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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  *Please stand as you are able in body or spirit 

 
 
 
Prelude~ “Behold, Bless Ye the Lord” 
 
Welcome 
 
*Opening Hymn~ “Lead Me, Guide Me” - #474 AAHH 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
*Offering 
Doxology~ “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”~#650 
AAHH 
 
Prayer of Illumination: O God, send your Holy Spirit so that 
we can hear you and entrust ourselves completely to you, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
*The Scripture Readings 
 
First Reading: Genesis: 21: 8-21: The child grew and was 
weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac 
was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 
whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 
So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her 
son, for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with 
my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on 
account of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be 
distressed because of the boy and because of your slave 
woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is 
 

 
 
 

Mark your Calendar 
 
VBS, August 8th from 8 am to 4 pm. Theme: Shine Brightly 
with Jesus. For more information, contact Sis. Kim Courtney. 
Also, if you would like to volunteer, please reach out to Sis. 
Sheila Milburn, ASAP to complete your Safe Sanctuary 
training.  
 
Homecoming, August 24th. Please contact Sis. Judy to join the 
planning team.  
 
Announcements? If you have an announcement or prayer 
request, please email it to zionlexpk@gmail.com by Wednesday. 
 
Ready to Join Zion? Please text 301-997-3328. Pastor 
Cummings will reach out to you to arrange a time to discuss the 
membership vows and schedule a Sunday to join Zion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Proclamation~ Lay Min. Kevin Harris 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: Almighty and most merciful God, 
from you comes every good and perfect gift. We give you 
praise and thanks for all your mercies. Your goodness has 
created us, your bounty has sustained us, your discipline has 
chastened us, your patience has borne with us, your love has 
redeemed us. Give us a heart to love and serve you, and 
enable us to show our thankfulness for all your goodness and 
mercy by giving up ourselves to your service, and cheerfully 
submitting in all things to your blessed will; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. (THE BOOK OF WORSHIP 1965, 
ALT.) 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
*Affirmation of Faith: (881 UMH): I believe in God, the 
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church*, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (*universal) 
 
Announcements 
 
*Benediction~ Lay Min. Kevin Harris 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the 
son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, 
because he is your offspring.” So Abraham rose early in the 
morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and 
sent her away. And she departed and wandered about in the 
wilderness of Beer-sheba. When the water in the skin was gone, 
she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and 
sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 
bowshot, for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the 
child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice 
and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of 
God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What 
troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard the 
voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him 
fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of 
him.” Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. 
She went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a 
drink. God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the 
wilderness and became an expert with the bow. He lived in the 
wilderness of Paran, and his mother got a wife for him from the 
land of Egypt. 
 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
*Psalm~ see insert 
 
*Second Reading:		Romans 6:1-11: Should we continue in sin 
in order that grace may increase? By no means! How can we 
who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of 
us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know  



 
that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved 
to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he 
died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive 
to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
Song of Preparation~ “All You’ve Ever Been” 
 
*Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:24-39 : “A disciple is not above 
the teacher nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the 
disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If 
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his household! “So have no fear 
of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered 
and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to 
you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold 
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all 
counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before 
others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven, but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 
before my Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a 
sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter- 
in-law against her mother-in-law, and one’s foes will be 
members of one’s 

 
own household. “Whoever loves father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me, and whoever does not take up the 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it. 
 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 


