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Ninetieth Sunday after Pentecost 

  *Please stand as you are able in body or spirit 
 

 
 
Prelude~ “Welcome into This Place” 
 
Welcome~ Rev. Dr. Andreá Cummings-Wratee 
 
*Opening Hymn~ “The Solid Rock” - #385 AAHH 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
*Offering 
Doxology~ “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”~#650 
AAHH 
 
Prayer of Illumination: God of all wisdom, give us your Word 
and send us your Spirit so that we may know Christ our 
Savior. In Christ, we pray. Amen.  
 
*The Scripture Readings 
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7: I will sing for my beloved my love 
song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a 
very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it 
with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it and 
hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded rotten grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What 
more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten 
grapes? And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I 
will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break 
down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a  



 
wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be 
 
overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the 
clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of 
the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of 
Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw 
bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry! 
 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
*Psalter~ #801-802 UMH, Psalm 80:7-15 (insert) 
 
*Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 If anyone else has 
reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on 
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I 
had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my LORD. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law 
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power 
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained 
this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold 
of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. Brothers and 
sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, 
but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 

 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
Song of Preparation~ “Order My Steps”  
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:33-46: “Listen to another 
parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. 
Then he leased it to tenants and went away. When the harvest 
time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more 
than the first, and they treated them in the same way. Then he 
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to 
them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that 
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the 
LORD’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? “Therefore I tell 
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 
to a people that produces its fruits. The one who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard 
his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 
They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 
they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
Proclamation~ Dr. Cummings-Wratee 
 
 
 



 
*Affirmation of Faith: (881 UMH): I believe in God, the 
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy  
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of  
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church*, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (*universal) 
 
Prayers of the People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
*Confession/Pardon/ The Peace~ Pg. 8 
 
Thanksgiving & Holy Communion~ Pgs. 9-11  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Post Communion Prayer: Eternal God, we give you thanks for 
this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us.  
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your 
Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
*Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark your Calendar 

#7025 NAACP St. Mary’s Branch annual Freedom Fund Jazz 
& R&B Brunch is Oct. 10th from 11 am-3 pm at the Bay 
District Fire Department. Tickets for a table of 8 are $400 ($50 
per person). We can have multiple tables. Mark on your 
envelope: NAACP Brunch. 
 
146TH Church Anniversary weekend, October 16-18.  Fish Fry 
and Bake Sale on Oct. 16th and an Afternoon of Praise on 
Oct. 17th at 3 pm. If you would like to join the anniversary 
committee, contact the pastor. Sign-up sheet and order forms 
are at the usher station. Anniversary love offering is $50. 
 
Ace's Angels 4th Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Walk is 
Saturday, October 17, 2026, at Leonardtown Wharf Park, 
Leonardtown, MD, from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. This year, our 
mission is to Walk for Hope and Healing. Bring your family and 
friends.  Together, we can make a difference. 
 
 
Church conference on November 7, 2026, at 11:00 A.M. at Mt. 
Harmony-Lower Marlboro, 155 E. Mt. Harmony Rd., Owings, 
MD.   
 
Announcements? If you have an announcement or prayer 
request, please email it to zionlexpk@gmail.com by Wednesday. 
 
Ready to Join Zion? Please text 301-997-3328. Pastor 
Cummings will reach out to you to arrange a time to discuss the 
membership vows and schedule a Sunday to join Zion. 
 
 
 
 
 


