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Court Regent’s Message 

Priscilla Hargraves, Court Regent
Hello to all! 

My prayer is that you have had a blessed Christmas and a joyful start of the New Year! 

How are you greeting in the new year? I try to reminisce over the events of the past year. All the 
events, whether happy or sad gave meaning to my life. Some made me stretch a bit. But through 
that, I hope I also grew, especially spiritually. Some brought great joy. I thank our Dear Lord and 
His Blessed Mother for their giftedness to me this past year.  

I remember all the events and times we spent together as sisters in the Catholic Daughters. And, I 
look forward to all the things we will do together this year.  

So, I ask you again…how are you greeting in the new year? Hopefully it includes participating with 
your sisters in the Catholic Daughters and continuing to grow spiritually 
through our various activities. We all grow better when we grow together!  

May God bless you and your families throughout 2020! 

Priscilla 
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Clergy Corner 

Court Chaplain, Deacon Dub Hargraves

January 2020 Chaplain’s Corner  

Another new year — 2020! There was a time in my life when this date seemed so far in the future. Isn’t It 
amazing how those dates start to pile up and the years fly by? I have reached a point in my life where 
measuring one’s life by the years and dates is not as significant as measuring life through the living of life 
itself. 

I recall reading somewhere, “The world around us asks, ‘What does a person own?’ But God asks, ‘How does 
a person use what he or she has been given?’” This month of January is a month filled with reminders of 
holiness — the official end of the Christmas season; the Epiphany of our Lord; the Baptism of the Lord; and 
the return to Ordinary Time, which, as we know, is anything but “ordinary”. 

At Epiphany we hear, “Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts” (Matthew 2:11), a reference 
to the Magi and their visit to the Christ Child. The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and 
opening their gifts for Him is one we should all try to follow. Each of us is called to open our gifts before 
Jesus and offer Him what He needs. We do that by giving our giftedness to those among us who are in 
need. In that way we become Christ to others as Jesus is Christ to us. 

God has given us so much. What do we give back to the Body of Christ in return? 

Making resolutions is common at this time of year. We all know those are temporary at best. However, we 
can make one that lasts. The Lord calls us to follow Him, to be His Image and Likeness. Let us resolve to try to 
do that better — all of us, me included. That does not mean we have to leave our work and our families 
behind, but we do need to serve Jesus by serving others. That should be our first resolution.  

In “The Theology of the Hammer”, Habitat for Humanity co-founder Millard Fuller wrote, “The only truly safe 
investment one can make in life is what is given away.”  

That should be our real resolution — to give ourselves to the Lord. May we all do a better job of that 
in 2020.  

Peace and Blessings, 
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Dcn. Dub, Chaplain 
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Court News! 
Newsletter Editor: 

Gizelle Williams
Newsletter Editor
gnhargraves@gmail.com
281.224.5288

My wish for you all this New Year… 

God gives you… 
12 months of happiness, 

52 weeks of fun, 
365 days of success, 

8760 hours of good health, 
52,600 minutes of blessings, 

3,153,600 seconds of joy! 
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Court Officers 

Priscilla Hargraves 
Regent 
cdacourt2731@gmail.com 
512.376.1488 

Charlotte Prieve 
Vice Regent 
caprieve@aol.com 
281.639.8969 

Mary Roberts 
Recording Secretary 
mlroberts1949@hotmail.com 

Jean Sanfelippo 
Financial Secretary 
jmsanfelippo@comcast.net 

Sheryl Andrews 
Treasurer 
sheryl.andrews952017@gmail.com 

Deacon Dub Hargraves 
Court Chaplain 
chapdub@gmail.com 
512.376.1497 

Christine Maniscalco 
District Deputy #54 
christinemaniscalco1@gmail.com 
713.515.6342 

CCGS #2731 Website: 
www.catholicdaughters2731.com 
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Mass Cards Committee: 

The fee for Mass cards is $2.50. This is your opportunity to give the gift of 
prayer, as well as contribute to the Memorial Scholarship Fund. Please contact 
Peggy O’Neil, 281-440-0286, or email at cda2731masscards@gmail.com, with 
mass card requests and/or questions. Mass cards are always available at the 
meetings. 

Circle of Love:

HOPE CENTER HOUSTON - 
Karen Doolittle
CDA Court #2731 began the expansion of 
our Hope Center Houston (HCH) Ministry by 

opening the center on the third Saturday of 
the month serving a light breakfast and lunch.  We have four 
Third Saturday’s under our belt and our Sisters and 
participating Parishioners enjoyed the experience as did the 
guests that came.  In December we served 21 guests out of 40 
that signed up!  The last weekend in December 28 guests 
were served, the highest Saturday to date.  During the week 
the number of guests has increased and they are serving over 
50 guests and sometimes over 60 guests per day so there is a 
need for weekday volunteers as well. 

What does the expansion of this ministry 
mean?  We open HCH on the THIRD Saturday 
of each month to make and serve lunch and 
also to serve a light breakfast.  HCH is open from 
10:30 to 1:30. We arrive at 9:45 and are finished 
and leaving before 2:00. 

What is served?  Breakfast is a breakfast taco 
consisting of chopped hard boiled eggs on a warmed 
white corn tortilla topped with warm bacon bits and 
warm salsa, mandarin oranges and bananas.  If there 
are pastries leftover from a previous day those are 
also served.  Lunch is a sandwich of turkey and cheese 
on honey wheat bread accompanied by sliced 

tomatoes, romaine leaves, pickle chunks, mustard 
packets and mayo cups.  Oranges and bananas along with cookies or cupcakes if left over from the previous 
day. 

How do you get involved?   The first step is to complete the Texas Food Handler Course, pass the final 
exam and leave a copy of your Certificate in the CDA box at CGS and let Karen Doolittle know it is there. 

How do I take the Texas Food Handlers Course?  Go to www.360training.com 
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http://www.360training.com
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--Select Texas Food Handler Course 

--Select Course:  Learn2Serve Food Handler Training Course (ANSI Accredited) cost $7.00 

--As you enroll in the course, select TEXAS as your state—very important!! 

--As part of the process you will set up a user ID and a password. 

How long will the course take?  Allow 2-3 hours from 
start to finish, although you can pause the course at any 
time and come back later.  You can also go back over 
sections, but you cannot pause the Final Exam! 

Other requirements?  Yes, you must wear a hat or 
hairnet and apron the entire time you are in the kitchen.  
Wear disposable gloves which we provide and 
directions will be given when you come to HCH. 

Other questions:  contact Karen Doolittle at:  
tenfoldone@gmail.com or 520-419-3652. 

 

Recent Events: 

Sue Denning submitted this beautiful Love letter from God. It’s a nice start to the new year; to 
remember who you are, who made you and how much you are Loved. Author unknown:

A Love letter to you from God 
My Child, 

You may not know me, but I know everything about you. Psalm 139:1 
Even the very hairs on your head are numbered. Matthew 10:29-31 
You were made in my image. Genesis 1:27 
You are my offspring. Act 17:28 
I knew you even before you were conceived. Jeremiah 1:4-5 
You were not a mistake, for all your days are written in my book. Psalm 139:15-16 
I knit you together in your Mother’s womb. Psalm 139:13 
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Hope Center Website: https://www.1960hopecenter.com/ 

August Newsletter: Hope Center August 2019 

“There is no love without 
hope, no hope without 

love, and neither love nor 
hope without faith.” - St. 

Augustine

https://www.1960hopecenter.com/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/August-2019-Newsletter.html?soid=1131440661943&aid=11Ay5vXQEx0
https://www.1960hopecenter.com/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/August-2019-Newsletter.html?soid=1131440661943&aid=11Ay5vXQEx0
mailto:tenfoldone@gmail.com
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And brought you forth on the day you were born. Psalm 71:6 
I have been misrepresented by those who don’t know me. John 8:41-44 
I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of Love. 1 John 4:16 
And it is my desire to lavish my Love on you. 1 John 3:1 
Simply because you are my child and I am your Father. 1 John 3:1 
I am the perfect Father. Matthew 5:48 
Because I Love you with an everlasting Love. Jeremiah 31:3 
If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me. Deuteronomy 4:29 
I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine. Ephesians 3:20 
I am also the Father who comforts you in all your troubles. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
When you are brokenhearted, I am close to you. Psalm 34:18 
One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes. Revelations 21:3 
And I’ll take away all the pain you have suffered on this earth. Revelations 21:4 
In Jesus, my Love for you is revealed. John 17:26 
He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you. Romans 8:31 
And to tell you that I am not counting your sins. 2 Corinthians 5:18 
Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled. 2 Corinthians 5:19 
His death was the ultimate expression of my Love for you. 1 John 4:10 
And nothing will ever separate you from my Love. Romans 8:38-39 
Come home and I’ll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen. Luke 15:7 
My question is…Will you be my child? John 1:12-13 
I am waiting for you. Luke 15:11-32 

Love, Your Heavenly Father,  
Almighty God 

December 5th Social:
A few pictures from our December social. 
Great time was had by all. If you weren’t able 
to come, we hope you join us at our next 
event. Thank you to those who came and 
shared a good time at the social. Also, for 
bringing such good snacks! 
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Mary Roberts

‘Saints cannot exist without  a community.’ - Stanley Hauerwas
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And now a section I am starting to title ‘Mary Jane’s Travels’. I love to read about her trips, the people she meets and 
the pictures she shares! 

Mary Jane’s Travels:
We started off on our 3 week journey by going to Macau for a golf tournament.  My husband, T. Wayne, had 
to defend his title, and I had to work at the tournament.  After that we took a ferry over to Shekou, China, 
where we used to live.  We have many friends there, and one lesson we learned from living in different 
places in the world, is that most people are the same.  They want the same things we do, to live in peace, 
have a family, and be the best they can for their family.  We lived in China for 5 ½ years and developed many 
relationships with the Chinese people.  They’ve always been super kind to us and we return that kindness.  
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Katherine LeeNorina Fisher

‘For where two or 
three are gathered 
in my name, there 

am I among them.’ 
- Matthew 18:20
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Faye, our maid in China, prepared a “hot pot” 
meal for us. 

Faye was my maid for 5 ½ years and she is like a 
daughter to me now.  Many of you met her when we 
brought her here to visit.  She will always be a part of 
our family.  

Dinner with our Chinese friends from 
when we lived in China. 

We made many friends through T. 
Wayne’s work as well.  These are just a 
few who we still keep in touch with. 

Fr. Adam Gudalefsky, our “underground” priest in 
China. 

Fr. Adam lived in Hong Kong for many years, wrote many 
books, and traveled around the Far East reaching and 
teaching special needs children in the summer.  He loved 
all the children he connected with.  He came to Shekou 
every other week to celebrate Mass for us in a school 
room.  This picture is in his apartment in Hong Kong when 
we went to visit him.  He found out that Maryknoll was 
calling him back to the “Mother House” in New York…and 
he was not happy about that.  He said he had many more 
children to teach and he still had the energy to do it, at 
age 91.  He’s right, we had trouble keeping up with him 
when he walked.  He did have to go back to New York in 
December, with a little grumbling. 
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Leaving Hong Kong on a ferry back to the 
mainland. 

One of the main ways to travel to Hong 
Kong from the mainland is by ferry, and we 
used it frequently. 

Cheryl, from our “underground” church in 
Shekou and me. 

Fr. Adam Married, Baptized, and Confirmed many 
people in Shekou when he came over.  He asked 
us to bring all the certificates back to Cheryl, so 
she would have them in case anyone needed 
them, which we all do at some point in our lives.  
He was preparing to leave after so long in Hong 
Kong and China.

Faye and her family after dinner the last night we 
were in Shekou. 

Pictured are Da, her oldest son, Kun, her husband, 
sweet Faye, Mary Jane, T. Wayne, and Feng, her 
youngest son.  The kids were little when we met 
them and now they’ve graduated from the university. 

‘Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers, 
that you do unto Me.’ - Matthew 25:31-40
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My Favorite person “of the street”, Lijuan.  

Lijuan is disabled and has been on the streets since 
we lived there.  She has a disabled husband who 
cannot get out anymore, and several older children.  
We’ve talked to her son on the phone.  She does have 
a collection basket, but never asks for anything.  She 
saw my crucifix and said “Jesu”.  She is a Christian.  We 
have prayed together and laughed together.  We 
always try to sneak money to her, because her 
“handlers” take most of what she gets.  They drop her 
off and they pick her up to go home at night. 

Faye and Kun saying goodbye to us. 

Faye and Kun picked us up at our apartment at 6am to 
take us to the ferry terminal.  We are ready to go to the 
Hong Kong Airport and fly to Japan.  We have tearful 
goodbyes, but we know we’ll see each other again.

The Tokyo Dome where Pope Francis will be 
celebrating Mass. 

We had hoped to get into the Mass, but all tickets 
was passed out to the Japan Dioceses and they 
had long waiting lists.  We didn’t get in but we 
did see his car pull into the Dome. 

The Pope in Tokyo Dome during the Mass. 

Since we couldn’t get into the Dome, we thought it 
would be on the BIG Screen.  It wasn’t, so we found a 
group of Philippine ladies who were sitting on the 
pavement in front of the Dome, and live streaming 
the Mass on the local phones.  They let me take 
videos and pictures of their “phone live stream”.  It 
wasn’t up close and personal but It worked for us.
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What we learned in Japan is that the people are so organized.  They don’t push to get in line early.  They 
stand single file and stand on one side of an escalator so others can pass.  They are very polite, and bow 
every time they greet you or serve you in some way.  Even on the trains (the BEST way to travel in Japan), the 
conductor would turn around and bow before he left a car.  We were impressed with the Japanese people 
and their culture.  Also impressive is how modernized they are.  They are ahead of us in many ways. 
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T. Wayne and Mary Jane on the top 
of the Hiroshima Museum. 

The A-Bomb Dome is to the right of T. 
Wayne.  The Hiroshima Peace Park is 
on the other side of the river. 

The A-Bomb Dome after the bomb. 

This was made of reinforced concrete 
and this is what was left.  It’s been 
cleaned up though. 

T. Wayne and Mary Jane holding Origami 
Cranes we made. 

We are standing in front of a Crane picture.  
After this we went to a location to let our 
“Cranes” fly down to the bottom level.  It 
worked. 

‘Let us go forward in peace, our eyes upon 
heaven, the only one goal of our labors.’ 

- St. Therese of Lisieux
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The Children’s Memorial. 

The colorful strands on both side are made of 
Origami Cranes strung together. 

Origami Cranes are a symbol of Peace.  There are 
many memorials in the park. 

Picture for Peace. 

This Peace symbol is made out of 
paper cranes.  

Hiroshima Arch of Peace. 

Hiroshima is internationally known as a symbol of 
recovery and peace. The Peace Arch Hiroshima 
Project aims to send a strong message of peace from 
Hiroshima to the world through music as the 
universal “language”, and create a system that 
continuously supports peace promotion activities.

Peace is not just the absence of war. Like a 
cathedral, peace must be constructed patiently 

and with unshakable faith. 

--Pope John Paul II
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Convent in Akita, Japan 

This is where Sr. Agnes Sasagawa lived when 
the Blessed Virgin appeared to her.  It had 
light snow on the ground when we arrived.

Inside the Chapel of Our Lady of Akita 

When we arrived, we were able to go straight into 
adoration/exposition.  After the Sister closed the 
exposition, everyone left and we were alone to 
pray for all on our prayer list, and even those who 
hadn’t ask us to pray for them.  We were there 
over 3 hours and it was extremely peaceful.  This 
place is not commercial, or busy.  We were the 
only ones in the Chapel after exposition.  It’s such 
a special place and we had it to ourselves for all 
that time.  The Tabernacle is in the center, and the 
well known statue of Our Lady of Akita is on the 
right.  This statue, from a solid piece of wood, also 
had the stigmata, as Sr. Agnes also had.

The Chapel next to the Convent. 

God blessed us with a good snow fall while 
we were in the Chapel.  It was beautiful.  
Going to Our Lady of Akita was a highlight of 
our trip.
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Upcoming Events 

Rosary Ministry 

The committee is meeting the 3rd Tuesday of each month from 6:30-8:30 pm. Check the front desk for the 
room assignment. The first meeting of the year is Tuesday, Jan 21st. 

We will be making kits for easy distribution and practicing knots for any newbies. All are welcome to join us, 
if only for socializing as well. 

Third Anniversary! 

Our court will be celebrating its 3rd anniversary on Thursday January 30, 2020. We will attend the 7pm Mass 
together and have a social afterwards in Rm A206-208. Please come and join us!! 

NEEDS! 

Please consider volunteering for one of the positions: Scrapbook, Circle of Love, Family and Quality of Life, 
and Spiritual Committee Chairperson. We are in need to fill these positions, as some of our committee 
chairs are doing double duty to keep them going. Many hands make light work! 
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National Shrine of the Little Flower in Detroit. 

This was taken Christmas morning with our family 
in front of the Nativity scene.  Standing are T. 
Wayne, Mary Jane, Ella (our Granddaughter), 
Gracie, Tony, and Eva (one of our adopted 
families), Oliver (our grandson), Brian, and Kevin 
(our sons).  Not pictured because they are in Ohio 
are Sami, Louby, and George (our other adopted 
family).

‘If you want to change the world, 
go home and love your family.’ - 

St Teresa of Calcutta
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State News and Events 
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The 2020 pilgrimage to the Holy Land and the Passion Play in Oberammergau 
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The Lone Star Messenger has published a December 2019 Edition. Check out 
the link to read it: The Lone Star Messenger December 2019 Edition 

Texas CDA Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/groups/texascda/   
**Make sure you check out the renovated Texas CDA website: http://

www.texascda.org/#loaded. It has a whole new look! 

Go on the site and learn more about your organization and the 2019 - 2021 
Texas CDA Goals! 

1. Open our hearts to the Holy Spirit. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

2. Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, offer homes to the homeless. 

Lord, we intercede for those that do not have shelter of their own. Help us to serve them with protection 
from the elements, to have food and clothing. Bless them with peace of mind. 

Link: Texas CDA Goals 

Texas Rally for Life 
Austin, Texas 

January 25, 2020 

Join Christ the Good Shepherd community for a day of prayer and fellowship to commemorate the 47th 
anniversary of Roe vs. Wade. Those attending will leave CGS at 8:45 am after the 8 am Mass. 

March begins at 1 pm and costs $25. Children under the age of 10 are free. Snack is provided however 
please bring a sack lunch. 

For more information, please contact Jackie Vail @ 713.598.0235 

The goal from the state this term is to add 8 new members to each court per year. WE CAN DO IT!! Let’s see 
if we can discover new ways to add members and keep the excitement going for the current members! 
Please share any ideas you have with your court at the next meeting.  
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‘Respect for life and for the dignity of the human person also extends to the 
rest of creation, which is called to join man in proving God.’ - St Joh Paul II

http://www.texascda.org/Bruntfiles/2019_DecemberNewsletter.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/texascda/
http://www.texascda.org/#loaded
http://www.texascda.org/#loaded
http://www.texascda.org/Bruntfiles/TexasCDAGoals20192021revisedmb.pdf
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National News 

The first Call to Convention will be mailed to courts in December, with Delegate sheets in a separate mailing. There is 
still time to make court plans to attend and book hotel reservations.  
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Legislation: 

Resources: 
Texas Legislature Online: https://capitol.texas.gov/  National website: http://www.house.gov/ 

To locate your state and national legislatures: Texas: http://
www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx and National: https://www.house.gov/
representatives 

Please read new articles on human rights and human dignity for ALL: https://
www.humanlifeaction.org/  

Word of Life Flyer for January 2020: Word of Life January 2020  

Don’t forget our Catholic Bishops site, if is full of information: http://
www.usccb.org/ 

Check out: The Vatican: The Holy See 

 

Make sure to get your copy of: ‘Rebuking the Devil’ 

Check it out here: 
Rebuking the Devil 
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‘Sanctity is not rigid like cardboard; it 
knows how to smile, to give way to 

others and to hope. It is life - a 
supernatural life.’ - St. Josemaria 

https://capitol.texas.gov/
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
https://www.house.gov/representatives
https://www.house.gov/representatives
https://www.humanlifeaction.org/
https://www.humanlifeaction.org/
http://cms.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/upload/Word-of-Life-2020-01.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
http://store.usccb.org/rebuking-the-devil-p/7-608.htm?utm_source=usccb.org&utm_medium=montage-1&utm_campaign=rebuking_the_devil
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Please see Operation Morningstar December 2019 Newsletter: 
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“Life with Christ is a wonderful adventure.” St. John Paul II 
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Mission Statement 

Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas strives to embrace the 
principle of faith working through 
love in the promotion of justice, 
equality and the Advancement of 
human rights and human dignity 
for all. 

✦ Be women of Faith 
✦ Encourage Spiritual Growth 
✦ Increase membership 
✦ Promote the motto of “Unity and 

Charity” 

“This is the 
day that the 

Lord has 
made, let us 
be glad and 

rejoice in it.” - 
Psalm 118:24

The Texas State Court was organized 
January 25, 1917. Our Mission 
Statement is a reflection of the CDA 
motto of Unity and Charity; "The 
members of the Texas State and Local 
Courts love Christ and His Church. We 
are dedicated to leading others to 
Christ and to His 
service through 
active 
participation in 
the Catholic 
Daughters of 
the Americas." 

Birthdays: 

Cathy Peplau - 23rd 

Anniversaries: 

Sheryl Bihler-Lopez
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National CDA Website: 

www.catholicdaughters.org 

Click link below to see the Fall 2019 issue of SHARE, if you did not receive a 
hard copy in the mail: 

Share Fall 2019 

(NOTE: you must have ‘flash’ to view) 

National Christmas 2019 Newsletter: 

National Quarterly Christmas 2019 

“Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire!” St. Catherine of Siena
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Stay Up  

To Date!

http://www.catholicdaughters.org
http://books.midstatesgroup.com/books/catj/
https://www.catholicdaughters.org/Qtr_Newsletter/2019_12/QuarterlyNewsletter_December2019.pdf
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Dates to Remember 

CDA Calendar for January 2020  

9th Gen. Meeting-7:00 PM, Rm. B207-209

11-12th Community Weekend

16th Hope Ctr. Ministry, 3:00 PM, Soc. Hall

16th Bd. Meeting, 6:30 PM, Library

18th Meal at Hope Ctr., 10:00 AM-2:00 PM

30th Anniversary celebration

31st Regent’s semi-annual report due

31st Memorial Scholarship Applications deadline

The Court’s donation to State and National projects are voted on and paid

From left to right: Katherine Lee, Karen Doolittle, Cathy Peplau, Veronica Arnold, Jean 
Sanfelippo, Norina Fisher, Priscilla Hargraves, Mary Roberts, Charlotte Prieve, Caylin 
Jerome, and Peggy O’Neil. Photo by Mary Jane Brewster

Go in 
Peace 

to Love 
and 

Serve 
the 

Lord
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