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Court Regent’s Message
Priscilla Hargraves, Court Regent
Happy New Year Sisters:
I pray that you all had a wonderful Christ-filled Christmas with families and loved ones. We still
have some time left to celebrate the incarnation of our God. Hopefully, we will take advantage of
this time to truly commune with God, our loves ones, and our community.
With the new year comes new opportunities for service and spiritual growth. I ask all of us to look
internally and ask the question, “Am I the woman God created me to be? Am I the best version of
myself that God calls me to be?” If we are honest with ourselves, we can all probably answer with
a resounding “No”. In our humanness, we sometimes fall short of what we perceive to be the
Lord’s expectation. We all fall short, but this gives us more reason to keep trying. We are all
challenged, this New Year, to find new ways to grow spiritually and in service to our God and His
people.
There are plenty of service opportunities within the Catholic Daughters as well as outside of our
Court. We can be involved with spiritual and educational classes offered by the Parish. We look
forward to days of prayer and reflection for 2019 and are limited only by our imagination.
How about making “spiritual growth” our New Year’s resolution? Join us at our meetings and help
develop service and spiritual programs which are beneficial to our spiritual growth and our
community. We can’t do it without YOU!
May God bless you all in 2019!
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Clergy Corner
Court Chaplain, Deacon Dub Hargraves
January – The Month of a New Year and Many Challenges
January is an interesting and challenging month. In the first part of January we
continue to rejoice and celebrate Christ's coming to Bethlehem and in our hearts.
We have the wonderful feasts of Mary, Mother of God, where we honor Mary's
highest title. We follow the Magi to the crib as they bring gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh on Epiphany.
And, we reach the culmination of this season with the Baptism of Our Lord by St. John the Baptist. With a
touch of sadness, we take down our decorations and enter the liturgical period known as Ordinary Time
where we will devote ourselves to the mystery of Jesus, our Messiah, in its entirety as he walks the earth in
the ordinary of his life. The name Ordinary Times come from the Latin word “ordo”, which means numbered.
So, we have number weeks in Ordinary time numbering to 34.
The new year offers us a time of growth and an opportunity to allow the dignity of Sunday, the Original Feast
Day, to shine out in our lives in a new a more vibrant manner. And, besides the previously mentioned feasts,
the month also includes: St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory Nazianzen (January 2), Holy Name of Jesus
(January 3), St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (January 4), St. John Neumann (January 5), St. Raymond of Penafort
(January 7), St. Anthony, abbot (January 17), St. Agnes (January 21), St. Vincent of Saragossa (January 23), St.
Francis de Sales (January 24), the Conversion of St. Paul (January 25), Sts. Timothy and Titus (January 26), St.
Thomas Aquinas (January 28) and St. John Bosco (January 31).
The feasts of St. Andre Bessette (January 6), Sts. Fabian and Sebastian (January 20) and St. Angela Merici
(January 27) are superseded by the Sunday liturgy.
While the opening days of January may be cold and bleak, the domestic church still glows warm with the
peace and joy of Christmas. We dedicate the New Year to Mary on the January 1st Solemnity honoring her as
Mother of God; and on January 6th, the Solemnity of Epiphany, we rejoice with her, as her Son is adored by
the three Wise Men.
In this liturgical season, the Church eagerly follows Our Lord as he gathered his apostles and announced his
mission. At Cana’s wedding feast (The Second Luminous Mystery) Jesus performed his first public miracle at
the request of his Mother, and his disciples saw his glory and believed in him.
We, his present-day disciples, pray for a like-faith as we contemplate the eternal wedding feast of the Lamb
and the unique role of the Blessed Mother in the plan of salvation. January is the month of a new and
exciting year where we make our resolutions for growth in our lives. Let us prayerfully consider those
resolutions that will move us to be more like the image and likeness of Christ and his Blessed Mother. And,
should we feel ourselves falter in our resolution, let us prayerfully ask for help in our time of wavering. In
these times let us remember the words of our Blessed Mother and wholeheartedly obey her words of
counsel: “Do whatever he tells you.”
New Year’s offers new opportunities, new ideas and new resolutions. It is a sign of regeneration and a time
of hope. A young man was asked: “What is your New Year’s resolution? He responded: I have to walk with
God. I have always walked alone and failed and been unhappy. This year I will not walk alone again. So, my
number one priority this year is to walk with God. I know God will not let me fail again and I want the joy of
God in my life.” Do you have a new Year’s resolution?
Wishing you a Blessed, Happy and Holy new Year!

Dcn. “Dub”
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Priscilla Hargraves, Regent, has asked all members to please
turn in your COL service hours by February 7th!

Mass Cards Committee:
The fee for Mass cards is $2.50. This is your
opportunity to give the gift of prayer, as well as
contribute to the Memorial Scholarship Fund.
Please contact Peggy O’neil, 281-440-0286, or
email at cda2731masscards@gmail.com, with
mass card requests and/or questions. Mass
cards are always available at the meetings.
$200 in Mass cards have been sold in the last
month!

Opportunities!

Deborah Maly
District Deputy #54
dkdaley1027@yahoo.com

Needs a Chair and/or committee members:

713.494.5668

✦
✦

CCGS #2731 Website:
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✦

PUBLICITY - Chairperson, plus 1-2 members
CIRCLE OF LOVE - Chairperson, plus members
SCRAPBOOK - Chairperson, plus members

“Genuine love is
demanding, but its
beauty lies precisely in
the demands it makes.” Pope Francis

www.catholicdaughters2731.com
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Circle of Love:

1960
HOPE CENTER - Karen Doolittle
Our Manna Bag and sandwich making was just days
before Christmas, however, through the generous
support of many of our members and Congregation
Jewish Community North we were able to assemble
50 well stocked manna bags for the clients of 1960
Hope Center. Originally, we were ‘assigned’ or
relegated to two upstairs rooms in the PLC, however,
through the grace of God the Social Hall was vacant
and we moved in there with ‘permission’ and the
promise of being completely done and out of there by
5 p.m. With a little prep time before 3 p.m., we were
completely done by 4:20 p.m., and enjoyed a little
social chatter before heading home.
Delivery of the Manna Bags and sandwiches again was a
true blessing to them and it was awesome seeing the joy on
the faces of the clients who helped with the unload
process. Dr. Bob who is the Executive Director and Paul
who we think is a volunteer but always at the door, were
thrilled to see Priscilla and me and our cargo load! Every
third weekend, Catholic Daughters Court #2731 with the
partnership of Congregation Jewish Community North ARE making a difference in the lives of
1960 Hope Center clients.
A bit of exciting news, 1960 Hope Center was successful in purchasing a two-story building on
Peakwood just in from Red Oak if you are familiar with the area. They will not move into the
facility until later in 2019 but they will have more laundry facilities for their clients as well as
more showers! Right now they have one of each—pretty hard when they are serving up to 50
clients a day. Another great part of this story is that the new facility is around the corner and
down the block from their present location just off of Cali.
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We will prepare manna bags and sandwiches in January
and the third Thursday is January 17th, so stay tuned for a
food donation and volunteer to help email the second
week in January. It does sound early in the month, but it
relates to the third weekend of the month.

DUTCH MILL BULBS FUNDRAISER - Veronica Arnold
These are wonderful bulbs and produce beautiful flowers
for the spring and summer time. The committee will be
calling on sisters to assist with this project. For every $10
we send them, they will send us $5 back. We will be
selling them at the community weekends, January 12th
after 5:30pm Mass and the 13th, after the morning
Massed, in the Social Hall AND January 23 after 5:30pm
Mass and the 27th, after the morning Masses, in the
Courtyard and the Back-deck. The committee will be
calling on sisters to assist with this project. The below link
is our personalized webpage:
https://groups.dutchmillbulbs.com/shop/?
affiliates=cdacgs2731
Please signup to volunteer when you receive the
SignUp Genius email. We need all hands on deck!
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Events:

“The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” - Psalm 34:18
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November 16, 2018
Greetings, from our Court #2084 Hempstead, TX to yours. We would like to take this
opportunity to invite your court to our Second Annual “Fish Fry” January 18, 2019.
This is our big fund raiser for the year to meet our budget
For State, National & Local Projects and Scholarships.
We are so excited that the Knights
are going to help
Us with this task again. They have
great Chefs that will
Be frying the fish and our own CDA
sisters will be doing all the cold slaw,
potatoes & beans with delicious desserts.
This is a great time to get a jump on
the Friday night
Fish fry before lent, load up your car, tell
your friends.
We would love to serve you and spread
Joy through out the evening. Check out
the enclosed flyer, something for
everyone, music & silent auction.
We’ll be looking for you – Court #2084
Mary, Mother of God
Patsy Marburger
Chairman
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“Our
relationship
with each
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Our Court’s 2nd Anniversary is February 7, 2019! We will attend mass,
followed by a short meeting. This will possibly be followed by a potluck
meal and a cake (provided by the court). Please plan to attend! A picture
of the group last year, in case you missed it!

other is the
criterion the
world uses
to judge
whether our
message is
truthful Christian
community
is the final
apologetic.”
- Francis
Schaeffer

Jim McIngvale (also known as Mattress Mack) will be speaking at CGS on May 6, 2019 at 7pm. He will
be talking about “Unity in Community”. All religious communities in the surrounding area will be
invited, so please plan to attend, and bring a friend! Priscilla Hargraves, Regent, is asking members to
please consider helping with this function.

State News
The Lone Star Messenger has published a Fall 2018 Edition. Check out the link to read it:
http://www.texascda.org/Newsletter/2018/Fall%202018%20CDA%20Newsletter.pdf
Please note on page 24, our newsletter, The Spirit, is recognized for the National Newsletter Contest 2018,
in Division II, Category I. Thank you all for making The Spirit such a great success this past year!
**The deadline for State Contests is March 1, 2019. State deadline for the Education Contest is
February 1, 2019.
Texas CDA website: http://www.texascda.org/#loaded
Texas CDA Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/groups/texascda/
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To purchase: The Diamond Anniversary Texas CDA History Book, “A Journey of
Unity and Charity in the Lone Star State”, compiled by T. Vacek, April 2017, for
$15. This 145-page book contains the legacy of the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas in Texas from 1903 through the next eleven decades.

“We are all one
family in the
world. Building a
community that
empowers
everyone to
attain their full
potential through
each of us
respecting each
other's dignity,
rights and
responsibilities
makes the world
a better place to
live.” - St Pope
John Paul II

**Hotels in McAllen, TX started accepting reservations for the State Convention on December 1, 2018.
Our court is allowed 3 delegates and 6 alternates. We will be voting on these delegates at the February
meeting. If you are interested in being a delegate or an alternate, please come to the January meeting and
voice your opinion!
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National News
Please see flyer for the France Pilgrimage for important dates:
12 day France Pilgrimage: https://
www.catholicdaughters.org/events/Pilgrimage/
2019_CDA_Pilgrimage_flyer.pdf
Catholic Daughters of the Americas National Court is holding a competition for the court who adds the most
membership. Please see flyer:

“We ourselves
feel that what
we are doing is
just a drop in
the ocean. But
the ocean
would be less
because of that
missing drop.”
- St. Mother
Teresa
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Legislation:
Texas Legislature Online: https://capitol.texas.gov/ National website: http://www.house.gov/
To locate your state and national legislatures: Texas: http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
National: https://www.house.gov/representatives
Two really good sources, to keep up to date on human rights and human dignity for ALL: https://
www.humanlifeaction.org/ and https://www.humanlife.org/
March for Life will take place in Washington, DC on January 18, 2019. Please see below flyer to prayer, for
those who are unable to attend.
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Many Americans who are participating in the Affordable Care Act do not know if their health care plan
covers elective abortion. The current law requires health insurance companies with plans that cover elective
abortions to collect a separate payment for the abortion coverage. This is almost never done.
Please see information from the NCHLA:
To help fix this problem, the Department of Health and Human Services has proposed a
new rule that would require insurance companies to send their customers a separate
monthly bill for the part of their health premium that covers abortion. That way, everyone with a plan
that covers elective abortion knows just where their money goes.
Many of you may be wondering, why can’t we just change the law to prohibit use of taxpayer dollars to pay
for health plans that cover abortion? That is still the goal, but in the meantime, until Congress takes that
action, this “Separate Payments” rule will allow consumers to see more clearly when they are paying
for elective abortions and to seek a plan that does not cover it. It may also motivate companies to offer
more plans WITHOUT abortion coverage. For more background information on the Separate Payments Rule
and why it is necessary, please click here.
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has written formal comments applauding the government, and we
invite you to add yours as well. Pro-abortion groups will write in as many negative comments about the rule
as they can. All the more reason to raise your voice in support of it!
Comments on the
proposed rule are being
accepted by the
Administration through
January 8, 2019, so
please write them as
soon as you can - before
the holidays get away
from you.

Letter from the
USCCB.org:
http://www.usccb.org/
about/general-counsel/
rulemaking/upload/2018FINAL-cmmts-exch-progintegrity.pdf

‘The good Samaritan
recognized the dignity
in the other and cared
for his life.’ - Luke 10:25
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Euthanasia Prevention Coalition will broadcast a conference on January 25- 26. The conference will
be physically held in Albuquerque NM. For those you who cannot attend, please watch it live online.
https://alexschadenberg.blogspot.com/2018/11/stopping-assisted-suicide-in-your-state.html?
utm_source=News+%26+Information+Website&utm_campaign=4e41c05c22EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_11_27_05_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b9d6bb980e-4e41c05c22-198474
821
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Stay Up
To Date!

Click link below to see the Fall issue of SHARE, if you did not receive a hard
copy in the mail:
http://books.midstatesgroup.com/books/pgxs/
(NOTE: you must have ‘flash’ to view)

National December 2018 Newsletter:
https://www.catholicdaughters.org/Qtr_Newsletter/2018_12/
QuarterlyNewsletter_December2018.pdf

National CDA Website:
www.catholicdaughters.org

January
Anniversaries
Sheryl Bihler-Lopez
Jan 1st
Amy Ghanem
Jan 8th

“In all created things
discern the providence
and wisdom of God,
and in all things give
Him thanks.”
St. Teresa of Avila
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Mission Statement
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
strives to embrace the principle of
faith working through love in the
promotion of justice, equality and
the Advancement of human rights
and human dignity for all.
✦

Be women of Faith

✦

Encourage Spiritual Growth
Increase membership
Promote the motto of “Unity and
Charity”

✦
✦

The theme for
the 2017 2019 term is:
“Be Not
Afraid:” St John Paul
the Great
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The Texas State Court was organized
January 25, 1917. Our Mission
Statement is a reflection of the CDA
motto of Unity and Charity; "The
members of the Texas State and Local
Courts love Christ and His Church. We
are dedicated to leading others to
Christ and to His service through active
participation in
the Catholic
Daughters of the
Americas."

Dates to Remember
CDA Calendar for January 2019
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