Amazing Grace

For SATB divisi a cappella

Duration: ca. 2:45

Arranged by Words by JOHN NEWTON
GREG JASPERSE TRADITIONAL AMERICAN MELODY
Flowing, with relaxed rhythm (J = 82-90)
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PERFORMANCE NOTES
Hello singers and directors,

This arrangement of "Amazing Grace" is inspired by the male vocal
jazz sextet, Take 6. Now if you're scratching your head and saying
"Take who?" I suggest that you find some Take 6, especially some ear-
lier recordings. Not only will you be inspired by them, you'll also know
what to look forward to in this arrangement.

From a harmonic standpoint, the voicings are thick, crunchy and right
up the vocal jazz alley. Tuning these chords without a straight choral
tone will prove troublesome. There are some spots where the choral
texture isn't as dense and you may choose to relax the tone, but be sure
to remain in the style of the overall piece.

In terms of divisi on some of the "crunchier" or dense chords, be sure
to distribute the singers evenly. I know this can complicate the voice-
leading and the reading at times however it will put you in good stead
when it comes to balancing and tuning these chords.

The diction is more conversational. It's always a good idea to practice
saying the text before singing it so you get a sense of singing how you
speak.

While it does say "flowing, with relaxed rhythm" you won't be able to
set your metronome and go. Feel free to relax the tempo or move it
along when it seems appropriate. Some of these ideas are already
marked in the music.

As you consider all of this, let me remind you that it all boils down to
the text. I really tried to write an arrangement that would bring the text
to life. Don't get too lost on all of these ideas that you forget about the
meaningful text of this beautiful song.

Sing amazingly,

Greg
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