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Timeline of 
AFRO-AMERICAN 
MUSIC, 1600-Now

A brief history of Black music and its influence
Courtesy of Portia K. Maultsby, Ph.D.
and Carnegie Hall
Abridged by Esera for SoulScape at UVU

VERY
DEMURE!



Early 1600’s - Slave Songs

● Work Songs
● Play Songs
● Dance Songs

https://open.spotify.com/track/3ne6luuncKGNj1150Sz1Ge?si=269537d1d64443d3


Late 1700’s - Spirituals

● Folk
● Concert

The McIntosh
County Shouters

Moving Star
Hall Singers

Sweet Honey
In The Rock

Linda Tiller & The 
Cultural Heritage Choir

https://open.spotify.com/track/6HowdhrPHACMqHgFAUrRRG?si=4be96cdca09540f8


1890’s - Gospel, Blues, and Jazz

Mahalia Jackson Bessie Smith Louis Armstrong

Church Mississippi New Orleans

G B J

● Influenced by politics
● Influenced by freedom
● Influenced by each other

https://open.spotify.com/track/7nwBrKmbJrXIV4ouevreFg?si=7941789431b04678
https://open.spotify.com/track/17THAwZLC5xgi25y3S3sHQ?si=1d018385b70a4962
https://open.spotify.com/track/1GJCQMFysvt2S9WXSBaWYP?si=4790a82b764740e8


1930’s - Swing

Count Basie

Ella Fitzgerald

Duke Ellington

Billie Holiday

● Migration ● Collaboration ● Entertainment

https://open.spotify.com/track/4M5Mnz9ORqaMMUAgKtv3bI?si=0005395bc4ce4ee2
https://open.spotify.com/track/373yGkNo74RZgmQgTiR8xK?si=71e1035ba91846b3
https://open.spotify.com/track/4smkJW6uzoHxGReZqqwHS5?si=fefbce632f334cf9


1940’s - Rhythm & Blues

● Dreams ● Romance ● Real Life

Etta James

The Supremes The Temptations

Nat King Cole

https://open.spotify.com/track/6EAlFsajDK1PVgfhdJbS5Y?si=79482d3fed724523
https://open.spotify.com/track/6EAlFsajDK1PVgfhdJbS5Y?si=79482d3fed724523
https://open.spotify.com/track/1oDCK7PW72XEZ1pE5rh87A?si=b8b702c9d2d0491f
https://open.spotify.com/track/1oDCK7PW72XEZ1pE5rh87A?si=b8b702c9d2d0491f
https://open.spotify.com/track/4CoGNqLap7UGU5Q3VdKug0?si=fb0cab799b744e21
https://open.spotify.com/track/4CoGNqLap7UGU5Q3VdKug0?si=fb0cab799b744e21


1950’s - Rock & Roll

● Fusion ● Rebellion● Fun

Jimi Hendrix Tina Turner Chuck Berry

https://open.spotify.com/track/2aoo2jlRnM3A0NyLQqMN2f?si=07d78c79d6c643f8
https://open.spotify.com/track/2aoo2jlRnM3A0NyLQqMN2f?si=07d78c79d6c643f8
https://open.spotify.com/track/1rY3D9shqGCqclwWKfJaft?si=04de16584c3648f4
https://open.spotify.com/track/1rY3D9shqGCqclwWKfJaft?si=04de16584c3648f4
https://open.spotify.com/track/6EAlFsajDK1PVgfhdJbS5Y?si=79482d3fed724523
https://open.spotify.com/track/6EAlFsajDK1PVgfhdJbS5Y?si=79482d3fed724523


1960’s - Soul and Reggae

Sam Cooke

Aretha Franklin
Marvin Gaye

US

Jamaica

S
S S

Toots & The Maytals

R
Bob Marley

R
● Activism
● Unity
● Respect

https://open.spotify.com/track/0YfOnJWqmAKaUvEL1QcNop?si=aec4792d191647a5
https://open.spotify.com/track/5K09WxKdlkroDyEVyOSySy?si=02138764ab27430a
https://open.spotify.com/track/3Um9toULmYFGCpvaIPFw7l?si=679d12b430274fff
https://open.spotify.com/track/4IRez9aVdgMovCqghJ2BAN?si=e64fbbd28d8b4fc9
https://open.spotify.com/track/7oNgPClUYdscWWHa5PF1gT?si=e59c6068c2604127


1970’s - Disco & Hip-Hop

The Village People Run DMC

HD

● Class
● Community
● Pride

https://open.spotify.com/track/5IGUkmuTVroDG2PnaUiNFj?si=f9fc103ea5574820
https://open.spotify.com/track/5IGUkmuTVroDG2PnaUiNFj?si=f9fc103ea5574820
https://open.spotify.com/track/6jV3XfTAP1S3SMChxJ2kJh?si=62ef5357b7ae45ee
https://open.spotify.com/track/6jV3XfTAP1S3SMChxJ2kJh?si=62ef5357b7ae45ee


1990’s - R&B

● Romance ● Real Life● Relationships

John Legend Toni Braxton Boyz II Men

https://open.spotify.com/track/2aoo2jlRnM3A0NyLQqMN2f?si=07d78c79d6c643f8
https://open.spotify.com/track/2aoo2jlRnM3A0NyLQqMN2f?si=07d78c79d6c643f8
https://open.spotify.com/track/5Ihd9HrPvOADyVoonH9ZjB?si=866beec023d645f8
https://open.spotify.com/track/5Ihd9HrPvOADyVoonH9ZjB?si=866beec023d645f8
https://open.spotify.com/track/4LxIGAVfcQIw0zAQRyFhU8?si=d4a1b4a5f8334fdc
https://open.spotify.com/track/4LxIGAVfcQIw0zAQRyFhU8?si=d4a1b4a5f8334fdc


CREDITS: This presentation template was created 
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https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://timeline.carnegiehall.org/timeline

