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Protecting Our Mountain Desert Legacy Since 1970
The Phoenix Mountains Preservation Council (PMPC) is a nonprofit 501(c)(4) organization that has played a vital role in conserving the natural beauty of Phoenix’s desert mountains and open spaces for over five decades.
Founded in 1970 by concerned citizens and community leaders, PMPC emerged in response to the growing urgency to protect Phoenix’s mountainous desert areas from unchecked development. Then, as now, many of these natural landscapes faced threats from residential and commercial expansion. The grassroots movement raised public awareness, shaped city and state policy, and inspired the creation of what would eventually become the Phoenix Mountains Preserve.
Thanks to PMPC’s advocacy, support, and collaboration with city and state officials, thousands of acres of pristine desert habitat have been protected and remain open for public enjoyment, recreation, and ecological preservation. Their work directly contributed to the preservation of well-known areas such as Piestewa Peak, Camelback Mountain, North Mountain and Shaw Butte, Lookout Mountain, South Mountain, and Dreamy Draw Recreation Area.
Our Mission
PMPC exists to advocate for, protect, and preserve the mountains and desert areas within and around the City of Phoenix. The organization works to ensure these natural areas remain untouched by development and are maintained for public use and environmental sustainability.
Ongoing Efforts
· Monitoring land use and development proposals that could threaten preserve areas
· Supporting public policies that safeguard desert environments
· Engaging with the community to promote conservation awareness
· Collaborating with the City of Phoenix and other organizations to ensure thoughtful stewardship of the preserves
PMPC continues to be a strong voice for nature in a rapidly growing urban landscape—reminding us all that preserving desert beauty today ensures it remains for future generations.
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Arizona urban planners have the responsibility to be aware of Arizona Revised Statutes, Title 28-7047 addressing designated mountain preserve land and development limitations in their planning efforts. As pressures on our natural spaces increase, join PMPC and be a part of safeguarding Phoenix Mountains and Sonoran Desert Preserves for generations to come.

Arizona Revised Statues 28-7047. Mountain preserve; limitation; definition

A. This state or a political subdivision of this state shall not construct, lay out, open or
establish a street, road or highway through a designated mountain preserve unless the
construction of the street, road or highway is approved by a majority of the electors of a
charter city voting on the matter.

B. This section does not apply to a state route that is proposed to be constructed within a
designated mountain preserve and that is in the state highway system on August 15,
1990.

C. For the purposes of this section, "designated mountain preserve" means individual
parcels of real property that are within a charter city, that have been designated as a
whole as a mountain preserve and that have been accumulated or designated through
any of the following methods:

1. Real property that is owned by a charter city and that is located within a generally
recognized mountain preserve area.

2. Real property purchased by a charter city in whole or in part for the purpose of
including the real property within a mountain preserve with the proceeds of general
obligation bonds issued by the charter city.

3. Real property designated by ordinance to be a part of a mountain preserve by the city
council of a charter city.

Thus, it requires more than just the State or City, but also any “political subdivisions” including Counties, Cities, Towns, etc., cannot permit any “street, roadway or highway” into or through “generally recognized” or “designated by ordinance”, any mountain preserves.

Visit Phoenix Mountains Preservation Council at www.phoenixmountains.org to learn more.
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