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                            By George Duke

Twas not day nor was it light

When she arose from the night

Would not be much more than an hour

That she would be at work in the tower

She got on her knees to pray as she knelt on the floor

Not just a sentence but a whole lot more

She prayed for her kids, her nation and kin

Not knowing that day of those horrible men

Who despised the life of others and their own

Thinking in their minds to their god they’d be known

So after her coffee and a roll

She left the house for the stroll

Up the lane and down the street

Smiling to all that she did meet

Twas not long fore she entered the door

Took the Elevator to the 73rd floor

Greeting co-workers as she took her seat

Picked up some fallen papers at her feet

Looking out the window suddenly she cried alas

As the plane came crashing through the glass

Now Satan their god was ever so pleased and laughed and shouted in glee

For that morning his followers had bowed to him on their knee

Twas Tuesday Sept 11th of that horrible day

When children in school were not allowed to pray

The pledge of allegiance was all they could speak

Before sitting at their desks with a squeak

But school was not out on that solemn day

When rules were broken as they sobbed and did pray

In school that day they prayed for those that did die

They cried to the God that was way up in the sky

Jesus our God looked down from above

Heard the cry of the people that he did love

He reached down his hands to the WTC

And took his children of that you can see

Many a person will never be found

Among the rubble that fell to the ground

Some there were not known and of little fame

But our Jesus knew them all by their Name

His promise is still true

For one day out of the blue

Jesus will come and above we will go

And we will be able to tell the world I told you so
The prodigal son Poem by George Duke
In the beginning he was doing just fine

Then he left home & his father behind

For days he enjoyed riotous living

Serving the devil with all of his being

One day he had plenty of time and wealth

The next day he was starving to death

It was at this time he begin to think

In my father’s house there is plenty of food and drink

So he returned to his home ready to plead

All because he had such a dire need

He found his Father was quick to forgive

But the brother complained and condemned

We all at some time are like the prodigal son

Enjoying Worldly pleasure and having fun

So take it from me and you will plainly see

It's in his house you need to be

So the father offered mercy and grace

And allowed him back in his place

But the brother did not want him back

He was not concerned with his lack

Today you may feel that very same need

To return to the heavenly Father and plead

For his forgiveness you will surely find

Because he is so loving and so very kind
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[image: image4.emf]The Accepted Trinity

VS

The Apostolic Trinity



[image: image5.emf]The Accepted Trinity

The dogma of the Trinity as defined by the RCC

The Trinity is the term employed to signify the central doctrine

of the Christian religion –the truth that in the unity of the 

Godhead there are Three Persons,  the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit,  these Three Persons, being truly distinct one from 

another. 

Thus, in the words of the AthanasianCreed; "the Father is God, 

the Sonis God, and the Holy Spiritis God, and yet there are not 

three Godsbut one God." In this Trinity of Personsthe Sonis 

begotten of the Father by an  eternalgeneration, and the Holy 

Spiritproceeds by an eternalprocession from the Father and the 

Son. Yet, notwithstanding this difference as to origin, the 

Personsare co-eternal and co-equal: all alike are uncreated and 

omnipotent. This, the Churchteaches, is the revelationregarding 

God's naturewhich Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came upon 

earth to deliver to the world: and which she proposes to  manas 

the foundation of her whole  dogmaticsystem. 



[image: image6.emf]The Real Trinity of God

•FACT:

•2 Corinthians 5:19 To wit, that 

God (Spirit) was in Christ (Body), 

reconciling the world unto 

himself, not imputing their  

trespasses unto them; and hath 

committed unto us the word of 

reconciliation.



[image: image7.emf]TRINITY DEFINED

The scriptures conflict with the 

accepted Trinity definition: 

John 5:26 For as the Father 

hath life in himself; so hath  he 

given to the Son to have life in 

himself; 5:27 And hath given 

him authority to execute  

judgment also, because he is 

the Son of man



[image: image8.emf]WE MUST KNOW WHAT 

GOD IS:

•John 4:God is a Spirit: and they 

that worship him must worship 

him in Spirit and in Truth

•Luke 24:39 Behold my hands 

and my feet, that it is I myself: 

handle me, and see; for a Spirit 

hath not flesh and bones, as ye 

see me here



[image: image9.emf]The Real Trinity of 

God

There is a Trinity :

•But the Fact is:

•The Body of 

•Jesus Christ contains 

•All of the Fullness 

•of the Godhead



[image: image10.emf]The Real Trinity of God

•FACT:

•Col:2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you 

through philosophy and vain deceit, 

after the tradition of men, after the 

rudiments of the world, and not after 

Christ. 2:9 For in him (not them) 

dwellethall the fulnessof the Godhead 

bodily. 2:10 And ye are complete in him 

(not them), which is the head of all 

principality and power:.



[image: image11.emf]There are 

Various views on God

GOD 

IS 

ONE

1

GOD 

IS 

TWO

2

GOD 

IS 

THREE

3



[image: image12.emf]The Accepted Trinity 

teaches that:

•GOD IS ONE

•But 3 Persons



[image: image13.emf]Latter day Saints say 

God 

is 

Two:



[image: image14.emf]Apostolic Pentecostals  

say that God is:

–One!

1



[image: image15.emf]Now There Are Two 

characteristics

that are Factual:

GOD

IS 

ONE

1

GOD 

IS 

SPIRIT

&



[image: image16.emf]As we have seen The 

Scriptures affirm both 

the “oneness”of 

God’s being

and

the “One-ness”of 

God’s person!



[image: image17.emf]Let’s Review some of these 

Scriptures on  His“oneness”

Deut. 6:4 The LORD our God, 

the LORD is one.

1 Cor. 8:4  There 

is no God but one.

Ephesians 4:6—One God 

and Father of all, who is above 

all, and through all, and in 

you all.

1



[image: image18.emf]He is God Not They are 

God!

Isaiah43:10,11—Ye are my witnesses,  saiththe 

LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: 

that ye may know and believe me, and 

understand that I am he:  before me there was 

no God formed, neither shall there be after me . I, 

even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is 

no savior. 

1 Timothy 2:5—For there is one God,and one 

mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus.

James 2:19—Thou believestthat there is one 

God;thou doest well: the devils also believe, 

and tremble.



[image: image19.emf]God created His Son To 

Be his Temple

•God said in Malachi 3:1

•“Behold, I will send my messenger, 

and he shall prepare the way 

before me: and the Lord, whom ye 

seek, shall suddenly come to his 

temple, even the messenger of the 

covenant, whom ye delight in: 

behold, he shall come,  saiththe 

LORD of hosts.”



[image: image20.emf]Scriptures teach against 

the “plurality of gods ”

Exodus 20:3  "You shall have no 

other gods before me. ”

Isaiah 44:6  I am the first and I 

am the last; apart from me 

there is no God.



[image: image21.emf]The Three different manifestations, 

Father, Son, Holy Ghost are really 

the titles of the same  “one God.”

The Father is called God:

1 Cor8:6 Yet for us there is but one 

God, the Father, from whom all 

things came                      

Eph 4:6 (there is) one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all.



[image: image22.emf]The Son is called God:

John 1:1 In the be-ginning 

was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 

John 10:30   I and the 

Father are one."

Rom 9:5 Christ, who is 

God over 

all forever praised!



[image: image23.emf]Scripture reveals the real 

reason The Son is called 

God:

Col 2:9  For in 

Christ (the 

anointed one of 

God)

all the fullness 

of 

the Deity lives in 

bodily form,



[image: image24.emf]The Holy Spirit  (Holy 

Ghost?)  is called God:

Acts 5:3   

you have lied to the Holy 

Spirit …5:4 …You have 

not lied to men but to God. 

1 Cor2:11 

... no one knows the 

thoughts of God except 

the Spirit of God.



[image: image25.emf]Does Scripture reveal other 

son’s of God?

•We need to understand what defines the terminology 

“son of God”

•Son of God is a term used for those that were created 

directly by God

•Adam and Eve were son’s of God 

•Angel’s called son’s of God

•Body (Flesh) of Jesus was directly created by God & 

is called the son of God



[image: image26.emf]We are not born sons of God but 

We can become a son of God

•John 3:5Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 

unto thee, Except a man be born of water 

andofthe Spirit, he cannot enter into the 

kingdom of God.6That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit.

•John 1:12-13But as many as received him, 

to them gave he power to become the sons 

of God, even to them that believe on his 

name:13 Which were born, not of blood, nor 

of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but of God.



[image: image27.emf]•The 

Athanasian

Trinity 

teaches --Mt 

3:16-17the 

three 

manifestation

s  

are distinct 

from 

each other



[image: image28.emf]•The Apostolic 

Trinity teaches 

the three 

manifestations 

are identified 

as 

the same entity 

--Mt 28:19-20

In The NAMEof the 

FatherSonand Holy 

Ghost

3 Titles



[image: image29.emf]FATHERIS NOT A 

NAME

SONIS NOT A NAME 

HOLY GHOSTIS NOT 

A NAME

•JESUS IS THAT NAME

•Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation 

in any other:

•for there is none other name under 

•heaven given among men,

•whereby we must be saved. 



[image: image30.emf]Zechariah 14:9 And 

the LORD shall be 

king over all the 

earth: in that day 

shall there be one 

LORD, and his name 

one. 



[image: image31.emf]Athanasian Creed says

Within the one essence of God there 

are three distinct persons Who are 

co-existent, co-equal, and co-

eternal.  The one essence cannot be 

divided or multiplied to become 

three essences.  Nor can the three 

persons be merged to make God 

one person.  God is three persons in 

one essence.   



[image: image32.emf]But what does the bible 

say?

•Jn14:10Believestthou not that I am 

•in the Father, and the Father in me?

•the words that I speak unto you I 

•speak not of myself: but the Father

•that dwellethin me, he doeth the 

•works.(Jesus is speaking as the Son 

of  God-Son of God is the Flesh)



[image: image33.emf]What did Job say?

•Job 13:8Will ye accept his 

person? will ye contend for 

God? 9Is it good that he 

should search you out? or as 

one man mockethanother, do 

ye somock him? 10He will 

surely reprove you, if ye do 

secretly accept persons. 



[image: image34.emf]Is in the

IS  the

Is in

GOD

GOD

IS

Holy Spirit

IS OF

Son

IS

Father

JESUS THE SON OF GOD (FLESH) 

IS GOD ONLY  BECAUSE 

THE SPIRIT OF GOD CREATED HIM TO 

DWELL IN 



[image: image35.emf]Man is a Trinity

•When God created Adam in his likeness and in 

his image

•Adam had:

A Body –A Soul --and A Spirit

Adam was Not three people but he was One 

Soul & One Spirit:allin my one body God saw 

that he was lonely and created Eve and Not 

Steve

•Only your body will die and as such God which 

was Spirit could not die but he could offer his 

body of flesh that he had created to dwell in as 

a sacrifice for our sins



[image: image36.emf]Let me Give you Another 

Illustration

•Three Manifestations:

Mother --daughter --and 

housewife not 3 persons but 3 

Titles

•Father-Son-Husband

•One Spirit: One Soul 

•all in my one body



[image: image37.emf]In Creation God was 

Manifest as the Father:

Creation:

Father:

Source 1 Cor8:6

But to us there is but 

one God, the Father, 

of whom are all things, 

and we in him; and 

one Lord Jesus Christ,

by whom are all things, 

and we by him. 



[image: image38.emf]In redemption God was 

Manifest in the Son:

Redemption:

Son: Died for us

Romans 5:8 But God 

commendeth

his love toward 

us, in that, 

while we were 

yet sinners,  Christ died 

for us



[image: image39.emf]In Salvation God is  Manifest in 

us as the Holy Spirit after we 

are born again:

•Acts 2:4 And they were all 

filled with the Holy Ghost, 

and began to speak with 

other tongues, as the Spirit 

gave them utterance.



[image: image40.emf]God had a role in:

Redemption:

Father: Chose us

Son: Died for us

Holy Spirit: 

Indwelt  us

John 3:3,5



[image: image41.emf]God is..Unique

None like Him:

Isaiah 46:9  I am God, 

and there is no other; 

I am God, and there 

is none like me.



[image: image42.emf]Conclusion

2 Cor. 5:19 To wit, that God 

was in Christ, reconciling 

the world unto himself, not 

imputing their trespasses 

unto them; and hath 

committed unto us the 

word of reconciliation. 



[image: image43.emf]Today God is still 

manifested as the Holy 

Spirit:

Ephesians 2:18 For through

him we both have access by

one Spirit unto the Father.

1 Co. 12:13 For by one                                

Spirit are we all baptized 

into one body, whether 

we be Jews or Gentiles, 

whether we be bond or 

free; and have been all 

made to drink into one 

Spirit.



[image: image44.emf]TRINITY DEFINED

•John 5:30 I can of mine 

own self do nothing: as I 

hear, I judge: and my 

judgment is just;  because I 

seek not mine own will, but 

the will of the Father which 

hath sent me. .


[image: image45.jpg]APOSTOLIC
CREED

1 believe there is ONE Lord
ONE Faith, ONE Baptism,
ONE God and Father of all
Who is above all and through all
And in you all.
1 believe in Water Baptism
in the Name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins.
1 believe in the Baptism of the Holy Ghost
With the evidence of speaking
in Tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance.
1 will follow Peace with all men, and Holiness
Without which no man shall see the Lord
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HOW TO FIND THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOUR
 LIFE

HOW TO FIND THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOUR LIFE

TEXT: Rom. 12: 1-2 

INTRODUCTION: How can a Christian know God's will in his life? Every Christian should be keenly interested in knowing God's will for his life. Whether one is seeking guidance as to a momentary problem or as to a life career, there are five steps to be followed. These may be summarized as follows: YIELD, CONFESS, PRAY, STUDY, WAIT. 

A. YIELD. To yield is to present oneself to the Lord. It means to lay aside personal hopes, ambitions and desires. It means to want His way su­premely. Paul yielded when he asked, "What wilt thou have me to do?" 

B. CONFESS. If we want to be in the center of His will, we must confess and forsake any secret sins which we cherish. Remember the words of the Psalmist, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me (Psalm 66: 18). 

C. PRAY. This simply means that we must come before the Lord regularly, asking Him to do as He has said. 

D. STUDY. Spend much time in the Word of God. Read it while you are on your knees, asking God to speak to you through it. 

E. WAlT. If God does not answer immediately, wait (Psalm 62: 6). If 

you have prayed for direction and no answer comes, then God's guid­

ance is for you to stay where you are. 

1. GUIDANCE THROUGH THE BIBLE. God often uses verses of Scrip­ture to guide us to take a certain definite course of action. A verse that you had never noticed before may take on new meaning because it tells you what to do at the very time when you were praying for direction (Psalm 119: 105 ) 

II. GUIDANCE THROUGH CHRISTIANS. It is sometimes helpful to seek the advice of mature, spiritual Christians. Their experience and counsel can often save a younger person from serious pitfalls. Hebrews 13:7, 17). 

III. GUIDANCE THROUGH CIRCUMSTANCES. Since God controls the entire universe, He can plan the circumstances of our lives to reveal His will, and often he does . 

IV. GUIDANCE THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
The Spirit of God can influence our convictions, our desires or our inclinations in such a way as to make God's will clear. In such cases, the guidance is so ob­vious that to refuse it would be the same as disobedience (Acts 11: 12; 16:6, 7). 

[image: image47.jpg]Dear God, source of Love and Life who brings abundance
to all,
Please bring prosperity to me and my family now.
We ask that these basic needs be filled:
Money to pay our bills,
Income to meet our mortgage (rent),
Enough to feed us healthy food,

And more than enough for health care

y and wellness.
‘ 3 Beyond the material needs, please
[\ uplift our souls.
{

Inspire our creativity and
resourcefulness.
Guide us in improving our lives.
Please help us to hold on to faith
And let us find peace. Amen.





HOW TO PRAY IN A TIME OF CRISIS

HOW TO PRAY IN A TIME OF CRISIS

TEXT: Daniel 2: 14-23 and 46-49 

INTRODUCTION: The opening verses of the second chapter of Daniel cer­tainly reveal to us the fact that Daniel faced a great crisis at this time. Perhaps you are facing a crisis now. What should you do about it? The answer is: Do what Daniel did - pray. Daniel 2: 14-23, and see how to pray in a time of crisis. 

I. SET ASIDE A TIME FOR PRAYER. 

Why did Daniel ask the king for "time"? Because he wanted time to 

pray. Immediately he was faced with the problem he set aside time for 

prayer. Now, if you are facing a time of crisis the first thing you should do is to set aside a definite time in order to seek the face of God and place the matter that is perplexing you into His hands for solution. 

n. GO TO THE PLACE OF PRAYER. 

Verse 17 tells us that "Daniel went to his house." Why did he do this? 

Daniel 6: 10 tells us. In his house he had a place of prayer, a special 

room where the windows were open towards Jerusalem. Do you have a place of prayer? 

III. SEEK FELLOWSHIP IN PRAYER. 

Daniel could have prayed alone about his great need, as he did in Daniel 6: 10. But Daniel sought the prayer fellowship of his three companions, as verse 17 tells us. 

IV. BE DEFINITE IN PRAYER. 

Verse 18 tells us that these four young men prayed "concerning this 

secret." If you go through your Bible, and you underline all the occasions of prayer that are recorded there you will! notice over and over again that the praying was definite. 

V. WATCH YOUR MOTIVE IN PRAYER. 

In Verse 18 we are told that Daniel and his friends prayed "that Daniel 

and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Baby­lon." Prayer with the wrong motive cannot prevail. James 4:3. 

VI. EXERCISE FAITH IN PRAYER. 

That is to say, when you pray, pray in faith. The incident before us 

clearly shows that Daniel had implicit trust in God that He could hear 

and answer prayer. One reason why our prayers do not prevail is because of our unbelief. James 1 :5-7. 

VII. RECEIVE THE ANSWER TO PRAYER. 

Look at verses 19-23 and notice the kind of answer that God gave. 
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"TRY THE SPIRIT"

"TRY THE SPIRIT"

TEXT: I John 4: 1 

INTRODUCTION: The scriptures speak of the "spirit of man" and the 

"Spirit of beast," there are also many other KINDS of spirits spoken of in the Bible. Notice: 

1. THE "GOOD." 

1. Nathanael had a "clean" spirit, Jo. 1:47 

2. A "broken" spirit is usually good, Ps. 5I: 17 

3. A "faithful" spirit is good, Provo 11: 13 

4. Good spirits cannot always be detected by "outward" appearance, 

I Sam. 16: 7 

a. We need the GIFT - "discerning of spirits," I Cor. 12: 10; Provo 

16:2 

H. THE "EVIL." 

I. Christ speaks of: 

a. "Unclean Spirits," Matt. 10:1; 12:43 

b. "Devil-spirits," 8: 16; 12:28 

c. "Wicked spirits," 12:45 

d. "Dumb Spirits," Mark 9: 17 

a. Tattlers need this kind. 

e. "Foul spirits," 9 :25 

f. "Evil spirits," Lu, 7:21; 8:2 

g. "Spirit of infirmity," 13: 1 I 

III. OTHER KINDS. 1. Paul refers to the spirit of: 

a. "Divination" - fortune telling, Acts 16: 16 

b. "Bondage," Rom. 8: 15 

c. "Slumber," 11:8 

d. "The world," I Cor. 2: 12 

e. "Disobedience," Eph. 2:2 

f. "Seducing," I Tim. 4: I 

g. "Fear," 2 Tim. 1: 7 

IV. TESTING THE SPIRIT. 

1. There are three ways we may "test" the spirit; they may be called: 

a. The "spirit test," I Cor. 12:3; I John 4: 1 

b. The "doctrinal" test," I John 4:3 

c. The "fruit-bearing" test, Matt. 7: 15-20 

CONCLUSION: There are many, many spirits, but only One Holy Spirit, and GOD wants US to be "Filled" with the Holy Spirit, Eph. 5: 18.
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IF THE FOUNDATION BE DESTROYED

IF THE FOUNDATION BE DESTROYED

Text: Psalms 11:3 

1. THE FOUNDATION OF GOVERNMENT 

1. Our nation was founded on religious principles, 

2. More and more, God is being left out of national affairs; while 

Atheism comes to the front, but the Bible gives the answer 

Psalm 9:17, "The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 

nations that forget God." 

II. THE FOUNDATIONS OF MORALITY ARE BEING 

DESTROYED 

1. Moral standards have reached a new low. 

Example: Dope, troubles, sex promiscuity, etc. 

2. Sex teachings in the schools - a disgrace to the nation. 

III. THE FOUNDATIONS OF CITIZENSHIP 

This is our relation to our nation and our fellowman. 

Dishonesty runs rampant - tax -. cheating, etc. 

IV. THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE HOME 

1. The situation: Mother working a job, or gone to the social club. 

2. Dad gone to the tavern 

3.. The children gone to hell. 

4. The old-fashioned home, Where God is honored, hardly exists. 

V. THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHURCH 

L Consider the church's place in God's plan, Eph. 3:10, 21. 

a. God's program is a church program. "To him be glory in the 

church." 

b. The church is autonomous - self-governing - independent. 

2. The Devil is trying to rob the Churches of their God-given 

freedom. 

3. There is a universal effort to compromise the churches with 

false churches and religious movements. Ecumenism. 

VI. THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHRISTIANITY ARE BEING DESTROYED

1. Christianity is really three things: 

a. An experience - in salvation. 

b. An expression - in Christian living. 

c. An expectation - of Christ's return. 

2. There is a loose concept of Christian Living. We are ceasing 

to be a separated people. Anything goes. 

Separation is commanded, See II Cor. 6:17, .Col. 3:1, 2, etc. 

3. Bible study and prayer are too much neglected.
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INCONSIDERATE PEOPLE
AN INCONSIDERATE PEOPLE

TEXT: Isa. 1 :3. "The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider." 

INTRODUCTION: This is God's charge against His people. In their back­slidden condition they did not have as much judgment as the ox or the ass. These knew where to look for their food, but backslidden Christians turn to the world and worldly things to try to satisfy their souls. There are many things we do not consider: 

I. WE DO NOT CONSIDER THE GREATNESS OF OUR GOD. 

"For the Lord is a great God, and King above all the gods." Psalm 95: 3 "Thy way, 0 God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God?" Psalm 77: 13 

II. WE DO NOT CONSIDER THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 

A. Israel had forgotten all God's wonderful works toward them. 

I. The deliverance from Egypt 

2. The crossing of the Red Sea 

3. His provisions for them in the Wilderness. 

B. God's people of today are just as prone to forget as the Israelites. 

"Not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance" Rom. 2:4. 

III. WE DO NOT CONSIDER THE PRICE PAID FOR OUR REDEMP­TION. 

A. Christ paid the price in His suffering and death. Luke 24:46 

B. The ransom must be as great or greater than the object sold. 

1. Christ's blood is the ransom 

2. This is the greatest price ever paid. 

IV. WE DO NOT CONSIDER OUR OWN SINFULNESS. 

A. God's description of His rebellious children. Isa, 1: 3-6 

B. The results of their sins. Isa, 1: 7-9 

C. By rebelling against God, Christians bring chastisement upon them­selves. Jer. 2: 19 

V. WE DO NOT CONSIDER THE AWFUL STATE OF LOST SOULS 

A. Christian workers need a new vision of hell and its horrors. 

B. Christians should consider that the unbeliever is lost already. John 3: 18
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"WINDOWS OPEN TOWARDS JERUSALEM"

"WINDOWS OPEN TOWARDS JERUSALEM"

TEXT: Daniel 6: 1-11 

INTRODUCTION: Every man whom God has greatly used has been a man of prayer. The value of our service before men is determined by the meas­ure of our fellowship and communion with God in the secret place of prayer. 

1. DANIEL "WENT INTO HIS HOUSE" TO PRAY. 

There were no temples in Babylon, except heathen temples, but Daniel had a "prophet's chamber," a sacred place within his own home where he frequently withdrew in order to have fellowship in prayer with God. This is the essential in the life of every Christian. 

II. DANIEL KEPT HIS WINDOWS OPEN "TOWARD JERUSALEM." 

These open windows were symbolic of the whole attitude of his soul. His heart and soul were opened God-ward. These open windows tell us that Daniel was a man who believed God, who trusted Him to keep His word, and who waited expectantly for the fulfillment of His word. 

III. DANIEL "KNEELED UPON HIS KNEES" TO PRAY. 

When we pray the bodily posture is not the important thing. We can pray walking or standing, while We are working or while we are resting in bed, but the attitude of our hearts when we pray should be that of kneeling, for this indicates humility and reverence and submission. 

IV. DANIEL PRAYED "THREE TIMES A DAY." 

No man had a more valid excuse for not giving much time to prayer, and yet Daniel prayed regularly three times “day. For Daniel prayer was not supplemental, something added on after everything else had been seen to, it was fundamental, a priority ill his life. 

V. DANIEL ACTUALLY "PRAYED" 

This man Daniel was burdened. Are we burdened about the condition of things in our own land? - the pagan atmosphere, the receding tide of spiritual blessing, the lowering of moral standards.  

VI. DANIEL'S PRAYERS WERE MINGLED WITH PRAISES - "HE GAVE THANKS." 

What had he to be thankful about? Everybody was against him and he was in a most difficult situation. Yes, but he gave thanks and thus obeyed the injunction written by the Apostle Paul many years later - Philippians 4: 6· 7. 
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HOW TO GROW

HOW TO GROW

TEXT: II Peter 3: 18 

INTRODUCTION: The Word of God has given us seven beautiful similes of the growth of the Christian character, and cur Lord says that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed, or graced like the lily of the field. 

I. GROW LIKE THE LILY FOR PURITY. 

"As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters" (S. of Sol. 2:2). "Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit perfecting holiness in the fear of God (II Co. 7: I ). 

God promised Israel that they should "grow as the lily" when they re­turn to Him (Hos. 14:5). 

II. GROW LIKE CORN FOR BOUNTIFULNESS 

The corn must fall into the ground and die (John 12:24). Die to all of the flesh and be quickened by the spirit. This is the way for the "much fruit." It is the development of the new life, even as John the Baptist said, "He must increase, but I (John ) must decrease" (John 3: 30). 

III. GROW LIKE IVY FOR TENACITY. 

As the ivy clings by the power of life within, so we are able to cling to the tree. Our Lord loves to have us cling to Him. Ruth clave to him (Ruth 1: 14). Barnabas exhorted the saints to cleave unto the Lord "with purpose of heart" (Acts I 1 : 23) . 

IV. GROW LIKE THE VINE FOR FRUITFULNESS 

We read, "Take us the foxes. the little foxes. that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes" (S. of Sol. 2: 15). These are the little incon­sistencies of our life that the enemy uses to ruin our testimony. We can­not bring forth fruit of ourselves. but the Word says. "Take us the little 

foxes," so we need to watch out for the fox. 

V. GROW LIKE THE OAK FOR STABILITY. 

"By faith ... rooted and grounded in love" (Eph. 3: 17); "That we 

henceforth be no more children. tossed to and fro. and carried about with every wind of doctrine. by the sleight of men. and cunning crafti­ness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive" (Eph. 4:14). It is said of Reuben, "unstable as water" (Gen. 49:4). How many are like Reuben today! 

VI. GROW LIKE A PALM TREE FOR UPRIGHTNESS 

We read, "Noah was a just man and upright in his generations, and Noah walked with God" (Gen. 6:9). How blessed also to be classed with Job as an upright man (Job I: 8)
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WHY JERUSALEM (A CITY) WENT TO HELL
WHY JERUSALEM (A CITY) WENT TO HELL
TEXT: John 1: 11-12 

1. JERUSALEM DRIFTED FROM DIVINE REVELATION AND EMBRACED THE ERRONEOUS TEACHINGS OF AN APOSTATE Priesthood. 

A. God had made every provision possible to give Jerusalemites a complete revelation. 

1. Gave them a magnificent temple. 

2. Gave them all the Old Testament. 

3. Gave them the priesthood (tribe of Levi). 

B. The Jews listened to the Priest's "interpretations" of the law and not the law itself. 

n. JERUSALEM SLEW THE PROPHETS THAT GOD SENT TO CALL THEM TO REPENTANCE. 

A. Jesus laid the blood of all the slain at their doorstep. 

1. Luke 11 :47-51. 

2. They honored the sepulchers of the prophets but not the words of the prophets. 

III. JERUSALEM CLOSED HER EYES AGAINST DIVINE LIGHT. 

A. Jerusalem had more light than any city that has ever existed. 

1. David wrote the Psalms while at Jerusalem. 

2. God Himself dwelled in the temple. 

3. Jesus, the master teacher visited her. 

4. Jesus said, "I am the light of the world." 

IV. JERUSALEM REJECTED THE MANY INVITATIONS OF CHRIST. 

A. Jesus wept bitter tears of her. 

1. Luke 19:4l. 

B. He gives some indication of the many times that He called. 

1. " ... how oft. .. and ye would not." 

C. All mankind goes to hell over the tears and invitations of Jesus. 

1. 11 Peter 3:9, "The Lord is not slack ... " 

V. JERUSALEM TOOK THE SACRED SON OF GOD AND HANGED HIM ON ACROSS. 

A. A blasphemous crowd cried for His blood! 

1. "His blood be upon us and our children." 

a. What a horrible assumption of guilt! 

B. The city streets were spattered by blood of God's Son! 

1. Innocent blood! 

2. Redeeming blood! 
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THE CHRISTlAN’S GREATEST NEED

THE CHRISTlAN’S GREATEST NEED

TEXT: Ephesians 5:17 

INTRODUCTION: Ask the two following questions sincerely and your greatest needs will be fulfilled: 

A. Salvation. "What must I do to be saved?" 

B. Will of God. "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 

I. THERE ARE THREE THINGS THAT MAY CAUSE A CHRISTIAN NOT TO BE IN THE WILL OF GOD. 

A. Failure to remember God’s power, Acts 4:33. 

B. Failure to remember his own weakness, II Cor. 12:10; Phil. 4:13. 

C. Failure to remember God's willingness, Isa. 40:31. 

II. WHEN ONE SUBMITS TO THE WILL OF GOD, THE PATH WILL NOT ALWAYS BE- 

A. Pleasant, II Cor. 23-28; I Peter 1:21; II Tim. 3: 12. 

B. Lucrative (pay-off as far as the world knows). 

C. Popular, John 12:42,43; John 15: 18-20. 

III. THREE THINGS THE PERSON HAS WHO IS IN THE WILL OF GOD. 

A. Peace in his heart, Phil. 4:7 Mark 3:35. 

B. Usefulness, II Tim. 2 :21; I Cor. 9 :27. 

C. Rewards, John 4:36; I John 2: 17; Rev. 22: 12. 

IV. THREE THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT GOD'S WILL. 

A. It is never foolish. God never asks a person to do anything that is foolish, although the world may think so, I Cor. 1: 18-21,25-27. 

B. It is never selfish. When the Cross is in your life the "I" is left out, Luke 9:23, 24; Phil. 3:7-9. 

C. It is never impossible, Matt. 19:26; Mark 9:23; Mark 14:36. 

v. HOW MAY ONE KNOW THE WILL OF GOD? 

A. Submissiveness to Him, Psalm 37:5. 

B. Proper evaluation of the world, I John 2: 15_ 
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THE UNSPARING GOD

THE UNSPARING GOD

TEXT: II Peter 2:1-22 

I. HE SPARED NOT THE ANGELS THAT SINNED, II Peter 2:4. 

A. Angels were created beings, Ezek. 28: 13. 

B. Placed over the three realms of God's creation-spiritual, mental and material. 

C. These placed over the material creation sinned and were placed in chains of darkness-no redemption for them, Job 4: 19; Jude 6. 

II. HE SPARED NOT THE OLD WORLD, II Peter 2:5. 

A. There were two races of people: 

1. Sons of God-Sethites-sought God's plan. 

2. Sons of men-Cainites-sought man's plan. 

B. They intermingled and became so corrupt that God said: "I will destroy man that I have created." Gen. 6:7. 

III. HE SPARED NOT THE EGYPTIANS, Psalm 78:50. 

A. They would not heed God's words of warning and God spared them not. 

B. God will overthrow any people who stand in the way of His purpose. 

IV. GOD SPARED NOT THE NATURAL BRANCH. Rom. 11 :21. 

A. Because of unbelief they were broken off, Rom. 11 :20. 

B. They were His people whom He had raised up, yet He would not put up with their sins. 

V. GOD SPARED NOT HIS OWN SON, Rom; 8:32. 

A. Sparing not His Son was an act of mercy, Titus 3:5. 

B. If one fails to accept the mercy He offers in His Son, how can he expect to be spared from Hell? John 3:18. 
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NO REMEDY

NO REMEDY
Text - II Chron. 36: 14-21 

INTRODUCTION: THE SADEST WORDS FROM A DOCTOR IS NO REMEDY. NOTICE THREE THINGS ABOUT ISRAEL. 

1. The Glory Cloud over Israel. 

2. Zedekial was last king, next will be Jesus. 

3. Wrath of God arose until there was no remedy. No remedy for 

apostasy. 

l. WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

a. No pity on them. Psa, 79. 

b. No revival without God's prophet, Exo. 32: 3000 lost: Acts 2: 

3000 saved. 

II. WHAT BROUGHT ISRAEL TO THIS SAD STATE? Verse 16 

a. Mocked God's messengers. (HI. of Jeroboam) 

b. Despised His word. (Ill. of God's order for church) 

III. WHAT WERE THEIR GREAT PRIVILEGES? 

a. They had the Law. 

h. They had a good land. 

c. They had prophets of God. 

d. True knowledge of Jehovah. 

IV. WHAT WAS THE TRUTH? 

a. Wrath of God. b. Justice of God. c. Cruelty of Chaldeans. verse 17 

V. WHAT DID THEY FIND IN BABYLON? 

a. Cruel bondage. b. Cruel dictator. c. Strange language, d. Demon worship. (Dan. 3:15) 

VI. WHAT ISRAEL COULD HAVE DONE. 

a. Obeyed God's voice. 

h. Heard prophets of God. 

c. Heeded God's words. 

d. Experienced grace of God. 

e. Enjoyed goodness and Love of God. (Psa. 81: 10) 

VII. WHAT MUST GOD'S FAITHFUL REMANT DO? 

a. Yield to God. b. Obey voice of God. c. Walk: in will of God. 
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THE WOMAN WHO WOULDN’T LEAVE THE MEN ALONE

Text John 4:4-14 

INTRODUCTION: This wonderful story begins with verse 4, "He must needs go through Samaria." No Jew would go near Samaria even though that was the shortest and most direct way. But Jesus knew there was a woman who couldn't leave men alone that needed to be saved. 

I. SEE HER SINNING; 

a. Even thou~ she was now living in open sin the Saviour loved her. 

b. This woman was religious. (Ill. of Adam "the woman thou gavest me.") 

c. No man will go any farther than the woman allows. She sets the 

standard. 

d. My heart goes out to men who marry a petted, spoiled girl who can't cook, raise children. 

II. SEE HER SAVED: 

a. She had to get thirsty for living water. 

b. She had to overcome religion. (Some have just enough to make 

them miserable.) 

c. She had to overcome the fear of telling others. 

d. See her burden of sin washed away. verse 28, 29 

III. SEE HER SEPARATED: verse 28 

a. Not being Pharisaical. (Think we're better) 

b. Doing what we do for God's glory. 

c. Being humble. 

d. Living a dedicated life to Christ and his Church. 

IV. SEE HER SOUL WINNING: verse 29, 30 

a. She told the entire city what Christ had done for her. 

b. God gives you many opportunities and. yet you don't tell people 

about Him. Milk man, paper boy, dry cleaning. man. If you really 

love Jesus you would love lost souls. I cannot understand why you 

don't win souls. 

c. Many say "I haven't been to school," she hadn't either. 

d. You run your business, work on your job, yet you cannot be a 

soulwinner. 

e. God gives us broken hearts and tears over lost souls. 

CONCL: This woman who wouldn't leave the men alone became a soul winner in an hour. This should put us to shame. God help us to do something about it. 
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THE BEAUTY OF A CHRISTIAN HOME

Text-Luke 10: 38-42, John 11: 1-5 

L A CHRISTIAN HOME IS A HOME IN WHICH THE LORD JESUS IS A WELCOME GUEST: Verse 38 

a. When Jesus came to town He sought out homes where He was wel­comed. 

b. How uneasy it is to be in a home where you're cramped. 

II. A CHRISTIAN HOME IS A HOME IN WHICH THE LORD JESUS IS GIVEN THE CHIEF PLACE. Verse 39 

a. When Jesus is head of the house, He regulates the conduct of the home. 

1. He guides the conversation. Psa. 50: 23 

2. He selects the reading matter. Col 3: 16 

3. He decides about questionable and doubtful things. I Cor. 6: 12, 

10:23. 

Ill. A CHRISTIAN HOME IS A HOME IN WHICH THE LORD 

IS LOVED AND HONORED. Verse 39 

a. Sad to say in many homes family alter is a thing of the past. 

b. Man is to take the lead in the home. 

1. Gen. 18: 19 God knew Abraham would command children. 

2-. Josh. 24: 15 "As for me and my house we will serve the Lord." 

IV. A CHRISTIAN HOME IS A HOME IN WHICH THE COMMON TASKS ARE PERFORMED OUT OF LOVE FOR HIM: Verse 40 

a. Remember, even though Martha put work before worship she did it out of love for the Lord. 

V. A CHRISTIAN HOME IS A HOME IN WHICH FRIENDS OF THE LORD ARE ALWAYS WELCOME: Verse 38 

a. As "they went" implies that the Disciples went too. This accounts for Martha's much serving. 

b. There is no more beautiful grace than that of hospitality. 

VI. A CHRISTIAN HOME IS A HOME WHERE ALL TROUBLES, PERPLEXITIES AND PROBLEMS ARE TAKEN TO THE LORD AND RESOLVED BY HIM: Verse 40 

a. Jesus will do one or two things when we bring our problems to Him. 

1. He undertakes to solve them. 

2. He gives grace to bear them. 

Vll. A CHRISTIAN HOME IS A HOME IN WHICH ALL THE MEM­BERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD ARE CHRISTIANS: 

a. God's plan for the salvation of families is found in Acts 16: 3] 
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ARE YOU THERE?
ARE YOU THERE?
I King 17: 2-10 

INTRODUCTION: A. It is a man's duty to know and do the will of God. 1. Everything we do should be with this purpose in mind. 

B. When asked, “are you there: I mean, are you in the center of God's will? 

1. WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT THAT I BE THERE? 

A. "There" is the place of God's purpose. 

B. "There" is the place of God's blessing. 

1. Jacob got out of His will. 

a. God said go up to Bethel and dwell "there." 

b. Bethel was his place of dedication. 

C. "There" is the place of God's appointing. 

 From here Elijah was sent to challenge Ahab. I King 18: 1 

D. "There" is the place of God's power. 

I. Elijah had no power of his own. He was simply "there". 

E. "There" is the place of God's provision. 

1. These miracles could have occurred nowhere but "there." 

a. God was feeding "there." 

2. When God guides, He provides. Not our desires, what we need. 

II. PREACHER, TELL ME, HOW DO 1 GET 'THERE'!" 

A. Getting "there" is not having an emotional experience. 

B. "There" is being altogether right with God. 

l. David proved he was "there". Acts 13:36 

C. "There" is separation from the world. 

1. As in the case of Moses. Heb. 1 I: 24-25 

2. Forty years later Moses was "there" to lead Israel 

D. "There" is submission to God. 

1. Jesus is the garden. 

E. "There" is placing us at God's disposal. 

I. Paul on road to Damascus. 

III. HOW MAY I KNOW WHEN I GET THERE" 

A. The Bible indicates that God leads in three ways. 

1. By His Word. 2. By godly desires. 3. By His divine providence. 

B. God led Jonah by His Word. Jonah I: 1-2 

C. God leads by placing godly desires in His children. 

I. Always in harmony with the written Word. 

D. God led Paul and Silas to the Philippian jailor by providence. 

1. Uses their misfortune for His glory. 

IV. WON'T YOU TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO "THERE"? 

A. Go "there" to Calvary where Jesus died for you. 
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THE MANY FACES OF SIN

THE MANY FACES OF SIN

Text - Genesis 3 

INTRODUCTION: This chapter reveals how sin came into the human race. 

It was already in the world in the person of the serpent. Adam and Eve had no experience in sin up to this point, but their six experiences here indicate the major shapes of sin for all rime. 

I. UNBELIEF (3: 1-6) 

The serpent first raised a question about what God had said (v.l ), 

then he denied God's word, "Ye shall not surely die" (v. 4). The wo­man believed him instead of believing God. Unbelief is the all-con­demning sin (John 3: 18-19). 

11. PRIDE (3:5-6) 

The woman wished to be as a god, knowing good and evil (v. 5). Pride wished to ascend the throne of God as it did in the fall of Lucifer (Isaiah 14). Some theologians think pride is the basic sin from which all others flow. 

III. LUST (3:6) 

Lust is unholy desire for something. The woman lusted for the food that was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise (v. 6), so she took it and sinned. She hungered for the illicit. 

IV. DISOBEDIENCE (3:6) 

Eve deliberately disobeyed God's prohibition (Genesis 2: 17). Her sin was not one of accident but was premeditated. It was a sin against knowledge. Not only did she sin, but she led her husband into the same sin. 

V. FEAR (3:7-10) 

When the man and woman realized their nakedness, they fashioned aprons of fig leaves and hid themselves from God (Y. 8). Adam said, "I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself" (v. to). Fear is sin when it causes man to hide from God and withdraw from Him. 

VI. SELF-JUSTIFICATION (3: 12-13) 

Adam laid the blame for his sin on Eve, and Eve laid it on the ser­

pent (v. 12-13). God put a curse on the serpent, then on Eve, then 

on Adam (3: 14-19), and finally cast them out of the garden (3: 22-24). Self-justification leads to religions of good works - condemned all through the Bible. 

Sin may take many faces and shapes but essentially it is the same as in the Garden of Eden. 
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OUR HEAVENLY FATHER'S CHASTENING

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER'S CHASTENING

TEXT: Heb. 12:5-11 

I. CHASTENING IS EXPERIENCED BY ALL THE TRUE CHILDREN OF GOD: v.8 

a. Whereof all are partakers. All Christians. 

b. We must expect chastening for two reasons: 

1. Because God is our Father and this is evidence of His love 

to us. v 7. 

2. Because we are His sons,and chastening is a mark of sonship. 

v8 

II. WE ARE NOT TO DESPISE OUR HEAVENLY FATHERS 

CHASTENING: v 5 

a. Don't regard it lightly, if we do the result is we have wrong 

thoughts about God and begin to question His love and His 

wisdom. 

III. WE ARE NOT TO FAINT WHEN OUR HEAVENLY FATHER CHASTENS US: v 5 

a. Don't collapse. 

b. Verse 3&4 is answer to our fainting. 

IV. OUR HEAVENLY FATHERS CHASTENING IS ALWAYS PRO­FITABLE: v-IO 

a. Different forms of chastening, could be ... 

1. Sickness, 2. Sorrow, 3. Bereavement, 4. or trials that we 

think are loss. 

b. What is the profit, gain which comes, verse 10 "that we might be partakers of His Holiness. 

V. WE ARE NOT EXPECTED TO ENJOY CHASTENING: v-II 

a. Always grievous. 

1. Rebuked verse 5 

2. Scourgeth verse 6 

3. Chastisement verse 8 

4. Corrected verse 9 

b. We don't like it but it's all for our good. 

VI. THERE IS ALWAYS AN AFTERWARD TO CHASTENING: v-II 

a. Produces fruit. 

b. Notice the kind of branch He purges and why He purges it. John 15:2, Heb. 12:11 

1. Righteousness.,. being right with God. 

CONCLUSION: Matt. 11 :26, Psa. 86: 11-13 
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THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM

THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM

TEXT: Rev. 22: 1-5 

INTRODUCTION: There are seven glorious facts given in the last chapter of our Bible. 

I. THERE SHALL BE NO MORE CURSE 

Oh how glorious it must be to have no more the curse of sin: no 

night, for we shall never get tired; no tears, for there will be no more broken hearts; no more sorrows which have been man's lot since the fall; no pain, either of mind or body; no parting. from those close to our hearts; no death (Rev. 22:3; I Cor. 15: 56, Gen. 3: 16-17). 

II. THE THRONE OF GOD AND THE LAMB 

The redeemed are forever linked with the Throne of God and the 

Lamb (Rev. 22:3). By virtue of this, the throne has become one of 

eternal love and grace. His love and grace flow like a river from the throne. We first drank of it when we met Him at Calvary, and it will be the joy of our souls in glory. 

III. HIS SERVANTS SHALL SERVE HIM 

There shall be no idle ones in heaven, but there will also be no tired ones. It will be a perfect service, not marred by sin in any form, or the weakness of the human body. It will be all to the glory of God. 

IV. THEY SHALL SEE HIS FACE 

In heaven we shall have an eternal vision. Sin will never again hide His blessed face (Rev. 22:4). Moses could not look upon Him, but then His people will behold Him, for we shall see Him as He is and be like Him forever. Alleluia (I John 3:2). 

V. HIS NAME IN THEIR FOREHEADS 

His Holy Name on our foreheads (Rev. 22:4). It tells of eternal 

ownership and possession. His name and glory will be ours through eternal ages, but here and now, beloved, He wants us to magnify His name and give Him the foremost place in our lives. Amen. 

VI. NO NIGHT THERE 

We will enjoy eternal day (Rev. 22:5). When we remember the dark­ness from which we were delivered by the Holy Spirit, and the blind­ness of our hearts through the power of Satan, we cry out with joy, . "Once I was blind, now I see" (Acts 26: 18). ' 

VII. THEY SHALL REIGN FOREVER 
John saw this heavenly city, "new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband" (Rev.21: 2). "And we shall reign with Him over the earth." 
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THINGS GOD HAS OBLIGATED HIMSELF TO DO

THINGS GOD HAS OBLIGATED HIMSELF TO DO

TEXT: Psalm J 38: 1,2 

INTRODUCTION: David had learned many a valuable lesson in the school of God's instruction. 

1. He learned to praise the Lord. (Not false Gods). 

2. He had learned the value of true worship. Verse 2. 

3. He had learned that God was loving & kind. 

4. He had learned to appreciate God's word. (Thy Truth) 

5. He had learned that God had obligated himself by his own word to do many things of which He couldn't change. 

1. TO SAVE EVERY SINNER WHO COMES TO JESUS ACCORDING TO HIS PLAN: Heb. 7:25 

a. Notice how far salvation goes. (Uttermost) 

b. Because continually intercedes for us. 

II. TO KEEP ALL WHOM HE SAVED: John 10:27-30 

a. How does God do this? 

1. They hear His voice. 

2. He knows them by name. 

3. They follow Him. 

b. He gives as a gift eternal life, and shields them from all possibil­

ity of danger. 

III. TO CHASTISE ALL THAT DISOBEY: Heb. 12;5·8 

a. We cannot live just any old way when God saves us. 

b. Chastise is to correct or straighten. 

IV. TO ANSWER EVERY PRAYER OF FAITH: Phil. 4:6-7 

a. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

unto God. 

V. TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR HIS CHILDREN: John 14. 

a. The new Jerusalem is our abode. Rev. 21: 1·2. 

b. A perfect place depends on perfect people. 

VI. TO COME AGAIN TO RECEIVE US: John 14: 

A. All Creation cries for this to take place. Romans 8:22 

VII. TO PUNISH ALL NATIONS WHO REJECT CHRIST: Psa. 9:17, Matt. 25:31-46 . 

CONCLUSION: God obligated Himself to do these things, but how do you fit into these plans? 
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                                   A Sin Unto Death

                                    By George Duke 

A Sin unto Death

Genesis 2: 15And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
I-Story of Adam and Eve

A-Satan beguiled Eve and she ate of the Tree

a-Then Adam also ate of the forbidden fruit

B-that day they died a Spiritual death

a-Spiritual death is a separation of a man from God

b-God had close communication with them daily

c-Now they were banned from the garden of Eden

d-Physical death is a separation of the body and the Spirit

C-Adam and Eve’s sin caused all men to be born in sin and shaped in iniquity. 

a-Adam and Eve had been created as sons of God

b-Their children would be born in sin because Satan had beguiled

a-Satan continues to beguile men today

II- God made a way of escape for man kind in the O.T.
A-Offering of a sacrifice for their sins

B-Blood of Bulls, goats, and sheep pushed their sins ahead until the perfect sacrifice was made  (Heb 9:13-15)
C-Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins (Heb. 9:22)

III-God in fore knowledge knew man would sin
A-From the foundation of the world had had also created a plan of redemption

B-Jehovah would create himself a body of flesh The Son of God 

a-The un-seeable God would take on the form of flesh

b-The Un-pronounceable name of God JHVH would become Jesus 

c-His blood would redeem man 

C-Men could become the sons of God by being born again

a-He came unto his own and they received him not but as many as received him to them he gave power to become sons of God (John 1:11-13)
b-You can become a son of God Obey (Acts 2:38-39)
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GIANTS IN OUR LIVES

By George Duke

GIANTS IN OUR LIVES
I- Story of David and the Giant

A-No I am not talking about the singing group

I am speaking of David and Goliath

B-David’s Father asked him to Carry food to his brothers where Israel was engaged in battle with the Philistines
C-Tell the story

II-It was not David that defeated the Giant

A-It was God that defeated Goliath
B-God was the Guide and David was the missile

It was David’s faith in God that brought the deliverance-If I asked you if you had faith raise your hands most of you would raise your hands-some would hesitate first maybe look around –But the fact is many of us might have faith in the wrong thing or person

C-David had followed psalms 23-1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

D-Think about These things mentioned in this Psalm

1-My Shepherd= One that watches over me 2-Maketh me to lie down in green pastures=Green Pastures Safe places –It is we that sometimes wander away from where God wants us to be 3-He restoreth my soul= your soul was destroyed with sin conscience was dead- His new birth restores and leads 4-In the valley of the shadow of death he is with us-He went before us and paid the price 5-He has prepared the food for our soul 6-He has anointed our heads with oil- How many of you felt his Spirit before you received him- That is a type of his anointing but it is the New birth where he fills our cup and if we allow him he will fill it to the uttermost

E-There will be many Giants in our lives but none that God can not help us overcome

Song-Let God arise his enemies be scattered
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HAS THE LORD ACCEPTED YOU?

By George Duke

HAS THE LORD ACCEPTED YOU?

Hebrews 11:4-By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.  5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

I-Have you accepted the Lord as your personal Saviour?

A-This is the normal altar call in most non-Apostolic Pentecostal Churches

B-Thousands come to Altars in many of their Meetings

C-Amazement shook me in Billy Graham Crusades how many came out of the stands

To Accept the Lord Jesus Christ

D-Fact is those that came to the altar came to accept Him

II-Paul stated two parts to coming to God

A-Faith

B-Action –Diligent seeking

C-Result = God’s reward

III-High Priest in the O.T. offered an offering yearly in the Holy of Holies

A-He came in fourth
B-He came dressed for the occasion

C-He came prepared to die if the offering was rejected

D-Fire from Heaven would consume the sacrifice if acceptable

IV-On the day of Pentecost in Acts 2

A-They had been diligently praying and seeking God

B-Suddenly God accepted their sacrifice

C-Fire of Pentecost fell upon them

D-People asked what must we do?
Then Peter answered them-Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
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                             ARE YOU PREPARED?

By George Duke

ARE YOU PREPARED?

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

I-Are you prepared for your past?

A-On the Job

B-In your Marriage

C-In the Political Arena

II-Are you prepared for the future?

A- In Your life and for your retirement

B- In your work for God
C- To meet God at the judgment
III-Today is the day to Prepare

A-Now is the time not tomorrow
B- Jesus did not wait; he already has a way for us

a-John 3: 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

C-Let me share with you some Positive Assurance for those that are diligent

a-Act 2: 37Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.
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                             THEN HE PASSED BY

                             By George Duke

THEN HE PASSED BY

Mark 10:46-46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. 47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me 8 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me

A-People gather for all types of reasons

1-To see the Pope or the President

2-To see a football game or a race or a Movie 

B-Bartemaeus heard the crowds coming his way

1- He could not see who was coming because he was blind but he heard who was coming

2-And when he heard who it was, he called out unto Him

 3We also need to call on Him

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 4-Jesus heard him Luke 10: 49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. 50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight.52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

C-Story of a Demon possessed man coming to Church

1-Every time we prayed with him, he went wild, so I asked the Church to fast and pray  

2- The next service at the Altar Jesus passed by and the Demon came out as he screamed

3-Then God filled him with his Spirit

D-Paper boy Johnny in Chicago struck by car

1-In hospital, he awoke and Jimmy in the next bed spoke to him about Jesus Christ Jimmy said after the lights go out and I pray he walks by my bed and takes my pain away so that night Johnny prayed and  as he had done since Jimmy Jesus passed by

2-Jimmy was excited the next morning and asked Johnny if Jesus had passed by? But there was no answer as Jesus had passed by but had taken Johnny with him

E-We must be ready for the coming of Jesus Christ

1-We do not want him to pass us by
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                                     SONS OF GOD

                                     By Pastor George Duke

SONS OF GOD

John 1:16 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name

I-Who are the true Sons of God

A-Adam and Eve were sons of God

B-The Angels were the sons of God

C-Jesus Christ was the Son of God

D-What defined them as a son of God?

1-All of them were directly created by God

2-Adam and Eve were created by God enjoyed Paradise and had a close relationship with God

3-Sin caused them to be cast out and bring forth after their own kind

II-Angels were created by God

A-The difference between Man and Angels

1-Man was just a little lower than the Angels

B-Both could fall

C-Angels that fell were also judged and cast down

III-Jesus Christ was created by God

A-God is Spirit, Jesus the Son was the Temple God created to manifest himself in

B-Bible states that God was in Christ

2 Corinthians 5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

C-Man had been created in the likeness of Jesus Christ

Gen 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

D-The Man Christ Jesus will sit on the Throne of God

IV-Man is not a son of God

A-All mankind comes from Adam and Eve

B-Man is brought forth after their own kind

C-Born in sin shaped in Iniquity Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

D-Can men overcome his natural birth?

V-Jesus Said he must be born again to become a son of God

A-Jesus and Nicodemus

John 3: 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

B-Peter was given the keys for the new birth

Matt. 16:19   and Acts 2:38
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STANDARDS A BLESSING OR A CURSE

By George Duke

STANDARDS A BLESSING OR A CURSE

“Your Honor, I am a Christian, I’m not like that lying, cheating girl over there!” I remember watching People in Court, and hearing the Plaintiff say those very words

I-My Question to you is:
A-Will your standard save you or cause you to be lost?

B-There are 3 categories of Major sins in the bible

1-Lust of the flesh 2-Lust of the Eye 3-Pride of life

C-Most of us can understand the first 2

D-But it is Pride that many Christians do not understand

II-What is Pride

A-Luke 18:11 best describes one with Pride

The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank you, that I am not as other men are, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

B-Proverbs 16:18 best describes the final results of Pride

“Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall

C-Pride is what causes many to be the Pharisees of today

D-Many of our so-called standards are not sin

1-They might be our downfall rather than the sin we think are in others

III-Jesus warned us about judging others
A-Matthew 7:1-3 7 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?

B-Story of the Prodigal son Luke 15:11-32

C-The key found in this story is forgiveness

D-The good son failed to understand the forgiveness of the Father

1-Have you misunderstood his forgiveness

2-No matter what you have done or where you have been Jesus Christ can save you

IV-The power of Forgiveness

A-Jesus Christ came to look for you and me

Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

B-Why do I use the word YOU

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

C-All of those on the day of Pentecost were given the power to be saved

D-Men and Brethren what shall we do Answer Acts 2:38 
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                                A Perfect Church

                                 By George Duke
A Perfect Church
2 Co. 7:1Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
I-What is a perfect Church?

A-The modern Church is built upon People

B-People are not perfect

C-Many that attend Church battle daily with Mind, Body, and Spirit

II-A perfect Church would operate with
A-100% Co-operation

1-Some today operate without the “Co.”

2-Bite and devour (Gal 5:15)

3-Need to be Kind and affectionate Ro. 12:10

4-We must be co-laborers together and endeavor to keep the unity

(Eph. 4:1-3)

B-100%Attendance
1-Early disciples steadfast (Acts 2:42)

2-We must come together and tarry one for the other 

3-Not forsake the assembling together (Heb. 10:25,26)

C-100% Giving

1-One must propose to give from the heart

2-Must give willingly and freely  (1 Cor. 16:1,2)

D-100% Living

1-A Christian is a light and must allow their life to shine (Matt. 5:13-16)

2-Christ must be seen through us  (Gal. 2:20)

E-Church must be built upon the Rock

1-That Rock is Jesus the solid rock

2-Jesus must be our all 

F-The Church must have the New Birth

1-Not mans plan but God’s plan  (John3 and Acts 2:38) 

2-Gifts of the Spirit not imitations of men

G-All must be able to attend an Assembly

1-God is the only one that can add to the Church (Acts 2:47)
2-The Church is the Kingdom 

3-Kingdom is made up of the sons of God
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Issumagijoujunnainermik!

By George Duke

Issumagijoujunnainermik
Mark 11:26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.

I-Forgiveness

A-Hardest command of God to obey

B-We say we forgive, but do we?

C-If you can not forget can you say you have forgiven?

D-This is where God can but we can’t

II-Easy to Say

A-Forgiveness In the English language it was easy to pronounce

B-But in the Eskimo language there was no single word forgiveness

C-When missionaries first shared the gospel with the Eskimos, they couldn’t find any word in the Eskimo language for forgiveness. So, they took a number of Eskimo words and joined them to form a new word — Issu-magi-jou-jun-nai-ner-mik — and it became the Eskimo word for forgiveness.

D-The individual words are “Not-being-able-to-think-about-it-anymore.”

III-Hazards of Not Forgiving

A-Bitterness, hatred, strife, shame, sorrow, murder

B-Divorce many times is caused by unforgiveness

C-Problem is caused by not being able to forget

IV-God Can be your source of Forgiving

A-God can help us to overcome

B –God forgives and forgets

C-By forgetting God sets a true example of Forgiving

D-God is willing to help you forgive

E-Even though they placed him on the cross his final words were Father forgive them

V-God is here to Forgive and to Forget

A-All we have to do is believe and repent

B-Then in baptism in the name of Jesus he will wash away all our sins

C-To reveal his forgiveness to you he will fill you with his Spirit

D- Those that are truly born again become the sons of God

John 1:12 KJV: But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,

So whenever a hurtful memory comes up, remember the word Issu-magi-jou-jun-nai-ner-mik, and say, “I can’t think about it anymore, it’s in God’s hands.”

[image: image73.jpg]



        Only the Sons of God will inherit the Kingdom of God

Only the Sons of God will inherit the Kingdom of God
John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. B-The Song only the lonely 

1-People from every Nation

A-Song we use to sing Jesus loves the little children of the world

B-We should never have division because of who we are!

2-Kingdom of God limited 

A-only a few will be a part of it

Matthew 13:22 And he went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? And he said unto them, 24Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.

3-kingdom of God does not include all that will be saved 

A-But it is the only way we can be assured of our salvation

4-The new birth is the only way to become a son of God

John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born [from above, spiritually] of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

5-Your personal experience must be real and genuine

A-No imitators please

B-Make sure your children do not imitate

C-Do not listen to those that say repeat after me 

If your experience is genuine, you will never forget it and God won’t either

A story has been told of a lion that was very proud and decided to take a walk one day to demonstrate his mastery over all the other creatures. He strutted his way through the forest until he came across a bear, “Who is the king of the jungle, bear?” “Why, of course, you are, mighty lion.” He went on until he found the tiger, “Who is the king of the jungle, tiger?” “Why, you are great lion.” Next the lion found the elephant, “Who is the king of the jungle, fat elephant?” The elephant immediately grabbed the lion with his trunk and spun him around a few times and slammed him to the ground. He then stepped on him a few times and picked him up and dunked him in the water and then threw him up against a tree.  The lion staggered to his feet and said, “Look, just because you don’t know the answer is no reason to get so upset!” The lion couldn’t handle the jungle truth of who was the real king. The truth, not just according to how I see it, but the actual truth, is: Christ is King.
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                 THE SAGA OF THE BIRTHRIGHT

                 By George Duke

THE SAGA OF THE BIRTHRIGHT
Genesis 25:19-34

I-Story of the birth of Jacob and Esau

A-Esau was the firstborn

B-Misunderstood the value of his Birthright

C-Jacob misunderstood the cost to keep that Birthright

II-Man Holds a Birthright

A-His first birthright is Sin & Death

Psalm 51:3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

B-A birthright passed down from Adam and Eve to all Generations

C-Today all men are born with the birthright of sin & death

1-First thing a child learns on their own is to sin (ie. lie)

III-Jesus Came to give us a new Birthright of Life

John 10: The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

A-Jesus not only told what he came to do but also How

John 3-1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 3-Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

B-Jesus then paid the price to purchase that right for all that will accept

1-On the 3rd day he overcame death and Hell

2-Before he ascended, he promised the new birth Acts 1 & 2

IV-Man must be born again to overcome his 1st Birthright

A-The New birth makes us sons of God

B-It breaks the curse of our old birthright sin and death

C-Today that promise is for you
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            YOU CAN’T HAVE SIN AND EDEN TOO

             By George Duke

YOU CAN’T HAVE SIN AND EDEN TOO

Ezekiel 18:20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

I-Eden was paradise for Adam and Eve

A-Adam and Eve

B-Only 1 thing you can not do

C-Satan used that one thing to put God down

D-They chose knowing the consequence

E-The curse that they suffered Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

II-Adam and Eve could not sin and have Eden too

A-Sin is not a standard but an evil

B-A standard can not save one born in sin

Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteous nesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

C-God did provide a means of salvation for man that pushed his sins ahead

D-The Blood

III-As man is born in sin only a rebirth could alter his destiny

A-Jesus told Nicodemus a man had to be born again John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

B-A birth is a miraculous event

C-So is the new birth that Jesus spoke of

D-Man’s desire is to take away the miraculous in this new birth
E-Jesus commands his disciples to wait for it to occur Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

IV-There is only one way to be born again

A-Follow the example given in Acts chapter 2

B-It will start with prayer and a wait

C-It will end with a miracle Acts 10:44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.

V-It is for you today
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                THE MINIISTRY OF BEING LET DOWN

                 By George Duke
THE MINIISTRY OF BEING LET DOWN
Text: Acts 9:25- Samuel 19:12- Mark 2:4

INTRO: My first experience of being let down by Spiritual things

I-Paul was let down
The disciples took Paul and by night let him down by the wall in a basket (Acts 9:24)

1-First he was let down by the disciples, not the sorry church members of Damascus that did it

2-Again Paul was let down in the night, not the day time when you are able to see things

II-David was let down
1- Michal let David down through a window: and he went, and fled, and escaped. I Samuel 19:12

1-First David was let down by dear friends not enemies-God sometimes uses those close to us to let us down

2-David’s being let down also involved roughness-Many times God allows us to end up bruised

3-After David was let down, he was replaced- Michal placed an Idol in bed where David had slept and covered it so it appeared to be him thus deceiving Saul. Have you ever been replaced?

III-The Palsied Man was let down
1-Like Job we may be let down by people who seem to be helping us

2-By being let down his pride was hurt. Many times, our pride is hurt in the church when we trust people rather than God

3-The men letting him down all worked in harmony in letting him down

IV-We must expect to be let down
1- By our friends

2-By our brothers and Sisters in the church

3- By our Pastor

V-God will never let you down

1-Everything he allows us to go through is for a purpose
2-He may say No but he never fails
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HAVE YOU CLIMBED THE JESUS TREE

By George Duke

HAVE YOU CLIMBED THE JESUS TREE
Luke 19: 1-10

Human Story of a man willing to go above and beyond in order to see Jesus Christ

3 of the records of conversion

1-It was Sudden    2-Zacchaeus was a Unlikely man   3-There was a thorough conversion

A good illustration of how we need to seek the Lord

I-You must mean business and be determined

A-A good starter is faith   Hebrews 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”

B-Zacchaeus was dissatisfied, hungry, and longing for that which he felt Jesus could supply

II- Obstacles he had to overcome

A-His Position

B-His Pride

C-The Crowd (peers)

III-That day Zacchaeus received the Lord Jesus Christ in his person

A-Jesus stopped where He was

B-Jesus came to his house

C-Today we must receive him through his Spirit

IV-We must be willing to have faith and Repent

A-Repentance is a complete turning around

B-Then we must Continue to follow Jesus Christ and his word

John 7:38 “He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”

V-Zacchaeus’s conversion was before the new covenant but Obedience would have placed Zacchaeus in that upper room on the day of Pentecost

A-Jesus had commanded them to wait in Jerusalem     At Jerusalem Jesus fulfilled his promise: John 16: 19″I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”

B-When Peter answered the question Men and brethren what must we do ?

C-Peter answered the question in Acts 2:38

D-Are you ready to climb that tree to Jesus Christ

1-Repent    2-Be baptized in Jesus name for the remission of your sins3-Through faith allow Jesus Christ to come and dine at your house by receiving his Spirit
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                      5 ERRORS IN THE BIBLE

                      by George Duke

5 ERRORS IN THE BIBLE

Let me start off by saying there are no errors regarding the written word of God. The errors that are therein are the errors of men.

I- Adam and Eve’s Error Gen 3:

A-Eve listened to the serpent Adam listened to Eve

B-The Christian needs to avoid listening to the voice of Satan

C-Satan used 3 things to tempt Eve

1-Lust of the eye 2-Lust of the flesh 3-Pride of life

D-End result was the loss of Paradise

1-Sin passed on 2-Death passed on to all men

II-Lot’s Error

A-Lot moved in with the world

1-Lived a life of separation later he moved into Sodom

2-Child of God is in the world but not of the world

B-Compromised with sin

C-Lost his family

III-Error of Judas

A-Judas held one of the highest positions with Jesus

B-Allowed the evil of Money to capture him

1-John 12:3Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 4Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, which should betray him, 5Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? 6This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.

C-Money ruled Judas to the point he sold his Saviour to Satan for 30 pieces of silver

D-Judas could have repented and been forgiven instead he hung himself

IV-Error of Peter

A-One of the Lord’s inner circle

B-Had courage to cut off ear of arresting Soldier

C-lacked the courage to stand for Jesus when chips were down

D-Repented of his sins

E-Baptism of the Holy Spirit empowered him to stand after ascension of Jesus

F-Courage to stand up and share the keys to the Kingdom on the day of Pentecost

G-You can be forgiven You can be born again you can be empowered Obey Acts 2″38
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SIGNS OF OUR TIMES

by George Duke

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES
Text: Mark 13:1 And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!  2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled? 5 And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you: 

6 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
I-World Wide Deception

1-Deceived by false Christ’s (vs. 4)

2-Deceived by false prophet’s (vs. 5)

3-Deceived by false signs and wonders (vs. 24) (2 Thess. 2:9-12)

II- World Wide Coldness (vs. 12)

1-False gods

2-Rebellion (Witchcraft)

3-Sin with no boundary

4-Lack of Devine Order (Judges 17:6)

III-World Wide Preaching of the Gospel (vs. 14)

1- Gospel was preached

A-days of Enoch

B-days of Noah

C-days of John Baptist, Jesus, & Apostles

D-Today

IV-World Wide Abomination

I-Antichrist Spirit in the pulpits

2-Unsaved Ministry in the pulpit
3-Pulpits locked against the truth

4-People having tickled ears and loving it

V-Judgment of God

1-Judgement will come

A-Nations, harlot church, apostate preachers, and the devil

2-Do not include yourself in the judgment
A-Repent of your sins, call on the name of Jesus in water baptism for remission, & allow him to fill you with his Holy Spirit as he did the Apostles
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                      Why God has not Answered our Prayer

Why God has not Answered our Prayer
Proverbs 22:2 “O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not”
1-Many times we pray and God does not appear to have heard 
A-We must search our Mind, Soul, and Spirit sometimes to find the answer

B-Many times the reason is right before our eyes if we would be honest

2-Reasons why God may not have answered your prayer

A-Unbelief- Heb. 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  James 1:6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

B-Iniquity- Psalms 66:18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: Isa. 59:1- Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 2- But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
C-Lust of the flesh- James 4:3  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. II Tim. 3:4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

D-Unforgiving Spirit- Mark 11:25-And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.

3-How to have your prayers heard
A-Faith    B-Repentance  C-Forgiving Spirit

D-Listen-1 Samuel 3:9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
E-Obedience- Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.
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LIVING A WHOLESOME CHRISTIAN LIFE

LIVING A WHOLESOME CHRISTIAN LIFE

Text: Phil. 4:5-7 

1. WE NEED TO DEVELOP A WHOLESOME OUTLOOK ON LIFE. 

Some folks always have a sour outlook on everything. This we ought 

to fight like a rattlesnake! We can't be happy. all the time, but. there 

are times when we should have some JOY in living and be happy In our lives. 

II. WE NEED TO FACE REALITY IN EVERYTHING 

The reason a lot of our problems arise is because we do not want to 

face our problems. We ought to face each problem and deal with it 

soberly and intelligently and try not to run away from it or avoid it. 

III. WE NEED TO BE ACTIVE IN LIFE 

I believe God detests lazy people. The Bible says for us not to be 

"slothful in business, fervent in spirit serving the Lord." I see so 

many people today who are drifting aimlessly through life with no 

apparent goal but just to live until they die. God has so ordered the 

laws of nature that man has to work for a living. 

IV. WE OUGHT TO HAVE A GOAL IN LIFE 

The Apostle Paul said that he pressed toward the mark for the prize 

of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Everyone of us ought 

to set up some goals in life. After we have reached one goal We 

ought to set up another and press toward it until we reach it. 

V. WE OUGHT TO AVOID SELF-PITY 

So many people are so innately selfish that they think only of them­

selves. We can never be truly happy as long. as we seek to always 

satisfy our own selfishness and never stop to help others. Christ said 

"Greater love hath no man than a man lay down his life for his friend." 

VI. WE OUGHT TO HAVE A DETERMINATION TO SUCCEED IN WHATEVER WE DO 

It isn't a shame to stumble and fall but it is a shame to lie down there 

and make no effort to get up and try again. We ought to get up and 

try again until we accomplish our goal. If we can't reach that goal, 

then we ought to set up a goal that won't be so hard to reach. 

VII. WE NEED TO HAVE A WHOLESOME SENSE OF HUMOR 

A lot of Christians go around with a long face like a mule eating saw 

briars and they appear as if they've lost their best friend, We need to 

have times when we can laugh and enjoy ourselves in the Lord and in 

our lives. The Bible says in Proverbs 17: 22, "A merry heart doeth 

good like a medicine, but a broken spirit drieth the bones."
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Joy of the Lord is my Strength
Joy of the Lord is my Strength

Ex. 15:2 The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt him.
I. THE JOY OF THE SAVIOUR 

In the 17th chapter of John and the 18th verse we read, "And now 

come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they (that is 

His followers) might have my joy fulfilled in themselves." 

II. THE JOY OF CHRIST'S PRESENCE 

The second means of Christian joy is the very presence of Christ in 

our hearts and lives. Luke, in Acts 2:28 quotes from Psalm 16: 11 and 

writes, "thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance." "In 

thy presence there is fullness of joy." Paul says, "Christ in you the 

hope of glory." Oh, what joy to know that He abides within us. 

IlL THE JOY OF PRAYER 

Going back to John 16:24 for another means of joy, we hear Jesus say, "Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full." This is the 

joy of asking, the joy of prayer. Thank God for the "Sweet Hour of 

Prayer." 

IV, THE JOY OF FELLOWSHIP 

The joy we find in Christian fellowship is also a factor that contributes greatly to our happiness. Paul, in Romans 15:32 says, "That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. " 

V, THE JOY OF FRUIT-BEARING 

The joy of fruit-bearing is seen in the 15th chapter of John and the 

lIth verse. 'These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might 

remain in you, and that your joy might be full." I n I Thessalonians 

2: 10, Paul speaks of those who were saved under his ministry as his 

"joy" or "crown of rejoicing" at the coming of the Lord Jesus. There 

is joy in witnessing for Christ. 

VI. THE JOY OF HARDSHIPS 

James gives us another means of joy in the 1st chapter and the 2nd 

verse. "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers tempta­

tions (or testing’s). “The world does not understand how a Christian 

can smile through adversity, laugh at trouble. glary in trials, and 

have joy in testings. Fiery trials make golden Christians 

VII. THE JOY OF THE RESURRECTION 

In John 16:22 we have these words. "And ye now, therefore, have sor­

row; but j will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you." 
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ONE THING IN HEAVEN MADE BY MAN

ONE THING IN HEAVEN MADE BY MAN

"THE WOUNDS OF JESUS" 

Text: Luke 24:36-40 36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.

INTRODUCTION: The wounds of the Son of God shall ever remain. Why did the Son of God allow these wounds or scars to remain? He has the power to erase them. These wounds were marks of His passion, His suffering for you and for me. 

What have these wounds done and what will they do. 

I. FIRST, THEY HAD GREAT INFLUENCE UPON HIS DISCIPLES. 

A. They established His identity. Luke 24: 36-40. 

B. "It is I myself" (vs. 39). The same Christ they had deserted. 

C. They were the means of convincing Thomas. John 20:24-29. 

II. SECOND, HIS WOUNDS WILL BE THE THEME OF ETERNAL 

WONDER TO THE ANGELS. 

A. They saw Him leave heaven, and had gone with Him as far as 

possible, singing at His birth. 

B. Some watched while He was here upon the earth. I Tim. 3: 16. 

C. When He returned, they must have crowded around Him asking, 

What are these wounds in thy hands?" Zech. 13 :6. 

III. THIRD, THESE WOUNDS ARE HIS TROPHIES. 

A. Men win trophies for various reasons in this life: In the sports 

world, in the world of stage, movies, television, in the world of 

business and profession; even in war. IlL: The Purple Heart. 

B. The wounds of Christ are His trophies of victory. 

1. Over death. Rev. 1: 17-18, d. 1 Cor. 16 '54-55 

2. Over sin. Rom. 4:25. 

3. Over Satan. Heb. 2: 14~15, cf. I Cor. 10: 13. 

IV. FOURTH, THESE WOUNDS GUARANTEE A JUDGMENT. 

A. Man is guilty of crucifying the Son of God. Acts 2: 22-24. 

B. It is this resurrected Christ with His wounds that will judge. John 

5 :26-27. And those who have rejected Him will be damned. John 

3:18,36, cf. Rev. 20;14-15.
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                          WHY SHOULD ONE TITHE 

WHY SHOULD ONE TITHE

Text: I Peter 3: 15 

1. TITHE BECAUSE GOD BLESSED THE FIRST TlTHER. 

Abraham paid tithes to "Melchizedek, king of Salem ... the priest of 

the most high God" (Gen. 14: 18). Melchizedek was a type of Jesus 

Christ, the believer's King-Priest (Heb, 5 :5-10). 

II. TlTHE BECAUSE IN DOING SO I ACKNOWLEDGE GOD'S 

OWNERSHIP OF ALL 

Jacob, fleeing from home frightened and penniless, God appeared to 

him in the way, and Jacob vowed (pledged): "Of all that thou shalt 

give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee" (Gen. 28:22). Jacob 

thus acknowledging God's ownership of all by promising to give to the Lord a tenth of "ALL that THOU shalt give me." 

III. TITHE BECAUSE GOD PROMISED OVERFLOWING BLES­

SINGS TO TITHERS 

"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse . . .. and prove me now 

herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 

of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 

enough to receive it" (Mal. 3: 10). Therefore, the believer should prove God with tithes and offerings, and then claim the blessings God has promised. " 

IV. TlTHE BECAUSE JESUS COMMENDED TITHING 

Jesus commended tithing: "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and Cummin, and have 

omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: 

these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone." (Matt. 23:23.) 

V. TITHE BECAUSE I AM SO COMMANDED TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRY 

In I Corinthians 9: 13 Paul reminded Christians that the priests and 

levites in Israel lived by the tithes of the people. In the very next 

verse he said: "Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach 

the gospel should live of the gospel." 

VI.TITHE BECAUSE JESUS LIVES AND RECEIVED MY TITHES 

"And here men that die receive tithes; but there HE RECEIVETH 

THEM, of whom it is witnessed that HE LIVETH" (Heb. 7:8), and 

God loveth a cheerful giver" (II Cor. 9: 7). Unless a person tithes be­

cause he loves Christ, he will not be blessed for it, but if he tithes out 

of love for Christ and lost souls, he will be blessed in the same degree 

God blesses a man for any good work. 
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                   THE DEVIL MADE HER DO IT

THE DEVIL MADE HER DO IT

Luke 8: 1-3 1 And it came to pass afterward*, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him, 2 And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils, 3 And Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto him of their substance.

INTRODUCTION:  Demon-possession was a fairly frequent phenomenon during Christ's earthly ministry. Although it seems as if there is not so much of that sort of activity today, the influence and power of the demon's master, Satan, certainly have not diminished. In many respects, demon-possession persons depicted the plight of the unsaved. 

I. HER BACKGROUND. 

A. She was a native of Magdala (a city in Galilee) . 

B. She was a victim of demon-possession (by seven "devils"). 

II. HER CALLING: TO MINISTER TO CHRIST 

A. She ministered to Him during His ministry (Luke 8: 2,3) . 

B. She ministered to Him throughout His crucifixion. (John 19:25). 

C. She ministered to Him following His resurrection. (John 20: 1,2). 

III. HER AFFLICTION: SHE WAS POSSESSED BY SEVEN 

"DEVILS" (DEMONS). 

A. The nature of demons. 

1. They are spirits (Matthew 12: 43-45 ) . 

2. They are numerous (Mark 5:9). 

3. They are powerful (Mark 5: 2-4). 

4. They are evil (Acts 19: 15). 

B. The function of demons. 

1. They are Satan's emissaries (Matthew 25 :41). 

2. They are God's opponents (Revelation 16: 14) . 

3. They are man's antagonists (Mark 9: 17-20). 

C. The destiny of demons: eternal torment (Matthew 8:29; cf. Luke 

8 :31). 

IV. HER SIGNIFICANCE. 

A. Her demonized condition was symbolic of man's depraved nature. 

B. Her deliverance from the demons was symbolic of man's de­

Liverance from sin.
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                                  HIS DAY HAD COME

HIS DAY HAD COME
Acts 3: 1-11 

1. THE MEN: Vrs. 1,4,6 

1. They were praying men. V. 1. 

2. They were men of Christian influence. V. 4. 

Ill. of Acts 4: 13. A. Look on my life. II Cor. 3: 2. B. Look on 

my preaching. C. Look on my motives. 

3. They were men conscience of the power of God. 

A. They realized along with this power they had a responsibility 

toward others. (They were poor material). 

II. THE MAN: Vrs. 2, 5. 

Typical of every man born of woman, Psa, 51: Dead spiritually, 

needed resurrection John 11 :25. . 

2. Man is sinner and stands condemned cursed, separated from God, 

rebel, totally depraved. 

III. THE MEANS: Vrs. 6, 16. 

1. Not silver or gold - I Peter 1: 18-21 

2. "Through faith in His name" Matt. 1 :21, Acts 4: 12. 

3. He took his place as a helpless beggar. How un-like the world 

today, "The preaching of the cross is foolishness and an offense to 

the world. 

IV. THE METHOD: Vrs. 6, 16. 

1. "By faith" Heb. 11 :6, Eph. 2:8-10. 

2. God has no other method of saving lost souls than the faith way. 

A. Not giving up anything, but, receiving Christ, He's "Better than 

anything you've got now. 

V. THE MIRACLE: Vrs. 7,8,9. 

1. This man's position changed - (outside-inside) 

2. This man stood up - Rom. 5 :2. 

"By whom (Jesus) also have access into this grace where-in we 

stand." 

3. This man walked - implies progress, growth in grace spiritually. 

Heb. 6: 1 "Go on to perfection". Seven ways we are to walk after 

salvation. 1. Walk in love - Eph. 5 :2. 2. Walk in truth - III John 

3. Walk in spirit - Gal. 5:14. 4. Walk by faith - II Cor. 5:7. 

5. Walk in newness of life - Rom. 6:4. 6. Walk honestly - Rom. 

13: 13. 7. Walk worthy of the Lord - Col. 1: to. 

VI-Today could be your Miracle
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THE ANCHOR OF GOD

THE ANCHOR OF GOD

TEXT: Hebrews 6: 16-20. 

INTRODUCTION: In these difficult days when Religions are hanging by a bare thread, and their leaders are tossed about by every false wind that blows; while most of the trumpets of the pulpit are giving uncertain sound and the storm clouds of liberalism continue to rise; it's good to have an anchor that holds. Our anchor holds because it is secured by the following: 

1. THE ETERNAL WORD OF GOD'S SCRIPTURES. v 18. 

A. Light to guide us in the way of righteousness. 

B. Fire to burn and birth us into God's family. 

C. Sword to pierce and judge us. 

II. THE EVERLASTING SACRIFICE OF CHRIST THE SAVIOUR 

Heb. 1:3. 

A. Satisfied the father’s requirements. 

B. Shed His blood for the sinner's substitute. 

C. Settled the sin question for the time and eternity. 

III. THE EXALTED POSITION OF THE SON. Phil. 2:9-11. 

A. A position above all others. 

B. A place no one else can occupy. 

C. A people no one else can claim. 

IV. THE ENTERNG WITHIN THE VEIL OF THE SANCTUARY. v. 19 

A. Behind the veil to free us. 

B. Before the father to favor us. 

e. Because of Calvary to forgive us. 

VI. THE EXCESSIVE POWER OF GOD SUPERNATURAL.
 1 Chr. 

29: II. 

A. Almighty in scope of power. 

B. Absolute in sovereignty and purity. 

C. Administered for our daily provisions. 

VI. THE ENDOWMENT OF OUR GREAT SALVATION. Heb. 9:14-15. 

A. His character and claim. 

B. His cross our credit. 

C. His crown our confidence. 

V!I. THE EXPERIENCE OF THE BELIEVING SINNER. 2 Tim. 1: 12. 

A. I know that Christ saves and satisfies. 

B. I know that the Spirit seals and sanctifies 

C. I know that the Scriptures are sufficient.
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THE MAN WHO MISSED THE “CHURCH SERVICE "

THE MAN WHO MISSED THE “CHURCH SERVICE "

Text: "But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came" (John 20:24) 

INTRODUCTION: Thomas, the man who missed church! One cannot blame some for being absent from church because as far as anyone can tell Jesus never comes. At least He is never recognized, or permitted to manifest Himself. But in this instance, it was blessedly different. Jesus did come, speak to them, bless and commission them. Note what Thomas missed. 

1. THOMAS MISSED SWEET FELLOWSHIP 

1. " ... the disciples were assembled ... " (v. 19). 

a. The church offers fellowship. 

h. The church offers comfort. 

c. The church offers inspiration. 

2. In spite of their fears, they were at least assembled. 

11. THOMAS MISSED SEEING JESUS 

1. " ... came Jesus and stood in the midst ... " (v. 19). 

a. It is wonderful when Jesus comes to Church .. 

III. THOMAS MISSED THE BENEDICTION OF PEACE 

1. "Peace be upon you" (v. 19) 

a. There is always a loss of our spiritual man when we absent our­

selves from the fellowship of saints. 

IV. THOMAS MISSED THE REVELATION OF HIS RESURRECTION BODY 

1. "He showed unto them His hands and His side" (v. 20). 

a. As is usually the situation, Thomas missed seeing exactly what he 

needed to strengthen his faith. 

V. THOMAS MISSED THE GREAT COMMISSION 

1. "As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you" (v, 21). 

a. This event could never be completely recalled. Who knows but 

this could be why we hear almost nothing about Thomas later. 

VI. THOMAS MISSED HAVING HIS FAITH BUILTUP 

1. "The other disciples said: We have seen the Lord." But He said, 

"Except I shall see in His hand ... etc., etc." (v. 24). 

VII. THOMAS MISSED THE BREATHING ON OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

John 20:22. "And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and 

saith unto them, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." 

CONCLUSION; Thomas missed a "supernatural" manifestation of Jesus. Those who miss such can never quite catch up. 
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       THE DISCIPLE WHO NEVER CALLED JESUS "LORD" 

THE DISCIPLE WHO NEVER CALLED JESUS "LORD"

TEXT: John 6:64-71, John 13:27 

INTRODUCTION: A betrayer is hated by everyone. School children hate tattletales. Criminals hate stool pigeons. Christians hate gossipers. Why Jesus chose him is and always has been a mystery in the Divine providence of God. No children are bad enough to be named Judas Iscariot. No children are good enough to be named Jesus Christ. 

I.WHO HE WAS 

1. Only disciple who was not a Galilean. 

2.  He had a bad heart- like Cain, Balaam, Herod, and Korah, who all had a bad heart. 

3. Man with great light - Judas was a professional hypocrite. 

4. Bad man in a good position - Acts 1: 17 

5. Lover of money 

6. Man of great power - Matt. 10: 1 

7. Only disciple who never called Jesus Lord 

II. WHAT JUDAS LEARNED TOO LATE 

1. A clean life is not good enough. 

2. A good environment is not good enough. (Some are reared in a Christian home and/or school.) 

3. Doing Christian work will not suffice, work will not save. 

4. Ill gotten.gain brings misery (took back money). 

5. Hell begins here on earth. It was night-what greater punishment. 

III.WHERE JUDAS WENT - WAS HE SAVED? 

1. He went to Hell from a high position. 

2. He went to Hell fooling people. 

3. He went to Hell doing Christian work. 

4. He went to His~ own pl~"'" Acts 1:2 

5. He went out into the night (greater night in his soul). John 13:40 

IV. WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM EXPERIENCE OF 

JUDAS? 

1. Dangerous to reject God given light. Wise men followed God-given light. 

2. Dangerous to trifle with the truth. 

3. When the Divine boundary is crossed, lost forever. 

4. Do not abuse your God given privileges. Attend church. Hear gospel, 

5. Above all we should not sell out
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                           VICTORY SHALL BE MINE

VICTORY SHALL BE MINE
(A New Year Message) 

TEXT: And the Lord said unto Joshua ... =Joshua 6:2 

INTRODUCTION: There are many places in the Bible where we find a record of the Lord's pIan for Victory, but possibly one of the very best is the one connected with the conqueror of Jericho. In the unfolding of the Lord's plan we find the following steps, and we will do well to follow these unto victory in every undertaking. 

I. LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD 

When Joshua was by Jericho he saw a man with a drawn sword in his hand. When asked who he was the man answered, "As captain of the host of the Lord am I come." Joshua then said, as he fell on his face before the Lord, "What saith my Lord unto his servant?" 

II. LEARN THE WILL OF THE LORD 

As the Lord spoke to Joshua, he revealed to him his will. The will of the Lord for Joshua and Israel was for them to cross over the Jordan River; conquer Jericho and the entire land about, divide it among the tribes and use it for the Lord. We can learn the will of the Lord for our life, for our home, for our church, and for our nation if we will speak to the Lord and hear his message. Learn the will of the Lord. 

III. LOVE THE WAY OF THE LORD 

The Lord told Joshua that he would win victory over Jericho if he would form a line of march in a certain way, go about the city once each day for six days, and on the seventh day go around seven times, sound the trumpets and let all the people shout. This was the revealed way of the Lord for victory. Joshua followed in it. Love the way of the Lord and go in it and win Victory for the Lord. 

IV. LIVE THE WISHES OF THE LORD 

The Lord was looking for Joshua to trust him. He did just as the Lord commanded. If anyone expressed doubt about victorv on the basis of the plan of the Lord, Joshua could say, "The Lord said it and I believe it and that settles it." He lived the wishes of the Lord. 

V. LOOK FOR VICTORY OF THE LORD 

Joshua did all the Lord told him to do and did it in the way the Lord told him to do it. When all had completed the seventh round about the city on the seventh day, Joshua commanded the priests to sound the trumpets and the people to shout. As they did this Joshua stood looking for victory and the walls of Jericho fell down and victory came. Listen to the Word of the Lord, learn his will love his way, live his wishes.
[image: image91.jpg]A MAN WHO DARES TO
WASTE ONE HOUR OF TIME A
HAS NOT DISCOVERED THE

VALUE OF LIFE.

CHARLES DARWIN /,/




"I DIDN'T HAVE TIME"

"I DIDN'T HAVE TIME"

Text: Luke 14:18  INT. People offer many excuses for not obeying God. One most often heard is "I didn't have time!" Let us consider the following excuses: 

I. "I DIDN'T HAVE TIME TO PRAY" 

The Bible Teaches: 

A. Prayer is a dynamic force in the life of a Christian (J as. 5: 16). 

B. Prayer is a marvelous privilege and a command (Isaiah 55:6; 

Phil. 4:6; Matt. 7:7). 

C. God takes delight in the prayers of the upright (Prov. 15:8; I 

Thess. 5: 17). 

n. "I DIDN'T HAVE TIME TO ASSEMBLE WITH CHRISTIANS" 

The Bible Teaches: 

A. Assembling with the saints is a command (Heb. 10:25-31). 

B. Assembling with the saints is essential for edification. (Heb. 

10:23-25). 

C. Failure to meet with the saints brings disastrous consequences 

(Matt. 7:21; Rom. 6:23; Jas. 4: I 7). 

III. "I DIDN'T HAVE TIME TO STUDY GOD'S WORD" 

The Bible Teaches: 

A. That Christians must read God's Word regularly (I Tim. 4: 13). 

B. That Christians must study God's Word regularly (II Tim. 

2: 15; Heb. 4: 12; John 12:48). 

C. That Christians must meditate on God's Word regularly (Deut. 

6:6-8; Psalm I). 

IV. "1 DIDN'T HAVE TIME TO CARE FOR THE NEEDY" 

The Bible Teaches: 

A. In both Testaments you are taught to care for the poor and 

needy (Prov. 29:7; T 82:1-4; Matt. 25:31-46; Gal. 6:10). 

B. The Parable of the Good Samaritan illustrates the need to care 

for the poor (Luke 1O:25~37). 

C. "Pure religion" defined includes caring for the poor and needy 

(Jas. 1 :27). 

V. "I DIDN'T HAVE TIME TO SHARE CHRIST WITH THE 

LOST" 

The Bible Teaches: 

A. Jesus came into the world to seek and save the lost (Luke 

19: 10).
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HOW TO FIND GOD'S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE
HOW TO FIND GOD'S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE

Text: Romans 12: 1-2 

1- God has a plan for every person, and we find peace and satisfaction only if we are daily committed to that plan. 

How to find God's Will. 

1. YOU MUST WANT GOD'S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE 

You must want God's will above everything else, regardless of what it might involve. God's will is just as important in one area as it is in another. 

The first thing to do in finding God's Will for your life is to seek it at any and all costs. 

II. THE HOLY SPIRIT LEADS YOU TO KNOW GOD'S WILL 

The Holy Spirit will speak to you if you will let Him. Jesus described the ministry of the Holy Spirit in John 14:26: "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance. 

III. THE BIBLE REVEALS GOD'S WILL 

God never wills anything contrary to His Word. The Psalmist said, "The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple" (Psalm 119: 130). So it is our searchlight to shine before us through this dark world. 

Jesus tells us, "Search the scriptures ... " (John 5:39). We must do so if we expect to find His will. 

IV. MESSAGES THROUGH CHRIST REVEAL GOD'S WILL 

Many times, God has used His speaker to stir the hearts of Chris­

tians, leading into His will for their lives. In soul winning conferences, revivals and other services and conferences many times God speaks to hearts to be or do a certain thing. 

V. GODLY COUNSELORS HELP REVEAL GOD'S WILL 

. Proverbs II:14: " ... in the multitude of counselors there is safety." 

We are not discussing here the Christian who feels he or she 

Knows all the answers for everyone's life and feels it's his or her 

Obligation to show this "tremendous knowledge" to others. We are concerned with getting counsel from Christians who are godly 

Christians.
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DON'T BE DECEIVED

DON'T BE DECEIVED

Text: Gal. 6:7 

I. DON'T BE DECEIVED ABOUT YOUR LIFE 

We must not be deceived by a feeling of false security. The most 

Confident may fall. "For if a man thinketh himself to be something when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself" (Gal. 6:3). They need to look to themselves lest they be tempted (Gal. 6: I) and to take heed lest they fall (I Cor. 10: 12). 

II. DON'T DECEIVE YOURSELF BY HEARING ONLY 

Multitudes have been deceived by a passive attitude, by hearing and refusing to obey. "But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deluding your own selves" (James 1:22). The doers of the Word are the wise who build upon the rock, but the hearers only are the foolish who build upon the sand (Matt. 7:24-27). 

III. DON'T BE DECEIVED BY THINKING YOU CAN MOCK GOD 

They think they can sow one thing and reap something different. But Paul teaches that it cannot be done. "Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7). "For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life" (Gal. 6:8). ' 

IV. DON'T BE DECEIVED BY SIN 

"Lest anyone of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin" (Heb. 3: 13). The Bible speaks of "the pleasures of sin for a season" (Heb. 11 :25). 

Sin is a snake in the grass, a wolf in sheep's clothing. God does 

not want us to be deceived by its false pretense and enticing nature. 

V. DON'T BE DECEIVED BY RICHES 

The thorny-ground hearer was overcome by the deceitfulness of 

riches. "The care of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the Word" (Matt. 13:22). 

"A man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 

which he possesseth" (Luke 12:15). 

"For riches certainly make themselves wings, like an eagle that 

flieth toward heaven" (Proverbs 23:5). 

VI. DON'T BE DECEIVED BY FALSE DOCTRINES 

Satan uses every form of strategy, trickery and deceit to fight the 

work of God and to damn souls.
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WHAT THE DEVIL DOES WANT ME TO DO

WHAT THE DEVIL DOES WANT ME TO DO

Text; James 4:7 "Submit yourselves therefore to God, Resist the devil, and he will flee from you." 

INT. The Devil will endeavor to hinder the Christian in many areas but there are some battle fronts where he will especially mount his attack. 

1. THE DEVIL DOES NOT WANT ME TO READ MY BIBLE 

. With resolve I must read the Word, hear the Word, study the Word, memorize the Word and meditate in the Word, the Devil will hinder me from the Word of God. 

II. THE DEVIL DOES NOT WANT ME TO PRAY 

The Devil knows that prayer brings me into closer fellowship with 

God; prayer brings the power of God; prayer brings revival; prayer brings the things I need to be an effective servant for Christ. 

III. THE DEVIL DOES NOT WANT ME TO ATTEND AND SUP­PORT THE LOCAL CHURCH 

The Devil knows that the local church is Christ's divinely ordained vehicle to carryon God's work. The Devil knows the value of the church. 

I must heed the words of Hebrews 10:25 if I am going to succeed 

in not letting the Devil hinder me from attending church regularly. 

The Devil knows that a dedicated, honest and clean Christian 

preaches a twenty-four-hour sermon each day by his or her life. 

With resolve I must determine to be separated from the defile­

ment of sin in the world and be separated to a godly life that pleases God. 

V. THE DEVIL DOES NOT WANT ME TO BE FILLED WITH 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 

The Devil knows that a Christian who is filled with the Holy Spirit is joyful, radiant, and a powerful witness for Christ (Eph. 5: 18-20; Acts I :8). He will do all in his power to keep me from being a Spirit-filled Christian. 

VI. THE DEVIL DOES NOT WANT ME TO TRUST GOD 

The Devil will do all he can to cause me to keep my eye on the 

obstacle, the problem, and the aggravation. With God's help, I will endeavor to keep my eyes on the Lord Who is bigger than all these things.
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HOW TO BE A GOOD CHRISTIAN

HOW TO BE A GOOD CHRISTIAN

I. PRAY WITHOUT CEASING (I Thessalonians 5:17) 

Praying is not only talking to God but expecting, knowing He will res­pond to your prayers. A person who does not have a good prayer life never amounts to much spiritually. A husband and wife could not main­tain a good marital relationship without verbal communication; nor can the Christian maintain a good relationship with God without praying to Him. See I Thessalonians 5:17; John 15:7; Matthew 21:22; I John 3:22. 

II. BE OBEDIENT TO GOD'S WILL 

Knowing God's will is not enough. One must do God's will to be a fruitful Christian. He says, " ... to obey is better than sacrifice ... " (I Samuel 15:22). 

III. BE A SOUL WINNER (ACTS) 1 :8) 

God saves us so we may serve Him. The greatest service we can render to Him is to lead others to a saving knowledge of Christ. Paul said, "I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some" (I Corin­thians 9:22). 

IV. BE FAITHFUL TO YOUR CHURCH 

"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another; and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching" (Hebrews 10:25). 

V. STUDY THE BIBLE 

This is a command of God. II Timothy 2: 15; "Study to shew thyself ap­proved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the world of truth. Psalm 119: 130; "The entrance of thy word giveth light; it giveth under standing unto the simple. 

VI. BE A CHEERFUL GIVER 

Give yourself first, then your substance. We give so God's work may flourish, not to get a reward or to earn a better standing with God. We give because we love God and want to have a part in His work. God will bless a cheerful giver. Malachi 3: 10. 

VII. DON'T SETTLE FOR MEDIOCRITY IN YOUR LIFE 

"Good" has always been the enemy of "best." Don't be satisfied with be­ing a "good Christian" -be the best. Don't settle for doing a "good job" for God - do the best.
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THE SEVEN FEASTS OF JEHOVAH

THE SEVEN FEASTS OF JEHOVAH

Text: Lev. 23 

INTRODUCTION: In the 23rd Chapter of Leviticus seven feast days, or periods, make up the religious calendar of Israel's year. 

I. PASSOVER 

This occurred on the evening of the 14th day of the first month. 

See Ex. 12:1-4; Lev. 23:4, 5 Deut. 16:6. The Passover foreshadowed the sacrifice of Christ (I Cor. 5:7). 

II. UNLEAVENED BREAD 

This began the day following Passover and lasted seven days. 

Its typical significance is found in I Cor. 5-8. 

III. FIRST FRUITS 

This took place when the barley began to ripen. A sheaf was 

cut on the day before the Sabbath, deposited before the altar, 

and waved the day after the Sabbath before the Lord. The anti­

type is found in the resurrection of Christ (I Cor. 15 :20) . 

IV. PENTECOST 

This took place fifty days after first fruits. Its anti type is found 

in the coming of the Holy Spirit on this very day. (Acts 2). 

V. TRUMPETS 

This feast took place on the first day of the seventh month. The 

antitypes are found in I Cor. 15:52; Matt. 24:31). 

VI. ATONEMENT 

This took place on the tenth day of the seventh month. Its anti­

type is found in Israel's glorious deliverance at the coming of 

her Messiah. See Heb. 9:28; Joel 2:11-15; Zech. 12:10-13). 

VII. TABERNACLES 

This took place on the fifteenth day of the seventh month and 

lasted for one week. Its typical fulfillment is found in the millen­

nial age. See Zech. 14:16-21. We say the same of the feasts as 

we said concerning the tabernacle and the offerings, a definite 

Course of study will yield glorious food for the soul.
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THE SEVEN WONDERS OF ALL TIME

THE SEVEN WONDERS OF ALL TIME

I. THE FIRST OF THE SEVEN WONDERS IS THE UNIVERSE ITSELF 

Psalm 19:1 says, "The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth his handiwork." 

II. THE SECOND OF THE SEVEN WONDERS IS MAN 

Psalm 139:14 states that man is "fearfully and wonderfully made." 

III. THE THIRD OF THE SEVEN WONDERS OF ALL TIME IS THE JEWISH PEOPLE 

The very fact of their world-wide dispersion is a proof of Bible accuracy, for God said, "And the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other." 

(Deut.28:64). 

IV. THE FOURTH OF THE SEVEN WONDERS OF ALL TIME IS THE BIBLE 

In Psalm 119:129 the Psalmist says, "Thy testimonies are won­derful; therefore doth my soul keep them." The testimonies of God are the things that God has revealed to us; or, in other words, the Bible. 

V. THE FIFTH OF THE SEVEN WONDERS IS THE PLAN OF SALVATION 

Offered to man in the Scriptures and conditioned upon faith in Jesus Christ. God speaks of it as "so great salvation: (Heb. 2:3), and no wonder. 

VI. THE SIXTH OF THE SEVEN WONDERS IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

She is wonderful because of what she is composed. The Church is-built of believers from every nation under heaven. God has chosen humble materials and out of them has built a glorious Church upon the foundation of Christ. 

VII. THE SEVENTH OF THE SEVEN WONDERS OF ALL TIME IS GOING TO BE THE MILLENIAL KINGDOM THAT CHRIST WILL ESTABLISH ON EARTH AFTER HE COMES 

"The Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his Father David, and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end." (Luke 1 :32-33). 
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GOOD QUALITIES OF CHRIST'S SHEEP

GOOD QUALITIES OF CHRIST'S SHEEP

1. GOOD SHEEP ENTER IN BY THE DOOR 

Christ is the door; The door is the entrance. "He that entereth 

not by the door into the sheepfold, hut climbeth up some other 

way, the same is a thief and a robber" (John 10:1). There is only 

one way into the fold. All who enter in must come in the same 

way. 

II. GOOD SHEEP HEAR THE SHEPHERD S VOICE 

Good sheep have their marks. One is in their ears. "The sheep 

hear his voice" (v. 3). We have ears to hear. Ears and eyes are 

the gateway to the heart. When we hear anything that is not 

good we are to let it pass in one ear and 'Out the other. If it is 

good, we are to receive it with both ears. To hear means to listen, 

give special attention, and to hearken, that is, observe and obey. 

III. GOOD SHEEP FOLLOW THE SHEPHERD 

Another mark of good sheep is in their feet. Verily, "When He 

putteth forth His sheep, He goeth before them, and the sheep 

follow Him" (v, 4). Christ does not drive His sheep. If we are 

His sheep, ws must be willing to be His sheep, and if we follow, 

we must be willing to follow. Jesus also said, "If any man will 

come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow Me." When He says "go" He also says, Lo, I am with you 

alway." 

IV. GOOD SHEEP KNOW THE SHEPHERD 

Good sheep know the voice of the Shepherd. He knows His sheep 

and is known by His sheep. There is an intimate acquaintance 

between them. They recognize His voice, but they do not know 

the voice, that is, hearken to the voice of a stranger. This mark 

is in the heads, their spiritual intellect. Knowing 'Only the 

Shepherd and not strangers, is a safeguard from going astray 

'Or getting tangled. up in error, ism, and sin. 

V. GOOD SHEEP FLEE FROM STRANGERS 

There are some things a Christian is to flee from, and some things 

he is to run after, "A stranger will they not follow." A good 

sheep will flee from three things: 

1. A Strange Voice 

2. A Strange Path 

3. A Strange Shepherd
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DAYS WHICH WERE BEFORE"

"DAYS WHICH WERE BEFORE"

Text: Matt. 24:37-39 

INTRODUCTION: "As the days of Noah were so shall also the com­ing of the Son of Man be . . ." According to the Word of God 

Noah was a real person - The flood a fact and history must 

repeat itself as sure as the rising sun ... 
NOAH'S DAY WAS A DAY OF: 

I. SIN (Gen. 6'5-11) 

The world did not grow better but worse until man's heart was 

continually evil. 

II. SERVICE (Vs. 14-22) 

Noah was a preacher of righteousness, for 120 years he warned 

the world of the wrath of God. Theirs was not the sin of ignor­ 
ance but willful rejection. They sinned against the ministry of 

the Word. 

III. SURPRISE 

Noah went in and the Lord shut him IN. They KNEW NOT until 

the flood came and took them all away. They were surprised at 

the: 

Disappearance of Noah (Rapture) 

Disturbance of Nature (Rain) 

Nature will be disturbed again after Jesus comes. 

IV. SALVATION 

"Come thou and all thy house into the Ark' for thee have I seen 

righteous before me in this generation" (Gen. 7:1) Noah was 

saved from Destruction and Death. 

V. SUFFERING 

The ark was a means of salvation to those in and to those out 

"HISTORY WILL REPEAT ITSELF AGAIN" 

VI. SUDDEN DESTRUCTION 

After the door was shut suddenly the flood came upon the world. 

"And they knew not until the flood came and took them all 

away." 
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UNDER GOD IS SHELTER

UNDER GOD IS SHELTER

Text: Isaiah 32:2 

1. GOD PROVIDES A REFUGE IN THE ARK - Gen. 7:11 

"In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, 

the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were 3.11 the 

fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven 

were opened." 

II. WHEN THERE WAS NO WAY, HE MADE A WAY - Romans 5:6 "For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly." 

III. GOD PROVIDES PROTECTION UNDER THE BLOOD - Exod. 12:13 "And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I 

smite the land of Egypt. 

IV. GOD PROVIDES SHELTER UNDER THE CLOUD - Exod. 14:20 "And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel: and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the night." 

V. GOD PROVIDES A HIDING PLACE - Psalm 46:1 

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble." 

VI. GOD PROVIDES SALVATION - Romans 1:16 

"Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ." 

VII. GOD PROVIDES A KEEPING POWER FOR HIS OWN - I Peter 1:5 "Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." 

VIII. GOD PROVIDES A CLOUD OF GLORY FOR HIS CHILDREN - I Thes. 2:8 

"So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to 

have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also 

our own souls, because ye were dear unto us." 

VIII-God provides his Holy Spirit
A-For the new birth

B-For power
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WHEN IMPOSSIBLE THINGS BECOME POSSIBLE

WHEN IMPOSSIBLE THINGS BECOME POSSIBLE

TEXT: "The things which are impossible with men are possible with God." Luke 18:27. 

INTRODUCTION: It is important to notice that it was the Lord Jesus Him­self who spoke about the possibility of impossible things becoming pos­sible! What are the things which God can do? Some of them are men­tioned in the lst chapter of Luke: 

I-IT IS POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO ANSWER IMPORTUNATE 

PRAYER. 

We get this in verses 1-8, and the special verses of notice are L 7, and 8. Here W\iS a widow who prevailed because of her importunity; and the Lord gives us scores of promises in His Word that assure us that if we will pray He will hear and answer our prayers. 

II- IT IS POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO SAVE THE VERY WORST SINNER. 

This is brought before us in verses 9-14, where we read of the publican who acknowledged himself to be a great sinner, for what he really said in verse 13 was, "God be merciful to me, the sinner." 

III- IT IS POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO MAKE HIMSELF KNOWN TO LITTLE CHILDREN. 

This is brought before us in verses 15-17, and the verse to notice in par­ticular is 16. There are some people who do not believe in child con­version, but all the evidence is against them. Samuel was quite young when he came t(01 know the Lord in a most personal way. I Samuel 3:21. 

IV. IT IS POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO DELIVER FROM THE ALLURE-MENTS OF THE WORLD. 

This s brought before us in verse 18-26, and the verses to notice in par­ticular are 22-26. It is very hard for a rich man to be saved, but it is not impossible. How hard is it? - see what verse 25 tells us. 

V. IT IS POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO COMPENSATE ANY SACRIFICE WE MAYBE CALLED UPON TO MAKE FOR HIM. 

This is brought before us in verses 28·30, and in reading these words we must at once think of missionaries -- fine men and women who have made great sacrifices for the Lord's sake. They have given up home, prospects, a good salary and, in order that they might be the better fitted to proclaim the gospel where the need is greatest. 

VI. IT IS POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO FULFILL EVERY PROM1SE HE HAS EVER MADE. 

This is brought before us in verses 31-34. Was it really true that Jesus was to be tried, mocked, scourged and killed, and was it true that after all this He would rise again? 
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THIRST, COME, DRINK

THIRST, COME, DRINK

Text: John 7:37 

INTRODUCTION: The words of the text were spoken by Jesus as he stood by the water fountain in the midst of Jerusalem. There are three words that stand out in this verse that we will use in this message. 

1. THIRST. 

A. This tells of a recognized need. 

1. It is something of which we are actually conscious. 

2. It is a craving for something that is not in our actual possession. 

B. There is a soul thirst as well as a bodily thirst. Psalm 42: 1-2. 

1. All at one time recognized this need. 

2. Man can reject it until he is past feeling. Eph. 4: 18- I 9. 

C. Christ is speaking of that which forever satisfies. John 4: 14. 

D. Many thirst after pleasure, worldly fame, a good time ... but blessed is that one who seeks after righteousness. Matt. 5 :6. 

II. COME. 

A. This is one of the simplest words in the English language. 

1. It signifies our approach to a person or object. 

2. It expresses action and implies that the will is operative. 

B. To cone to Christ means that we do with our hearts and will what we would do with our feet. 

C. Corning to Christ is an act of faith. 

D. It is not to come to the Lord's Supper, or the waters of baptism, or to the priest or preacher, or even to join the church. It is to come to Christ and none other. Gen. 7: I; Num. 10:29; Isa. I: 18; Matt. I J :28; and Rev. 22: 17. 

III. DRINK. 

A. Many fails at this point. They do all but this. You must partake. 

1. The stream rushing along will not quench the thirst unless we drink. 

2. The Lord's Table is spread. "All things are now ready." 

B. This is a figurative expression and signifies making Christ our own. 

John 6:53-55. 

C. Do not stop short. Go all the way. 
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THE NECESSITY FOR THE CROSS

THE NECESSITY FOR THE CROSS

TEXT: "Even so must the Son of Man be lifted up" (John 3:14). 

INTRODUCTION: The cross was a Divine "must". It is difficult to conceive 'Of Deity as being under necessity and using the word "must"; yet it is plainly stated by Christ Himself. 

Now let us consider the sevenfold necessity for the cross. 

I. SIN NECESSITATED IT. 

Had there been no such thing as sin, there would have been no necessity for the cross. The moment sin became actual, the cross became essential. Our Lord, in turn, in infinite grace, voluntarily "bore our sins in His own body on the tree" and, by the sacrifice of Himself, "died for our sins according to the Scriptures" (I Peter 2:24; I Cor. 15 :3). 

Thus our sins, which necessitated the cross, have been righteously put away through the substitutionary sacrifice of the Lamb of God. 

II. HOLINESS REQUIRED IT. 

Never was the holiness of God more clearly demonstrated than when our 

Divine Substitute bore our sins in His own body on the tree. 

III. JUSTICE DEMANDED IT. 

God is just and had declared: "The soul that sinneth it shall die." 

How then can God be just and, at the same time, the Justifier of a guilty sinner? This great riddle of the universe was solved by Christ in the words: "Even so, must the Son of Man be lifted up." 

IV. THE LAW NEEDED IT. 

In the light of Christ's death and resurrection, each believer is assured that he is "become dead to the law by the body of Christ." (Romans 7: 14). 

V. PROPHECY EXPECTED IT. 

The prophecies of the Old Testament would have remained unfulfilled if Christ had not come. In fact, our Lord Himself said: "These are the words which I spake unto you while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses, and in the Psalms, concerning Me." (Luke 24:44). 

VI. SALVATION COMPELLED IT. 

"The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many." (Luke 19: 10; Mark 10:45). 
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TEACH US TO PRAY

TEACH US TO PRAY

Text: John 17 

1. PRAYER CIRCLE: 

1. Pray for all men (I Tim. 2:1, with Matt. 5:14). 

2. Pray for all saints (Eph. 6:18; Co!. 1:3). 

3. Pray for all things (Matt. 21:22). 

II. PRAYER TIME, PLACE AND CONDITION: 

1. Pray everywhere (I Tim. 2:8). 

2. Pray always (Luke 18: 1). 

3. Pray in Jesus' name (John 14: 14). 

III. THE THREE W's and H's OF PRAYER: 

1. How to pray (Job 37:19; Luke 11:1.4). 

2. When to pray (2 Chron. 33:13; Acts 16:25). 

3. Where to pray (Psa, 61:2; Matt. 6:6). 

IV. THREE CONDITIONS OF PRAYER: 

1. Pray in faith (Heb. 11 :6). 

2. Pray in the Holy Spirit (Jude 20). 

3. Pray in the name of Jesus (John 14:13. 14). 

V. THREE TYPES OF PRAYER: 

1. Personal or secret (Eph. 1: 16; 3: 14). 

2. Church or public (Acts 2:42). 

3. Family or social (Acts 12:12). 

VI. THREE UNFAVORABLE CONDITIONS OF PRAYER: 

1. Regarding iniquity in the heart (Psa. 66: I 8) . 

2. Turning away from God (Prov. 28:9). 

3. Turning from the cry of those in need (Prov. 21: 13). 

VII. THREE FAVORABLE CONDITIONS OF PRAYER: 

1. When we are upright and holy (Psa, 34: 15, 17). 

2. When we keep God's commandments (I John 3:22). 

3. When we abide in Christ (John 15:7). 
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HOW TO KILL A CHURCH 

HOW TO KILL A CHURCH 

Text - Eph. 3:21 Rev. 3: 1 

1. BY BEING DELINQUENT IN ATTENDANCE TO ITS SERVICES: Heb. 10:25 

a. Ill. of Thomas, missed service after resurrection of Jesus. (John 

20:24) 1. Peace, 2. Privilege, 3. Power b. Many go, but not with their heart in it. We should praise God for the privilege to go. (Psa, 84: 1) 

II. BY INDIFFERENCE TO IT'S PROGRAM: 

a. Ill. of different people place on physical and spiritual, ask me to pray for sick child and you don't pray for me. 

b. Indifference to visitation "that's for preacher." 

III. BY BEING INSENSITIVE TO IT'S NEEDS: 

a. Ask yourself the question "what if all were just like me"? What 

kind of church would my church be? 

1. It's alright for me to make good money. 

2. It's alright for me to live in a nice home, but let the church make it the best way it can.
b. l Cor. 16:2 reveals three things. 

1. It is personal-' 'Let every one of you." 

2. It is periodical- 'Upon first day of week." 

3. It is proportionate-As God has prospered him. 

IV. BY BEING INDIGNANT TOWARD CHURCH MEMBERS: 

A. Our attitude toward one another should be threefold--Eph. 4:32 

1. Be kind one to another--nothing beats old fashion kindness. 

2. Forgiving one another=for Christ's sake. 

3. By love serving one another=Gal. 5: 13 

V. BY BEING INCONSISTENT WITH IT'S STANDARDS: 

A. Every New Testament Church has Bible standards. Acts 1: 1 "of all that Jesus began both to do and to teach." 

VI. BY NOT FOLLOWING IT'S DEDICATED LEADERSHIP: 

a. There must be dedicated leadership in local New Testament Church and it must be followed. 

b. If one isn't dedicated to the cause, whole church suffers. 

VII. BY NOT BEING IDENTIFIED WITH IT'S FELLOWSHIP: 

a. There are a lot of church drifters. 

b. There are three things that must happen to become a member. 

1. Be saved. Rom. 10:9, 10 

2. Be scripturally baptized. Acts 2: 41 

3. Be added to church. Acts 2; 41 
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THE EYE OF FAITH

THE EYE OF FAITH

Text - Heb. 11:27 

I. A LOOK OF SALVATION 

Since this is the first look, it calls for a new birth. "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3), The Holy Spirit opens our eyes and calls upon us to look. "Look unto Me, and be ye saved" (Isa. 45: 22). 

II. A LOOK OF LOVE 

The apostle Peter says, "Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 

though now ye see Him not (with the physical eye), yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory (l Pet. 1: 8-9). 

The heart won by the wondrous sight of Him, exclaims with John, 

"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God" (1 John 3: 1). 

III. A LOOK OF REST 

He says to us, "Come unto me ... and I will give you rest" (Matt 

11:28). It is not rest to our hearts to know He purged our sins, cried out "It is finished," and sat down? 

IV. A LOOK OF ASSURANCE 

We have a living Saviour who was dead. The angel said, "Come, see the place where the Lord lay" (Matt. 28: 6). He is holding the keys of hell (hades) and of death, and He says, "Fear not" (l Cor. 15:3; Rev. 1: 17-18). 

V. A LOOK OF COMFORT 

The Lord will come. He will raise our loved ones first, and we shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. Therefore, the apostle Paul says, "Wherefore comfort one another with these words." 

VI. A LOOK OF COURAGE 

Paul could say to the Corinthians, "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ" (II Cor. 5:20). "If God be for us, who can be against us?" (Rom. 8:31). 

VII. A LOOK OF GLORY 

We now see through a glass darkly, but then face to face (I Cor. 

13: 12). How often our faith becomes dim. 

When our Lord ascended, the apostles watched Him go up, and their eyes became closed to the things of the world. Almost the last words of our Lord in his messages to the church were, "Anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see" (Rev. 3: 18). 

Oh, may the Holy Spirit open our eyes and set our affections on things above. 
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THERE IS NOTHING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD

THERE IS NOTHING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD

TEXT: Jer. 32:17-27 

I. IN THE MATERAIL WORLD: 

1. God made the Sun. 

2. God made the Moon. 

3. God made the Stars. 

4. God made the Earth. 

5. God made the rivers. (Heb. II: 1-3) 

6. God made the Hills. (CoJ. 1: 17) 

7. God made the Animals. (Rev. 4: 11) (Heb. 1: 3) Co1. 1: 17) 

II. IN THE SPIRIT WORLD: 

1. God is sovereign over Satan. 

2. God is sovereign over demons. 

3. Demons recognize that Jesus is Lord of Lords. (Job 2: Luke 22: 

Romans 16) 

III. IN THE ANGELIC WORLD: 

A. There are two kinds of Angels: 

I. The elect Angels. (I Tim. 5:21) 

2. Evil Angels. (psa. 78:49) 

IV. IN THE HUMAN WORLD: 

1. God's will of command. 

2. God's will of purpose. (Gen. 50:20) Acts 2:22,23 (4:27-31) Isa. 

14:27 (Dan. 4:35) (Jer, 29: 15) Romans 9: 18-22 

V. IN THE REDEMPTIVE WORLD: 

1. God the Father chose a people. 

2. The Son of God died for that people. 

3. The Holy Ghost will regenerate that people and draw them 

to Christ. (John 6:37, 44,65. 17: 1-3) 

4. Number of God's elect cannot be increased or diminished. (Isa. 

49:16) John 6:37, 44,65. 17:2(Gen. 18-:14)(Joh41:2) 

VI. IN THE POLITICAL WORLD: 

1. God raises up kings. (Dan. 2:21-22, Rom. 9: 17, Rev. 17: 17) 

2. God puts down kings ... 3. God is sovereign over all kings. 
VII. IN THE SOCIAL WORLD: 

1. God made the black, red, and white man. God divided the 

nations. God set the bound of nations. (Gen. 10:32, Acts 

17:26-28. 

2. God is sovereign over all nations. 

3. God can do what he wills over His own. Matt. 20: 15 
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SOME THINGS JESUS WOULD NOT DO

SOME THINGS JESUS WOULD NOT DO

Text: John 6:38 

INTRODUCTION: 

1. We judge men by what they do or say. 

2. We also judge men by what they refuse to do or say. 

3. Some great refusals in the Bible. 

a. Moses "refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter" (He­brews 11: 24) . 

b. Daniel refused to defile himself with the king's food and wine. 

c. Job refused to "curse God, and die" (Job 2:9, 10). 

4. Let us look at some refusals in Jesus' life. 

I. JESUS WOULD NOT MISS THE WORSHIP SERVICES OF HIS DAY. 

A. He attended the synagogue regularly. "As his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day" (Luke 4: 16). 

B. He visited the temple in Jerusalem on special feast days. 
II.. JESUS WOULD NOT YIELD TO THE DEVIL. 

A. Jesus' temptation. 

B. Later temptation». " get thee behind me, Satan" (Matt. 16: 23). 

III. JESUS WOULD NOT BE MOVED BY FLATTERY. 

A. Nicodemus: "We know that thou art a teacher come from God" (John 3:2). 

B. "Good Master" "Why callest thou me good?" (Matt. 19: 16-17) . IV. JESUS WOULD NOT QUIT. 

A. Enemies opposed Him. 

B. They lied about Him, misunderstood Him. 

C. His followers deserted Him (John 6: 66) . 

D. Even the disciples fled. 

V. JESUS WOULD NOT WORRY. 

A. He did not worry about the lack of physical comforts. "The faxes have holes ... (Matthew 8:20)' 

B. He did not worry about tomorrow (Matthew 6: 25-34). 

VI. JESUS NEVER DISCOURAGED OTHERS. 

A. The woman who was a sinner. "Thy sins are 'forgiven (Luke 7 :48). 

B. The woman taken in adultery. "Go, and sin no more" (John 8: 11 ). 

VII. JESUS WROUGHT NO MIRACLES FOR HIMSELF. 

A. During the temptation 

B. In the garden (Matt. 26:53). 

C. On the cross (Matt. 27;40). 
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HOW GOD/S LOVE AFFECTS YOU

HOW GOD/S LOVE AFFECTS YOU

TEXT: Acts 9: 1-6 - John 17:23-26 

INTRODUCTION: This may not be what you think ... In these days, much is being said about the love of God that just isn't so ... There is more to this "love" than some think. 

I. IT WILL MAKE YOU REALIZE YOUR PRIVILEGES IN CHRIST: NOTICE: in John 17: we are given: 

a. Eternal Live. Verse 2 

b. The Fathers name. verse 6, 26 

c. The Father's Words. verse 8, 14 

d. His own joy and glory. verse 13, verse 22. 

II. GOD'S LOVE WILL CAUSE YOU TO LISTEN TO GOD'S MAN: 

If you love God, you will love His Word. When Saul said: "Lord, what will thou have me to do?", Jesus said for him to go into the city and it would be told to him what to do. He listened to Ananias. 

II. IT WILL MAKE YOU STAND FOR THE TRUTH: 

a. We see that immediately, Paul began to preach Christ, though he was persecuted for it. 

b. The Hebrew children said: "we will not bow." 

IV. GOD'S LOVE WILL CAUSE YOU TO LIVE IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE WORLD SPEAKS EVIL OF YOU: 

A. "If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him." 

B. The world hates you because their deeds are evil, and you do not run to the same excess of riot. - 

V. IT GIVES YOU A LOVING HEART OF FORGIVENESS: 

A. Bible men did not bear grudges. Stephen prayed: "Father, lay 

not this sin to their charge." Jesus prayed: "Father, forgive 

them, for they know not what they do." Eph. 4:31,32 

1. Bitterness-deep hated. 
2. Wrath -violent rage. 

3. Clamor=Loud continued noise. 

4. Malice-Disposition to injure others. 

5. Evil Speaking-injurious; 

VI. IT GIVES YOU A BURDEN FOR LOST SOULS: 

A. Paul said: "I could wish myself accursed from God, for my 

brethren according to the flesh," also - 

B. "The Love (If Christ Constrained me--" 

VII. MAKES YOU LOVE GOD EVEN IN DEATH: 

Which comes as no accident to the Christian. 
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SOME THINGS GOD HAS OBLIGATED HIMSELF

TO DO

SOME THINGS GOD HAS OBLIGATED HIMSELF

TO DO

TEXT: Psalm 138: 1,2 

INTRODUCTION: David had learned many a valuable lesson in the school of God's instruction. 

1. He learned to praise the Lord. (Not false Gods). 

2. He had learned the value of true worship. Verse 2. 

3. He had learned that God was loving and kind. 

4. He had learned to appreciate God's word. (Thy Truth) 

5. He had learned that God had obligated himself by his own word to do many things of which He couldn't change. 

I. TO SAVE EVERY SINNER WHO COMES TO JESUS ACCORDING TO HIS PLAN: Heb. 7: 25 

a. Notice how far salvation goes. (uttermost) 

b. Because continually intercedes for us. 

II. TO KEEP ALL WHOM HE SAVED: John 10:27·30 

a. How does God do this? 

I. They hear His voice. 

2. He knows them by name. 

3. They follow Him. 

b. He gives as a gift eternal life, and shields them from all 
possibil­ity of danger. 

III. TO CHASTISE ALL THAT DISOBEY: Heb. 12;5-8 

a. We cannot live just any old way when God saves us. 

b. Chastise is to correct or straighten. 

IV. TO ANSWER EVERY PRAYER OF FAITH: Phil. 4:6-7 

a. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

unto God. 

b. Ill. of Odell Good and Jam biscuits. 

V. TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR HIS CHILDREN: John 14. 

a. The new Jerusalem is our abode. Rev. 21: 1·2. 

b. A perfect place depends on perfect people. 

VI. TO COME AGAIN TO RECEIVE US: John 14: 

A. Ail Creation cries for this to take place. Romans 8:22 

VII. TO PUNISH ALL NATIONS WHO REJECT CHRIST: Psa. 9: 17, Matt. 25:31-46 

CONCLUSION: God obligated Himself to do these things, but how do you fit into these plans? 
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EIGHT SINS THAT DAMN
EIGHT SINS THAT DAMN:

Text - Provo 5:22-23 

1. THE SIN OF PLAYING THE HYPROCRITE: Jesus said: 

"Ye outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity." Being an "actor", "stage player", a pretender having false goodness. 

II THE SIN OF REBELLING AGAINST GOD-GIVEN LIGHT: 

"Jesus said, I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which might be made blind." (John 9:39) Others who sinned against light: Cain, Antediluvians, Egyptians, etc. 

III. THE SIN OF BLASHEMING AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST: Isaiah 63; 10 

"But they rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit: therefore, he was turned to be their enemy." Also Matt. 12:31-32 

IV. THE SIN OF CLOSING YOUR EYES TO DIVINE TRUTH: 

. "For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dun of 

hearing, and their eyes have closed; lest anytime they should see 

with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

V. SIN OF SINNING WILFULLY (Heb. 10:26-30) 

"For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins." 

VI. THE SIN OF BEING WEDDED TO YOUR IDOLS: (Hosea 4:17) 

"Ephriam is joined to idols: let him alone." Also Dan. 5:4 and Rev. 9:20-21. 

VII. SIN OF REFUSING TO HEAR CHRIST: 

A. As a prophet (Acts 3:22-23) 

B. As priest-''no man cometh to the Father, but by me. 

e. As Saviour-'come unto me, all ye that labor and. 

VII. SIN OF REFUSING TO HEAR CHRIST: 

buried who had come and gone from the place of the holy." The prea­cher says they: 

A. Went to hell from the church pew. 

B. With a Bible under their arm and solid in doctrine but spiritually dead; no doubt prayer on their lips. 

e. Even listening to preaching and doing good works. 

(Matt. 7:21-23 and I Cor. 11:17) 
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HOW TO PREPARE FOR REVIVAL

HOW TO PREPARE FOR REVIVAL

Text: Matt. 3:3 

INTRODUCTION: We today are longing for a new manifestation of the Saviour's presence and power. Are we ready to fulfill the 

conditions? Will we join hands and hearts and lives with the 

divine, and do our part in preparing the way of the Lord? 

I. THE MESSENGER IS FIRST TO BE CONSIDERED 

John the Baptist was chosen and called of God. Even before his 

birth it had been announced that he would turn the hearts of 

fathers to their children, would cause the rebellious to walk 

in the wisdom of the upright, and would make the people ready 

for the Lord. 

A. He was great in the sight of the Lord. Consecration and con­

viction and courage and enthusiasm and concentration are 

here implied. 

B. He was a plain and unostentatious man. The garments he wore 

and the food he ate placed him among 'the humble people. 

They heard him gladly, even as later they would gladly hear 

the Saviour himself. 

II. THE MIXED MULTITUDE WERE THERE 

They came to hear John, and in our audiences, we have people of 

almost every age and walk in life. 

A. The rationalists were there to listen to . the fearless proclaimer 

of truth, who was no respecter of persons, and who spoke de­

finitely of the sins of the classes. 

B. The city people from Jerusalem were there. The officials, the 

tax-gatherers were told that ·they must not exact from the 

people unjust amounts. The soldiers were warned not to in­

timidate anyone. 

C. The country and village people from all the region round 

about were in the throngs. 

III. THE MESSAGE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS FROM GOD, AND WAS FITTED FOR THE DAY AND TIME 

He told the people that the kingdom of the Messiah was at hand, 

that their long-looked-for Saviour was at the door. 

A. Repentance and confession and baptism were urged by John 

upon those who were truly interested in the kingdom of 

Heaven. 
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PAUL. THE MASTER PREACHER

PAUL THE MASTER PREACHER

Text: I Thess. 2:1-12 

INTRODUCTION:  to the Lord, the greatest and most effective preacher whoever lived was the apostle, Paul. He evangelized three continents and penned two-thirds of the New Testament's epistles, sacred documents which have revolutioned the world. 

I. THE PREACHER'S MANNER 

"But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth 

her children . . . As you know how we exhorted and comforted 

and charged everyone of you, as a father doth his children." 

II. THE PREACHER'S MOTIVES 

"For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor 

in guile ... For neither at any time used we flattering words, 

as you know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: Nor 

of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when 

we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ." (vs. 

3, 5, 6.) Paul's desire was to please Christ, not man. 

III. THE PREACHER'S MESSAGE. 

"We were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God 

with much contention , .. but as we were allowed of God to be 

put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak ... because we 

would not be chargable unto any of you, we preached unto you 

the gospel of God." (vs. 2, 4, 9). Yes, the gospel of God was 

the exclusive message of the apostle Paul. 

IV. THE PREACHER'S METHODS 

"As you know how we exhorted and comforted and charged 

everyone of you, as a father doth his children." (v, 11). In this 

passage we can see that in doing his work the preacher is to 

use the methods of (1) exhortation, (2) comforting and (3) charg­

ing. 

V. THE PREACHER'S MODE 

"Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and un­

blameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe." (v. 10). 

VI. THE PREACHER'S MOTIVATION 

"But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the 

gospel, even so we speak." (v. 4). The gospel is a sacred trust! 
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GOD"S WORD IS FOR EVERY DAY

GOD"S WORD IS FOR EVERY DAY

Text: Isa. 41:10 

1. SUNDAY'S. WORD IS: "FEAR THOU NOT " 

"Fear thou not!" Perhaps you are gripped by some special fear 

at this moment. The Lord can free you from it. He can free you 

gloriously. 

II. MONDAY'S WORD IS: "FOR I AM WITH THEE ... " 

This is why we need net fear. The Lord is with us. "He hath 

said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may 

boldly say ... " What? " ... I will not fear!" (Hebrews 13:5-6), 

III. TUESDAY'S WORD IS: "BE NOT DISMAYED ... " 

If you prefer, you can make it read, "Don't be discouraged!" Have ~YOU ever noticed I Samuel 30:6? Part of it reads like this: 

IV. WEDNESDAY'S WORD IS: "FOR I AM THY GOD ... " 

Where is there room for fear and discouragement if God, the 

Almighty One, is our God, and if He is with us? "I am thy God"! 

Say to Him, "Thank You, Lord, for this word! 

V. THURSDAY'S WORD IS: "I WILL STRENGTHEN THEE ... " I have met countless Christians who have proved that God's 

strength has been made perfect in their weakness as the power 

of Christ has rested upon them, and they have heen able to say, 

"for when I am weak, then am I strong" (2 Cor. 12:10). 

VI. FRlDAY'S WORD IS: "YEA, I WILL HELP THEE ... " 

Have you ever noticed in Romans 8:26 we read that He "helpeth 

Our infirmities"? 

Do you need His special help at this very moment? Well, the 

Lord wants to help you, and He will do just that if you will 

make your case over to Him. He says. "Yea, I will help thee!" 

That means exactly what is says -- God will help you! That is 

Friday's word. 

VII. SATURDAY'S WORD IS: "I WILL UPHOLD THEE WITH THE RIGHT HAND OF MY RIGHTEOUNESS" 

I can say that I am absolutely safe for time and eternity! Read 

these wonderful words of Jesus: 

"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 

Me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 

neither shall by man pluck them out of My hand. 
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JESUS SIGNED MY PARDON

JESUS SIGNED MY PARDON

Text: I Timothy 1:12-16 

INTRODUCTION: Although Saul's sins were great against the Lord Jesus Christ, and his church, grace did abound toward him with forgiveness, and pardon; vv. 12-14. 

1. THE LORD WROUGHT SAUL'S PARDON FREELY BY HIS 

LOVE. 

1. His great love for the world including Saul; John 3:16. 

2. His great love for the world sending his Son; v. 16. 

3. His great love for the world giving his Son; v. 16. 

4. His great love for all who accept his Son; vv. 16-18. 

II. THE LORD WROUGHT SAUL'S PARDON FREELY BY HIS SACRIFICE. 

1. His sacrifice for the nation of Israel; Matt. 3:1-12. 

2. His sacrifice for the nation's sins; John 1 :29-32. 

III. THE LORD WROUGHT SAUL'S PARDON FREELY BY HIS MERCY. 

1. Although Saul's sins were many; I Tim. 1:13-16. 

IV. THE LORD GRANTED SAUL'S PARDON ON THE DAMASCUS ROAD. 

1. Appearing to him with overwhelming power; Acts 9:3, 4. 

2. Appearing to him with overwhelming light; v. 3-5. 

3. Appearing to him with the purpose to save him; 26-16. 

4. Appearing to him with the purpose to send him; v. 17. 

V. THE LORD PARDONED SAUL AND COMMISSIONED HIM TO PREACH 

1. To preach the Lord Jesus Christ to the Jews; 9:6-15. 

2. To preach the Lord Jesus Christ to kings;' v. 15; 26:19. 

3. To preach the Lord Jesus Christ to Gentiles; vv. 16-18. 

VI. THE LORD PARDONED SAUL AND HE REMEMBERED IT FOR LIFE. 

1. Years after his pardon he witnessed to the Jews; 22:3. 

2. Years passed and he witnessed to Timothy; I Tim. 1 :12, 13. 

3. Years passed and he witnessed to others; I Cor. 15:8-10. 

CONCLUSION: Saul was not saved by any good works which he did, but by the matchless grace of the Lord Jesus Christ; I Tim. 1:12-14. 

SHORT STORIES FOR YOUR SERMONS

The man who cried wolf

There is an old story about a sheeping village that was endangered by vicious wolves. At night the wolves would come into the village and kill the sheep. The village Elders held a meeting and decided that they would hire a night watchman to stand guard at night. They hired a man named Ritter who did not really desire to work but because he needed the money, he accepted the job. The Elders spoke to Ritter and told him that if he spotted a wolf to call out and they would get their guns and come to his aid. Ritter agreed and that night as the lights of the village were turned off, he climbed up a tree, took his position and began to look around for wolves. After a few hours and he had seen nothing, he grew weary and decided that it was a boring job. He climbed down from the tree and began to look around but there was nothing to see.  The more bored he became the more he thought about all the villagers neatly tucked in their beds enjoying their sleep, and here was he bored to death. He began to wonder what would really happen if the villagers did not come when he cried out? The more he thought on this the more he worried. All of a sudden, he screamed out WOLF WOLF WOLF.  Hearing his cry the villagers leaped out of bed and rand down to where Ritter was. Where is the wolf they asked? Oh I was testing you to see if you would hear me and really come. They were really upset and asked him not to do that again. Later with no one to talk to and no wolf in sight he became bored again and cried out again WOLF WOLF WOLF.  Again, the villagers ran down to help him only to find out he was testing them again. They were really upset this time and told him not to try this again. It was not long after they had left that he looked down the street and lo and behold he saw Wolves coming toward him. WOLF WOLF WOLF he cried No one came. WOLF WOLF WOLF he screamed even louder. No one came for the villagers all thought he was just crying wolf again when there was no wolf.  Is that what the Lord thinks we might be doing when we keep crying out to him?

Blind Football Kicker

Duffy Daughtery was the football coach for the Michigan State Spartans from 1954 to 1972.  At the end of one game, Daughtery sent in his kicker to win the game.  As the kick sailed through the uprights, the kicker looked at the referee.  Why?  Because he had forgotten his contact lens and couldn’t see!  Though he couldn’t see the goalposts, he’d practiced the kick so many times, it was routine.

Chinese Bamboo

Chinese bamboo produces little outward growth for the first four years of its life. Though it’s puny and pitiful, there’s something powerful happening underground.  In the fifth year, the tree grows eighty feet!  We must cultivate our #soul and understand that the root comes before the fruit.

JACK

A man named Jack was driving on a dark country road one night when he got a flat tire. He saw a cabin in the woods and began to walk towards it. He told himself that the person who answered the door would be angry and irritated for the interruption. In fact, the person would probably harm him. He was probably a truly terrible person. Who else would live out in the woods away from people? Jack convinced himself that the person who lived in the cabin was a menace to society, so when the door opened, Jack punched the man in the nose and ran away.

Paul Tournier was a brilliant thinker and writer, and an influential Christian therapist during his time. Doctors from around the world traveled to his home in Switzerland to learn from him. He wrote, “It is a little embarrassing for students to come over and study my ‘techniques.’ They always go away disappointed, because all I do is accept people.”

The Monk

A Trappist monk was allowed to say only two words every three years. After the first three years, he said to the Brother Superior, “Bad bed.” Three years later he came back to say, “Bad food.” After three more years of silence the monk said, “No TV.” Another three years passed. This time the monk appeared with robes and sandals in hand and announced, “I quit.” The Brother Superior answered, “It’s no wonder. You’ve done nothing but complain since you got here!”

Hypocrites

One Sunday morning during service, a 2,000-member congregation was surprised to see two men enter, both covered from head to toe in black and carrying sub-machine guns. One of the men proclaimed, "Anyone willing to take a bullet for Christ remain where you are." Immediately, the choir fled, the deacons fled, and most of the congregation fled. Out of the 2,000 there only remained around 20. The man who had spoken took off his hood, looked at the preacher and said, Okay Pastor, I got rid of all the hypocrites. Now you may begin your service. Have a nice day!" And the two men turned and walked out.

Satan keeps you too Busy

Satan called a worldwide convention. In his opening address to his evil angels, he said, "We can't keep Christians from going to church. We can't keep them from reading their Bibles and knowing the truth. We can't even keep them from conservative values. But we can do something else. We can keep them from forming an intimate, abiding relationship experience in Christ. If they gain that connection with Jesus, our power over them is broken. So let them go to church, let them have their conservative lifestyles, but steal their time, so they can't gain that experience in Jesus Christ. This is what I want you to do, angels. Distract them from gaining hold of their Savior and maintaining that vital connection throughout their day!" "How shall we do this?" shouted his angels.  "Keep them busy in the nonessentials of life and invent unnumbered schemes to occupy their minds" he answered. "Tempt them to spend, spend, spend then borrow, borrow, borrow. Convince the wives to go to work for long hours and the husbands to work six or seven days a week, ten to twelve hours a day so they can afford their lifestyles. Keep them from spending time with their children. As their family fragments, soon their homes will offer no escape from the pressures of work." "Overstimulate their minds so that they cannot hear that still small voice. Entice them to play the radio or cassette player whenever they drive, to keep the TV, VCR, CD's and their PC's going constantly in their homes. And see to it that every store and restaurant in the world plays non-biblical music constantly. This will jam their minds and break that union with Christ." Fill their coffee tables with magazines and newspapers. Pound their minds with news 24 hours a day. Invade their driving moments with billboards. Flood their mailboxes with junk mail, sweepstakes, mail order catalogues, and every kind of newsletter and promotional offering, free products, services and false hopes." "Even in their recreation, let them be excessive. Have them return from their recreation exhausted, disquieted, and unprepared for the coming week. Don't let them go out in nature to reflect on God's wonders. Send them to amusement parks, sporting events, concerts and movies instead. And when they meet for spiritual fellowship, involve them in gossip and small talk so that they leave with troubled consciences and unsettled emotion." "Let them be involved in soul-winning. But crowd their lives with so many good causes they have no time to seek power from Christ. Soon they will be working in their own strength, sacrificing their health and family unity for the good of the cause." It was quite a convention in the end. And the evil angels went eagerly to their assignments causing Christians everywhere to get busy, busy, busy and rush here and there. Has the devil been successful at his schemes? You be the judge.

BILL

His name is Bill. He has wild hair, wears a T-shirt with holes in it, jeans and no shoes. This was literally is wardrobe for his entire four years of college. He is brilliant. Kind of esoteric and very, very bright. He became a Christian recently while attending college. 

Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative church. One day Bill decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt, and wild hair. The service has already started and So Bill starts down the aisle looking for a seat.

The church is completely packed and he can't find a seat. By now people are really looking a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything. Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the pulpit and, when he realizes there are no seats, he just squats down right on the carpet. (Although perfectly acceptable behavior at a college fellowship, trust me, this had never happened in this church before! 

By now the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is thick. About this time, the minister realizes that from way at the back of the church, an Elder is slowly making his way toward Bill. Now the Elder is in his eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a three-piece suit. A godly man, very elegant, very dignified, very courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he starts walking toward this boy, everyone is saying To themselves that you can't blame him for what he's going to do. How can you expect a man of his age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor? It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy. The church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the man's cane. 

All eyes are focused on him. You can't even hear anyone breathing. The minister can't even preach the sermon until the Elder does what he has to do. And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With great difficulty he lowers himself and sits down next to Bill and worships with him so he won't be alone. Everyone chokes up with emotion. When the minister gains control, he says, "What I'm about to preach, you will never remember. What you have just seen, you will never forget. Be careful how you live. You may be the only Bible some people will ever read."

Burdens

"Why was my burden so heavy?" I slammed the bedroom door and leaned against it. Is there no rest from this life? I wondered. I stumbled to my bed and dropped onto it, pressing my pillow around my ears to shut out the noise of my existence. "Oh God," I cried, "let me sleep. Let me sleep forever and never wake up!" With a deep sob I tried to will myself into oblivion, and then welcomed the blackness that came over me.  Light surrounded me as I regained consciousness. I focused on its source: The figure of a man standing before a cross. "My child," the person asked, "why did you want to come to Me before I am ready to call you?" "Lord, I'm sorry. It's just that... I can't go on. You see how hard it is for me. Look at this awful burden on my back. I simply can't carry it anymore." "But haven't I told you to cast all of your burdens upon me, because I care for you? My yoke is easy, and My burden is light." "I knew you would say that. But why does mine have to be so heavy?" "My child, everyone in the world has a burden. Perhaps you would like to try a different one?" "I can do that?" He pointed to several burdens lying at His feet. "You may try any of these." 

All of them seemed to be of equal size. But each was labeled with a name. "There's Joan's," I said. Joan was married to a wealthy businessman. She lived in a sprawling estate and dressed her three daughters in the prettiest designer clothes. Sometimes she drove me to church in her Cadillac when my car was broken. "Let me try that one." How difficult could her burden be? I thought. The Lord removed my burden and placed Joan's on my shoulders. I sank my knees beneath its weight. "Take it off!" I said. ""What makes it so heavy?" "Look inside." I untied the straps and opened the top. Inside was a figure of her Mother-in-law, and when I lifted it out, it began to speak. "Joan, you'll never be good enough for my son," it began. "He never should have married you. You're a terrible mother to my grandchildren..." I quickly placed the figure back in the pack and withdrew another. It was Donna, Joan's youngest daughter. Her head was bandaged from the surgery that had failed to resolve her epilepsy. A third figure was Joan's brother. Addicted to drugs, he had been convicted of killing a police officer. "I see why her burden is so heavy, Lord. But she's always smiling and helping others. I didn't realize...."  "Would you like to try another?" He asked quietly. 

I tested several. Paula's felt heavy: She was raising four small boys without a father. Debra's did too: A childhood of sexual abuse and a marriage of emotional abuse. When I Came to Ruth's burden, I didn't even try. I knew that inside I would find arthritis, old age, a demanding full-time job, and a beloved husband in a nursing home. 

"They're all too heavy, Lord" I said. ""Give back my own." As I lifted the familiar load once again, It seemed much lighter than the others. "Let’s look inside" he said. I turned away, holding it close. "That's not a good idea," I said. "Why?" "There's a lot of junk in there." "Let Me see." The gentle thunder of His voice compelled me. I opened my burden. He pulled out a brick. "Tell me about this one." 

"Lord, you know. It's money. I know we don't suffer like people in some countries or even the homeless here in America. But we have no insurance, and when the kids get sick, we can't always take them to the doctor. They've never been to a dentist. And I'm tired of dressing them in hand-me-downs." "My child, I will supply all of your needs... and your children's. I've given them healthy bodies. I will teach them that expensive clothing doesn't make a person valuable in My sight." 

Then He lifted out the figure of a small boy. "And this?" He asked. "Andrew..." I hung my head, ashamed to call my son a burden. "But, Lord, he's hyperactive. He's not quiet like the other two. He makes me so tired. He's always getting hurt, and someone is bound to think I abuse him. I yell at him all the time. Someday I may really hurt him...." "My child," He said, "If you trust Me, I will renew your strength, if you allow Me to fill you with My Spirit, I will give you patience."  Then He took some pebbles from my burden. 

"Yes, Lord," I said with a sigh. "Those are small. But they're important. I hate my hair. It's thin, and I can't make it look nice. I can't afford to go to the beauty shop. I'm overweight and can't stay on a diet. I hate all my clothes. I hate the way I look!" "My child, people look at your outward appearance, but I look at your heart. By My Spirit you can gain self-control to lose weight. But your beauty should not come from outward appearance. Instead, it should come from your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in My sight." My burden now seemed lighter than before. "I guess I can handle it now" I said. 

"There is more," He said. "Hand Me that last brick." "Oh, you don't have to take that. I can handle it." "My child, give it to Me." Again, His voice compelled me. He reached out His hand, and for the first time I saw the ugly wound. "But, Lord, this brick is so awful, so nasty, so.....Lord! What happened to Your hands? They're so scarred!" No longer focused on my burden, I looked for the first time into His face. In His brow were ragged scars-as though someone had pressed thorns into His flesh. "Lord," I whispered. "What happened to You?" His loving eyes reached into my soul. "My child, you know. Hand Me the brick. It belongs to Me. I bought it." "How?" "With My blood." "But why, Lord?" "Because I have loved you with an everlasting love. Give it to Me." I placed the filthy brick into His wounded palm. It contained all the dirt and evil of my life: my pride, my selfishness, the depression that constantly tormented me. He turned to the cross and hurled my brick into the pool of blood at its base. It hardly made a ripple. "Now, my child, you need to go back. I will be with you always. When you are troubled, call to Me and I will help you and show you things you cannot imagine now." "Yes, Lord, I will call on You." I reached to pick up my burden. 

"You may leave that here if you wish. You see all these burdens? They are the ones that others have left at My feet. Joan's, Paula's, Debra's, Ruth's..... As I placed my burden with Him, the light began to fade. Yet I heard Him whisper, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you."

Johnny
There was a homeless young boy that lived on the streets of New York City who would sell news papers in order to buy something to eat. One day ass he was on the street a car was struck another vehicle. It veered over to the sidewalk where Johnny was standing. An ambulance came and took Johnny to the ER where he was treated and placed into a room. When he finally came to, he was in so much pain. He began to cry out and suddenly in the next bed he heard a voice say hello I am Jimmy. “What’s your name?” Johnny, he replied as the pain became unbearable. Jimmy then told Johnny that he had been in great pain also but that he had a friend that came to see him each evening that took his pain away. Excited Johnny asked him what is your friend’s name? “Jesus” Jimmy replied. Johnny asked,” How can I get him to take away my pain.? Jimmy said after the lights go out tonight, he will come and all you have to do is call upon him and ask him to. So that night Johnny did exactly as Jimmy had told him. The next morning when Jimmy woke up he called to Johnny, Did Jesus take your pain away Johnny? There was no reply. You see Jesus had come that night and Johnny had cried out to him and Jesus heard his cry and had decided to take Johnny with him. 
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Duet 18:22When a prophet  speaketh

in the name of the LORD, if the thing 

follow not, nor come to pass, that  isthe 

thing which the LORD hath not spoken, 

butthe prophet hath spoken it 

presumptuously: thou  shaltnot be 

afraid of him. 


Interpretation of Revelation


[image: image121.emf]FOUR DIFFERENT VIEWS OF 

PROPHECY

1-Preterism

2-Historicism

3-Futurism

4-Allegory


In order for you to better understand the teaching on Historicism I would like to let you know about all 4 major teachings of prophecy or the 4 Views of Revelation. If you ask most people -- Christian or non-Christian -- what they think the book of Revelation is about, the chances are they will tell you it is a book about the "end of the world."  Most people have never heard any other way to understand this book filled with strange beasts, symbolism and ominous signs of doom. Most people are unaware that there is any other way to understand this mysterious last book of the Bible. Since most such as I, were only taught one interpretation we find it difficult to accept any other interpretation. Many can become hostile when one even presents another view. I did. But the futurist view (that Revelation is predicting events yet to be fulfilled) is only one of four traditional Christian ways of looking at the Bible’s book of prophesy. Please open you mind and heart as you study these 4 views
1- Preterist. Most prophecies in the book of Revelation were fulfilled during the time of the Roman Empire. The term preterism can describe 1) A belief that the text is not inspired prophecy, but is rather a description of certain historical events amidst apocalyptic imagery. 

2) A belief that the prophecies of the book are divinely inspired and were fulfilled mostly in the first centuries after Christ.

The first type of preterist, advocates a later writing of the book of Revelation (A.D. 95), and while accepting the historical reality of 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS WAS

The Jewish Pharisee priest who was  the"Puppet"

historian paid by the Roman Emperor TITUS to 

write the story of Rome's conquest of Jerusalem  —

in which he was the first  "Preterist"to proclaim the 

Romans "Fulfillment"of Daniel's Prophecies.  Heis 

the "Authority"for MODERN PRETERISM.


certain events in the text, believes John's apocalyptic visions were never, and will never be, fulfilled. The second type of preterist, believes in an early writing of the book (before A.D. 70). Those who advocate this view point out the correspondence between Revelation and the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. They point to Revelation 1:1, 19 which says that the Predicted events must "shortly come to pass." They also point to Jesus' Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24) as primarily being fulfilled with the fall of Jerusalem to the Romans in A.D. 70. Most conservative preterits’ allow, however, that the last chapters of Revelation describe the Second Coming of Christ.

2- Historicist. The prophecies have been fulfilled throughout history and are still being fulfilled today. While this interpretation is not widely in use today, those who have been steeped in popular futurist views are often surprised to learn that most of the classic 

Commentaries from a century or more ago are written from a historicist viewpoint. Many of the great leaders of the Reformation and later also held to this view: Wycliffe, Knox, Tyndale, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Melanchthon, Newton, Huss, Foxe, Wesley, Edwards, Whitfield and Finney.
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before it come to 
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believe. 

 
According to historicists, Revelation is a kind of survey of church history, with historical events symbolically portrayed. Historicists believe that exact time periods are specified, assuming that each day specified in the text equals a year in real time
. The challenge for historicists has been to align actual events with the details in the text (an approach shared by preterists and futurists). This requires large amounts of conjecture, and the flexibility to revise interpretations in light of ongoing world events. Another prominent feature of Protestant historicism is its belief that the Antichrist of Revelation refers to the Papacy. For this reason, some die-hard historicists assert that all other interpretations of Revelation are satanic inspired attempts to obscure the Antichrist's true identity.

In any case, historicism has fallen out of vogue. Critics point out that it has not kept up with history much past the 14th century and that it is Eurocentric -- not recognizing more recent and significant developments in the church in other parts of the world. One of the mysteries that so many would like to have the answer to would be what is the Mark of the Beast. I have thought about this many times and I have come to the conclusion that if the Beast is Rome, The 666 is the Popes  (6 Being God’s number for man and 666 a succession of men) then the mark would have to be the sign of the cross placed upon members when they are baptized into the RCC.  
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Papacy of being the Ante 

Christ

•The original KoineGreek term for the famous 

"Antichrist" as it's nowccommonly rendered, is 

ANTE -not "anti"-,meaning to stand before,orto 

stand in place of,

•The Roman Catholic leadership responded by 

suppression and persecution. But, suppression proved 

impossible and persecution only fanned the flames for 

the stake proved a powerful pulpit. 

•Later when England defeated the Spanish Armada in 

1588 the island citadel of Protestantism was established. 

Rome finally had to meet the reformer ’s challenge on 

their own ground -in the scriptures. 
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FUTURIST TEACHING

•Through Two Jesuit priest Francisco 

Ribera of Spain and Robert  Bellarmineof 

Rome, the Papacy put forward its 

counter interpretation,Futurism . 

•They contended the Pope was not 

Antichrist for the Antichrist was not to 

appear until “in the future”. 

•Their new interpretation was published 

in 1591 -three years after the defeat of 

the Spanish Armada when all hope of 

crushing Protestantism was gone.
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•God gave the prophecies, not to 

gratify men's curiosity by enabling 

them to fore know things, but that 

after they were fulfilled they might 

be interpreted by the event, and His 

own providence, not the interpreters, 

be thereby manifested to the world. 

•Sir Isaac Newton (1642  -1727) 
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The book of Daniel was a pre -written history of 

the world and to interpret it would unlock a 

treasure of understanding. 

The book had been sealed (Dan 12:4) and 

Newton believed the appointed time had arrived 

to break the seal. 

Newton believed that God had chosen him to 

interpret it. This remarkable fact surfaced from 

recently discovered manuscripts of his. He was 

haunted all his life by this calling. 
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things regarding prophesy 
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and are for the future


3- Futurist. Most prophecies beyond Revelation 3 are yet to be fulfilled.
This is the view held by most contemporary North American evangelical writers and teachers. Somewhat ironically, futurism was originated in 1585 by Francisco Ribeira, a Spanish Jesuit priest, for the purpose of refuting the historicist views of the Protestant reformers and it appears to have succeeded.

The most popular version of futurism today is dispensationalist, which has only been around since 1830, when J.N. Darby began teaching his ideas of a secret Rapture of the church (Revelation 4:1) followed by a tribulation period, and a 1,000-year rule of Christ. Futurists tend to take a literal view of the book of Revelation. Since futurists believe that few, if any, of the events from chapters 4-22 of Revelation have taken place, it is easy for them to assert that most of these prophecies are to be taken literally, this literal interpretation of the highly symbolic book of Revelation ignores the style of writing God inspired John to use. Revelation is prophecy, letter and apocalyptic -- with the apocalyptic style predominating. Apocalyptic style was well known at the time John wrote, using cryptic meanings and symbolic images. Above all, apocalyptic literature is born of immediate persecution and oppression and anticipates the final triumph of good over evil.

Disregarding the language God inspires to convey his message, futurists conveniently avoid having their "this is going to happen in the near future" approach tested by historical events.  Dispensationalists, in particular, can prognosticate freely with the confidence that they will be raptured before the bulk of Revelation is fulfilled and will not be around on earth to be embarrassed by any inaccuracies in their predictions.
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Francisco Ribera (1537 -1591) was a 

Jesuit doctor of theology wrote a 

commentary in 1585 on the book of 

Revelation In order to remove the 

Catholic Church from consideration 

as the antichrist power, Ribera 

proposed that the first few chapters 

of the Apocalypse applied to ancient 

pagan Rome, and the rest he limited 

to a yet future period of 3 1/2 literal 

years, immediately prior to the 

second coming. During that time, 

the Roman Catholic Church would 

have fallen away from the pope into 

apostasy. Then, he proposed,  the

antichrist, a singleindividual, would: 

Persecute and blaspheme the saints 

of God. Rebuild the temple in 

Jerusalem. 

Abolish the Christian religion. Deny 

Jesus Christ. Be received by the 

Jews. Pretend to be God. Kill the 

two witnesses of God. 

Conquer the world. 
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[image: image133.emf]FOURTH INTERPRETATION 

OF PROPHECY

•Allegory

•The allegorical, or  spiritualview, does not see 

the contents of the Book of Revelation as 

literal. Rather its language is symbolic, and 

each generation can read and interpret it in 

their own way. The various visions in the Book 

of Revelation express eternal spiritual truths 

and struggles that are without any literal or 

historical application. Revelation is seen as 

having several levels of meaning, which range 

from a strict and literal interpretation to an 

interpretation that cannot be understood and 

interpreted only on the basis of one's intellect. 


4- Allegory or Spiritual (or Symbolic or Idealist). Most prophecies portray the ongoing cosmic conflict of spiritual realities and may have many fulfillments throughout history.
This actually represents a variety of approaches that look for lessons or principles -- often recurrent in history -- symbolically depicted in Revelation. Noting the apocalyptic style in which the book is written, this interpretation sees the central theme as the triumph of good over evil, of Christ over Satan The obvious advantage of this view is that there is no need to match events described in the book to real events. The disadvantage is that the book of Revelation itself claims to predict certain specific events
 
[image: image134.emf]THE VIEW IS THAT THE ANTICHRIST IS MOVED EITHER FORWARD 

OR BACKWARD IN TIME

Ribera's Futurism Puts the Antichrist Into A Future Three and On e-

half Literal Years.

PreterismIdentifies the Antichrist as Nero.

Both of Them Put Antichrist Outside the Middle Ages and the 

Reformation Period, identified by Protestant Historicists as 

Antichrist's Reign of 1260 Prophetic Years.
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FULFILLED?

•There are listed 6 Fulfillments of the 

70 weeks Let me read the verse

•Daniel 9:24Seventy weeks are 
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In determining what you will believe on the interpretation of the book of Revelation Please consider after much prayer and study of the scriptures whether these were fulfilled in Christ while he was here on the earth. As prophecy does not determine your salvation then do not allow your belief to cause division between you and your brethren.
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Tithing the Past the Present the Future

I notice there are some that write articles and debate about tithes not being biblical in the New Testament. When I see articles like this, I wonder what their real motive is. Is it to hinder the sincere Minister that is trying his best to do the work of God?   Has Satan used them to create havoc among the brethren? Let me ask you a simple question. Are all Apostolic Ministers crooked and only out for money or is there just a few that misuse the Lord’s Money for their own pleasure? How would a man of God start, build, provide for himself and his family and establish a church if there were no funds for the Ministry of God? Oh yes God will supply might be your answer. Yes, he does and it is in the same plan that he used in the Old Testament. When you read or hear someone say tithing is not required in the N.T. Ask them for the scripture that says you are not to pay Tithes in the New Testament. There are over 30 verses in the

O.T that mentions tithes.  Abraham paid tithes before the law because of his love for God. Israel paid tithes under the law to obey God. Tithes are mentioned in Matthew and Luke in the gospels. There are 7 verses in the N.T that mentions Tithes. We pay tithes because of our love for God.  As I have already mentioned tithes were given before the law, for it says in Genesis 14:20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. Hebrews 7:1  For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; 2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; It is commanded under the law, Lev 27:30 “‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. 

Was Tithe only of the harvest? What about Gold, Brass, steel, and Silver? Is that not also from the land?  Numbers 18:24 But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as an heave offering unto the Lord, I have given to the Levites to inherit: therefore I have said unto them, Among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance. Malachi 3:6 For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return? 8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: also tithes were spoken of in the Gospels,. Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

Luke 11:42 But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
Luke was the writer of Luke and Acts and wrote for the Apostle Paul the Apostle to the gentiles. In  Lu:18:12: I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

Heb:7:5: And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham: Heb:7:6: But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises. Today it is practiced by Apostolic Christians who love the Lord
Why do we believe we should do it today?
Because it is the right thing to do
If it was right for Abraham before the law and it was right under the law and in the Gospels then under grace today, we do it because of our love for Jesus Christ and the work of God Luke 11: 42 ends with the words and leave not the other undone speaking about tithes. The book of Luke is written to the Gentiles. If God did not want the N.T. Church to tithe then why would he have allowed this to be included in this story in the book of the Gospels written for the Gentiles? Tithing is the fairest system of giving. It places the Poor on the same level as the wealthy In Tithing all men are seen as equal in the sight of God. Because the poor person that earns $10 pays only $1 which is equal to the rich man that earns a $1000 and pays $100. Both have given the same equal amount in the eyes of God the tenth

Too bad our politicians and government does not understand this. Lord, please send them the light.

The word of God teaches us to render unto Caesar the things that are Caesars but we also need to render unto God the Tithe and all things which belong to Him. So before you follow those that debate against tithing consider these words. Remember obedience is better than sacrifice. It is also better to do more than enough rather than not enough. I had rather stand before God having taught Tithing than to stand before Him having taught against it and to later find out I was wrong in the judgment. We should not tithe to expect riches but we should tithe to be a blessing. Remember God will Judge those 

That misuses his tithe and also those that live like Kings off Gods money.  Do not let your good be over come by your Greed.

As our church grew in High Wycombe we began to see those that were born again began to give freely unto the Lord and observe the bible standards. Not only did we teach them the standard of tithing but also in living for God.  I found that so many think of standards as salvation issues but they aren’t. A standard is a banner that is held that identifies the group waving it. We should have a standard that bears witness of our love for Jesus Christ. We as Apostolic Christians need to dress in modesty and most of all we should manifest Love for others. Standards are what we adopt after we are born again to reveal to a lost and dying world that we love Jesus Christ. I have found that when I tried to force standards before one was born again that I lost many. Many of the standards that were taught years ago were men’s standards and not Gods. Make sure you do not run souls off for mans. Here is a chorus that I used many times in England.
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WHO DARES WINS

David was a devil that loved God- a dare devil-God loved David because he was daring and willing to place his trust in him and not in man. David was a fighter for the faith-Today God is looking for someone to be a fighter of the faith

When I was in Junior high school, I scored a long touchdown after intercepting a pass. My touchdown at school was seen by our football coach and he asked me to try out for the football team.  I wanted every way in the world to be able to play on the team but when I asked my stepfather, he refused to allow me to be on the team.  Football is a rough game and a lot of youth that go out find there its not as easy as they thought. It’s a battle of the fittest and you can sum it up with the slogan who dares wins because to be on the team or to be on a winning team you have to fight all the way. You win one battle or game and there’s another one to win all the way till the end of the season. Winning involves battling with every part of your body. Being a Christian is similar; you must be willing to sacrifice your limbs, lungs, mind, body and soul to be a part of the elect of the team. I wonder how many of today’s Christians would ever make God’s team? How many of us could make it through the season and still be a part of the team? If you made it and was triumphant you could be thought of as a winner. Everyone wants to be a winner; everyone wants to be triumphant but so few are able to hold out till the end. Who dares wins!  Will you still be a part of the vine, after the shaking has ended and Jesus calls you in from the field? 

Many in the bible found out sooner or later that they had to battle for the victory. David had to fight a lion, a bear, and then Goliath before he realized the greatest challenge of his life? HIMSELF! He failed when he faced his own lust of the eye and the lust of the flesh. Many have won the large battles only to fall when they faced the little foxes. We would never think that our greatest enemy is little old me! David fell because he allowed himself to fall. Every day we make the decisions whether we will stand or fall. Solomon says” in the Songs of Solomon 2:15 Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes 

Job 14:  If a man die, shall he live again? All the days of my warfare would I wait, till my release should come. 

The Apostle Paul says in  2 Co. 10:4 (for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but mighty before God to the casting down of strongholds), 5 casting down imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted against the knowledge of God, and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ; 

Many years ago, the national guard and the reserves grew in leaps and bounds. It was never hard to keep the enlistment up as so many people wanted to be a part of the reserves, some because of their loyalty to our country and some for the money. Even though the national guard had played important roles in prior military history there was a few people that enlisted because they felt that they would not be called up and that they would not have to go to war. Some of these were married women with children.  Some were married men that were the head of a large family.    Suddenly their world was torn apart by the 9-11 disaster. 225,000 guards and reservists called into active service and it was not long before many of these were involved in a terrible war. Many of the people that had joined for the money began to want out. Some were able to but some found themselves in the battle they never expected. A battle for their life. Spiritually speaking today, we are in the greatest battles of our lives. Battles we never thought we would have been in a year ago. Will we come out of the battle we are facing today with a spiritual victory or will we be swallowed up by the evils of our day? We must understand that sin is trying to bring every Christian to his downfall. The end result of sin is still death and we must keep this in mind it is better to die naturally than it is spiritually. The world has warped the minds of many today. We use to feel convicted about dressing immorally, committing adultery, dishonoring parents or elders, missing church, or fornication, lying, cheating, abortion, homosexuality but today the world has replaced that conviction with being convicted about protecting wildlife, pollution, saving whales, or seals. You can kill your unborn baby but you have to save the whale. We are living in perilous times when our thinking has been warped. 

 Jesus said many are called but few are chosen. The word says in Rom 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

History tells us that Marmon O’Neil a Viking set out to conquer North Ireland agreeing that the first man to set his hand on the land would be the possessor. As they both neared the land, Captain O’Neil became desperate because it appeared the other Vikings would arrive first, so he cut off his own hand and heaved it upon the shore thus winning the conquest. This is where the red hand in the Northern Ireland Flag originated. Marmon was willing to give his hand to possess some land. We should be willing to give all for Jesus Christ.

So many have been called but like the rich man they fell when they had to face the cost.  Jesus told him in Mark 10:21b.  One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me 

Today we must wake up and accept that our enemy Satan knows how to use us to war against our own self. He knows that some will fall when they find their bodies ill when he places the thought in their mind if God loved you would he allow you to suffer like this? 

He knows how to tempt our eyes and flesh with the things we desire of the flesh. 

He knows what it takes to cause many of us to fall because he heard us talk about our weaknesses. 

But today we can be delivered from that illness or that weakness because Jesus is here. And when Jesus is here, we can reach out and touch him. We can call upon him and know he will not turn us away. I assure you today that Jesus Knows and he cares for every one of us.

One Wednesday night in my bible study I brought out 5 of the little foxes that spoil our vines, fun, friends, family, finances, and future. 

Another of the little foxes is the fox of unbelief. Satan knows that doubt can spoil our faith. Satan would like to kill our faith altogether. But we are not going to let that happen. We are going to believe because we have seen great and mighty things happen when we believed. 

I ask you to speak faith right now. Say this Faith arise doubt I trample on you in Jesus’ name. Unbelief I bury you under the blood of Christ. Illness you are history. Burdens you are gone. Envy and strife you no longer have a hold on me. I bury you today under the faith I have in Jesus Christ my Lord. Come on speak it out today. Destroy every spirit that has risen up against you. 

Every sin, illness, disease, problem, situation has been paid for but that still does not stop Satan from trying to destroy us. I read the following story about a pastor and I want to share it with you

"I was walking through town yesterday when I saw a young boy coming toward me swinging this bird cage. On the bottom of the cage were three little wild birds, shivering with cold and fright. I stopped the lad and asked, "What you got there son?" 
"Just some old birds," came the reply.
"What are you gonna do with them?" I asked.
"Take 'em home and have fun with 'em," he answered. I'm gonna tease 'em and pull out their feathers to make 'em fight. I'm gonna have a real good time."
"But you'll get tired of those birds sooner or later. What will you do then?"
"Oh, I got some cats," said the little boy. "They like birds. I'll take 'em to them."

The pastor was silent for a moment. "How much do you want for those birds, son?"
"Huh??!!! Why, you don't want them birds, mister. They're just plain old field birds. They don't sing -- they ain't even pretty!"
"How much?" the pastor asked again.
The boy sized up the pastor as if he were crazy and said, "$10?"
The pastor reached in his pocket and took out a ten dollar bill. He placed it in the boy's hand. In a flash, the boy was gone.
The pastor picked up the cage and gently carried it to the end of the alley where there was a tree and a grassy spot. Setting the cage down, he opened the door, and by softly tapping the bars persuaded the birds out, setting them free. 

Well, that explained the empty bird cage on the pulpit, and then the pastor began to tell this story. One day Satan and Jesus were having a conversation. Satan had just come from the Garden of Eden, and he was gloating and boasting.
"Yes, sir, I just caught the world full of people down there. Set me a trap, used bait I knew they couldn't resist. Got 'em all!"
What are you going to do with them?" Jesus asked.
Satan replied, "Oh, I'm gonna have fun! I'm gonna teach them how to marry and divorce each other, how to hate and abuse each other, how to drink and smoke and curse. I'm gonna teach them how to invent guns and bombs and kill each other. I'm really gonna have fun!"
"And what will you do when you get done with them?" Jesus asked.
"Oh, I'll kill 'em," Satan glared proudly.
"How much do you want for them?" Jesus asked.
"Oh, you don't want those people. They ain't no good. Why, you'll take them and they'll just hate you. They'll spit on you, curse you and kill you!! You don't want those people!!"
"How much?" He asked again.
Satan looked at Jesus and sneered, "All your tears, and all your blood."
Jesus said, "DONE!" Then He paid the price.

You know who he paid the price for? You and I..

Jesus was the King of who dares wins. He left his throne in glory to take on the robe of flesh to offer it for our salvation

He came to his own and they received him not

He is rejected of men

Cursed spat upon and hung upon a cross

All because he wanted to give you a chance to be a winner
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FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS
In the garden of Eden God placed in the hands of man the ruler ship of this great planet.  In turn by disobeying God Adam turned it over spiritually to Satan, but in physical terms man has ruled since that day under the influence of satanic powers. There has been since then many different Historical periods or times.  Patriarch, Sumer, Jewish, Babylonian, Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Persian, Grecian, Roman emporium. Roman Christian which included the, Dark ages, Middle Ages, Reformation, and Atomic. All of these ages war was always prevalent. In the New Testament church age, we at the end of the atomic age will come the age of Millennia when Christ will reign for 1000 years. Today you are living in the atomic age, the final age of the rule by man which will usher in the Rule of Christ upon the earth. In each age God has called upon men and women to keep the remembrance of him before the people of the world and fulfill his will. Every age has had its good times and its perilous times. The bible which is our greatest history book tells a story of a woman that God used in her age to keep and deliver his people. If he used her, can he not use you today in this age that we are in?
Esther 4:13-14, "Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"
The most important thing for a child of God is to do the will of God.   We cannot always see the Hand of God in the midst of our situations but we must learn to trust Him and allow Him to have His will performed through us so that we will not miss accomplishing the work that He has called us to do for His Kingdom.

The story of Esther is one of the most well-known stories of the entire Bible. It’s a short book of only 10 chapters but it records for the faithfulness of a young Jewish girl who was born into slavery. She was a slave to King Ahasuerus (Xerxes I), the son of King Darius. Darius was the King who had Daniel thrown into the lions’ den. King Xerxes, troubled with distrust of his wife, Queen Vashti, had banished Vashti from Persia and then sought a new queen among the young women of his kingdom. This is when Esther was forced to become the Queen of Media-Persia and wife of King Xerxes I. 
I am sure that Esther was quite comfortable with her ordinary life. She would rather have stayed at home and been an ordinary girl, but God had a plan for her life that she was only beginning to follow.  Does this sound familiar to any of you? Do you feel that you are being pushed, dragged or convinced to move on into unfamiliar territory? Is there a tug at your heart to do something different? Is there a stirring in your heart that says something has to change?
The Christian walk is a faith walk! God doesn’t always reveal His perfect will and allow us to see the destiny that He has set in place for our lives. He asks us to trust Him and take a leap of faith, allowing Him to guide our every step until we come to the end. 

I have often had those who would come to me and say that they just could not understand why God had placed them in the position where they are. 

I am sure that Esther felt that same pain in her life too! She could not understand why God would allow her to be forced to marry a pagan King and be taken from her family to live in a palace where she felt more like a prisoner than a Queen.  According to the laws of Persian, she could not even go to her husband, the King, without prior approval. If Esther were to attempt to walk into the presence of the King, without permission, she would be instantly killed if he didn’t want to see her. 
Let me say this in regards to you and your life as a Christian, God is not forcing you to do anything because this is a volunteer army. At any time, we desire, we can turn away from the place where God has us and do what we want to do. But there are consequences to our disobedience!  We must stop to realize that God never allows anything into our lives by accident but that every circumstance that we face is there for a greater purpose than we can see at the moment.
How many times have people come to me and said I just have to find a better job. I just have to find a better church. I just have to find a happier life! Oh friend, when are we going to realize that it isn’t the job, the church, our spouse or our circumstances that determine our happiness? It is our attitude in their midst that determines our happiness!
Abraham Lincoln said, “A man is about as happy as he makes up his mind to be!” You determine your own happiness by your own attitude. Don’t allow you circumstances to steal your joy! I know life is unfair! I know that life is hard at times! I know that we often can’t see the forest for the trees! But we must learn to trust God to bring into our path those things that He wills for our life and then help us to be victorious in whatever circumstances come.
God may have some of you in troublesome home or job environments with unsaved friends, parents or unsaved spouses – live for Jesus anyway! He has promised to let all things work out to your good. That little phrase, “all things”, covers a lot of ground. Your trust in God and commitment to Christ may be the only chance that your friends or family will ever have to see what the Love of God is really all about. Let your light shine! Even if they never change and come to Christ, your duty is to live for God and love them anyway. 
Esther faced the possibility of death if she went to see King Xerxes unannounced. If we fail to carry out the will of God for our lives, we may face the death penalty also. If we fail to live for God, we are in rebellion against God, and rebellion is sin, and the penalty of sin is death! We must be about our Father’s business! We must work where we are and do the best we can under every circumstance and then trust God for the victory!
The day came when Esther’s circumstances were proven to be according to God’s providence. Because of hatred for the Jews, some of Xerxes’ counselors had passed a decree that all of the Jews in the land of Persia were to be put to death because of a fear of rebellion against the king.
Listen the Devil never stops trying to destroy the Jews and He will never stop trying to destroy Christians either!
Pharaoh of Egypt had tried to destroy the Jews and God stopped him at the Red Sea.
Haman of Persia in Queen Esther’s day was trying once again.
Adolph Hitler and the German Republic would attempt to annihilate the Jews in the death camps of WWII, but God would stop him.   The Antichrist in the last days will attempt to annihilate the Jews but Jesus Christ will stop him.
Just as Satan has attempted to destroy the Jews, he attempts to destroy those who are grafted into the family of God as Christians.
His job is to kill, steal and destroy every one of you and he never sleeps and never quits trying but he will not succeed because Jesus is greater in you than the power of the devil over you.
Esther came to realize that God had placed her in the palace of the King of Persia for this specific time and purpose. All of the hours of loneliness, separation from family and friends, questioning why God had allowed this to happen, wondering why she was destined to carry such a heavy burden all of her life, were now answered by the fact that God could use her to save her people and herself.
“For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place…” were the words of Mordecai to Esther. He knew that she was afraid to speak. Who would not be under the penalty of death! Mordecai also 
knew that if Esther did not do her duty, that God would still deliver the Jews, but Esther would suffer for being disobedient. Remember this God isn’t limited by whether we obey Him or not. God’s work will still be accomplished but we will suffer great loss.                                                      
Have we missed God because we couldn’t trust Him in our job and walked away only to face financial disaster? Have we left our church for greener pastures only to find that the pastures weren’t any greener where we went? Have we rebelled in our circumstances and found that we missed God’s best because we didn’t see it through to the end?  
Like Queen Esther, maybe you have been brought to this place in your life: 
This place of loneliness, 
This place of fear, 
This place of uncertainty, 
This place of doubt, 
This place of indecision, 
This place of questioning God – all for a purpose!
Esther experienced every one of those same feelings – yet God had her in His perfect will. The feelings weren’t wrong or sinful but to be disobedient to the call of God would have been sinful. Her obedience overcame every one of her fears, doubts and uncertainty.
In the end, it is not these same feeling that are wrong for you and I to have. Action, obedience to God cures the fears, removes the doubts, gets rid of uncertainty, cures indecision, removes loneliness and answers every question. Step out by faith and watch God perform His word through us.
For such a time as this God has brought us to where we are now!
For such a time as this - there are souls to be saved in the work place.
For such a time as this – there are many in our family who do not know God
For such a time as this – God is calling men, women, and young people, all of His people to work in the fields and harvest souls for the Kingdom of God
For such a time as this – God has prepared you to teach a class, minister to the lost and dying, and hurting people all around you.
God has a purpose in your life and in every circumstance of your life. Put your trust in Him and Let go and let God use you to bless others. He will see you through to the end and you will be victorious!
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ARE YOU A MIRACLE ABOUT TO HAPPEN

John 5:2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. 4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked

That day probably was no different than any other day that this man had observed till Jesus came on the scene.  The sun had set the day before the sun had probably rose that morning. People hustled to and fro, some laughing others scorning the day. Then came the rustling of the waters and this man had missed his chance again to get in the water for his healing.  He had been there many times saw others make it but he had never made it in time for the healing to take place. Does that sound like you today, never there at the right time, almost made it, came one day too late. Well today YOU MIGHT BE A MIRACLE JUST READY TO HAPPEN

Someone made this statement about miracles- As water evaporates from the lake and the river drains and dries up, miracles have the ability to replenish the waters supply. Miracles are God's gracious gift to those in need because of His awesome, uncompromising love. Often when we need another miracle, we forget the ones we have already had. We tend to dwell on times When a Miracle Did Not Happen 
When Nero the Roman Emperor torched Rome and put the blame on Christians, he succeeded in striking Christian leaders like Peter. I wonder What could have been on Peter's mind during those last few days before he was martyred?  Had he forgotten about when he had `escaped' from prison twice. Once when he was arrested with John in (Acts 4:1-22) he later was set free because authorities did not know what to do. Another time he literally walked out of prison miraculously led by an angel who came in the middle of the night (Acts 12:6-11).              But this time God did not intervene. There was no miracle. The man who miraculously escaped from prison twice would die a prisoner and a martyr.  I think Peter knew it was coming. Why? Because he probably remembered his Master's words to him by the shores of Galilee recorded in (Jn 21:15-23) 18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 19  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. 

Some years ago, a shopkeeper was opening a package of merchandise from England. He always admired the efficient way the British pack things as it was done with meticulous care. When he opened it, there was a card on top. It said, “Expect a Miracle”. He almost threw it in the trash and thought, “What does that mean? How did that get there?” Then he stuffed it into his shirt pocket.      That night he was emptying his pockets and showed it to his wife, “Look at this, ‘Expect a Miracle’. What is that supposed to mean?” “Maybe that is what we need”, she said. “Our problems seem so overwhelming. Wonder what would happen if we started expecting great things instead of always expecting the worst? Could miracles take place?” They decided to try it for a few days starting with small problems. “Maybe we will get some new ideas. Maybe there is a solution. Anyway, what do you say? Let’s expect a miracle, really expect it for a few days and see what happens.”    Then something changed for them. They began believing that not only could their problems be solved but that they would be solved and more importantly, the solution was even then being worked out. Miracles, little miracles, started happening. Strange coincidences began developing. All kinds of experiences began coming one after another.  Today we may have come to church to just have another day to sing or to do our duty but I am here to say that if there is a need in your life for a miracle then you may be a miracle ready to happen! I would like to share with you what I think are Three steps to a miracle

1-ASK   "….you do not have because you do not ask" James 4:2    Jesus said So I say to you; Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find, knock and the door will be open to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be open.2-Do not ask amiss  --"you ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures " James 4:3-Have faith in God--Faith is a key ingredient in receiving a miracle. (Mark 5:28) 11:24 If we are doubtful or double-minded, we will not receive. James 1:6,7
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STAY IN THE SHIP

By George Duke

Acts 27:30 And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship, 31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.

I. Get in the ship---How do I get in the ship? John 14:6

a. The first thing you need to do to get into the boat is to [accept Christ] as your Savior! Jesus said with utmost confidence, “I am the way, the truth, and the life….no man comes to the Father except through me.”

So…the first step, in getting into the ship is believing Jesus Christ. Jesus has already instructed us in what we need to do. Repent! Be born again of the water and the Spirit. Sometimes that first step can be a little shaky as far as we are concerned. We want to do it our way instead of the way Christ has told us.

[Tell story about getting into the little 8 foot flat bottom boat.]

b. The second thing you need to do is to [trust Christ] to do the work of salvation.

Ill- There is a story about a Kindergarten class that went to the fire station for a tour and some instruction in fire safety. The fireman was explaining what to do in case of a fire. He said, "First, go to the door and feel the door to see if it’s hot. Do you know why we feel the door?" A little boy raised his hand and said “To see if there is fire on the other side”. Then the firemen said, "Next fall to your knees. Does anyone know why you ought to fall to your knees?" One of the little girls said, "Oh yes, you get on your knees so you can start praying to ask God to get you out of this mess!"

TRUST? You mean we have to trust Christ to do the work? YES…and we have a verse of Scripture to assure us that if we do our part God will do HIS! I John 1:9.…“If we confess our sins, HE is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Here is the promise…If we confess, our confession will be responded to in two ways…

1. He will forgive us of all our sin! Hallelujah!

2. He will cleanse us from all unrighteousness…any thing that is not like Christ will be dealt with when we get into the boat! Go ahead…get in the boat!

II. Stay in the ship…How do I stay in the boat?

In I Timothy, Paul, the apostle writes to the young Pastor, Timothy, who is facing a heavy burden of responsibility in the church at Ephesus.

Ephesus was a city famous for its Temple and worship of the Goddess Diana. Its Temple employed prostitute priestess’s and priests who offered sacrifice for money. In I Timothy Paul urges Timothy to stay true in the midst of all this paganism. You know, I do not need to tell you this but if you take a close look at society today…we are becoming more and more pagan by the minute. Not only that it is trying to get into the church! We may have standards but do we have the right scruples? Sin is Adultery, fornication, unnatural desires, lying, cheating, stealing, worship of other Gods.

Paul makes several "charges" (instructions) to young Timothy in this epistle.

1. The First Charge Is Found In Chap. 1: 3 As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,

NEXT WE NEED TO STAY TRUE TO THE FAITH

Christians today need "staying power" - especially in our increasingly pagan society.

2. The Second Charge Is Found In Chap. 1:18,19 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; 19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck:

THEN STAY TRUE TO THE FIGHT

1. War a good warfare

2. Don’t shipwreck your faith.

a.) Remember what God has done for you.

b.) Remember the examples of those who have shipwrecked their faith.

3. The Third Charge Is Found In Chap. 6:20-21 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: 21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.

WE MUST ALSO STAY TRUE TO THE FACTS

1. Don’t be distracted by strange doctrines and beliefs

We live in a day filled with "strange doctrines". We have "political correctness" without "biblical correctness!"

III. Love the ship---How do I love the ship? Exodus 15:2 The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt him.

Love the fact that you are truly born again baptized in Jesus Name filled with his Spirit! Love the fact that it is the blood of Jesus Christ that cleanses you from all sin!

Moses in His song to the Lord pointed out several things and verse 2 has enough information for a sermon in itself!

What is the Lord doing for Moses?

1. The Lord provided strength to Moses. Sometimes, we need to be replenished in our spiritual journey…Moses was singing a song to God and thanking Him for the strength that God had provided
2. The Lord provided a song…sometimes God has drilled a truth home to me at different times with a song.

3. The Lord was Salvation to Moses.

What had Moses been saved from?

Well for 1, Pharaoh. Two…bondage in Egypt. Three…The wilderness….Four…the Red Sea …. Five …. Plagues … Six… Moses was saved from the scrap heap of insufficiency. He told God that he was a nobody, “Who am I that I should go?” He told God that he was an ambassador but had no idea who it was that was sending him, He told God that He was slow of speech, “Lord, I have a thick tongue…I can’t deliver the message properly!”

What have you been saved from? My friends Love one another as Christ loved. Start by loving your Pastor, His wife, his family, each other and most of all love Jesus Christ.

Charles Swindoll, in his book "Three Steps Forward, Two Steps Back," tells the story of a farmer who wanted to impress his hunting buddies. So, he bought the smartest, most expensive hunting dog he could find and he trained his dog to do things no other dog on earth could do---impossible things that would surely amaze everyone. Then he invited his buddies to go duck hunting with him. After a while a flock of ducks flew over and the hunters were able to make a few hits. Several ducks fell in the water and the proud owner shouted to his magnificent dog, "Sally, Go get ‘em!" The dog leapt out of the boat, walked on the water, picked up a bird and returned to the boat. As soon as he dropped the duck in the boat, he trotted off across the water again and grabbed another duck and brought it back to the boat. The owner beamed with pride as his wonderful hunting dog walked across the water and retrieved each of the birds one by one. Unable to resist the opportunity to brag a little he asked his buddies, "Do you notice anything unusual about my dog?" One of them rubbed his chin and said, "Yow... Come to think of it, I do notice something different! That silly dog doesn’t know how to swim!"

[image: image142.jpg]There is a balm
in Gilead
to make the
wounded whole





There is a Balm in Gilead

A balm is a healing ointment. Jeremiah is asking about the famous healing lotion made from the commiphora tree of Palestine, the resinous gum we know as Myrrh. (you know the Christmas story – Gold, Frankenstein and Myrrh…er…..Frankincense and myrrh…). Jeremiah is making a spiritual reference to the healing power of God. In the New Testament, baby Jesus will be given this balm to show healing does exist with him. That’s the good news.

Before 1865, African-American spirituals and slave-songs were sung throughout the south. These songs told the gospel and conveyed scripture to people who couldn’t read, and were used for everything from teaching English and counting to new arrivals, to keeping time in a threshing house, to communicating news about the underground railroad (“This Train is Bound for Glory”, and “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” were both underground railroad songs). One of the great old hymns to come out of that era was “There is a Balm in Gilead”. An oppressed people who, like Israel, had been captured, enslaved, and ill-used were answering Jeremiah’s question with the New Testament assurance that healing was here to stay. How can we find that assurance today? Let’s look at the song:

Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain,

But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again.

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole;

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick soul.

First – we have to look to the Holy Spirit for revitalization and renewal. When we feel like the plans for peace we have offered bounced right off the clouds of heaven, or the life work we have given our talent toward has produced mediocre results at best – we need to pray for ourselves and the revival of our mission and our call. Every Christian is called of God. Whether you are called to be a witness as a mechanic, a teacher, or a listening friend working on an assembly line – you are called to be there. Don’t let the joy be leeched from you by those around you with bad attitudes or the determination to be self-absorbed pessimists. Allow God’s Holy Spirit to work in you and make the life you are living a worthy pursuit of hope and healing.

If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul,

You can tell the love of Jesus and say, "He died for all."

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole;

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick soul.

Second – People of faith need to stop relying on the messengers and start living the message. The ministry has specific roles we fulfill, but it s not our call to be the community. That’s your job. We need to stop letting other people (leaders, theologians, popular authors) read for us, think for us, determine our beliefs and be the witness for us. We need to take responsibility in our relationship with God and learn to use resources as guides, not crutches. Why do you need a doctorate to live as Christ taught? Jesus called a bunch of fishermen, peasants and tax collectors? Christ didn’t come to make us a collection of sheep led by the educated elite. Christ came to make us a community, lead by a vibrant, personal relationship with our Creator. You don’t have to be Peter, or Dr. Paul (or even Dr. Phil – thank goodness!) – Be you, use your brain and the resources God places around you, and share the gospel where you are.

Don’t ever feel discouraged, for Jesus is your friend; And if you lack for knowledge, He’ll never refuse to lend.

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole;

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick soul.

Third – seek God’s wisdom and will. Our trust should not be in our own intelligence, experiences or credentials. Our trust should be in God’s wisdom, and God has placed that wisdom all over creation. Stop discounting the steady stream of God in the world around you and start listening and learning all that God can have you know. But remember this; Kneeology can be better spiritually than Theology.

Fourth- Remember this God is not dead he’s alive.

It appears today that many have forgot that God even exists. In their minds there is no God or he has died. I have news for you he is alive. Jesus is alive and just waiting for you to come to him in faith and ask. The enemy will try to convince us he is not real, he is dead, or he is to far above us to hear us, but I am here to let you know he is alive he is well and he’s just waiting for you to approach him in faith.

If we need healing for:

Our body --- Our Spirit ----- Our mind he is here

We need not to succumb to the gloom and doom of Jeremiah, because we know that healing of God is here. We need not reflect the cultural despair of T.S. Eliot because we know how to be near God. We can be people of Gilead with a life witness worth shining for the entire world to see. Today is the day for you to receive. What will it be? Will you continue to live in your little dark world or come out into the son shine of Jesus Christ.

A Prophet’s Prophesy for you

There are many people that are hooked on prophesy and are so addicted that they follow after those that claim to be speaking “Thus saith the Lord.” The fact is that most of these so-called Prophet’s are not of the Lord and also are not speaking in the name of the Lord. Most of them do not even know what the Lord’s name is! What really freaks me out is that many of them. make predictions that never come to pass and people continue to follow after them. . Bible prophecy or biblical prophecy comprises the passages of the Bible that reflect communications from God to humans through prophets. Followers of Judaism usually consider the prophets of the Hebrew Jewish Bible to have received revelations from God. While followers of Christianity usually consider the prophets of the Christian Bible to have received revelations from the Triune God with the exception of the true Apostolic Christians.  Hebrew Bible prophets often warn the Israelites to repent of their sins and idolatries, with the threat of punishment or reward. A second prophetic theme is the coming of a Messiah: Christians believe that these Messianic prophecies are fulfilled by Christ Jesus, while followers of Rabbinic Judaism still await the arrival of the Jewish Messiah and other signs of Jewish eschatology. Most Christians believe many messianic prophecies will be fulfilled with the Second Coming of Christ, though some Christians (Full Preterism) believe that all Messianic prophecies have already been fulfilled. Rabbinic Judaism does not separate the original coming of the Messiah and the advent of the Messianic Age 

   If a Pastor had a man to speak in his church that claims the gift of prophesy people will rush to line up to receive his message. It is a fact that if he was being used by God to speak to them more than likely after hearing the prophesy, they would never line up again? Why? Because when God has given a Prophet a message for an individual it normally is a message of doom or a warning.  The prophet Nathan is remembered by his  

Words to David “Thou art the man.” Then we find in 2 Kings 22:8  And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. I would like to close with some true prophesy for each of you that will definitely come to pass in your life 

Here are some true prophesy’s that are sure to come to be in your life. 

1-You will live until you die  2-You will have sickness, heartache, and grief during your life   3-You will be disappointed many times 

4-Friends will let you down   5-Sorrows will be many

6-You will die  7-You will be judged by God 

So today while you are able to make a decision make it to follow Jesus Christ.
Peter was given the keys to the Kingdom of Gog. He shared those keys with us in Acts 2:38. Follow them

Repent

Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins

Allow Him to fill you with his Spirit
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CAN YOU LOSE YOUR SON SHIP?

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

The new birth does more than usher you into the Kingdom of God! Actually, you become a son of God when God places his Spirit inside of you and covers you with his blood. The Sons or Son of God are mentioned over 3 times in the bible. 1-Angels are called the sons of God. Job 1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. 2-Jesus is the Son of God in the flesh. Adam and Eve were sons of God. We can become Sons of God.  John 1: 12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. Note that Sons of God are direct creation of the Spirit of God. That is why we must have the real genuine new birth that can only come through God.  So, after being born again is it possible to lose our son ship?  The answer is YES! HOW? There is one type of people in the bible that Jesus Christ despised. Matthew 23: Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. Yes, that’s correct you can become a Pharisee. One of the horrible spirits that Satan can place in you is the Pharisaic spirit. Many ministers, Pastors, and Evangelist can cause you to become a possessor of that nature or Spirit. Having a holier than thou attitude in your life and making standards a salvation issue. The second way to lose your son ship is to blaspheme against the Holy Ghost. In order to be guilty of blasphemy you MUST have received the new birth. Thirdly for you to have known the truth and turned away from it will cause you to lose your son ship. 2 Peter 2:  21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. Remember any of the above with the exception of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost can be forgiven.
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YOU HAVE COME TO PENIEL

You have come to Peniel. Today will be your Peniel.   The bible says that Jacob wrestled until he was blessed. But the blessing that he received left him with a limp the rest of his life. I would rather limp with Jesus than walk tall with world. Struggling is a part of the true child of Gods walk.                     

So many people in this life want everything without any effort. 
We see the doctors home and say (I’d sure like to have a home like that) but we don’t want to go to school for 15 years so we can make that kind of money so we can buy a home like that.
We see that young man walking through the mall, it looks like his muscles are about to bust out of his shirt, and we say (man I’d like to have muscles like that) you can if you go to the gym 5 times a week and pump iron till it feels like your arms and legs are going to fall off.

You attend church and see someone that is really used of God.   You think I wish God would use me like that. Are you willing to fast, pray, be faithful, seek God, study his word, obey him when it doesn’t make sense, be persecuted and publicly criticized and humiliated?  Many believers have the attitude that just because they are saved and in the family of God, that now God is supposed to give them everything they ever dreamed of without any effort, work or discipline on their part. The fact is, it costs what it costs and it never goes on sale.
YES God wants to prosper you and bless you, but you’re going to have to go through something.
Sometimes you have to struggle, sometimes you have to fight.
There is something in the struggle that is necessary to becoming what God has ordained us to be.
The children of Israel found that out. God left giants in the promised land on purpose
1- Because they needed to learn how to fight
#2 Because giants distinguish the difference between professors and possessors.
#3 Giants expose the grasshoppers. 

 In the struggle You get to know your God, you realize that God is your only help. You get stronger, you put down roots, you become aware of the necessary and unnecessary things in your life.  Struggling produces thankfulness (example) someone survives a tornado, their house is gone their car is gone but they are so thankful that they are still alive, the family is together.
When you know you had to fight for what you got:
a. You appreciate it more
b. You won’t let anyone take it from you
The struggle qualifies you for rest Listen to what Jesus says in
Mt 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. The Paul says in 
Hebrews 4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.
Last but not least The struggle qualifies us for the reward:
The struggle, the fight, the warfare, the praying, the waiting , the enduring, is as important as the blessing or reward
While we are looking at the reward, God is looking at the development that is taking place through the struggle.
Faith is forged in the furnace of adversity.
The first generation children of Israel forfeited their inheritance because they would not fight
Many of Gods people have forfeited their destiny their promises, just because they refused to fight.
When the heat was on they bailed out, backed down, laid down their swords and conceded to the enemy.
As long as everything was going smooth they were right there shouting with the army, enjoying the blessings, but when the struggle came they caved in and gave in to discouragement and fear and doubt. They left looking for the R&R somewhere else.
If you will be truthful today: what has made you what you are in God is the struggle
What you had to fight for,
What you had to fight against
What you had to overcome
The caterpillar goes through a process of metamorphosis through which it changes from an earthbound crawly worm, into a beautiful butterfly.
This process involves struggle
To cut the struggle short would rob the butterfly of it’s destiny.
The baby chick in the egg goes through a process of growth inside of the egg until it begins to outgrow the egg, then  it must peck it’s way out of the egg. This struggle strengthens the baby chick and prepares it for life outside the egg.  

One of the best things about your struggle:
It qualifies you to help others.
When you been through something you can help somebody else
When you’ve stood your ground and fought your battles and conquered your giants you are qualified to help someone else through their battles. Jesus did this at Calvary. In the garden of Gethsemane Jesus struggled with his flesh. He knew what he would have to do in order for you and I to have eternal life. His flesh cried out but he conquered it and willingly went to the cross. On the cross he cried out in the struggle he was going through, his body in pain stretched to the limit, crying out Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  

After defeating the giant of self he cried out and said Father forgive them they know not what they do and then he gave his life for us.  Satan thought he had won the victory but Jesus’s death brought the victory. Let me say that in a different way his death paid for the victory. Three days later he raised himself from the grave and hell was defeated and your sins were paid for in full. He took your place.  

 In the last 2 years I have struggled more that at anytime in my spiritual walk with God. I always stated that you never give in during the struggle. I found myself in a struggle like none other and found my self wanting to give in telling God that people were not worth what I was having to go through. I told my wife and family I am ready to chuck it all in then one day in prayer after feeling that every one had forsaken me God spoke to me and said remember what I said in the flesh while I was on the cross Father forgive them they know not what they do. If they were worth my sweat blood and tears then they are worth yours. 

The devil wants to make it all about you, give you tunnel vision (he wants you to focus all your attention on the struggle).
But God wants you to realize that even though the devil sent it to take you out, God is going to use it to take you up, and when you get up you will be able to help somebody else get up.
2Co 1:3-4 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;
4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, (that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God)                                           

Remember these when you are about to give up
Yes, I may be going through a struggle but I am growing through my struggle, developing some spiritual muscles, developing some compassion, some patience, some endurance.
Some long suffering.

Yeah I may be struggling right now but don’t feel sorry for me, There’s something in the struggle I need to become what God has ordained for me.
Pray for me, not to get out but to go through.
God did not deliver Daniel from the lions den ( he delivered him through it).
God did not deliver the three Hebrew children from the fiery furnace 
he delivered them through it).
David needed Goliath
The children of Israel needed the giants
The 3 Hebrew children needed the fiery furnace
Sampson needed the philistines 
And we need the struggle
There is no testimony without a test and no victory without a battle.
A victorious life is not a problem free life, it is a life in which we overcome our enemies by virtue of struggle and fight.
Finally let me say: The struggles don’t last forever
Weeping may endure for the night but joy cometh in the morning
If you want your healing you must sometimes struggle for it

If you want the Baptism of the Holy Ghost fight for it

If you want truth you have to hunger, thirst, and seek for it

I know one thing Satan does not want you to have it

But its yours for the taking just like the promised land was for Gods people Israel. 

Who’s ready to take it?
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Devils Lion Den

Our CHILDREN represent the Daniels of today! Our PUBLIC Schools represent the lion dens of our present age. Before our very eyes we have been watching the fall and the destruction of Great Britain as well as seeing the same thing occur in the USA. We were warned but we elected Politicians that claimed to be religious who allowed the destruction of our public schools, first by the removal of prayer, recital of our constitution, removal of dress codes, rules and regulations, proper grading system, and many other programs that are needed to ensure the proper future for our children for the time that they reach adulthood. The UK did away with Church Schools, and today they have departed God and the principles that made them a great nation. As the Great British Empire Christianity was taken to the far reaches of the world. Today the people of Britain are the ones needing Christianity. The USA followed in their footsteps and today the USA is no longer great and we are seeing all types of immorality and debauchery. Citizens of America, if you pay property tax to the government that pays for the schooling of our children then why in the name of God should your children not have a choice of where to attend school and that money be allotted to the choice you make whether it’s a secular or a religious school?  Oh no, your so-called religious government and system says NO to the use of YOUR tax money for our religious schools. Oh, someone may object! Instead, they demand you send your Daniel’s to the Lion’s den. Peer pressure in public schools result in even our Christian children falling pray to the whims of the devil’s children. The result is immorality. I know where Hillary Clinton stands on this but where does Donald Trump stand? I do not know?  But if he wants to make America Great again, he must place God back into our nation first in the schools, and in our government. Supreme Court Justice’s must be appointed that have God and our Christian constitution as their supreme ideal. Where are our church’s regarding religious school’s? You can drive around and see enormous church’s that have ample buildings and space to have a religious school sitting empty all week long.  Pastors rise up and start teaching and training children for their future or they will have none!    Jesus, I pray for our Children and parents. Yes, Parent’s also are to blame for what is happening today? #1 Divorce Children being raised without proper guidance and lifestyle. Mother against daughter, Father against Son, Husband hates wife or wife hates husband instilling hate in their children against their former spouse. No wonder we have the rise of Transgender, Homosexuality, and debauchery without bounds today.
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“Eternity is nearer than you think”
Daniel 12: But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.

There is a known fact that says “Man has an insatiable fascination with the hereafter and the afterlife” 

People get caught up with Channeling –A desire to communicate with the dead – This occurred all through ancient times and is spoken of in the O.T. yet it was forbidden by God according to Deut 18:10-12, 10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: 

Then there is the belief in Reincarnation where many believe that we live more than one life some even believing that we come back in other forms such as animals or insects. Someone coined this phrase don’t step on an ant; it might be your aunt. 

There was a story about a frog that consulted a fortuneteller. The fortuneteller was gazing into a crystal ball, and he says to the frog: You are going to meet a beautiful young woman. From the moment she sets eyes on you she will have an insatiable desire to know all about you. She will be compelled to get close to you—you will totally fascinate her.” The Frog: replies “Where am I, at a singles club?” No No the Fortuneteller says you are in her: “Biology class.” 

One minute he thinks he’s in heaven the next he’s headed for hell. In today’s world there appears to be a religion for every person’s idea, ideal, fancy, or fascination. Just believe something and there is a religion to fill the bill. No thoughts as to whether it totally violates the word of God. 

Christian Science, founded by spiritist Mary Baker Eddy, teaches that “there is no death.” “Heaven and hell are states of thought, not places. People experience their own heaven or hell right here on earth.” 

Edgar Cayce, a spiritist and New Age prophet, said that “the destiny of the soul is to become One with the Creator” and that no soul is ever lost. 

Mormonism, founded by occultist Joseph Smith, argues, “The false doctrine that the punishment to be visited upon erring souls is endless...is but a dogma of unauthorized and erring sectarians, unscriptural, unreasonable, and revolting.” 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, founded by Charles T. Russell maintains that the wicked are forever annihilated because “the teaching about a fiery hell can rightly be designated as a ‘teaching of demons.’” 

Unitarian Universalism confesses the following: “No Unitarian Universalist believes in a resurrection of the body, a literal heaven or hell, or any kind of eternal punishment.” 

But in spite of all these religions and philosophies, In 1991 a Gallup poll showed that 78 percent of Americans expect to go to heaven when they die. The problem is, many of them hardly ever pray, read the Bible, or attend church. They freely admit that they live to please themselves instead of God. The fact is no one thinks they are going to Hell even though they live for themselves rather than God. My thoughts are why these people would even want to go to heaven. 

We must understand that God has placed us here for a reason. That reason is to choose eternal life or eternal death. The word Eternal means – Having no beginning or end, existing outside of time, forever, perpetual, a unlimited duration, everlasting. 

The Truth of God’s Word teaches us… that God is Eternal 

1 Timothy 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. Psalms 90:2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. Not only that but God is The Great “I AM” – The forever Present Self-existent One, The One who Is (Ex 3:14; John 8:58) and the word says that God is Light (1Jn 1:5) Einstein’s E=MC2 formula says essentially reach the speed of light and time stands still… 

In the beginning God-before time God, In matter & space God- You must understand that God existed long before anyone can imagine… He is a Transcendent God. 

Not only is God eternal but written within the Truth of God’s word we are taught that God Created Man as a Eternal Being 

Genesis 1: says So God created man in his own image… 

Genesis 2:7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the earth and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living soul. Since Man was created in the natural likeness of God with intellect, emotions and a will… man was also created in God’s moral likeness but this was lost when he chose to sin by disobeying God/s command.  

Adam became a living soul/being… distinct from all other creatures – because of God’s image & God’s breath of life 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 

Listen to this This is an amazing discovery, Dr. Wernher von Braun, says he has "scientific" reasons for believing in life after death. He explained: "Science has found that nothing can disappear without a trace. Nature does not know extinction. All it knows is transformation. If God applies the fundamental principle to the most minute and insignificant parts of the universe, doesn't it make sense to assume that He applies it to the masterpiece of His creation—the human soul? " 

A Swedish doctor says he discovered the human soul weighs 21 grams. He placed beds of terminal patients on sensitive scales and saw the numbers drop when the patients died. 

Jesus tells of two men who have crossed over into eternity… in Luke 16: One is named as Lazarus and the other is described as a rich man. Both of these men’s destiny was determined by what they had done in this life. One went to the bosom of Abraham and the other to hell. Both crossed over and ended up either in Hell or paradise. 

According to this story every unsaved person goes directly to hell (hades, sheol) a holding prison awaiting his court appearance before the judge at the Great White Throne Judgment. There the unsaved will be found guilty and sentenced to eternal death in the Lake of Fire forever. Which was Prepared for the Devil & his demons. Matthew 25:41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. Remember the movie “Ghost”… an evil man died & demons came and dragged him off? In the bible, God uses phrases like: fire is not quenched, where the worm dies not, everlasting destruction, flames of fire, torment, outer darkness, weeping, gnashing of teeth where the real you is still alive (your body had dropped dead but you continue to live)… at the blink of the eye, you’re there… same personality, same cravings, same addictions, same lust, same emotions of fear, same memories of sitting in church… But now it’s too late. 
In the 18th century, Archibald Boyle was the leading member of an association of wild and wicked men known as "The Hell Club" in Glasgow, Scotland. After one night of carousing at the Club's notorious annual meeting, Boyle deemed he was riding home on his black horse. In the darkness, someone seized the reins, shouting, "You must go with me!" As Boyle desperately tried to force the reins from the hands of the unknown guide, the horse reared. Boyle fell down, down, down with increasing speed. "Where are you taking me?" The cold voice replied, "To hell!" The echoes of the groans and yells of frantic revelry assaulted their ears. At the entrance to hell, Boyle saw the inmates chasing the same pleasures they had pursued in life. There was a lady he'd known playing her favorite vulgar game. Boyle relaxed, thinking hell must be a pleasurable place after all. When he asked her to rest a moment and show him through the pleasures of hell, she shrieked. "There is no rest in hell!" 

There was seen on a bumper sticker in Spokane, WA the following words Eternity—Your Choice: Smoking or Non-smoking! 

The facts are that there is no truth in the false teachings of : Universalism, Annihilation , or Limbo / Purgatory – which allows a second chance to merit heaven – Remember you only have one chance to choose. 

There was an old Scottish mountaineer who had lived a full but not exactly saintly one and now was on his deathbed. He summoned his weeping wife. “Sara,” and he said, “go to the fireplace and take out the third stone from the top.” She did as instructed. “Reach in there,” said her husband, “and bring out what you find.” 

Her fingers touched a large Mason jar, and with some effort she pulled it up. The jar was full of cash. 

“Sara,” said the old man, “when I go, I’m going to take all that money with me. I want you to put that jar up in the attic by the window. I’ll get it as I go by on my way to heaven.” 

His wife followed his instructions. That night the old mountaineer died. After the funeral his wife remembered the Mason jar and went to the attic. There was the jar still full of money and by the window. 

“Oh,” the widow sighed. “I knew I should have put it in the basement.” 

Revelation 21:1-4 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 

A week ago, there was a new discovery. What was it? A new planet with the ability to allow life to live on it. Could it be ? Will it be ? Is it? I know only one thing for sure Scientists says its so far away man could never reach it in this lifetime. What about the next life? Well I know this that if it is and we are to go we will need a passport. You see even crossing into Heaven Requires a Passport 

Philippians 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,. We must understand that we can only enter heaven with the correct credentials… proving our citizenship is there. 

We must be spiritually be born into God’s Family in order to receive ~ Our Passport! 

In John 3:3 Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." Romans 8:17a Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ… we may also share in his glory. 

Death is not extinguishing the light from the Christian; it is putting out the lamp because the dawn has come. 

On his deathbed, British preacher Charles Simeon smiled brightly and asked the people gathered in his room, "What do you think especially gives me comfort at this time?" When they all remained silent, he exclaimed, "The creation! I ask myself, 'Did Jehovah create the world or did I?' He did! Now if He made the world and all the rolling spheres of the universe, He certainly can take care of me. Into Jesus' hands I can safely commit my spirit!" 

Former Senator Dwight W. Morrow searched in vain to find his railroad ticket as he was on a train leaving New York City. "I must find that ticket," he muttered. The conductor, who stood waiting beside him, said, "Don't worry about it, Mr. Morrow. We know you had a ticket. Just mail it to the railroad when you find it." "That's not what's troubling me," replied Morrow, "I need to find it to know where I'm going." 

In Alice in Wonderland, when Alice comes to a junction in the road that leads in different directions, she asks the Cheshire Cat, "Cheshire-Puss...would you tell me please, which way I ought to go from here?" "That depends a good deal on where you want to go to," said the Cat. "I don't much care where," replied Alice. "Then it doesn't matter which way you go." 

But I hope today it matters to you where you are going. Today you need to choose because tomorrow may be too late. 

Mark Twain Said Let us endeavor so to live that when we come to die even the undertaker will be sorry. 

Lets make the undertaker sorry. You are here today but tomorrow eternity.
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O DEATH WHERE IS THY STING?

Too many Christians today are afraid of dying. There is an old saying that says, “Weep at their coming in and rejoice at their going out.” So many Christians today want to do anything to hold on to this present life no matter the cost. Today in our advanced age of man so many ways are now known to keep one alive. But there is one sure way to be able to go quickly? Run out of money, Insurance, or someone willing to cover the costs of keeping you alive.  A born-again Christian who has a genuine experience with Jesus Christ should not fear death. Death is the end to suffering, pain, disease, sorrow, & grief. When we are truly born again we should be able to relate to this scripture found in 1 Corinthians 15:55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now in writing all of this one must realize that I am speaking in regards to those that have Jesus Christ in their lives and not the person that does not. For the lost individual they need to be afraid of death because it ushers them into the judgment of God. The after life for those that rejected Christ are horrific. For this reason, many are unable to understand that we Christians who believe in healing, miracles, and the protection of God in our lives suddenly find that this life comes to an end. They believe that because God allows us to die that he is not looking after us, but I can assure you he is. Matthew 5:45 says “That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”

Recently a church fell upon the congregation in Nigeria killing 160 or more Christians that were worshipping God and I received the following comment from Profpa Varghese to ‎World Christian News who stated Reigners Bible Church, based in the town of Uyo, Nigeria was packed to full capacity on Saturday when the roof came in.

So far, 60 bodies of people who were worshiping God have been recovered from the rubble of the collapsed church, many more are feared dead. If God cannot protect His own people when they worship Him, will He protect millions of others in hospitals, in dangerous situations, in poverty or sickness? Then why the futile exercise of praying, worshiping and praising? My reply to you is because we are the Bride of Christ and we have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ in sickness, in health, in living as well as dying. But please understand that "To Die Is Gain"  Philippians 1:21-23 "For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain...having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better"

So in conclusion to all of you that do not know Jesus Christ please read in the bible Acts chapter 2 and seek until you find what caused the early disciples to willingly offer themselves as a living sacrifice for Jesus Christ. The key to finding the same experience is found in faith, and following the keys to the Kingdom found in Acts 2:38.
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PROFESSOR OR POSSESSOR
Question How many professors do we have today?

Pr 1:5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:  7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.  Pr. 2:9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.   10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 

Ps.14:  1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 

My question to you today is, are you wise or foolish? Are you saved or lost, are you a professor or Possessor?

God sent me here to get you ready for the coming of the Lord, make sure you are in the bride of Christ and to prepare you for the bridegroom’s appearance. Just as the Chamberlain did with Hadassah I am to prepare you for your future visitation with the King. The wise will listen but the foolish will do as they always do, play, chat, laugh, scorn, ridicule, and look around.

Matthew 25: 1 "Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  2 "Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 "Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 "but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 "But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 6 "And at midnight a cry was heard: ’Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’  7 "Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 "And the foolish said to the wise, ’Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 "But the wise answered, saying, ’No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’   10 "And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 11 "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ’Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 12 "But he answered and said, ’Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.

The worst thing that can ever happen to you is for you to be lost!

1. “The kingdom of heaven” refers to all professing Christians, some of whom are born-again believers and some “have a form of godliness, but denying its power.” (2 Timothy 3:5). It was to this latter group that our Lord Jesus said, "Not everyone who says to Me, ’Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, ’Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name and in Your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ’I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Matthew 7:21-23
2. “The lamps” refer to the testimony of their lives: 
Our Lord commanded us, saying, “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glory your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16. Referring to John the Baptist, Jesus said, "He was the burning and shining lamp and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light.” (John 5:35)
The wise virgins were able to “let their light shine” because they had oil in their vessels to put in their lamps. The foolish had no oil and when they tried to light their lamps no light was forthcoming. 

3. “The bridegroom” refers to the Lord Jesus.
Paul used the analogy of the love of Christ for His church with a husband’s love for his wife. “Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:24-27.   John said in Revelation 21:2, “Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” 
4. “The vessels” refer to our earthly life: 
In writing to the church in Corinth about the gospel, Paul wrote, “We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.” 2 Corinthians 4:7. 

5. “The oil” symbolizes the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. Oil is commonly accepted by Bible scholars as a symbol of the Holy Spirit. 
Paul writes this to the church in Rome regarding the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in our lives, “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” Romans 8:11 How do I know he dwells in me???     Bethel Bible College found that speaking in tongues were the bible sign!
To the church in Ephesus, Paul wrote, “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” Ephesians 1:13-14   John 7: 37  the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

6. “The door” represents the “window of opportunity” to be saved. 
The foolish virgins, unprepared to meet the bridegroom, found the door to the wedding assembly closed when they returned and sought entrance. The hour “to buy oil” had come and gone. The word tells us to “Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near.” Isaiah 55:6. The door, this “window of opportunity”, remains open as long as a man lives, but with death comes judgment. (Romans 6:23).

Today you have a chance to enter that door and be saved.

Story of the couple that were going to catch a ship
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One Moment with the King

A story has been told of a lion who was very proud and decided to take a walk one day to demonstrate his mastery over all the other creatures. He strutted his way through the forest until he came across a bear, “Who is the king of the jungle, bear?” “Why, of course, you are, mighty lion.” He went on until he found the tiger, “Who is the king of the jungle, tiger?” “Why, you are great lion.” Next the lion found the elephant, “Who is the king of the jungle, fat elephant?” The elephant immediately grabbed the lion with his trunk and spun him around a few times and slammed him to the ground. He then stepped on him a few times and picked him up and dunked him in the water and then threw him up against a tree.
The lion staggered to his feet and said, “Look, just because you don’t know the answer is no reason to get so upset!” The lion couldn’t handle the jungle truth of who was the real king. The truth, not just according to how I see it, but the actual truth, is: Christ is King. What do I have to do today to convey the wonder, the awe, and the greatness of my Jesus?  I have a question for you , what would you be willing to do to have a moment with the King of Kings? The bible is full of men that have come face to face with Jesus. It happened then and it still happens today.  Matthew had his day while collecting taxes, Peter had his when he was mending his nets, Paul had his on the road to Damascus, Bartemaus had his day after climbing a sycamore tree, Mary and Martha had their day when he came to their house, Lazarus had his when he was raised from the dead, Israel had their day when he was born in the manger.  All of these had a change in their lives after their encounter.  It has always been a great honor to have a moment with a King. Men throughout history felt the greatness and the awe of just being in front of a earthly king. Many have paid great prices to have that moment. The Queen of Sheba heard of the greatness of King Soloman and traveled a great distance just to see him. She also brought great wealth to offer to him.

1Kings 10:1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to prove him with hard questions. 2 And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart. 3 And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not any thing hid from the king, which he told her not. 

God had given Solomon his wisdom and knowledge beyond measure. The Queen of Sheba,s  famous words after she came into contact with the King was “ The half has never been told!”  Till that time there had never been a King like Soloman because Christ had given to him wisdom and knowledge. But when Jesus Christ came men were able to behold not only the gift but the giver. 

In John 7:45  it says Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him? 46 The officers answered, never man spake like this man. Jesus spoke like no other, not only that he did things no other had ever done before him. He healed the sick, opened blind eyes, restored life to the dead, opened deaf ears, lifted up the lame and the halt. When word got around no one could stop the multitudes from going to where he was. They forgot all, left all, forgot about food and water just be able to be with the King of Kings. Because of their desire to follow him Jesus had to feed them because of their lack of preparation and haste in wanting to be with him. No there has never been and never will be one like Jesus and today he wants to come to your house. You can know him today in a way you have never known him before. 

In Isaiah 8:1 it says In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. 6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. 8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 

Isaiah was willing to do anything after this encounter with the the Lord. Not only was he willing but he did it. All because he had been with the King. Jesus is that live coal that taketh away the sins of the world. He is willing to touch your life today with the fire of the Holy Ghost. John the Baptist said he would baptize you with the Holy Ghost and fire. One moment with him can change your life forever. 

In the early years of the church in Rome many of the rulers would kill, burn, torture, and tear limb from limb the bodies of Christians.  Yet the Christian church grew in spite of their persecution. Because of the reality of their conversion, they were willing to give their lives for Jesus Christ.  Nothing would stop them because Jesus was the greatest thing that had ever happened to them. Many lived in poverty, some homeless, some without hope and when they had their moment with Jesus their lives were forever changed. 

What was that moment that they had had with Christ? They had never seen him. That moment was that same moment with Jesus that the Apostles had along with the rest of the 120 on the day of Pentecost. It was the baptism of the Holy Ghost. He had come into their life in the same way he had on the day of Pentecost and they could never forget it. That’s why they were willing to give their bodies and lives for the sake of following Christ. 

Many felt so unworthy to even offer themselves but they were willing because they knew he was worthy. He had brought them out of the miry clay. Now they had life more abundantly, and hope beyond this life in the one that had been born in Bethlehem and had died for them on Calvary. 

In the Berlin art gallery, there is a painting by the famous artist Mengel that is only partially finished. It is supposed to be a painting of King Frederick of Germany talking to his generals. Mengel painstakingly painted the generals first around the outside of the painting. The King was left until last, leaving a bare patch in the middle of the painting with the background of generals. But Mengel died before he could finish the painting. So there is a painting full of generals but no king.

Is that the story of your life this morning? A lot of generals but no King. Well, that can be different. You can place Jesus into the picture of your life and you need to do that before you die. Mengal never was able to do it but you can if you do not wait till it’s too late. Invite him into your life today. Let the coals of the fire of his Holy Spirit cleanse you and make you new. 
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Buy the Truth and sell it not

Buy the Truth and sell it not
Proverbs 23: 23 Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. 

We live in a day when we have forgotten the value of what God has given to us.  The real born again Apostolic has received a glorious birthright.  A right that far exceeds any thing this world can offer.  Many today like Esau are selling their birthrights for beans. Esau was not the only one but he stands as an example of one that comes to despise the value of our birthright.

Three men stand out in my mind that sold their birthright Esau, Judas, and Demos

1-Because Esau was first born he received the rights of the birthright
A. ESAU'S BIRTHRIGHT CONTAINED BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL RIGHTS...
1-The physical advantages of the birthright

a. Contained a double portion of the father's inheritance –   Deu 21:17
 b. Offered rule and authority over other members of the family - cf. Gen 27:29
2. The spiritual advantages of the birthright were: 

a. Patriarch and priest of the house on the death of his father

b. Chief of the chosen family, and heir of the promised blessing (Barnes)

c. Able to invoke the blessing of Abraham, regarding the threefold promise. 

Gen  12:1-3     1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

Gen 28:4; 4 And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham    

Esau sold his birthright for a mere pot of beans. When we hear of what Esau did we think I would never have done that just for a pot of pottage but the fact is many times we sell for less. If you are here today and you are missing what you had in the beginning with God when he gave you the new birth, what were you willing to trade for your birthright? 

The bible has many men and women that have sold out on Jesus Christ. Judas sold him for 30 pieces of silver. Not only that while he was professing Christ, he sealed his fate with a kiss, betrayed him, then instead of coming to true repentance after being convicted hung himself because he could not live with his guilt and shame. Oh my! What men and women will do rather than accept the forgiveness of God.

Ananias and Saphirra sold their birthright for money. Instead of keeping their pledge the coveted together to deceive the Apostles and their brethren by giving only a portion of what they owed.

Peter is a good example of how God can forgive even though we deny, reject, and even curse the fact that we know him. 

Demos is another example of a man that has been given heavenly treasures but then turns away from him and returns to the ditch that God had brought him out of.

Today men and women will not learn from examples or even hard knocks. The spirit of many today is, do not tell me what I can do or need to do.  They do not want sound advice. Men and women still want to marry those that will not make good spouses. They choose for all the wrong reasons the person they promise to live the rest of their life with. Parents still do not want to train up their children in the proper way by, teaching them to cook, do chores, work, learn, and decide what they are going to do in the future. Parents pay thousands of dollars for their kids to go to college not knowing what they would like to become when they graduate. They allow them to disrespect authority, dress like they want, run with the sinful crowd, and follow examples of the whores of Hollywood, live like the prodigal son without leaving home. It is more desirous to be like Britney Spears or Paris Hilton than to be like Jesus. Do we really believe we have not sold our children out for a bowl of beans? 

If we love what Jesus did for us we need to teach it to our children. If we respect our birthright, we need to let the whole world know I am a child of the King. Listen today instead of giving in stand up and say I will not be deceived I will hold on. You can be more than an over comer if you will look up.

Any of us can regain our kingdoms lost by repenting. If we have never gained the Kingdom we can if we seek the Lord with all of our heart.  

Buzzards, Bats and Bumble Bees
BUZZARD If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet by 8 feet and is entirely open at the top, the bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will be an absolute prisoner. The reason is that a buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of 10 to 12 feet. Without space to run, as is its habit, it will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for life in a small jail with no top.
 BAT The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkably nimble creature in the air, cannot take off from a level place. If it is placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can do is shuffle about helplessly and, no doubt, painfully, until it reaches some slight elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a flash.
BUMBLE BEE A bumble bee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless it is taken out. It never sees the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek a way where none exists, until it
completely destroys itself.
 PEOPLE In many ways, are like the buzzard, the bat, and the bumble bee. We struggle about with all our problems and frustrations, never realizing that all we have to do is look up.
Sorrow looks back, worry looks around, but faith looks up.   
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What do you have in your hand?

What do you have?

What is available to you, at your disposal, in your possession?

This rod was nothing special of itself; it was just a rod (a stick).

What was significant about this stick was: It was what Moses had.

Note: God did not ask Moses what he didn’t have.

We could all make a long list if what we don’t have.

*We don’t have enough money

*We don’t have a good education

*We don’t have a high social standing

The list can go on and on

But God never directs our attention to what we don’t have, but to what we do have even though it seems small.

Note: God gave us everything we needed to do the job

Even though what we have seems, small, weak, insignificant, this is on purpose, because God has designed it so that what we have must be connected to him to work.

The difference is the power of God.

It is not your ability, your knowledge, your talent, or the size of your gift or the beauty of your gift that matters

All that matters is: How much of God is in your stick.

Your stick represents that which you have that you surrender to God.

When God gets in it, it’s enough

When God gets in it, it will surprise you (Moses fled from before his rod when it turned into a serpent).

The anointing is the supernatural power of God operating through the natural to produce results that are humanly impossible.

We need to ask God to get in our stick.

That is to say the great need of the hour is God in our song, God in our preaching, God in our marriage, God in our business.

Just like Moses who had never seen his rod do anything like that before.

*God got in a rock and caused a river to flow out of it that quenched the thirst of 1to 3 million Israelites.

*God got in a donkey and caused it to speak and rebuke a rebellious prophet.

*God got in an axe head of Iron and caused it to swim up to the top of the water so the prophet could reach out his hand and take hold of it.

*God got in a little pot of oil and caused it to multiply till it met every need and provided an abundant overflow.

God got in a box, and they called it the Ark of the Covenant.

They placed this box inside the most Holy Place of the tabernacle (The Ark was made out of wood, but it was covered with Gold,) this is symbolic of the natural and the supernatural, the human and the divine nature of Jesus.

The Most Holy Place from the inside was covered in gold but from the outside the tabernacle was covered with badger skin.

No one would know by looking at the outside, that there was such a valuable treasure inside.

In similar fashion 

Today God has chosen to place his presence and glory in human tents;

Our bodies are the temples of God.

2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this (treasure in earthen vessels,) that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

Moses’s rod symbolizes something that is weak, it has no life or energy of its own, It can only do what the natural human power of Moses enables it to do. Until the power of God got in it.

In like fashion: We are weak, we have no life or strength or power of our own.

It was only as Moses released his rod to God, that Gods power came into it.

It is only as we surrender ourselves to God that his power will be manifested through us.

Too many times we are unwilling to give up what we have.

We want to hold on to what we know, what we understand, what we are comfortable with, what we have leaned upon and had control of for so long.

God wants to give us something new, something greater, (but you have to be willing to let go of what you have).

Trust God with your stick.

Before God could fulfill his promise to Abraham that all the nations of the earth would be blessed in his seed, He asked for his seed back.

Abraham trusted God with his seed Isaac and God gave him Jesus and everyone who trusts in his blood to save us.

We are today the seed of Abraham because Abraham was willing to give what he had to God.

The rod of Moses became the rod of God.

That rod became the symbol of Gods authority and Power, The instrument by which God’s word and will were enforced.

So, it is today: It is through you and I who carry the Spirit and the Word in us that Gods will is enforced in the earth.

God told Moses what he was going to do, and how he would deliver Israel But he still had to stretch out the rod.

In like fashion God’s word reveals his will to us, but we still have to speak it, (Stretch out the rod).

Jesus said we had mountain moving power, but he said in order for the mountain to move we have to speak to it.

Every time Moses stretched out the rod it was a type of speaking the Word out of a believing heart.

Just as Moses and the rod were Gods instruments for bringing his Power against Egypt and setting the Israelites free, we today are God’s instruments to afflict Satan’s kingdom, to bind the enemy of the souls of men and women and set them free.

One of the greatest problems we have as Believers is we have a tendency to underestimate what we have.

I have just enough meal and oil for one little cake said the widow of zarephath

I have just a little pot of oil, said the widow woman who was in debt and in danger of losing her sons to a life of slavery.

There is a lad here with two fish and five loaves of bread, but what is that among so many asked Philip a disciple of Jesus.

But in each case their little bit was enough.

When they put it in Gods hands it became more than enough.

When Samson was assaulted by the philistines there were no superior weapons of quality design to be found,

He started looking around him for something, (anything that he could use)

He found the jawbone of an ass and with it slew a thousand men.

What made this jawbone Samson’s weapon of choice?

Answer: It was there, It was available, It was within reach.

God is not looking for greatness, (any old stick, any old bush will do), (All God needs is for you to make what you have, make yourself available to him). Put it in his hands.

When Samson looked at that jawbone of an ass, he saw something no one else saw, ( he saw an instrument of mass destruction) and that’s what it became in his hand.

Had he despised that jawbone and thought that it was too weak, or too insignificant or too foolish, he may have died at the hands of the enemy.

I believe many of Gods people have been defeated in life because we have allowed the enemy to cause us to despise our gift, or our talent, Like the servant who went out and buried his one talent, many have buried their talents because it seemed so weak, so small, so insignificant.

But the Holy Spirit is saying to us: It’s time to take the harp off the willow tree, dig up that hidden talent and put it in the master’s hands.

Look what God did with a stick –What do you have in your hand?
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Into His Wonderful Path
By George Duke

    HOW TO RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE NEW TESTAMENT
There are two paths that people walk in this life. Both are eternal. One leads to eternal death and the other leads to eternal life. Let it be realized at this point that death in the bible never was defined as ceasing to exist. The Greek word for death was “Thanatos”. It always meant separation. Natural death is separation of the Body and Spirit. Spiritual death is separation of man and God. Eternal spiritual death means the eternal separation of man and God. Life ( Greek word “zoe” ) as defined in the bible means union. Spiritual eternal life then means a eternal union between man and God. This is only brought about by careful selection of the path that you travel.
This bible study is designed to help you to get onto the right path by
1-Righly dividing the word of God, 2-Revealing the importance of believing the apostles doctrine for Christians today. 3-and revealing what the apostles taught about a: Salvation b: Jesus Christ.
Read 2 Timothy 2:15
Paul writing to Timothy says that we must rightly divide the word of God.
Read Hebrews 9:16-17
What must occur before a testament is in effect? (Death of the Testator) Testament is the same as a will so the writer of the will must die for it to be placed in effect.

In rightly dividing the word of God we find there are four divisions of the New Testament.
1-The first division is THE GOSPELS which covers the birth, life, death of John the Baptist, birth and the life, words, and works of Jesus Christ as well as his death, burial, and resurrection. Since the testator dies at the end of these books there is no New Testament church established in the gospels. Read the opening of the book of Acts.
Why are there 4 different books in the Gospel? The answer is that the gospels were written for people of different cultures to be able to understand them. The Gospels were Written to the following cultures:
The book of Matthew who was the Jewish tax collector an Apostle was written to the Jews
The book of Mark which is his Roman name was written to the Romans
The book of Luke a physician was written to the Gentiles
The book of John was written to the church that we might know that Jesus Christ was the son of God.

2-The second division is the book of THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES which covers the actions, teaching and preaching of the Apostles. Jesus Christ had personally trained these men to establish the New Testament church and this is a record of them fulfilling the task. This book could be called the book for salvation.

3-The third division is called THE EPISTLES and covers the letters written by the Apostles to either Churches or Christian Individuals. Since these people were already saved they were not for the purpose of salvation. They were written to teach
Christians how to: 1-Live for God 2- How to Worship 3-Church Discipline 4-How to develop the fruit of the spirit. 5-To encourage and to strengthen them and their faith.

4-The fourth division is the book of PROPHECY which is the book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ This book contains prophetical writings that Jesus Christ revealed to John.
Part 2

THE IMPORTANCE OF BELIEVING THE APOSTLES DOCTRINE
PLEASE READ SCRIPTURES AND FILL IN THE BLANKS
NOTICE THE IMPORTANCE OF WORD
MATT 18:16
How many witness’s are required for every word to be established? _____ or ______. Other references 2 Co. 13:1 Deut 19:15
M’t:18:16: But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.
2 Timothy 3:15-16
How much scripture is given by inspiration of God? ____
Paul said it is profitable for __________,for__________ for _________for_____________in righteousness.
2Tm:3:15: And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16: All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
John 17:17
What is Truth?______________________________________.
Joh:17:17: Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
John 1:1,14
Who is the living word________________________________
John:1:1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Joh:1:14: And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
John 4:23-24
John says true worshiper must worship in ______&______.
John:4:23: But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
John:4:24: God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
WHAT DID JESUS TEACH ABOUT SALVATION??
John 3:16-21
Jesus said that whosoever________ in him _______ not perish but have eternal life. Is there a difference between would and should? ____________
John:3:16: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
John 7:38-39
If we believe on him according to ___ __________ We will receive the _________________. Notice Spirit and Holy Ghost are the same.
John:7:38: He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39: (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
John 3:1-8
Lord told Nicodemus that a man must be born again of the _________ and the _________ to see or enter the Kingdom of God.
Jooh:3:1: There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:
Joh:3:2: The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 3: Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4: Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 5: Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6: That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7: Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8: The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.
Matt 7:13-24
Enter ye in at the _______ gate. Beware of false _______ which come to you in ________ clothing.
M’t:7:13: Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 15: Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16: Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17: Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18: A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19: Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 20: Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
21: Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22: Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23: And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 24: Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:
Who builds upon the rock? He who hears the sayings of Jesus and _____ them. Notice the word strait which refers to a narrow waterway.

NOTICE IMPORTANCE OF THE APOSTLE’S DOCTRINE TODAY
Luke 24:45-49
What did Jesus open? _______________________that they might understand the ________________. What would be preached in his name? _________________ and ______________ of sins. What is his name?__________
Lu:24:45: Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,
Lu:24:46: And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: :47: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48: And ye are witnesses of these things. 49: And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.
GAL. 1:6-12
Must obey what the Apostles preached or we are accursed. Word we includes all the Apostles. Some will pervert it ( Change it ). They are the ones to fear. That’s how you can tell a false prophet.
Ga:1:6: I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ 8: But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9: As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. 10: For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. 11: But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12: For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.
ACTS 2:42
Who’s doctrine did they continue in? _________________________.
Ac:2:42: And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

2 EPHESIANS 2:18-22
The Church is built upon the foundation of the __________ and the ___________.
Why them?
Eph:2:18: For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 19: Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20: And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21: In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
Timothy 4:1-4
Paul says to preach the time will come when men will not endure sound ____________. They will turn their ears from hearing the truth. What truth? The one taught by the Apostles.
2Tm:4:1: I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2: Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3: For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4: And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
1 Timothy 1:3
Teach no other doctrine. What doctrine? The One taught by the Apostles. The Apostle Paul is doing the writing.
1Tm:1:3: As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,
1 Timothy 4:13-16
Giving heed to __________ will save both thyself and them that heareth thee.
1Tm:4:13: Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14: Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 15: Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. 16: Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.
1 JOHN 4:6
Apostles are of God, he that is of God heareth them. This is how we know truth from error.
1Jo:4:6: We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
WERE THE APOSTLES BORN AGAIN BELIEVERS??
Acts 2:1-4
This is a description of how the Apostles received the Holy Ghost. How many were filled with the Holy Ghost? ____. What did they speak? In ______ __________as the Spirit gave them_____________.
Ac:2:1: And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2: And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3: And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4: And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

   Part 3

     WHAT DID THE APOSTLES TEACH ABOUT SALVATION
JUDE 3
They preached a common plan of salvation-all had the same message- One once delivered to Saints.
Jude:1:3: Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
Acts 1:4-5
As we enter the book of Acts we discover almost immediately that the promise of the Father is the __________ of the _______ ________.
Ac:1:4: And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5: For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.
Acts 2:36-39
When the people felt sorry for their sins and asked Peter and the Apostles what they should do, what was Peters reply? ____________ and be _____________ every one of you in the _______of _________ _______ for the _____________ of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the __________ ___________. Does this fulfill Luke 24:45-49
Ac:2:36: Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37: Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38: Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39: For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.
Does these scriptures fulfill the requirement of John 3:5.
Joh:3:5: Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

STUDY THESE OTHER EXAMPLES OF PEOPLE BEING BORN AGAIN BY THE TEACHING OF THE APOSTLES AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

PHILIP PREACHING TO THE SAMARITANS IN ACTS 8—
Some people say when they experienced joy, or when they believed in Jesus, or when they were baptized, they were automatically filled with the Holy Ghost. What does the word say?
Acts 8:5-8
Did they have great joy? yes__no___ vs.12 Did they believe in Jesus Christ? yes__no___ vs 14-17 Were they baptized in his name? yes__no___ Did they receive the Holy Ghost as a separate and distinct experience? yes__no___

PETER PREACHING TO THE GENTILES IN ACTS 10
Some people say they are religious enough or that the Spirit-baptism evidenced by tongues was only for the Day of Pentecost. If the word says this then it is true but if the Word through Cornelius’experience reveals that this is not true -then it is not.
10:vs 1-2 -Was Cornelius a religious man? yes__no__
vs. 5-6 -Did God have more for him to do? yes__no__
vs.44-46 -Did they receive the Holy Ghost and speak in tongues after the day of Pentecost? yes__no__
vs. 47-48 -Did they still have to be baptized in the name of Jesus? yes__no__

PAUL PREACHING TO JOHN’S DISCIPLES IN ACTS 19—
Some say you do not have to be baptized or rebaptized. Many people who are believers have not heard of the Holy Ghost that is promised to them. Others say it does not matter what was spoken over them. What does the bible show us about this?

Acts 19:1-2 -They were believers, but had they heard of, or received the Holy Ghost? yes__no__
vs.3-5 -Did those baptized by John the Baptist have to be rebaptized in Jesus Name? yes__no__

HERE ARE SOME REFERENCES TO HELP YOU IN THIS BIBLE STUDY

CANNEY ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION, page 53 -The early church baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus until the second century.

HASTINGS ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION ,vol 2-christian baptism was administered using the words, “in the name of Jesus.” page 377. Baptism was always in the name of Jesus until time of Justin Martyr. Page 389

SCHAFF-HERZOG RELIGIOUS ENCYCLOPEDIA. Vol. 1 pg. 435- The New Testament knows only the baptism in the name of Jesus.

CATHOLIC ENCYLOPEDIA. Vol 2 page 263 -Here the authors acknowledge that the baptismal formula was changed by their church.

DOES THE ABOVE CONTRADICT MATTHEW 28:19?
____! The word name in this scripture is in the singular denoting
one name. That name was Jesus.

WHAT DID THE APOSTLES TEACH ABOUT WHO JESUS WAS?
EPHESIANS 4:5
Apostle Paul says there is only one Lord.
ACT 2:36
Luke says he has been made both Lord and Christ
JOHN 1:1,14
John says he was the god (word) made flesh.
WHO DID THE PROPHETS SAY JESUS WOULD BE??
ISAIAH 9:6
He would be called ______________, _____________, ______
_________ ________, _____ _____________ __________ The Prince of
peace.
ZECHARIAH 14:9
In that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.
JOB 13:6-10
How many Persons should we accept? _______
From the above scriptures we conclude that we must, Believe in Jesus Christ, believe the word of God, follow the teaching of the Apostles, and be born again of the water and the Spirit.
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Where art thou?
 Gen 3: 9 And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?
Henry L. Miller said Objects are lost because people look where they are not instead of where they are.  

Law of the Search: The first place to look for anything is the last place you'd expect to find it..

Today we appear to be living in an age when many would like to know about God, does he really exist, are people real that say that they have contact with God or are they weird. The fact of the matter is many do desire to know God, but they have heard bad things about churches, religion, and bible thumpers that it has caused them to look in all the wrong places. Let me say this today you do not need religion but you do need Jesus Christ. Today you have come to the right place to find him and to be able to know him.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth        

1st Day he created light

2nd day he created the firmament

3rd day he created the land the herbs and the grass

4th day he created moon and the stars

5th day he created animal life

6th day he created Man he created male and female.

God did not create Adam a Steve he created Adam and Eve The word does not say that God on the 4th or 5th day created a monkey and it evolved into man but it says God created Man and breathed into him the breath of life and man became a living soul. God created monkeys before man along with all the other animals but he reserved for man his own day to be created in. The 6th day. Men today might want to believe they came from a monkey and once swung by their tails but I am here to let you know some of my ancestors may have swung by their neck but I know of none that swung by their tails.

After God created man, he instructed him what he could do and what he could not do

One thing that he would not be allowed to do was to partake of the fruit from the tree that was in the midst of the garden the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. We are all alike in one way and that is we do the thing we are told not to do. That’s what Eve did

When she was tempted by Satan. God had told them the day that you eat you will surely die.  Eve ate and then Adam after her. After eating they lost their covering of Glory for their eyes were opened and they were naked. 

Can you visualize the angels as they told God, Lord those people you created sinned? Are you going to kill them now? What are you going to do? So, the Lord God almighty left his throne and descended down to Eden. Before then when he had come to the garden, they had quickly ran to meet him, but this time they were not to be found. That’s what sin does, it causes us not to desire to be with God, Not to desire his presence, the desire to hide ourselves away from him in ignorance, stupidity, denial of Gods existence, or covering our real feelings with rebuke for those that dare to trespass our ideology.   But God does not come down to kill, DL Moody puts it this way” It was the voice of grace, of mercy, and of love. Adam ought to have taken the seeker’s place, for he was the transgressor. He had fallen, and he ought to have gone up and down Eden crying, “My God! My God! Where art Thou?” But God left heaven to seek through the dark world for the rebel who had fallen — not to hurl him from the face of the earth, but to plan him an escape from the misery of his sin. 

The moment a man is out of communion with God, even the professed child of God, he wants to hide away from Him. When God left Adam in the garden, he was in communion with his Creator, and God talked with him; but now that he has fallen, he has no desire to see his Creator, he has lost communion with his God. He cannot bear to see Him, even to think of Him, and he runs to hide from God. But to his hiding place his Maker follows him. “Where art thou, Adam? Where art thou?”

How many of us can fathom the great love of God? Some of us have had to grow up without the love of our parents; maybe it was the lack of a mom or a dad that has caused great sorrow in our heart. I know what it is to live like that, I may not be able to relate to you about drugs as I was never on drugs, but I can relate to a broken marriage between my mom and dad and I can relate to a stepfather that had no love for me. I know that there are those here today that your life has been filled with hurt and heartbreak. That’s why God has brought you into this house today, to feel the love of a creator that not only loves us but wants to relate to our needs and our desires. A God that wants to heal our broken Spirit and our broken hearts.  Jesus came to fulfill 

this In Isaiah 61:3 Jehovah says    2a to comfort all that mourn;  3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified. 

 When God left his throne and came down to Adam, he came to make a way of escape for the sins he had committed. He did by making a promise, He told the serpent the devil 15 and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise thy head, and thou shall bruise his heel. From that day God began to care for man in his fallen state by making dispensations of his grace throughout for almost 4000 years he spoke to every age by his prophets telling of the day he would come. They looked and hoped for the Messiah until that day he was born in the flesh.  Job summed up the cry by saying Oh if I knew where I could find him. Then when the fullness of time came, he appeared robed in human flesh. The disciple summed it up when he said we have found him whom the scriptures have spoken of. 

Story of Jimmy the newsboy 

Adam and Eve should have been calling out to God that day where art thou where art thou? But instead, God had to call out to them “Where art thou?” Today I am calling out to you Where art thou? I know that God has sent you into this place today. 

What about it? Do you feel a voice on the inside of you saying you have been reaching out to me for a long time, now I am reaching out to you? Can you feel his Spirit moving upon you? Why not listen to him and call upon him. You do not need to call out God where art thou because you now know where he is, he’s here and would like to show his love to you. 

Are you that man? Are you that Woman that God is speaking to? Why not lift up you hands and love him or maybe you will step out from your seat and come to this altar and let us pray with you.
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CHURCH BUILDER OR A CHURCH KILLER

By George Duke

As a pioneer Pastor for over 50 years, I have had the pleasure of being given by God many people I would call Christian Church Builders. As a pioneer Pastor I did not have all that many people that I could call Christian Church Killers although there were some. Most of the church killers were those outside of the church. Every Pastor, Evangelist, Minister, and Saint of God though has the potential of either being a builder or a killer in the work of God. As most of the churches I started were eventually taken over by another Minister, I failed to have that many incidents where people that came in under my Ministry turned out to become Killers of the church until I assumed the Pastorate of a church. At the time I did not know what people could become after they have been in the church for awhile or under another’s Ministry. It did not take long for me to find out that some Angelic beings seated in Apostolic Churches are not always what one would assume. Actually, they might be Wolves in Sheep’s attire. 

One of the first incidents that occurred was in the Assembly that I had assumed in Florida. On a work day at the church while attempting to care for the new building and property a slight drizzle occurred. Later I received a telephone call with a brother that was upset that I would dare work in the rain and allow the Ladies to work in it also. The next incident was after assuming a 5 Acre church property and no way to cut the grass in a reasonable way on a Sunday morning I asked the Assembly to help purchase a Riding Mower for the property. Almost instantly I had a Lady and a Gentleman to oppose the idea of purchasing a mower using some of the church funds. After seeing that there was opposition, I quickly stated that rather than take this up in the worship service that if it was the will of God I would stand at the door as we dismissed and if any wanted to donate that there would be enough donations to purchase the mower. At the end of the service the first Lady leaving was crying and looked at me and said, Pastor Duke I feel so sorry for you and I am willing to pay for all of the cost for the mower. I looked at her and said you will not have to do that but you can give the difference in what is not pledged. She had to give
$15.00. But this one incidence left a bad spirit in one man and many years later he came to me and let me know he had hated me for this incident all of the years he had attended. Yes, there are those that are Builders and those that are killers. Now let me explain what a Church Killer can do. 1- He/She turns people against the Man of God 2- He/She turns family against the Church 3-They will speak out against the church to others in the church causing many to leave but they do not leave they remain- 4- They kill the babes in the Lord 5-They act Holier than thou and use standards as a club to maim or destroy. 6-When the Pastor has to ask them to leave, they take as many with them as they can destroy all the work if they can. 

The Church should be a place of Love and forgiveness, but in the case of someone that is a wolf and will not repent then it is best to eradicate him/her from the assembly.

Facts that we have to face in life

1-There are 2 types of Humans- Good and Bad 2-There are 2 types of people in Church the Church Builder or the Church Killer. My question to you is, which are you? Let me state this when God has placed you into an Assembly especially by giving you the New Birth, you need to understand that he has placed you there for a purpose. To help build his Church. He has placed a Pastor there over the Assembly and you must team up with him as a Church Builder. Do not listen to others in the Assembly that attempts to bring the Pastor down. God placed him there. They will say he is either Too Holy or not Holy enough. Remember God is the only Holy one. We are all sinners and it is only the Blood of Jesus Christ that washes away our sins from day to day as we continue in our walk with him. REMEMBER IF GOD GAVE YOU THE NEW BIRTH IN A CHURCH AND YOU ARE STILL IN THAT CITY AND YOU LEFT YOUR PLACE OF BIRTH I ENCOURAGE YOU TO RETURN, REPENT, AND BECOME A CHURCH BUILDER. 
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THE ALMOST UNFORGIVABLE SIN?

By George Duke

Matthew 12:32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

I-Story of Jacob and Esau

Gen 25:31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? 33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.

A-Birthright given to the son was greatest gift Father could pass to the Son

B-Death of the Testator gave the son this right

C-Right of the Son to love and cherish this right until he passed it on

II-All Mankind receive a birthright

A-We all received birthright from Adam

B-That birthright is Death Why?  We are born in sin

Romans 5:14 “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.” 
C-No matter how much medical scientist try to prolong life man still has to die

D-Man can not do what only God can do for you

III-God is Life

A-Jesus Christ being God in the flesh came to give life by shedding his blood and life for us

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

B-Jesus paid the price for us to be able to be born again

John 3:4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

C-Man must go through God’s transformation and be born again to shed his birthright of sin 

D-How can I be born again? Simple follow the recipe given by Peter in Acts2:37,38 37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

[image: image156.jpg]



The Revelation of our Unseen Unpronounceable God
By Editor George Duke

 The Revelation of our Unseen Unpronounceable God
 It’s amazing! It’s wonderful! It’s marvelous what happened almost 2000 years ago in a quiet little town called Bethlehem?  A Child was born and nature and earth proclaimed his birth. Angels rejoiced and that event would be the result of mankind being able to speak and know and pronounce the name of their God but also to be able to see the one that would eventually sit on the throne in Heaven and be seen of all men.

 Two things changed on that night. 

1-Man now could have and use the name that was above all names that Israel had not been able to use because they were taught against even trying to pronounce what really could not be pronounced? All they could see were YHVH when translated to our English language became JHVH.  So what did our modern religions do? They placed vowels in these letters and began to use Yahveh and Johovah but in the Old Testament God was so revered as to his name that they forbid the use of his name. We can see illustrations in the story of God speaking to Moses in the Burning bush and telling him to tell Israel that I Am has sent him. But when Christ was born a name for God was given. That name was above every name in heaven and earth. Fulfilled on that night was Isa. 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Also fulfilled on that night was Mal. 3: Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. So, WHAT IS JESUS' REAL NAME?

Indeed, Yeshua is the Hebrew name for Jesus. It means "Yahweh [the Lord] is Salvation." The English spelling of Yeshua is “Joshua.” However, when translated from Hebrew into the Greek language, in which the New Testament was written, the name Yeshua becomes Iēsous. The English spelling for Iēsous is “Jesus.” Those who argue and insist we call Jesus Christ by his correct name, Yeshua, are concerning themselves with trivial matters that are not essential to salvation.  English speakers call him Jesus, with a "J" that sounds like "gee." Portuguese speakers call him Jesus, but with a "J" that sounds like "geh," and Spanish speakers call him Jesus, with a "J" that sounds like "hey." Which one of these pronunciations is the correct one? All of them, of course, in their own language.

2-Man would be able to see the bodily form of God. Never had man been able to see the one that would be able to sit on the throne of God but this child would please the Heavenly Father and after his death burial and Resurrection he became God’s all in all. Yes, God used burning bushes and Theophany’s to manifest himself in but they were not the permanent abode for the Spirit of God.  Two scriptures stand out in my mind that reveal who Jesus really was. John 14:9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  You must understand that Jesus is the Father "incarnate" - in flesh! Whereas God, in the Old Testament, had been revealed through His spoken and written Word, God, in the New Testament, is revealed in flesh. Through the son of God. Why is Jesus referred to as the Son of God? Because all Direct Bodily creations of God were called sons of God such as Adam and Eve, the Angels, and his body the Son of God Jesus Christ. 

Today almost 2000 years after his birth we need to prepare for his return. In his word we see what he said would be happening just before his appearance.  

Recently many have been moved by current events such as the moon darkening the Sun, Events happening around the world, and the events that are unfolding before our very eyes that the bible stated would occur in the final day. 

As a Christian I look around many times and am amazed at what I see. I have not been able to fathom the stupidity of man kind in our nation and other nations that use to stand for Christ. And because the bible and prayer were taken out of our schools here in the USA and in the UK many of the children do not know God or even believe in him. Stupidity of our politicians in trying to pass laws that go against even nature itself.  Laws that gratify Men wanting to be women and Women wanting to be men, Marriage of the same sex, allowing the foul language of man but trying to place Christians in jail that speak or preach about Christ. Our children that are heterosexual want to live together outside of marriage and homosexuals want to be able to wed legally. We also see the marrying and giving in marriage that last a little while then ends up in Divorce. 

Luke 21: 

25And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 27And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.

 In closing let me say that when I came into the Apostolic Church I was really in turmoil. My Pastor Robert Glass taught me that Jesus Christ was the person of God.  My friends told me he was wrong that there were 3 people in the Godhead. I began to pray and ask the Lord to reveal to me what was correct. While sitting at our dining table when bowing my head to pray the blessing of our food God suddenly spoke and his words were, “god’s all over the world have a name, WHAT IS MY NAME?” My reply “JESUS”. Since that day I have never doubted who he is. 

A story has been told of a lion that was very proud and decided to take a walk one day to demonstrate his mastery over all the other creatures. He strutted his way through the forest until he came across a bear, “Who is the king of the jungle, bear?” “Why, of course, you are, mighty lion.” He went on until he found the tiger, “Who is the king of the jungle, tiger?” “Why, you are great lion.” Next the lion found the elephant, “Who is the king of the jungle, fat elephant?” The elephant immediately grabbed the lion with his trunk and spun him around a few times and slammed him to the ground. He then stepped on him a few times and picked him up and dunked him in the water and then threw him up against a tree. The lion staggered to his feet and said, “Look, just because you don’t know the answer is no reason to get so upset!”

In the Berlin art gallery, there is a painting by the famous artist Mengel that is only partially finished. It is supposed to be a painting of King Frederick of Germany talking to his generals. Mengel painstakingly painted the generals first around the outside of the painting. The King was left until last, leaving a bare patch in the middle of the painting with the background of generals. But Mengel died before he could finish the painting. So, there is a painting full of generals but no king. 

Is that the story of your life this morning? A lot of generals but no King

What would you be willing to do to have a moment with the King of Kings? The bible is full of men that have come face to face with Jesus.

[image: image157.jpg]



Samuel hears voice of God

1 Sam 3: 1 And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision. 2 And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; 3 And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; 4 That the LORD called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. 5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went and lay down.

6 And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again.

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the LORD yet revealed unto him. 8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that the LORD had called the child.9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.

 It happened then and it still happens today. Matthew had his day while collecting taxes, Peter had his when he was mending his nets,

 Paul had his on the road to Damascus,

Acts 9:4   1And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 3And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 4And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 6And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.  Acts 22: 

Acts 22:16   13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour I looked up upon him. 14And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. 15For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. 16And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. 17And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; 18And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. 19And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee:

 Bartemaus had his day after climbing a sycamore tree, Mary and Martha had their day when he came to their house, Lazarus had his when he was raised from the dead, Israel had their day when he was born in the manger. All of these had a change in their lives after their encounter. It has always been a great honor to have a moment with a King. Men throughout history felt the greatness and the awe of just being in front of a earthly king. Many have paid great prices to have that moment. The Queen of Sheba heard of the greatness of King Soloman and traveled a great distance just to see him. She also brought great wealth to offer to him.

In the early years of the church in Rome many of the rulers would kill, burn, torture, and tear limb from limb the bodies of Christians. Yet the Christian church grew in spite of their persecution. Because of the reality of their conversion, they were willing to give their lives for Jesus Christ. Nothing would stop them because Jesus was the greatest thing that had ever happened to them. Many lived in poverty, some homeless, some without hope and when they had their moment with Jesus their lives were forever changed. 

What was that moment that they had had with Christ? They had never seen him. That moment was that same moment with Jesus that the Apostles had along with the rest of the 120 on the day of Pentecost. It was the baptism of the Holy Ghost. He had come into their life in the same way he had on the day of Pentecost and they could never forget it. That’s why they were willing to give their bodies and lives for the sake of following Christ.

 Well, that can be different. You can place Jesus into the picture of your life and you need to do that before you die. Mengal never was able to do it but you can if you do not wait till it’s too late. Invite him into your life today. Let the coals of the fire of his Holy Spirit cleanse you and make you new.
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YOU WON’T LIKE OUR CHURCH?
Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

You won’t like our church if you do not love a good time singing clapping and hearing the word of God

The song says the Joy of the Lord is my strength

If you want Joy you must sing for it

If you want Joy you must clap for it

If you want Joy you must seek for it

The bible says Seek and ye shall find

You won’t like our church if you listen to the ungodly, the back biters, the gossipers, or the backslidden. 

Just because some people that come here are ungodly does not mean they are in the Church-But the Church is for sinners to find God and if they do not come they will not find him

The church is not a building!

Our body is the Temple of God

You won’t like our church if you love this present world and unrighteousness’.  

You won’t like our Church if you are looking for a Perfect Pastor 

 The Perfect Pastor preaches exactly 10 minutes. He condemns sin roundly, but never hurts anyone's feelings. He works from 8 a.m. until midnight, and is also the church janitor and he never snores.

The Perfect Pastor makes $40 a week, wears good clothes, drives a good car, buys good books, and donates $30 a week to the church. He is 29 years old and has 40 years' worth of experience. Above all, he is handsome and because he makes so much money from the church he is rich.

The Perfect Pastor has a burning desire to work with teenagers, and he spends most of his time with the senior citizens. He smiles all the time with a straight face because he has a sense of humor that keeps him seriously dedicated to his church. He makes 15 home visits a day and is always in his office to be handy when needed. 

Pastor D. L Welch made this statement when asked where he had been one day when he was late for a meeting

Where have you been Bro Welch- I have been dealing with the worst thing God ever created- What’s that Pastor Welch?  PEOPLE Bro. Welch replied

 Listen I have witnessed to people, visited them, prayed for them, prayed them through to the Holy Spirit saw the love in their faces as they embraced me  and then later saw them mix with other so called saints in the church and see the love light dim. They forgot about all those moments we took to bring them to the Lord.
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Have you sold your Birthright

Have you sold your Birthright?
Jacob & Esau

Sold out for the flesh

Esau should have possessed 

Later all he had to show for his birthright was some food and this memory

Today Jacob lives on and on through his linage 

The New birth has come down thru his linage

Today you can be born again and possess 

If you have been born again you need to possess 

When we are born again, we can sell out like Esau did to the works of the flesh

What are the works of the flesh 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit 

A Son of God reflects The works of the Spirit 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.
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                          ONE MOMENT IN TIME
Earthquakes, Floods, Wars rumors of wars all around us. Pakistani uprising Iran trying to get nuclear weapons. We are living in perilous times. But in spite of all of this we are living in the greatest times man has ever seen. In every age there have been great events and there has been men or women that God spoke to to bring to fruition his will. Some God has shown dreams, visions, burning bushes and even spoke to them directly. One does not know the moment that suddenly God directs his attention to them speaks to them and in that moment a decision has to made. I would call it their moment in time.
Endtime Ministries Editor Rev Irvin Baxter made a startling statement on youtube.com recently. It was entitled 2 billion people to die. If you have access to the internet you can go to my church web site and click on prophesy menu then click on the 69 billion to die. Even more startling was when Bro. Baxter stated that he felt it would be within the next 2 years. I listened as he told how he was awakened at 5 am and felt the Lord telling him that 2 billion people would die soon and he wanted him to warn people about it. Is God using Bro Baxter to bring a warning to a people that appear to be headed in a direction of the lake of fire. Even in church I see people that can sit during the move of God and not even be moved. They appear to represent the song I shall not be moved. There was a time that they were moved by the power of God but now they are the spiritually dead that occupy a space in a chair but appear to be somewhere else. If you are here today and know that you are not where you used to be with God I pray that God will raise you up and get you on the right path again. Last Monday the Lord spoke to me about this message. I had my mind set on just teaching again this Sunday. But God said I want you to preach and all of a sudden, the sermon he wanted me to bring just started coming to me. At the end of what he gave me I looked at the message and was amazed
Luke 19: 9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, for so much as he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.
This moment is for you today is your moment in Time
Zacchaeus, only wanted to see Jesus he had heard many things about him. Trouble was when he got to the place where Jesus was people had crowded him out and as he was so short he could not see above them. Looking over to the side he saw a tree and so he climbed up the tree to be able to see Jesus. All of a sudden his moment came his moment in time that lives on in the word of God. Jesus says Zacchaeus, come down for today I must abide with you.  As we read our bibles, we find that many men experienced that one special moment when they came face to face with the Lord and their lives were changed forever.  Just think for a moment when it came what would have happened if they had not responded or if they failed to answer that call.  When Jacob ran from the presence of men he came to Beth-El and it was there that a man appeared to him and the bible tells how that he wrestled all night and in the early hours the man told him to release him. Jacobs words I will not release you until you bless me. Jacob’s moment came and he had responded. NO! He would not let go till God blessed him! Maybe we should allow this story to speak to us today and tell God I will not let go till you bless me. Is there anyone here that needs a blessing this morning? Well, bless the Lord and he will bless you!   Hadassah would never have been known today and would never had movies made about her had her moment in time not came and she listened God speak to her thru the voice of Modecai who was sent by God. Mordecai spoke and said who knows but that you have come to the Kingdom for such a time as this. Yes Esther had her moment in time and can anyone wonder what would have happened had she not accepted the challenge and call that God had for her. Facing the possibility of death, she goes before the King and today is remembered for her bravado in facing down death for the sake of her people.

One day Peter is mending his nets and all of a sudden, a man looks him in the eyes and tells him Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. Peter simply got up from where he was and began to follow Jesus. 

The man named Saul was on the road to Damascus when God spoke to him. A bright light blinded him and a voice spoke to him Saul Saul why persecutest me, Saul responds Lord who art thou and the voice cries out I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. Lord what will thy have me do. Go to Annianias and he will tell thee what to do. Saul listened to that voice and later he tells how he was told to be baptized calling on the name of the Lord. Later we read him say I am glad that I speak in tongues more than any of you. Saul became known as the Apostle Paul all because he obeyed that one moment in time when God spoke to him and called him.

Even Jesus had that moment in time. Jesus was God because that is where the Lord chose to dwell but Jesus was also a man just like you and I. The man had to have his moment also. It was not when he went into the Temple, it was not when he called his disciples, it was not when he ministered, it was not when he responded to the true call and purpose for his being here.

It was when he hung upon the cross, blood dripping from his body, nails in his hands and feet, crown of thorns upon his head, people chanting and reviling him, and while his hands were outstretched and his body lifted up he looked up toward heaven and the man Christ Jesus cried out Father forgive them they know not what they do. Afterwards he gave up the Ghost. As the Spirit looked down on the man, I can see the smile upon his face spiritually and the Father was well pleased because the man had met the challenge and had finished for all mankind the terrible judgment that was upon the human race. I remember my call when I was getting ready to go to work in my police capacity at the Saenger theatre in Pensacola and God spoke to me. I had just got dressed in my uniform but I fell down on my knees and asked my God to forgive me. Later God came to me in a vision and showed me what he would have me do. I am here today to tell you God wants to speak to you and when he does that will be your moment in time. I believe he is speaking to some of you at this moment.
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“Here To Eternity”
There is a known fact that says “Man has an insatiable fascination with the hereafter and the afterlife”

People get caught up with Channeling –A desire to communicate with the dead – This occurred all through ancient times and is spoken of in the O.T. yet it was forbidden by God according to Deut 18:10-12, 10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD:

Then there is the belief in Reincarnation where many believe that we live more than one life some even believing that we come back in other forms such as animals or insects. Someone coined this phrase don’t step on an ant, it might be your aunt. There was a story about a frog that consulted a fortuneteller. The fortuneteller was gazing into a crystal ball, and he says to the frog:

You are going to meet a beautiful young woman. From the moment she sets eyes on you she will have an insatiable desire to know all about you. She will be compelled to get close to you—you will totally fascinate her.” The Frog: replies “Where am I, at a singles club?” No No the Fortuneteller says you are in her: “Biology class.”

One minute he thinks he’s in heaven the next he’s headed for hell. In today’s world there appears to be a religion for every person’s idea, ideal, fancy, or fascination. Just believe something and there is a religion to fill the bill. No thoughts as to whether it totally violates the word of God.

Christian Science, founded by spiritist Mary Baker Eddy, teaches that “there is no death.” “Heaven and hell are states of thought, not places. People experience their own heaven or hell right here on earth.”

Edgar Cayce, a spiritist and New Age prophet, said that “the destiny of the soul, is to become One with the Creator” and that no soul is ever lost.

Mormonism, founded by occultist Joseph Smith, argues, “The false doctrine that the punishment to be visited upon erring souls is endless...is but a dogma of unauthorized and erring sectarians, unscriptural, unreasonable, and revolting.”

Jehovah’s Witnesses, founded by Charles T. Russell maintains that the wicked are forever annihilated because “the teaching about a fiery hell can rightly be designated as a ‘teaching of demons.’”

Unitarian Universalism confesses the following: “No Unitarian Universalist believes in a resurrection of the body, a literal heaven or hell, or any kind of eternal punishment.”

But in spite of all these religions and philosophies, In 1991 a Gallup poll showed that 78 percent of Americans expect to go to heaven when they die. The problem is, many of them hardly ever pray, read the Bible, or attend church. They freely admit that they live to please themselves instead of God. The fact is no one thinks they are going to Hell even though they live for themselves rather than God. My thoughts are why would these people even want to go to heaven.

We must understand that God has placed us here for a reason. That reason is to choose eternal life or eternal death. The word Eternal means – Having no beginning or end, existing outside of time, forever, perpetual, a unlimited duration, everlasting.

The Truth of God’s Word teaches us… that God is Eternal

1 Timothy 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. Psalms 90:2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. Not only that but God is The Great “I AM” – The forever Present Self-existent One, The One who Is (Ex 3:14; John 8:58) and the word says that God is Light (1Jn 1:5) Einstein’s E=MC2 formula says essentially reach the speed of light and time stands still…

In the beginning God-before time God, In matter & space God- You must understand that God existed long before anyone can imagine… He is a Transcendent God.

Not only is God eternal but written within the Truth of God’s word we are taught that God Created Man as a Eternal Being

Genesis 1: says So God created man in his own image…

Genesis 2:7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the earth and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living soul. Since Man was created in the natural likeness of God with intellect, emotions and a will… man was also created in God’s moral likeness but this was lost when he chose to sin by disobeying God/s command.

Adam became a living soul/being… distinct from all other creatures – because of God’s image & God’s breath of life

Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.

Listen to this, This is an amazing discovery, Dr. Wernher von Braun, says he has "scientific" reasons for believing in life after death. He explained: "Science has found that nothing can disappear without a trace. Nature does not know extinction. All it knows is transformation. If God applies the fundamental principle to the most minute and insignificant parts of the universe, doesn't it make sense to assume that He applies it to the masterpiece of His creation—the human soul? "A Swedish doctor says he discovered the human soul and it weighs 21 grams. He placed beds of terminal patients on sensitive scales and saw the numbers drop when the patients died.

Jesus tells of two men who have crossed over into eternity… in Luke 16: One is named as Lazarus and the other is described as a rich man. Both of these men’s destiny was determined by what they had done in this life. One went to the bosom of Abraham and the other to hell. Both crossed over and ended up either in Hell or paradise.

According to this story every unsaved person goes directly to hell (hades, sheol) a holding prison awaiting his court appearance before the judge at the Great White Throne Judgment. There the unsaved will be found guilty and sentenced to eternal death in the Lake of Fire forever. Which was Prepared for the Devil & his demons. Matthew 25:41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. Remember the movie “Ghost”… an evil man died & demons came and dragged him off? In the bible, God uses phrases like: fire is not quenched, where the worm dies not, everlasting destruction, flames of fire, torment, outer darkness, weeping, gnashing of teeth where the real you is still alive (your body had dropped dead but you continue to live)… at the blink of the eye, you’re there… same personality, same cravings, same addictions, same lust, same emotions of fear, same memories of sitting in church… But now it’s Too late.
In the 18th century, Archibald Boyle was the leading member of an association of wild and wicked men known as "The Hell Club" in Glasgow, Scotland. After one night of carousing at the Club's notorious annual meeting, Boyle deemed he was riding home on his black horse. In the darkness, someone seized the reins, shouting, "You must go with me!" As Boyle desperately tried to force the reins from the hands of the unknown guide, the horse reared. Boyle fell down, down, down with increasing speed. "Where are you taking me?" The cold voice replied, "To hell!" The echoes of the groans and yells of frantic revelry assaulted their ears. At the entrance to hell, Boyle saw the inmates chasing the same pleasures they had pursued in life. There was a lady he'd known playing her favorite vulgar game. Boyle relaxed, thinking hell must be a pleasurable place after all. When he asked her to rest a moment and show him through the pleasures of hell, she shrieked. "There is no rest in hell!"

There was seen on a bumper sticker in Spokane, WA the following words Eternity—Your Choice: Smoking or Non-smoking!

The facts are that there is no truth in the false teachings of : Universalism, Annihilation , or Limbo / Purgatory – which allows a second chance to merit heaven – Remember you only have one chance to choose.

There was an old Scottish mountaineer who had lived a full but not exactly saintly one and now was on his deathbed. He summoned his weeping wife. “Sara,” and he said, “go to the fireplace and take out the third stone from the top.” She did as instructed. “Reach in there,” said her husband, “and bring out what you find.”

Her fingers touched a large Mason jar, and with some effort she pulled it up. The jar was full of cash.

“Sara,” said the old man, “when I go, I’m going to take all that money with me. I want you to put that jar up in the attic by the window. I’ll get it as I go by on my way to heaven.”

His wife followed his instructions. That night the old mountaineer died. After the funeral his wife remembered the Mason jar and went to the attic. There was the jar still full of money and by the window.

“Oh,” the widow sighed. “I knew I should have put it in the basement.”

Revelation 21:1-4 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."

A week ago there was a new discovery. What was it? A new planet with the ability to allow life to live on it. Could it be ? Will it be ? Is it? I know only one thing for sure Scientists says its so far away man could never reach it in this lifetime. What about the next life? Well, I know this that if it is and we are to go we will need a passport. You see even Crossing into Heaven Requires a Passport

Philippians 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, we must understand that we can only enter heaven with the correct credentials… proving our citizenship is there.

We must be Spiritually Born into God’s Family in order to receive ~ Our Passport!

In John 3:3 Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." Romans 8:17a Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ… we may also share in his glory.

Death is not extinguishing the light from the Christian; it is putting out the lamp because the dawn has come.

On his deathbed, British preacher Charles Simeon smiled brightly and asked the people gathered in his room, "What do you think especially gives me comfort at this time?" When they all remained silent, he exclaimed, "The creation! I ask myself, 'Did Jehovah create the world or did I?' He did! Now if He made the world and all the rolling spheres of the universe, He certainly can take care of me. Into Jesus' hands I can safely commit my spirit!"

Former Senator Dwight W. Morrow searched in vain to find his railroad ticket as he was on a train leaving New York City. "I must find that ticket," he muttered. The conductor, who stood waiting beside him, said, "Don't worry about it, Mr. Morrow. We know you had a ticket. Just mail it to the railroad when you find it." "That's not what's troubling me," replied Morrow, "I need to find it to know where I'm going." In Alice in Wonderland, when Alice comes to a junction in the road that leads in different directions, she asks the Cheshire Cat, "Cheshire-Puss...would you tell me please, which way I ought to go from here?" "That depends a good deal on where you want to go to," said the Cat. "I don't much care where," replied Alice. "Then it doesn't matter which way you go."

But I hope today it matters to you where you are going. Today you need to choose because tomorrow may be too late.

Mark Twain Said Let us endeavor so to live that when we come to die even the undertaker will be sorry.

Let’s make the undertaker sorry today. You are here today but tomorrow eternity.  Make sure you are headed in the right direction
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Salvation Plan

•Salvation could be divided into two categories? The first 

would be with you accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as your 

personal Saviourbeing baptized in water in the name of the 

titles without following the plan that Jesus spoke to 

Nicodemus about. This first category takes the chance that 

even though Jesus Christ did not give me the new birth he 

has still saved you? This plan takes you to the Judgment of 

God to find out if your plan was enough. The second category 

assures you of your salvation as long as you continue with 

him. This is the one spoken by Jesus Christ in St. John 

chapter 3 and fulfilled in Acts chapter 2. You need to read 

both of these chapters and understand that all of the early 

disciples were recipients of this salvation. So my question to 

you is: Do you want to be saved in the way Jesus spoke of or 

in the way the modern church tells you. Here is the way: 1 -

Repent 2-Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 3 -Let God 

fill you with his Spirit                    
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ABOUT

The Author George Duke hopes that you might be able to enjoy these sermons and sermon outlines. 

George Duke was a former “Cop” in Pensacola, Florida when he came to the Lord Jesus Christ. Read his book “Guns to the Gospel” which covers some of his history as a Cop, his biology, conversion to Christ and the history of his work as a Missionary and pioneer Pastor. Guns to the Gospel can be ordered from Amazon.com

He is married to Carol Ann “Gregory” Duke who he met in England while serving with the US Air Force. You will enjoy Carol’s book “Aunt Dees Happy Tails which can also be purchased from Amazon.com  
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                            The Prophecy given to Me!

Over all the years of my life, I have had God to speak to me in two ways. The first way was in a still small voice allowing his Spirit to touch me with tears flowing from my eyes and shivers going through my body. The second way was in a audible voice which occurred twice in my life. The first time he spoke to me in an audible voice was when he spoke to me and told me to turn my life around. It almost scared me to death and I fell on my knees asking him to forgive me. The next time I heard him speak audibly was when I was praying and searching for the real truth regarding who he was? I remember it so vividly as I bowed my head to say grace his voice spoke out saying, “gods all around the world have a name, what’s my Name?” As I answered him, “Jesus,” suddenly the revelation came to me. There is only one God manifested to us as the Father (his Spirit) in creation, the Son (his body) in redemption and the (Holy Spirit) in regeneration. Not three persons but one person fulfilling three manifestations similar to our being one person manifested as a father, son, and husband.  When he created us he created us as a body soul and spirit. Not three bodies (Persons) but one.  Over the years he has spoken to me in a still small voice. Once was when he called me to pioneer a church in Galveston, Texas and later to pioneer churches in the U.K. I have never had a problem distinguishing between the voice of God and the voice of Satan.  One is always for my good and the other is to lead me away from my Lord and Saviour.

Recently the word of God spoke to me as I was writing the book “Winds of Megiddo “. In that still small voice he began to reveal to me that the land of Israel would bring about the final battle soon. He opened my eyes to the build up of the Muslims in the U.K. and how they were also doing the same in the U.S.A. Then I was in shock as he opened my understanding how the United Nations operated. There were many nations that made up the U.N. but there were 5-6 nations that held veto power over any resolution that was made. Any one of these nations could use their veto power to stop a resolution that was made and this power had been used many times in the past by the U.K. or the U.S.A. to stop them from sanctioning Israel. Today we find that the U.S.A. is the only nation that uses the veto to prevent the sanctions. Eventually with a coalition of Muslims, Socialists, Communists, Liberal, and Democrats in the U.S.A. the sanction will be passed. Israel will not accept this and as a result of their refusal the nations of the U.N. will send their armada into the land that God has said would bring him back again. Before this occurs I will raise up my sons throughout the land to unite with me and my Angels to destroy all these nations that come against my people. Then will begin my millennial reign here on earth.

My words and warning to all of you that read my books is to be prepared for his coming for his bride. 
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