
FAFSA & PROMISE FOR 2023
Applications open October 1,  2022 for the Class of 2023

Class of 2023 graduates who are prospective college students can begin their FAFSA

application by starting at FAFSA.gov as early as October 1st.  There are helpful, reliable step-

by-step resources on YouTube from the Federal Student Aid's channel. Local FAFSA coaches

are available to support families in Mason County with this process--families can find their

information on the last page of this newsletter.  FAFSA renewal is also recommended for

students returning to college in the 2023-24 year.  For students age 23 and under, parent

income information is required.

The Mason County Promise new student application also opens for class of 2023 on October

1st, and continues to be open through August 2023 for Fall 2023. Applications take about 2

minutes and are found at MasonCountyPromise.org under the Apply/Renew/Appeal tab.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEnu3BHoR9IYgBnCkqQdgmA
https://www.masoncountypromise.org/apply


There still is time for young
adults to become involved, in

fact, now is the time! 

YOUTH CAN ACCES SUPPORT TO BECOME
PROFESSIONALS THROUGH MICHIGAN WORKS!

Many young people have had college and career trajectories that have been thrown off course by the

pandemic. Michigan Works West Central offices have programs specifically designed to connect youth to

credential and career opportunities that lead to professional success.   

Recently, Jonathan Eppley, from MWWC, shared about local programs that young people can access for

support at the Mason County office, in the Lakeshore Resource Network on 920 E. Tinkham in Ludington, or

get started at MWWC.org in making an appointment with a Talent Specialist.
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Mason CAN: What are the focused services or supports young people can receive?

Jonathan: We hope to connect with youth in the region to bridge the gap between employers and the

talent pipeline. By scheduling an appointment with a Talent Specialist, they can learn more about career

pathways in areas where there is continued job growth. To help youth explore these pathways, young

adults can participate in Talent Tours at local businesses, virtual career exploration, job shadowing and

work experiences. In some cases, they may be interested in participating in training to launch them into

high-wage, high-demand jobs.  

Mason CAN: Is there still opportunity for more young people to get involved?

Jonathan: There still is time for young adults to become involved, in fact, now is the time! We recently

launched the Jobs for Michigan’s Graduates (JMG) program in our six-county region. We are actively

looking for young adults who are interested in learning more about the labor market right here in Mason

County. Through JMG, we can help provide mentors to guide students along their education, training and

employment pathways, as well as discover paid work-experience options that prepare them for the future. 

Mason CAN: What other services are available to young people looking to enhance their careers?  

Jonathan: Our Talent Specialists work with each client to create an individualized pathway to success.

We are able to facilitate GED prep and testing; provide supportive services (such as assist with the cost

of work materials and transportation assistance); financial literacy education; and more! Visit

MWWC.org/contact-us to contact one of our six service centers today to learn more about how our

programs can help you!

https://www.mwwc.org/youth-opportunities
http://mwwc.org/contact-us


Your first day of school can at
times be difficult. Remember

to trust your instincts and
just be yourself.

WSCC COLLEGE FOR KIDS 2022

West Shore Community College hosted College for Kids in July 2022, continuing a tradition of over 30 years

of welcoming youth, ages 9-15, to campus for a week. College for Kids offers hands-on courses that are

linked to college programs. Courses, such as pond ecosystems, theater, and welding, are led by paid faculty

from WSCC and around the area. This year, recognizing its commitment to local student success, the

Mason County Promise Zone Board offered to fund scholarships for youth from Mason County. Other area

foundations, and organizations contributed to help cover costs of lunches and bussing. This meant that

137 Mason County youth participated in College for Kids at no cost! 

College for Kids allows students to take a morning and an afternoon class each day, and the courses vary

from year to year. This year’s most in-demand courses were Crime Scene Investigation and Culinary

Calculations. After a week of a classroom full of mixed-age youth, someone might expect that everyone

would be tired, but instead, they’re inspired! One instructor shared, “this is what teaching should be like!”

One participant explained their experiences by saying, “I met new people and got to make skits to my

heart’s content. This place inspired me. I will consider, most definitely, coming back.”

Parents also feel that the week-long trips to campus were positive experiences, and worth coming back for

each year. One parent, new to the program, stated, “This was the first year my child attended and we

couldn’t have been more pleased. Everything was very well put together and managed. The security

requirements at pick up were a huge plus as well. So pleased to see that taken seriously. The talent show

was such a fun way to end the week! We are again so thankful for the opportunity. Thank you to everyone

involved in making this happen. Hats off to you all! Well done!! Looking forward to next year!” 

Wendy Wells, Talent Pipeline Coordinator, and Cara Mitchell, from College Relations at WSCC coordinate

College for Kids and promote the annual educational event through social media and flyers at local schools.

They are always looking for more volunteers and support. For more information on the program, visit:

https://www.westshore.edu/community/college-for-kids/ 

or email: collegeforkids@westshore.edu
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https://www.westshore.edu/community/college-for-kids/
https://www.westshore.edu/community/college-for-kids/
mailto:collegeforkids@westshore.edu


WSCC PILOTS 
COLLEGE CONNECTIONS

PROGRAM AT MASON
COUNTY EASTERN

After meeting with a group of Mason County

Eastern High School seniors in May 2022,

Jody Maloney, the Mason CAN specialist and

Promise Director, learned from students

that they often chose to pursue Career &

Technical Education courses rather than

dual enrollment because they believed

they'd be less successful in college classes

and they didn't want to take risks. 

Making early college decisions is

challenging. Many students don't see

college success stories reflected in their

own families or communities, which may

lead them to choose careers that don't

require college, even though they have

ample talent.  Without reliable information

about college and authentic interactions

with college faculty and staff, talented

students might avoid opportunities to

pursue early college attend college at all.  

Motivated by the MCAN slogan, "College Is

for Everyone" and the Promise goal to get

more students through college, Maloney

met with West Shore Community College

Admissions Director, Annie Jacobson, and

Dean of Arts & Sciences, Darby Johnsen, to

explore options for educating younger

students about college before they must

make college-going decisions.  

Johnsen and Jacobson felt strongly that

connecting students with WSCC staff and

faculty would help students see themselves

as college material at any institution, and

would help dispel myths about college.  In

partnership with MCE educators Shelly Rife

and Dena Thurston, they launched a monthly

"College Connections" pilot program.  

MCE 9th graders will meet with WSCC Staff

to learn about college basics in the the fall.

In the winter, students will connect with

WSCC faculty, who will share mini-lecture

courses to give students an idea of how

engaging and accessible college can be. 

 WSCC hopes to expand the program to

other districts as early as 2023.
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FREE COLLEGE ACCESS TRAININGS
FOR MASON COUNTY

College Positive Mentor Training 

In person or virtual, Oceana County location TBD

October 25, 2022 (9:00 am- 12:00)

Receive resources to guide conversations with

students and families on how to access college and

make connections to local training and funding

opportunities.

Student Aid Report Review and Verification

Virtual uAspire training 

November 17, 2022 (9:00 am - 10:30)

Navigate students through the many steps and

common challenges of FAFSA follow-up, including

Student Aid Report (SAR) review and the confusing,

often burdensome, verification process.

Financial Aid Offer Review

Virtual uAspire training

January 19, 2022 (9:00 am - 10:30)

Help students accurately compare college costs

and make an informed college choice by analyzing

their financial aid offers. Practice using uAspire’s

College Cost Calculator with real aid offers and

student case studies.

TO REGISTER FOR ANY OF THE FREE TRAININGS:

Sign up here:

https://forms.gle/wNwafNk9j1Vrx9Db8 or Scan: 

https://www.uaspire.org/For-Students/College-Cost-Calculator
https://forms.gle/wNwafNk9j1Vrx9Db8
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ADAPTIVE SYTEMS TRAINING OFFERED FOR 
STUDENT-SERVING PROFESSIONALS & ORGANIZATIONS

October 3 & 4, 8:30 AM-3:30 PM, West Shore ESD (w/Lunch)

October 26:  2:00-6:00 PM, Lakeshore Resource Network (LRN)

November 18 (w/Lunch):  9:00AM-1:00PM, LRN (w/Lunch)

December 12 (w/Lunch): 8:30AM-2:30PM, LRN (w/Lunch   

Thanks to the West Shore ESD, the Mason County Promise Zone is able to offer the Adaptive

Schools training, a four-day training, at no cost to local participants. The training has been

adapted to serve professionals from educational foundations, community-based foundations that

serve youth and students, and other local organizations that address the needs of young people. 

 The launch of the training will be two full-day sessions in early October, followed by  three shorter

sessions in late October through early December. An in-depth description is below.

Jenny Orton of Pausing Matters, LLC., and a WSESD Consultant, will facilitate the sessions.

The training is designed with the expectation that participants will attend all sessions, but there

can be flexibility.  Up to 40 seats are available for local participants.  Read below for more

information.  To RSVP, please email info@masoncountypromise.org by Friday, September 30th.

DATES, TIMES & LOCATIONS:

Kickoff: 

Additional required sessions:

mailto:info@masoncountypromise.org


MARK YOUR CALENDARS
FOR FALL COLLEGE

ACCESS EVENTS
September 2022:  Michigan College Savings
Month--learn about  State Educational 529 plans
(MiSaves.com) and Mason County Community
Foundation's own 
KickStart to Career program  

September 27, 10:30-1PM: WSCC College &
Career Fair for local high school and college
students at West Shore Community College

September 28, 10AM-Noon: Mason CAN
Leadership Team Meeting, Lakeshore Resource
Network

October 2022: College Month in Michigan!  Most
public institutions waive application costs this
month.  Students should reach out to their local
high school counselor or College Adviser for more
information and support.
 
October 1, 2022: The 2023-24 FAFSA
Application opens for new students and renewing
students; The Mason County Promise Scholarship
application opens for Class of 2023; Mason
County Community Foundation Scholarship
applications open.

October 3, 8:30 AM: Adaptive Systems Training
Kickoff, WSESD (see newsletter for more info).

October 25: College Positive Mentor Training,
Hart (see newsletter for more info).

November 9-10: Michigan College Access
Network Annual Conference, Soaring Eagle
Resort.

November 17, 9-10:30 AM: FAFSA Follow-up
Training (see newsletter for more info).

For more MCAN related events, trainings and
webinars that offer SCHECH's for educators, visit:
https://micollegeaccess.org/events/webinar-
series
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MASON COUNTY CAN LEADERSHIP
TEAM MEETING: SAVE THE DATE!

September 28, 10AM-Noon at Lakeshore
Resource Network
The Leadership Team will  be exploring
developing a local  attainment goal  for now
through 2030.
Did you know that over 12,000 local  residents
are projected to retire over the next decade, and
only 3,000 young people are projected to join our
workforce during that same time in Mason
county?
We'll  discuss this and other interesting numbers
from local  community data.

https://www.misaves.com/plan/?&tc_mcid=se_Non-Branded_best+529+plans+Michigan_Michigan+%7C+529+%7C+Best&gclid=Cj0KCQjwmouZBhDSARIsALYcoupHVPH9Nea9LnFsZPs6CB__hY7gRzP6flyoRtK-dwn3dDaZiGLeZw8aAi6LEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://mason-foundation.org/kickstart-to-career/
https://www.westshore.edu/events/college-career-fair/
https://micollegeaccess.org/events/annual-conference
https://micollegeaccess.org/events/webinar-series

