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    By Amelia McMahon 
 
After months of anticipation, Defence Connect can reveal that Rheinmetall Australia has been selected as the  
successful tenderer for the hotly-contested LAND 400 Phase 2  
program. 
 
Rheinmetall's bid, comprising of the Boxer CRV, has beaten out BAE 
Systems Australia AMV-35 offering. 
 
The project, worth up to $5 billion, will see Rheinmetall deliver up to 
225 combat reconnaissance vehicles to the Australia Army. 
 
Under the company's offering to the Commonwealth, Rheinmetall will 
build a majority of the vehicles in Queensland. The first 25 vehicles 
will be built in Germany in a move Rheinmetall says will support the 
transfer of technology. Australians will be embedded into teams in 
Germany to learn the necessary skills before transferring back to  
Australia for the build of the remaining 200 CRVs. 
 
While the first 25 vehicles are being built overseas, Rheinmetall will 
establish its manufacturing hub, the Military Vehicle Centre of  
Excellence (MILVEHCOE) in Brisbane. 
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Thanks to Mike Butler and the 3 Cav Regt Association we have finally tracked down the owner of the above photos.  
Bob English thank you for your contribution.  Our newsletter magazine is not only distributed to members but also goes to 
state and national libraries and as such will remain part of Aus-
tralian Army history for future generations and history buffs. 

To:mike butler 
Subject: PHOTOS 
 
Mike, 
 
Perhaps they might be of interest and it was always my  
intention to make them available for just that purpose.  
 
However, after so many years I cannot recall too many details.  
All I can come up with is the picture with the vehicle sitting on 
the rise in front of the jungle is during a land clearing  
operation, possibly this was "The Firestone Trail??" The guy 
in the chair was the vehicle commander, Blue, so called for his 
red hair and big red moustache.  
 
Of course, the way too cool young soldier leaning against the 
vehicle would be me. 
 
The group photo would be Christmas 1968, at our excellent 
accommodation in Nut Dat. 
 
Regards, 
 
Bob English 

Coming Events 
 

Cambrai-Beersheba Days Annual Dinner at the Royal Automobile Club of Australia 
on Saturday 17 Nov 2018 
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The MILVEHCOE was announced by Rheinmetall last July and will act as a sovereign industrial capability for 
the continuous design, manufacture, export and support for military vehicles, turrets and tactical systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a centre of excellence, the MILVEHCOE will be the focal point for the LAND 400 combat vehicles,  
LAND 121 logistics vehicles and other complex defence projects. Under the LAND 121 Phase 3B program, 
Rheinmetall is delivering more than 2,500 logistics trucks to the Australian Army. 
 
Rheinmetall has partnered with several Australian SMEs for the project, including Melbourne's Heuch, Cablex 
and Tectonica Australia, Burnie-based Direct Edge, Brisbane-based G&O Kert, Melbourne/Brisbane-based  
Hilton Manufacturing, Perth-based Hoffman Engineering, Melbourne-based Nezkot Precision Tooling and  
Engineering, Adelaide-based Plasteel and Adelaide-based Redarc. 
 
Rheinmetall has also partnered with BlueScope and Bisalloy Steel, which will see the companies deliver  
thousands of tonnes of armoured steel for the LAND 400 Phase 2 project. 
 
Defence Connect hosted Rheinmetall Australia managing director Gary Stewart on the Defence Connect  
Podcast last week. Tune in to uncover the breadth of Rheinmetall's Australian operations and objectives, its  
focus on building sovereign industrial capabilities related to military vehicle manufacturing in Australia, why 
the company believes its Boxer CRV is the right choice for LAND 400 Phase 2, plus other key programs it's 
involved in across defence. 
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Technical Notes & News 

.Chauvel Cup a true test of resilience 
 
Capt Anna-Lise Brink 
 
The mental and physical resilience of 2/I4LHR(QMI) troops 
were put to the test during a gruelling five-day competition at 
Kokoda Barracks, Canungra. 
 
From pushing a two-tonne trailer up and down Canungra hills to 
a jerry can carry with more jerries than personnel, the  
challenges were designed to push soldiers to their limits. 
 
CO 2/14LHR (QMI) Lt-Col Andrew Moss said while the  
activities were not realistic in a tactical sense, they were in terms 
of physical and menta stress. "We push people to the point where 
they feel they can't continue and then they're reliant on 
teamwork, personal resilience and courage to push through the 
actual activity he said. 
 
The competition pitted troop against troop, focusing on a range of 
dismounted activities by day and night. 
Troop leader Lt Joseph Murphy said the soldiers found it tough 
but rewarding. "It focused on teamwork and making troops work 
above and beyond what they're used to in the dismounted role. In 
turn, they realised exactly what you can achieve as a troop on the 
ground," he said. He said while the troops were prepared physically, the mental aspect caught some off guard. 
Tprs Jonathan Margetts and Jacob Buttenvorth perform a stores-carry training exercise. "It certainly tested out the guys and 
made them realise just how far they can push themselves both physically and mentally," Lt Murphy said. "I enjoyed seeing 
the look of satisfaction on everyone's face when they got through." 
 
Soldiers from 2 Troop B Sqn won the competition, which doubled as lead-up training to the 7 Bde Combined Arms Training 
Activity Exercise Diamond Run. 
 
Source: Army News October 5th 2017 

Tprs Timothy Everdell Andrew Morris, Brendan Scott take 
part in a training scenario  

Photo: Cpl Ben Dempster 

lOO years of tank warfare 
 
Maj Felicity Harnblin 
 

SOLDIERS from 1 Armd Regt have 
joined their armoured counterparts 
from around the world to mark the 
centenary of the first battle to fea-
ture massed tanks, during their an-
nual Cambrai parade, held at RAAF 
Base Edinburgh. 
 
Showcasing the armoured fighting 
vehicles and equipment of 1 Armd 
Regt, the parade was also an oppor-
tunity for families to celebrate the 
regiment's arrival in SA, having last 
month departed their 22-year home 
at Robertson Barracks in Darwin.  
 
CO I Armd Regt Lt-Col Chris  
Gardiner said the Battle of Cambrai 
was an important date on the  
regiment's calendar each year. 

 
"To remember those armoured corps soldiers who fought in such a momentous battle a century ago is important for us to 
recognise today, he said. "While the equipment may have changed, the dedication and commitment shown by those who've 
come before us continues to serve as an example for our regiment." 
 
 

Photo courtesy of www.contactairlandandsea.com/2017/11/22/ 
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Reviewing officer for the parade, Comd Forcomd  
Maj-Gen Gus Mclachlan, said it was a significant  
milestone in the regiment's history as the soldiers marked 
both the centenary of Cambrai, and arrival to their new 
home in South Australia. 
 
To remember those armoured corps , soldiers who fought 
in such a momentous battle is important for us to  
recognise today. 
 
"This event not only allows us to remember a significant 
battle in the evolution of warfare - it was a chance to 
formally welcome the soldiers of 1st Armd Regt as they 
begin their future in SA following their departure from 
the Top End, and to thank them for their recent opera-
tional service in Iraq," he said.   
 
For nearly three weeks on the Western Front during 
WWI, between November 20 and December 7, 1917, 
Allied forces fought near a small French village named 
Cambrai against the German Army in what was seen as 
its first mass use of tanks in a combined arms operation. 
The battle is now commemorated each year by  
Commonwealth and Allied armoured regiments around 
the world to commemorate this momentous battle now 
known as Cambrai Day. 
 
The parade was also a chance to commemorate the  
centenary of the Battle of Beersheba. 
 

Photo courtesy of www.contactairlandandsea.com/2017/11/22/ 

Final parade Darwin 


