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FADE | N:
I NT. REECE'S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

REECE, a tall, skinny, 19 year old woman wal ks into the
kitchen wth a bag slung over her right arm She has dark
circles around her hal f-open eyes. She squints at the clock
on the stove.

REECE
Jeez. 8amfeels nore |like 5amto ne.

Reece's MOM a m ddl e aged woman with a simlarly sl ender
build, |ooks up fromher oatneal and flashes an entertained
smle.

MOM
Maybe if you didn't stay up 'till 3am
wi th your boyfriend every night it
woul dn't feel |ike that huh, Reece?

Reece rolls her eyes but nods in subtle agreenent.

REECE
Normally it's fine 'cuz | don't have
to be too awake for work since
teachi ng assistants basically just set
up and clean the studio... but today
" m teaching.

MOM
Teachi ng! Ww Reece that's anmazi ng!
Wait how?

REECE
Yeah. not sure, | just got a call from

adm ni stration last night that they
woul dn't be avail abl e and since the
school is short-staffed right now,
|"ve been asked to fill the position
for today.

MOM
Ww t hen you definitely gotta be awake
for that, hon

REECE
(yawns)
| know. 1'l1 wake up while I'm
driving. 1I'll play some |oud nusic or

sonet hi ng. ..
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_ [ CONT. ]
| think this could be a really good
thing! Maybe it'Il get nme pronoted..
to an instructor! |'ve been working

here | ong enough and if the project
turns out well -

MOM
-which it absolutely will!
REECE
Then maybe they' Il consider ne as

nmore than just an assistant!

MOM
(in a loving voice)
My baby girl! An art Instructor at 19
years ol d.

Reece, enbarrassed, avoids her nom s eyes.

REECE
Ckay please stop. Listen... |'m gonna
try and do an advanced project so |
really stand out. |'mthinking of
doi ng a Van Gogh-inspired piece with
t he ki ds.

MOM
Aren't they like 4 year ol d?

REECE
Yeah? so?

MOM

wel |l don't you think maybe that's a
little difficul-

REECE
Ch gosh it's 8:25 already! Sorry nmom |
can't keep chatting | gotta get there
early to set up! I'll tell you how it
goes after work!

Reece scranbl es for her keys, shoves a bunch of prints of Van
Gogh artworks into her bag, and dashes out the door.
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I NT. REECE'S CAR - DAY

DANCI NG QUEEN by ABBA is on full blast as Reece, a new
driver, recklessly hurdles towards a red light. She halts to
a jerky stop but is too busy nunbling to herself to care.

She recites her lesson plan as if she's in front of the
st udent s.

REECE
Al righty everyone, lets put our
sket chbooks away and have our eyes on
me! Today we are going to try a
pai nting style called inpressionism.
bl ah bl ah bl ah, big success, Reece,
you're pronoted!!! (beat) Ckay
priorities: 1. Keep the studio clean,
2. The project nust | ook good, and 3.
do this all within 45 mnutes... | can
do this. I. can. do. this.

She jolts the car into a parking lot, pulls perfectly into a
tight spot, and stops the engine.

| NT. ART STUDI O - DAY

Reece continues to nunbl e reassurances to herself as she
fills paint containers and gathers brushes. She's so
preoccupi ed that she doesn't notice sonmeone now stands behind
her. ..

LAUREN
Runni ng out of white paint already,
are we?

Reece lets out a YELP of surprise and nearly drops the
contai ner of white paint in her hands. She immedi ately turns
around to face LAUREN, a short, stocky woman with an
intimdating voice and dom nant stance.

LAUREN
Whoops! didn't nean to scare ya,
Reece! Just thought I'd keep you
conpany is all.

REECE
(enbarrassed)
haha.... ah Lauren you didn't scare ne
haha just warm ng up ny vocal -chords
is all... You' re here to keep ne
conpany?
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LAUREN
Wel |l yeah, no not really. I'mactually
here to evaluate you haha! Artistic
Directors don't spend our precious
ti me keepi ng enpl oyees conpany.
Basically I'll be here the whole tine
wat chi ng your every nove and
ni t pi cki ng every m stake you nake
al ong the way to determ ne your place
here at Arts Corner.

REECE
(chuckl es nervously)

Ri ght. heh. Watching ne.... ny every
nove... great...

LAUREN
Don't sweat it, Reece I'"'monly half
serious!

Reece nods and continues filling paint containers

nonchal antly but her trenbling hands are hard not to notice.
She desperately | ooks at the clock and then the door for an
escape.

REECE
Oh ook at the tinme! 9:00! I... gotta
go get the kids- | mean young artists.

heh. Be right back

Reece awkwardly skips to the door and struggles to get the
doorstop to stay put. She di sappears down the hall.

| NT. ART STUDI O - DAY

One by one, TINY TODDLERS waddl e into the studi o | ooking
dazed and confused as usual. Reece follows behind them She
inpatiently matches their painfully slow pace.

REECE
Al righty everybody! Find your
sket chbooks! let's start warm ng up
our art nuscles by doodling anything

we want !
Reece takes this opportunity to finish filling paint
containers. She turns to put back a jug of blue paint in the
cabinet and slans into a tall, lean MAN who holds his child's
hand firmy.

Created using Celtx



REECE
Qop! uh sorry, sir heh didn't see you
there... is there sonmething I can help
you Wt h?

MAN
My daughter doesn't |ike how the
paints snell. She canme hone | ast week
and told me they made her sick. Can
you explain that to ne? | don't want
my child being exposed to harnfu
chem cal s!

Reece's eyes nervously shift to Lauren who attentively
listens fromacross the room Reece then | ooks at the clock
t hat reads 9:15.

REECE
Unyes | nmean no! | don't want that
either, sir but | can assure you al
the paints we use are child-safe and
do not contain chem cals that would
harm students - | nean young artists.

MAN
Are you calling me a liar? Are you
calling ny sweet daughter a liar?! W
are not a famly of |iars!

REECE
No no no no | would never. |I'mso
sorry | canme across that way. Wat
woul d you have ne do to ensure your
daught er has a safer experience today?

MAN
Wel |l you're using those dangerous
paints again | see. | won't allow her
to be exposed to them

REECE
You want me to change the paints for
today's project?

MAN
It's the | east you could do.

REECE
Well it's just this class is only 45
m nutes and theres only 30 m nutes
left and this project calls
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specifically for-

VAN
Dear god you care nore about
efficiency than the safety of the
st udent s?!

The man's voice is raised and his irate attitude nmakes the
class go silent. Reece sees Lauren step towards her and the
man.

REECE
no no no! | will absolutely change the
paints I will! It's okay! |ook, see?

Reece proceeds to dunp the containers of paint into the sink.
The man smugly nods and lets go of his child' s hand. The
little girl runs to her seat.

Lauren settles back into her place as a silent watcher.

REECE
Al righty everybody, today we're
| ooking at an artist called Van CGogh-

Wth all the conmmotion caused by the parent, a LITTLE G RL
who sits in the mddle of the class |lets out an ear-piercing
cry.

REECE
Oh hey no no it's okay! Look | ook at
t he beautiful sunflowers Van Gogh
pai nt ed!

The little girl pauses for a nonent to study the faded
phot ocopy that Reece is holding but quickly returns to her
tears.

LI TTLE G RL
(sobs)
... | want ny nobooooooonmmy. | want

nmy nmommy! nmommmmy nmoommmmmyyyyy! !
Her face is red and she's at the snotty stage of crying.

Lauren does not | ook inpressed.

REECE
(under breath)
Yeah well you'll be seeing her when

the class ends in 20 m nutes.
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(conforting)
Hey c¢' nmon do you wanna sit next to ne
while | explain our project? You can
be ny special hel per!

The little girl nods and wi pes her nose, snearing the snot
across her face.

Reece shudders, reluctantly holds the girl's wet hand and
gui des her to the front of the class to resune the | esson.

| NT. ART STUDI O - DAY
Reece is pacing anxiously. Her eyes are fixed on the cl ock.

REECE

(anxi ously)
c'non artists sone of you aren't even
hal f done and we only have 8 m nut es!
Let's work fast!

(under her breath)
okay renmenber what you said in the
car...."The project nust | ook good"..

Reece | ooks around and scans the students' work.

Alright I can skip that one.... what
was the second thing......

Suddenl y, she whi ps her head towards the enornous stack of
paints in the sink. Then her eyes dart to the pastel-covered
wor k t abl es.

REECE
(under her breath)
Ri ght. Keep the studio clean. (beat)
shit.

She darts to the sink and grabs the paint-soaked brushes,
al nost knocki ng over a student in the process.

A tiny hand tugs at her apron but she doesn't turn her head.

REECE
We're not quite done yet... keep goin

The student continues to urgently tug on her apron and then
munbl es sonet hi ng unintelligible.

Reece conti nues washi ng brushes, focussed on her task.
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REECE

Sorry bud, you gotta speak up
LI TTLE BOY

| said.... NOSE BLEED

Reece's face goes white and her eyes wi den. She turns to see
alittle boy standing at her feet with blood covering his
whol e face and shirt.

Reece's eyes shift to Lauren who at this point heads for the
exit to get first aid help.

Reece | ooks at the students working on their half-finished
projects. She | ooks at the bl oody scene in front of her. She
| ooks at the paint brushes and containers that fill sink, and
|l ets out a pani cked WH MPER

REECE
Here, take this paper towel and hold
it on your nose, bud. I'm... just

gonna cl ean these pal ettes and umm
you can just sit there and uhhh....

LI TTLE BOY
But I'mscared. |- | didn't mean
to.... | put a pastel up nmy nose and |

didn't know it would....

Reece sighs, puts down her cleaning brush and turns off the
tap-water. She takes one | ast defeated | ook at the nessy
studi o and the unfinished projects.

She turns to the scared student and gives hima conforting
smle.

REECE
Hey! Don't even worry about it! | used
to put weird things up ny nose all the
time when | was small. That's how we

learn right?

LI TTLE BOY
Ri ght .

Reece cleans up the little boy's bl oody nose and rubs his
back until he's calm She glances at the clock with a pained
| ook on her face.
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REECE
(hopel ess)
Al righty everybody! Tine's up today so
let's get our coats on and |line up at
t he door.

Lauren re-enters the roomwith a big white first-aid kit and
| ooks surprised to find the little boy lined up and ready to
go wWith rest.

She gl ances around at the disaster of a studio and then | ooks
at Reece.

The kids exit with their parents, |eaving Reece and Lauren
alone in the studio.

REECE
| am so s-
LAUREN
Amazing!!!!!l'l You are so anmazing,

Reece! You just dealt with every
WOr se-case-scenario in the book

Reece | ooks at Lauren with shock and di sbeli ef.

LAUREN
God when that parent started hassling
you | was SO close to stepping in and
telling himto back off! And THEN wi t h
that snotty little kid..
(cringes)
Yuck! Did you see ny face?

Reece gives a stunned nod.

LAUREN
| was so disgusted but you totally
conforted her and held her gross
little hand! (beat) But the best part
was how you handl ed that nosebl eed
i ke a pro and THAT"'S NOT EVEN I N YOUR
JOB DESCRIPTIONI | left to go get
qualified help and they sent nme back
with a first aid kit in the nmeantine
but there wasn't even a neantine! But
then I'mback and the kid is fine and
they're lined up ready to go at 9:45
on the dot!
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10.

REECE
Wel | thank you Lauren but the project
isn't even finished and the studio..

LAUREN
The studio | ooks |ike every other art
studio after 4 year ol ds have been
there! And that project was anbitious!
Advanced projects like that take AT
LEAST two cl asses to conpl ete! Reece!
| think you should be very very proud.

Reece is now beam ng and lets out a sigh of relief.

LAUREN
And after all this? | think you
definitely have a future as an
Instructor... in a few years!

REECE
Oh ny god, Lauren. Thank you so nuch!
| can't believe it! Please consider ne
if you ever need a substitute
i nstructor again! Pl ease!

LAUREN
(mocki ng the rude parent)
It's the least | could do!

I NT. REECE'S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Reece wal ks in to find her nmom cooking dinner. She smles
proudly at her nmom who | ooks up and returns the expression.

MOM
Ch ny goodness! My baby girl got
pronot ed?!'!' ! AHHHHHH

REECE

(proudly)
Nope! (beat) But | definitely have a
future as an Instructor in a few
years.
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