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Have They Sprayed For The Weeds Yet?
Have you been out on any of the three upper lakes yet this spring and noticed the orange
markers floating in ziplock bags? These simple markers are the locations for the most recent application of the herbicide treatment to manage one of our local lake residents: Curly
Leaf Pondweed [CLP]. If you haven’t noticed CLP over the past decade or so, or haven’t
been paying attention, CLP is an Aquatic Invasive Species [AIS]. It is non-native, and it is
invasive, and if untreated will grow into thick vegetative mats crowding out native vegetation and making it very difficult for fishing, swimming and frankly any kind of summer
water activity. Not the kind of lake resident one would choose.

Mark your calendar...
 Healthy Lakes— 6:30

06/07/2018

 Palmer Twp Board—7 PM

06/11/2018

 BLCA Board Mtg—8:30 AM

06/09/2018

 BLCA Picnic—10:00 AM

06/09/2018

 Clear Lake Twp Board-7 PM 06/19/2018
 Board of Adjustment– 6 PM

06/14/2018

 TLID Mtg– 6 PM

06/04/2018
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Fortunately the BLCA rose to the task of managing CLP shortly after it was identified as
invasive and unwanted. The BLCA at one point tried harvesting CLP but that was not very
effective. The BLCA then contracted with Lake Management to locate the areas where CLP
was a nuisance [the surveys] and then apply the herbicide. We have learned since the early
efforts of treating CLP that it is impossible to eradicate this pesky lake resident, but with
annual treatments it can be managed, and with the help of Lake Management CLP has been
adequately managed. [Note: This is not the “weed” spraying that some lake residents pay
Lake Management for individual localized treatments.]
However, like any other management project, managing CLP takes funding. Stable and
predictable funding for this ongoing management effort came in the form of the Three Lake
Improvement District [TLID], approved by Sherburne county in 2016. The TLID has been
funding and managing CLP, and the other bothersome AIS known as Eurasian water milfoil [EWM], ever since. The surveys and spraying for CLP take place in the spring, while
the surveys, spraying and hand pulling take place in mid-to-late summer.
So when a neighbor or friend asks: Have they sprayed for the weeds yet? give them an informed answer: See above background
CLP survey was completed
on May 8
CLP herbicide treatment
done on May 14
A total of 51.7 acres on
Julia, Briggs and Rush we
treated in 2018 for CLP
See map for locations on
each lake.
(Spraying and hand pulling
for EWM…..coming this
summer.)
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This ‘n That

The Lake Report

Please send news about BLCA members to Adele Munsterman so that a card may be sent for such things as anniversaries, illness or a death in the family.
Please email her at: wmunst1007@aol.com

Briggs Lake Chain Association
See us on the Web at:
https://www.briggslakechainassociation.com
Email us at blca@briggslakechainassociation.com
Webmaster: Mike Flanery
Karen Nielsen The Lake Report Editor
And Green Sheet contact
320-293-0394 or Email: kmn@midco.net
Brad Kipp, Membership Data Updates:
bradkipp1@gmail.com Phone: 952-431-0632
The Lake Report is published for the benefit of BLCA
members and lake residents.
Please submit articles and feedback by the 20th of
the month for inclusion in the next issue.
(Please Email your article to the Editor.)

EVENTS & REMINDERS
1) BLCA membership meeting & picnic 10:00 a.m., June 9th @
Palmer Park .
2) You can find a copy of our handy dandy ‘Welcome’ booklet on
the www.briggslakechainassociation.com website.
3) We will be requesting a stronger police response to illegal
fireworks. The BLCA sponsors a 4th of July fireworks show
worth several thousand dollars. (The beautiful colors of fireworks contain heavy metals which contaminate our
lakes...let’s work together to minimize the damage!)

What are Littoral Zones?
Now that it's June, the true boating season has begun. While you're out enjoying the lake this summer, there are a few concepts that will help
you become a more informed boater and lake steward.
We'll start with a definition: the littoral zone. The littoral zone is the area of the lake that is less than 15 feet deep and where sunlight can reach
the bottom. (Editors Note: Basically all of Julia and Rush & most of Briggs!!!) The littoral zone is usually where you will find the majority of
aquatic plants since they need sunlight to grow. The littoral zone is also important habitat for fish, shorebirds and aquatic invertebrates because
the plants give them refuge from predators and there is abundant food available.
The littoral zone and the plants and organisms living there are sensitive to boat use. When a boat speeds through the littoral zone, the propeller
can cause disturbance. First, it stirs up the lake sediment, re-suspending nutrients (phosphorus) into the water. These nutrients can then feed
algae and cause and algal bloom. This stirring can also decrease the water clarity because of additional particles suspended in the water column.
Secondly, props can cause direct damage to aquatic plants, cutting them up. Thirdly, props and wave action can disturb sensitive habitat for
spawning fish and other organisms.
What you can do is make sure you drive slowly through littoral areas or avoid them entirely. Imposing a speed limit doesn't always help because
studies show that "near plane" speed, 6-8 mph, has maximum potential for stirring up lake sediments.
To determine where the littoral zone is in your lake, you can use the RMB Environmental Laboratories mapping tool: http://www.rmbel.info.
Click on the Lakes Program logo on our home page, and on the next page click on the mapping tool logo. Click in the lakes box, the bathymetry
box and the littoral zone box. You can search for your lake at the top of the page and it will zoom in. You will then see your lake in blue, and the
littoral zone in pink.

Enjoy the lakes! This article was written and shared by Moriya Rufer at RMB Environmental Laboratories (218-846-1465)
Palmer Township
The Palmer Township Board meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm in the Township Hall. Let Kelly McCann know of
agenda items by email at: palmertwp@gmail.com by noon on Tuesday before the meeting.
Or call her at 743-2100. Our website is: www.palmertownshipmn.org
Clear Lake Township
The Clear Lake Township Board meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Township Hall. Let the Township clerk
know of agenda items by Thursday morning before the meeting. To contact Clear Lake Township, please call 320-743-2472 or
email the Township Clerk at: clearlaketwp@hotmail.com
Our website is: www.clearlaketownship.org

