PACIFIC MANOR SHOPPING CENTER
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Pacific Manor Shopping Center a.k.a. Coastside Shopping Center - was the very

first large shopping center on the coastside. Prior to that, small markets servicing

the coastside were Dick Plate's County Road Market in Sharp Park, the Sharp Park
Food Market, Anderson's Store, and Louise's Rockaway General Store, among others.

The growing bedroom community needed a larger, more diverse option for shoppers.
Homes were going up all over the coastside, babies were being born in record
numbers, and they needed more than what the small markets could provide. Having
a variety of shops and services in one location was just the ticket, the firm of Morris
& O'Brien, which owned the land and built the Sea Vue theater 3 years prior), had

a project in mind. Plans were drawn up for what was to be named "Manor Plaza
Square" To sell the project, Pacific Development company Perry Bygdnes was the
main spokesperson for the proposal. The architects who were hired for the project,
Hurt, Trudell and Berger intensively researched shopping habits before a final layout
was decided upon. The Super-X market owned the property from 1953-on; it was
the anchor store (as Purity Market would be three years later, for the Linda Mar
Shopping Center). Designed in a rustic, western-theme, very popular in the 1950s,
the shopping center has not changed much from its original design, which
distinguishes it from the larger Linda Mar Shopping Center, which underwent
significant renovations in 1997.

As happens, the idea had a few minor roadblocks; this was a $5,000,000

project that, in 1953, was almost doomed from the start by the state division

of highways, who planned to realign the coast highway. The state's plan was that
the highway would pass through the area of the proposed shopping center.



1953 aerial shot of the plot reserved for the Pacific Manor Coastside Shopping Center
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Harold Sommers, advance planning engineer, warned that if the Pacific Development
company succeeded in building the center that the state could start condemnation
proceedings on the center at any time. When told that their project was threatened,
Sommers was told by Perry Bygdnes, the development company secretary-treasurer,
that the general plan for the entire $15,000,000 residential and commercial Pacific
Manor project were already approved by the county and state in 1946. The state highway
division indicated tentatively earlier this year, that the highway would not pass through
the site, but that a revised plan would cut away a large part of the building site and
parking area, Bygdnes, responded that: "....the project cannot be moved, because a
$3,000,000. theater had already been constructed, a S200,000. supermarket has
been planned, and commitments have been made for a $300,000 motel."

By late 1953, with those issues resolved, the shopping center was a "go". Anchoring
the center was the very first supermarket in San Mateo County, named Super-X.
Owned by the firm of Morris & O'Brien, Super-X was touted as "The most modern

in all Northern California." The shopping center was surrounded by sand on the

west, the Seavue Theater, built in the early 1950s and opened on May 23, 1951

on the north, and east of the lot - across the street - was Owl Rexall Drugs and Pacific
Manor Hardware Store. Super-X was a $200,000 market with parking accommodations
for 300 autos, and was flanked on the left by Pacific Plaza Furniture and on the right
by Coast Variety, owned by Larry Laber, Joseph and Phillip Karp. Other stores soon
followed: Laber's Shoes, owned by Larry Laber, run by Tom Laber; Mode O' Day Frock
Shop, Jenell's for Style, Save More Meat Market, O'Brien's Clothing for Men and Boys,
Pacific Manor Hardware (which moved from across the street), Weldon's Ladies and
Children's Apparel, Manor Laundromat, and Jimmy Washington's Chevron Service
(full-service gas station).
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The Sea Vue was a stand-alone theater in 1951 when it opened, but eventually
became a part of the Pacific Manor Coastside Shopping Center .

Other stores soon followed: Laber's Shoes, owned by Larry Laber, run by Tom
Laber; Mode O' Day Frock Shop, Jenell's for Style, Save More Meat Market,
O'Brien's Clothing for Men and Boys, Pacific Manor Hardware (which moved
from across the street), Weldon's Ladies and Children's Apparel, Manor
Laundromat, and Jimmy Washington's Chevron Service (full-service gas station).

Super-X had 4 days of its Grand Opening, with a "soft" opening on December

2, 1954. Ads for the new supermarket boasted: "We have 20,000 square feet

of the newest most convenient shopping area you've ever had the pleasure of
using. Extra wide aisles, roomy stock shelves designed to add to your enjoyment
of shopping in this completely modern one stop shopping center located right

here on the coastside. Only minutes from your home and no parking worries

to vex you. That frustrating standing in line at the check stand has been

shortened by one third with the installation of automatic turntable check stands.
Just unload your cart onto the stand and your purchases are carried automatically
to the checkers hands, speeding the registering of the sale." The shopping

center itself included the Sea Vue building, which at that time included George
Lee's Save More Meat Market - which is still in business and Mar-Clif Photography
Studio. From 1955-today, other businesses have come and gone in the Pacific Manor/
Coastside Shopping Center, Through the years, many shops changed hands

or were replaced. The center expanded, allowing for medical and dental offices,

a liquor store, and more. In 1967, Super-X Market was replaced by Brentwood,
and in 1986, Brentwood was replaced by Safeway, which is still in business
Pacific Manor Plaza shopping center.
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Pacific Manor PIaza!Coaslsn'Je Shoppmg Center in progress: prep for Super-X Market

-PACIFIC MANOR, Apnl 12— nessmen in Edgemar,. Mnnor Vil-

called. The ' Pacific: Manor Busi. up by-laws. They are Laxry Laber

-

The aim .of the new gI’Ollp will my Wa‘hlngton of. Washmgtons
be to promote business withia the | chevron Gas Station; Hal Honore, |
area, and civic improvement. Its manager of the Sea:Vue ‘theater,

and Julian Cohn, attorney. Cohn’
will ‘draw-up. the' by-laws and |
articles of mcorporatmn that will
establish the group s a non-
profit corpora.tlon \

The next meeting of the new.
association will be held Wednes-|
day.at 8 p. m..in the Earle C. Si-|.
delle realty office in- Pacific
Manor. | April 12, 1955 .

I

new addition.  may 13, 1953

Two I_%w Stores
For Pacific Manor

{Times County News Service)

PACIFIC MANOR, May 13.—A
“Super X Market" will be in
operation here soon. The large,
new market building will be con-
structed west of the Sea Vue thea-
tre parking lot, with adequate
space in front of the markét to ac-
commodate shoppers.

Negctiatons have been signed
in Pacific Manor for a furniture
and appliance store to be located
next to the market.

E. C. Sidelle and Company, real-
tors, report that the first house on
the hill, a continuation of Manor
drive, toward Skvline boulevard,
is almost aumpleted and will be
opened as a model home for this

F§"

ﬂl“ﬂ'ﬂaﬂm -~ a

'GROWING CENTER o2

co AST ORGANIZES ' Manor Plaza already houses
| ‘the Plaza Furniture store, the
g Mar-Clif Photo Studio, a real es-

MERGH ANTS GRO“P tate ofice, and a cleaner. A huge
o Super X Market is now beinb built,

(T es Conniy, News Service) " | membership will be open to busi-¢ | and will be open by the end of the
\Iorth Coastside now has a-mer-{lage and Pacific Manor. - - year. A varlety store'is QXDM
-|chants association which Was-or-{ A temporary. steering commit- | | to open there early in 1955, and

ganized in Pagific Manor, to be{tee of five: was elected -to draw a bank Is also being. eyad . as

ness ‘and Professional association, | o¢ coast’ Variety; Mrs.. Carl Wood among the occupants Of the ShO])
a non-profit corporation. - - | of Manor House restaurant;”Jim-| | pin g center.
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The San Mateo counly Coaslside’s first super-
market in history will throw open its doors to

shoppers tomorrow morning at § am. on {he
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distriet. The §300,000 market wilh parking ac-
commodations for 300 autos was built, and wilt
be operated, by the Super X Market chain, which

P.u.nhc Manor Piaza. new north coast >hoppu‘.,,

GORSTSIDE TO HAVE
FiRST SUPERMARKET

g s (Times Coanlr News Sereleed

PACITIC MANOR, Nov. 20—The Super X market that has been
awaited by North Coastsiders will open iis doors tomorrow.

AL @ am. the doors wiil open in Pacific Maror on Manor Plaza
square, in the newlv established shopping district. The new Super X
market has over 20,000 square [eet, huge cnough, reported company
officials, 1o store five {ull railroad :relght cars of merchandise withia

its 8.000 square feet of storage space.

The $300.000 market is described -~
by its owners, the firm of Morris
& O'Brien, as the most modern in
all Northern Calilornia. Among
its special Ieatures are wide, reomy
laisles, automatic turntable check-
‘out syslem, pintsized shopping
carts for kiddics and even special
lights to properly age and tender-;
ize meat.

The vew market is the fifth
and largest of the 20-year-old
Super X chain, all of them lo-
cated in the Bay Arca, lts owners
expeet it 1o sell §1,500,000 worth
of produets in a year. Its shelves
nre atready stocked with $200,010
warth of merchaudise, according
ta Fmameil Coxta. mana©er of

now has five stores in the bay area.

------------ - ARy mwrermeeeey == LS |

the markel. |
Costa explained  that  “sell-!
scrvice” will be the rule in the en-
tire market, but special cuis will |
be made in the meat department
upon request. To assure maximum
accessibility, arehitects Hurt, Tru-
deil and Berger made an intensive
research study of shopping habits
of patrcus of othet Super X mar-
ke:s before deciding upon the lay-
oul [or this enec. [
The firm of Morris & O'Bricn
purchased th2 property over a year |
ago but the aclual building of the
market was delayed until deler
mination of the routing of the new
unit of Coast highway was estab-
lished. For awhile tLherc was
langer that a projected widening
y» realignment of ti:e present high-
way would cut through the park-
ing space, where f{acilities are now
srovided to care for 300 cars.
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Watch for our Grand Opening

L NEW
COASTSIDE

SUPER X
MARKET

the Welcome Mat will be out
for YOU at the

(eel hl| 0 newes! most convenient shopping area
10 er hod the plecsere of wsing.

20,000 squos

our purchases are
the checkers hands, speeding the registe

(fresh Fraite
'Yegetahles

1 w1 always at Sy
Market

] s

CANNED GOODS i1 -
ariety, every brand is featur

IT'S JUNE IN JANUARY - in our frozen food dept. OUR DELICATESSEN i -
ML Wl Iosagimatie vess sure bt to start your palat THE SUPER X LIQUOR

M

Everything for your household needs under aurl
your com enmuuds&wgpf

SUPER X

in Pacific Manor Plaza
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g ed entirely for
NOTIONS ond T(HlE_‘mIS
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i Come to the

PET PARADE

. and while your pet is looking his best

R Mar - Clif
Studio !

Ask about our Pet Parade Special
Saturday Only

While-U-Wait

Now In Pacific Manor

To thank vou for vour

)}) derful

SHOE REPAIR ... ey shop . .

Appnecmngu SPECIALS — Fri. and Sal,
Children’s Heels. . . 50¢

FREE Heel Plates With Every Pair of New Shoes
Expert Repair Lowes! Prices
Orthopedic Work  Dyeing

Laber’s Shoes & Repair

MANOR PLAZA PACIFIC MANOR

won-
support  of  our new

|
i
|
|
|
|

A huge new shipment of toys just arrived. Tovs for the

voung-uns, games for adults, fun-makers for voung

and old, at the Coastside’s largest variely store—~(oast
Variely,
This year, shop fur Christmas early—start vowm

lavaway plan today

For Boys. ..
Trucks, Cars, Steamshovels

For Girls. ..
Cale Mix Sets, Dishes, Dolls

For Adults . . .

MONOPOLY . . . . . . ..
SCRABBLE . . . .....
SKIP-A-CROSS . . . . . . .

Also ROOK, PIT,

FrRom

98

$2.98
$3.00
$2.00

PLAYING CARDS, SCORE PADS

You get PURPLE STAMPS with every purchase

Coast Variety

Coastside Shopping Center PPacific Manor

L
4
o)
-
=5
o
-
=
-
-
)
e
-
=
o
'
=
-
—
~
&=
-
=
-




SERVING THE ENTIRE NORTH COASTSIDE OF SAN MATEO COUNTY

Coastside Tribune:

#f e MANOR VILLAGE —— SHARP PARK —— VALLEMAR — BROUKAWAY BEACH — FEDRO VALLEY — SAN FriI
— - MAR

SUPERMARKET TO OPEN SUNDAY;
MANOR PLAZA BOOM PREDICTED

Golf Links anke Talked B8
To Stay in By Mothers on =

Manor Drive

New Clty e

A bit of San Francisc

Super-X
Sees Huge
Volume

The Coastside’'s long-await.
od first supermarket. a huge
Super-X will throw open ity
foors at ® a.m. Sunday in Mans
or Plaza Square in Pacific
Manor

Harry
w Drive

ys & erew of 40 haa
ng day and dight
can “come in and get
time for Tk
. A grand openlag
staged a few wesks

ll IG'\IAII I CHECKOUT
) markel is desorib-
af

: Daly Endorsed

« By Democrats

& third bebow

The opening of the Comst
side's Mt supermarket  has
has many  remiflcations  for
( castsiders. For comment, s
the editorial “The Market and

Bus Booths Due;
|No More Smoking

BOON TO BUSINESS

ONLY THREE DAYS AWAY: A freshiy detternd Super X sign

st Kverybsly

Variety Store Opens Pt oy
Too-With Sale, Santa i
for Skyline Link--Date Still Mystery iyl " ity

ANTA COMING

READY POl THE OPENING of their sew Const Varltly stors
met b Saper- X dn Paciiic Maner, Larry Laber. Irv Mergantbal
] " o the cmaneraman beside 8 rounber

bl st king The Grand (pening bs today through
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Owl Rexall Drugs ,

priorto i

6A Pacifica Tribune — 2 The Wave Dec. 31, 1986

Super X, Brentwood, Safeway

ts move to the Pacifica Coastside Shopping Center in 1957.

Eda Molinari is Retiring From Behind the Counter

Eda Molinari has been the friendly
lady on the other side of the grocery
checkout counter in Pacifica for near
ly a quarter of a century

She's made a lot of friends, many
of whom do not know her name, but
will remember her kindnesses and
courtesies and casual, warm ap
proach

Today (Wednesday) is her last
day at work after 18 vears at what is
now the Safeway Store in Pacific
Manor Village Shopping Center but
which prior to that was Brentwood
Market. Eda started in the food
business in 1962 at the Super X
Market in Eureka Square (now Food
town) and has seen a lot of changes
not only in foods, prices and people,
but also in the configuration of super-
markets in Pacifica. The Manor
Safeway Store was originally Super X
and owners Morris and O'Brien later
put a second store in Eureka Square
and hired Eda

She began her retail career in the
mid 50s, shortly after she and her late
husband moved to Pacifica, as a clerk
in Larry Labor’s variety store, later
owned by Joe Karp and then located
where Pacifica Pharmacy is now,
just north of the market

‘I'm happy and I'm sad,"” said

Eda. "I love my job and I always

have. I know I'm going to miss it. I've
made a lot of friends."”” She expects to
have trouble adjusting away from her
4 a.m. reporting time, which began
when Safeway went to 24-hour opera-
tion. "I'm a night person; I liked the
hours.” Her husband, Dave, a
teamster, died seven vears ago while
they were residing in San Bruno.

She recently moved back to
Pacifica. Her daughter, Jackie
Bengle, and her husband, Gerald, live
in Sharp Park. She has two grand
daughters, Davina Lynch, formerly of
Pacifica, now of F'resno; and Shauna
Bengle, Pacifica.

Eda grew up in San Francisco,
met her husband, from Butte, Mont.,
there, and they visited the Coastside
“while we were dating,”" moved here
in 1952 after they were married

The store Christmas party at the
Moose Lodge on Dec. 6 featured a
cake big enough to say both “Merry
Christmas" and “Happy Retire-
ment,” for Eda. “What a big sur-
prise,”” she said. Everybody al the
store, including customers who'd
heard she was leaving, had nice
things to say about Eda this week

“We all call her momma,"" said
Theresa Coyle. “*She's always looking
out for the other person. We'll really

Eda Molinari.

miss her.”

Eda had things to say, too;
“Carlo (Calderoni, store manager
now ) is the best manager ever. Well,
wait, there was my friend, Don Ruiz
(former manager of Brentwood
Market), he's simply great, too. And,

..last day today

Snowy Snodgrass, can't forget him
Snodgrass was Super X manager at
Fureka Square). There are so many
nice people, including Frank
Camilleri, now assistant manager!,
he's so nice to work with. 1 wish 1
could mention evervhody.”



