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Pedro Point:
Pacifica’s Landmark
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THE SAN FRANCISCO EXAMI

HOWTOG0TO

" SEA WITHOUT»

LEAVING LAND

Mark Daniels Tells of a Beach
Trip. That Lovers of Out-
doors Surely Will Appreciate

HIE followwing article by Mark

Daniels, formerly superintend-
ent of the United States ndtionel
parks, is onc of @ s&ics of interesi-
ing papcrs on ‘“‘hikes” around Sun
I'rancisco. The article printed here-
with i an eloquent invitation to
plcturesque and unusual tramp, an
opportunity to ‘‘go to sca on dry
l(md.” s

BY MARK DANIELS.

In the early days of the history of
San Francisco those who were unable
to shake off the love of horseflesh ac-
quired in their youth were con-
fronted with a problem that secmed
almost impossible of solution. Horses
were to be found of unsual grace _uf

limb and fleetness of foot, hut there
was no stretch of level road where
they might be exercised and where
their speed could be tested. Propai-
nent among the fanciers of racing
stock was Richard Tobin.

Succumbing to his fancy for horses
Tobin established a ranch and stock
farm in San Pedro valley about one-
half mile back from the ocean shore
in San Mateo county. Here he suc-
cessfully bred and raised some of the
finest stock that was to be found in
this part of the State. But the
country was hilly and there seemed
to be na long level stretch where he
could Jet loose the reins over the
flanks of his flashing trotters. In
a search for such a place Tobin and
others finally hit upon the use of the
beach along the shores of the Pacific.
RACES GET POPULAR.

It was found that there was a
stretch of seventeen 1miles or so
running south from the Cliff House
which, at low tide, made an excel-
Jent course obstructed onlv by a
point of land known as Mussel Rock
which projects almost to the water's
edge at low tide. Trotting races soon
became most popular,

Tobin, in order to avoid the ne-
cessity of driving his horses to San
Francisco over the county road final-
ly built a tunnel through Mussel
Rock so that he might drive the full
length of the beach at low tide. This
tunnel has since caved in so that it
is not now passable, but it still re-
mains as a landmark and a mute
testimonial to the determination
which characterized residents of our
city even in their sports. \

Despite the fact that the city is
surrounded upon three sides by salt
water it is safe to hazard a guess
that very few who live here have
ever taken the walk along the water’s
edge from the Cliff House south to
Mussel Roek, and yet there are, per-
haps, few stretches of coast line so
exquisite and varied in character or
80 replete with fascinating features.

It also has the added advantage
of subjecting no one to that more
violent form of walking and climbing
the pleasure of which varies accord-
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Every step of the way is marked
with subtle changes in the sea and
cliffs. Under foot are shells and
treasures of the deep cast up by the
sea. QGulls circle overhead and fleet-
ing clouds east their moving shadows
athwart the sparkling path.

FIN. FOR APPETITES.:

If you have never experienced that
type of appetite which dwells with
longing upon the thoughts of some-
thing edible even though it be ill
served just take this trip along this
shore line. When you come to San
Pedro valley you will find a little
wayside inn set back a halfmile or
go from the shore where a former
chef’ of one of our leading hotels
cooks ‘‘mussels bordelaise” in a. man-
ner that he evidently Kept secret
during the time of his employment in
the city.

They are neatly served by his
wife, and it is of record that in every
instance they have disappeared from
the plate of the tramper like dew
before the morning sun, If time will
permit you may take a plunge in the
sunwarmed waters of lL.aguna Salada
round the shores of which John Mec-
Targn .is cnthusiastically planting
tre and shrubs with a skill that
will ‘add another testimonial to his
love of nature.

The return may be made by the
the Ocean Shore Railroad and there
im no objection on the part of
that company to the removal of shoes
for the purpose of shaking out any
sand that may have accumulated in
them.

———— e — e ]
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