        WWII: Japanese Coastside Communities 
Sharp Park and neighborhoods that are today Pacifica did not have a Japanese community before and during World War II, according to the 1940 census. However, south, in El Granada, Montara, Half Moon Bay and Pescadero, there were hundreds of Japanese who had arrived in the early 20th century and started flower growing and vegetable farming. They were thriving, even though the Japanese by law were not eligible to become American citizens or own land (laws that were not lifted until 1952).
The Japanese had created a close-knit community, particularly in Pescadero. They operated an Asian market, a judo school, a Buddhist Temple and a Japanese language and cultural center, according to Marie C. Baca, an El Granada-based journalist who did extensive research for the Half Moon Bay Review (Dec. 30, 2015). However, were devasted by President Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066 on Feb. 19, 1942. The Japanese were forced from their homes, most to Tanforan racetrack, and, eventually, to internment far inland.
One was Tsunematsu Kuwahara, a Pescadero farmer who was taken into custody by a deputy sheriff and an FBI agent on March 28, 1942, on suspicion of being a “dangerous enemy alien,” according to Baca. Kuwahara, who never had any charges filed against him, received no trial by jury and was never permitted a lawyer. He was not released until 1946, a year after the end of WWII. 

Kuwahara spent two months detained at Sharp Park. He then was transferred to internment camps in Lordsburg and Santa Fe (both in New Mexico). At one point he was held at Fort Lincoln in Bismark, N.D. For years, he was separated from his family, who were at Topaz War Relocation Center in Delta, Utah. Eventually, the Kuwahara family was reunited in Crystal City, Texas. After the war, the Kuwaharas moved around the Bay Area, eventually returning to Pescadero. They were one of the few Japanese families to return to the coast, according to Baca’s reporting.

Another of the Pescadero families were the Imamuras. One of the Imamura children is Naomi Patridge, who became a seven-term mayor of Half Moon Bay. She recalled in the Half Moon Bay Review the hardships at Tanforan, the racetrack-turned-detention center, where Japanese lived horse stalls, grandstands and barracks for months before being sent by train to Topaz: “We felt very lucky to have been given a clean horse stall because we were a family with children. Some people had stalls where the manure was just whitewashed over.”

Another family forced from Pescadero were the Yoshifuzis who had farmed alongside the Kuwahara family for decades. One of those Yoshifuzi family members, Diane Matsuda, is a civil rights lawyer who represents the Japanese Community and Cultural Center of San Francisco on the Sharp Park Memorial Committee. It’s the committee behind the interpretive panels at the detention site.

The Japanese who returned after the war had to start from scratch. In Montara, Yunosuke Takahashi, a pioneer of local flower businesses, returned. Takahashi was a former horticulture professor at the University of Tokyo who introduced dehydration of flowers in Montara in 1911. He used the Ocean Shore Railroad to transport straw flowers to San Francisco’s Flower Market. By the 1930s, he shifted to cut fresh flowers and was prominent in that industry. (Historic Resource Study for GGNRA/San Mateo County by Mitchell Postel, 2010). 

As the small numbers of his neighbors returned from the camps, Takahashi took them in until they could get back on their feet. His property was on Sunshine Valley Road in Moss Beach, now part of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
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The Sato family (1940 photo above, from GGNRA’s resource study), who had first settled near Half Moon Bay in 1932 as flower growers, also returned after their Topaz internment. 
According to Mitchell Postel’s study:
“The family was finally allowed to go back to San Mateo County. Sam Sato remembered coming through Vallejo [from Utah] and seeing the fog: ‘It sure reminded me of the coastside. Something that I felt really good about inside – coming back to the coast after four years.’ Of course, the Satos had no idea what they were coming home to. Sam recalled that coastside artist Galen Wolf kept the family’s personal belongings in his barn [near Half Moon Bay]. Wolf reportedly had to protect these belongings from his brother, who wanted to burn them. Wolf threatened his sibling with his shotgun, and that saved the Satos’ things. Later, when one of [the Satos’] sisters gave birth, she named the boy Galen after [their] friend.”

The Satos restarted their business, leasing land from an Italian family at nearby Denniston Creek. However, because of financial ruin due to internment, they lived in a small shack with no running water or indoor plumbing. It was not like the comfortable farmhouse they had before the war, recalled family members. Later they built a second place, further up the canyon from the first. It was nicer. It had a toilet, according to Postel. Two Sato bachelor brothers, by then well-known community members, lived there until old age. 
--By Laura Del Rosso, PHS Board Member

