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Perfect Match – In Movies Only! 

   
Many pet owners find themselves, by choice or other, living with more than one dog or pet 
at a time. We’ve never shared our lives with less than 3 and we have had as many as 4 dogs, 
3 cats and 2 parrots.  
 
While an honest desire to enjoy twice the companionship has the potential to yield 
interspecies bliss, it is not without possible complications. Transitioning from a 1-dog 
family to a 2 or multiple dog household requires careful planning. 
 
I would like to share some helpful ideas on picking the appropriate addition and focus on 
some tips for introducing a new family member (of any species). 
 
First, why do you (and we include ourselves in this) want another pet? Mentioned above is 
perhaps the best possible motive, A simple answer is to share more pleasure with the 
existing rapture of sharing a life with one dog! These dog lovers, who consider pets part of 
the family, are usually on the right track. Without judgement, here are some others I have 
encountered over a more than 20-year span as a trainer, behaviorist and board certified 
“human” counselor.  

FILLING THE VOID 
 

We know the grief of anticipating the death of an aging or ill pet. Some prefer integrating a 
puppy into the family to help them fill the void that occurs after the death of a pet. Others 
choose before if the existing pet is a well-trained (focusing on dogs) dog. Let’s face it. We all 
need mentors. Dogs who grow up with well-behaved dogs have good role models. Here are 
some thoughts to consider:  
 
• The new dog may primarily be to fulfill the owner’s future loss. 
• The older dog is usually not the beneficiary of the puppy’s comfort and support. 
• A new pup can undermine the mental or physical health of an aging or ill dog.   
• Aging or ill dogs require attention and time, leaving little for the new addition. 
• The normal or playful activity of a puppy may be annoying or injurious to an older 

animal. Limiting contact between an older pet and the new puppy is a must. 
• The Plus: A well-adjusted & well-trained older dog “in good health” may welcome the 

antics of a puppy. They will role model, in a language that the pup understands.  
• The older dog should be given the same attention and maintain the status they have 

been used too. 
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BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME 
 

These are cases that behavioral coaches do not want to hear about. Some people select a 
second dog because the first dog “didn’t work out’. The family may have wanted a rough, 
tough dog with lots of energy to withstand children. That is, until the pup or adult dog can’t 
take it anymore and mauls one of the children. Pups of certain breeds or mixes can quickly 
become 100lbs. Millions of adolescents (focus on the adolescent) dogs are sheltered or 
euthanized every year for biting a child. Newsflash: No judgement but if this happens once, 
consider it a learning experience. Do not let it happen again for the children and the dog’s 
sake. Puppies are not 7 at 1-year. That is chronological aging. Behaviorally, at one they are 
about 15 (genetics, environment, nature, nurture). Safe socialization, training, and 
supervision are a must. Otherwise, please consider fish or gerbils. Even then, supervise!  
 

TRY IT AGAIN 
 

A second motive that is less than ideal is the “try it again” dog. It is fine to be a novice 
puppy/dog parent. We were all at some point. It is not different than parents having 5-
children. Let’s face it. We knew more at the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th, then the 1st. Make sense?   
 
We cannot fix the mistakes from previous pets with more pets unless we make a 
commitment to learning more about the species, how they learn, and the best way to 
teach. We are all individuals. So are dogs. Not two, even in the same breed, are the same. 
 
A second dog will not actively “fix” the behavior of the current pet. Notice I didn’t say bad. 
Bad behaviors in dogs are specie–specific and most often learned when WE reinforce it. 
We don’t do it on purpose. It happens! If Buster digs holes and barks constantly, a second 
dog will likely create additional holes and harmonize with the first dog. The additional dog 
will likely have the same behaviors shaped as the first, unless we the people, commit to 
change through education. 

HUMANITARIAN 
 

Another good reason for acquiring a second dog is primarily humanitarian. Or is it? Dog 
lovers, including me, rescue strays, abused and abandoned animals. Personally, I have had 
dogs since childhood, pedigreed, mixed, big, small, deaf and three legged. They have 
taught me a LOT! 
 
Be prepared. Gather up your patience. Get as must history as you can. It may not be 
enough or honest. You can develop keen self-awareness by observing and managing. Start 
slowly. Neutral territory. One pet at a time for introductions. The pet should be free of 
disease, so isolate until you know.  
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3:3:3 Plan on decompression time. Not easy for humans. We magically want all the dogs to 
get along. Three days, three weeks, three months – and even 3 years may be needed. With 
this comes effort, common sense and management (for safety for humans and other pets).  
The most stressful thing to do is to immediately let a new member of the family off leash 
and free to roam. No yelling, no hitting, SUPERVISION & MANAGEMENT. If all family 
members are not on board, then hold daily family meetings.  
 
Consult with a behavioral coach or trainer who knows about multiple pet households. It 
makes a difference.  

THE BUDDY SYSTEM 
 

Another common reason for wanting to share the joy of pets is to provide companionship 
for the first dog. Ask the first dog first. There are obvious benefits for enjoying a “two-dog 
pack”.  Another pet can make long hours of isolation more interesting provided both dogs 
get along and are put in a position not to create havoc (i.e. confined to an area where they 
cannot do damage). Companionship can greatly reduce a dog’s level of boredom and 
channel energy into positive outlets like going on a sniffing walk together.   
 
While creating a “buddy system” is a valuable goal, success is not automatically achieved.  
The expectations placed on the second dog are greater than those of the first.  
 
If a dog parent is merely trying to duplicate the first dog, problems are almost assured, even 
within the same breed. Does the second dog need to measure up to the first dog? People in 
general can make unfair comparisons and expect unrealistic results or behaviors. 
 
Puppies are easier to shape but can have a ton of energy. Older adopted dogs must be safe 
with family members and other pets. Like us, some dogs have great people skills but lack 
dog skills. Resolution: Socialization and Manners, honest evaluation, and realistic 
expectations.    
 
Here’s an example: Wild canines (wolves) live in family units just like we humans! Each 
pack is composed of mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles and cousins. Even 
with this close relationship, the affiliation between individual dogs can break down.  
Serious conflicts can arise that can cause the death or banishment of a pack member.  
Each member must learn how to co-exist peacefully to survive within the pack. 
 
Domesticated dogs spend the first 8 weeks of life with their dog mom and hopefully 
humans who gently and safely introduce them to THINGS (eating, outdoors, play). BAM! At 
about 8-10 weeks pups are launched into a scenario of grooming and meeting more aliens!   
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A good metaphor: If we visit a foreign country and do not understand the language or 
culture, we guess and use translation. Children who are adopted outside of their culture 
need to get used to a new language. Humans do not speak fluent dog talk. Some learn to 
better than others.  
 
So, that was a lot to swallow, wasn’t it? Imagine an adopted dog or pup joining the family. 
The belief that two or three dogs will automatically get along is wishful thinking, just as 
adding a new pup to a family thinking it speaks English. They need to learn and this takes 
patience and time. 

MATCHMAKER 
 

Deciding on how to introduce a new dog may be based on what you are trying to 
accomplish. If your goal is to provide your other dog company, you need to be honest about 
that dog’s personality. Does your dog like other dogs? Will your current dog like the dog you 
choose? Will the dog be satisfied sharing you with another dog? How do other family 
members feel about this? Who will be responsible for the second dog’s care? Can you 
afford it? 

MALE vs. FEMALE (myth or fact) 
 

A general rule of thumb is to alternate the sexes, but this is not etched in stone. There is no 
guarantee of success or failure between dogs, sexes or species. Many male dogs live 
together in complete harmony while females will fight endlessly. A common assumption is 
that females are more passive than males, and that males engage more lovingly with their 
dog parents. Another, males are more protective.  
 
Really, is that true? Hasn’t been our experience within our pack. More likely, it is as 
situational and individual, as is our experience as dog parents. I know I don’t like everyone, 
but I can learn to tolerate them for a while.  Engaging, whether human-to-human, or dog-to-
dog, seems like a choice!  
 

GETTING TWO AT ONCE 
 

Not a bad idea if you can afford it and have the time and energy that two puppies demand.  
The advantage of taking two from the same litter or similar breeds is that they will likely 
develop at about the same rate physically and behaviorally, making it easier to focus on 
your behavior shaping efforts. 
 
Whatever you choose, living and learning with dogs is a learning experience. 
Enjoy the Journey.  Download the 3:3:3 and Dog to Human Age/ Behavior comparison chart 
at Dog Talk LLC.   
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