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SD-WAN is a virtual network overlay not directly
tied to any specific hardware or infrastructure. This
makes it well suited to the “as a service” and
cloud-based IT footprints of today’s organizations.
It applies software-defined networking (SDN)
principles to manage and control wide area
networks (WANs), optimizing connectivity for
branch offices and remote sites through multiple
internet connections. SD-WAN securely connects
users, applications, and data across locations. It
simplifies WAN management by centralizing control
and providing full network visibility. Using software
intelligence, SD-WAN routes traffic via the best
paths, ensuring fast, secure, and reliable
connectivity, even during disruptions.

In today’s fast-paced business environment,
companies of all sizes must leverage modern
technologies, to remain competitive. Software-
Defined Wide Area Networking (SD-WAN)
transformative solution that redefines how
businesses manage their network connectivity.
This white paper outlines the SD-WAN benefits for
small and mid-sized enterprises [1] and explains
why partnering with a trusted technology advisor
is essential for success.

What is SD-WAN

Cost Efficiency:
Combines lower-cost internet
connections (e.g., broadband or cellular-
4G/5G, e.g., Long Term Evolution LTE)
with premium options (e.g.,
Multiprotocol Label Switching-MPLS),
reducing overall networking expenses.

Performance and Reliability:
Dynamically routes traffic flows to meet
quality of service (QoS) requirements of
critical applications like video
conferencing, ERP systems, and cloud-
based tools operate optimally.

Flexibility and Horizontal Scalability:
It is flexible in terms of network policies
applied, due to software control; it
facilitates seamless expansion, whether
adding branch locations or enabling
remote work.

Why SD-WAN is a Game-
Changer for Small and Mid-
Sized Enterprises (SME)?
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According to IDC [2], the global SD-WAN market is
expected to grow at a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 31.2% from 2024 to 2030, driven by
increasing adoption among SMEs. Furthermore,
Gartner [3] highlights that by 2026, 70% of
enterprises will have implemented SD-WANs.
These trends underscore the importance of
embracing SD-WAN to remain competitive.
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Benefits of SD-WAN
Improved Application Performance

Ensures mission-critical applications receive
priority bandwidth.
Reduces latency and packet loss for cloud-
based services (e.g., Microsoft 365, Zoom).

Enhanced Security
Features integrated encryption, application-
based firewalls, intrusion prevention, URL
filtering, and Virtual Private Network (VPN)
tunnels to protect sensitive data.
Offers secure access for remote and distributed
workforces.

Centralized Network Management and Visibility
A centralized controller manages and controls
network actions, while local devices handle
traffic forwarding.
Administrators have full visibility into network
operations, simplifying issue identification and
resolution.
New branches can be deployed rapidly due to
centralized management.
Partnering with a managed service provider
(MSP) allows enterprises to focus on core
business activities without worrying about
network tasks.

Reduced Downtime
Includes automatic failover to backup
connections, ensuring uninterrupted
operations.

Virtualized Environment Capability
Enables organizations to manage and provision
virtual network resources, critical in dynamic
environments where resources alocation are
constantly changing.

Integrating SD-WAN with
Existing Infrastructure
One of SD-WAN’s strengths is its
adaptability. It integrates seamlessly with
existing network setups, allowing
businesses to:

Retain their current hardware and
connections, such as broadband, MPLS,
or cellular (4G, 5G).
Transition gradually from legacy
networking to SD-WAN without major
disruptions.

However, certain configurations may require
upgrades to fully leverage SD-WAN’s
capabilities. A thorough assessment by a
trusted advisor ensures a smooth
implementation.

Specific Services
Provided by SD-WAN
Traffic Optimization: Ensures critical
applications perform at their best.
Centralized Management: Simplifies
management, including monitoring and
adjustments across locations.
Cloud Integration: Improves connectivity
to SaaS platforms and cloud environments.
Built-in Security: Provides encryption,
firewalls, threat detection, VPN tunnels and
others.
Failover Capabilities: Automatically
switches to alternate paths during outages.
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For Additional Information Please Contact
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945-254-7979

https://www.abadvisorydynamics.com | 945.254.7979

Sound interesting?
Let’s talk.
Contact us today to get started!

The Essential Role of a
Trusted Technology Advisor
While SD-WAN simplifies network
management, its implementation and
optimization require specialized expertise. A
trusted advisor can play a pivotal role by:

Assessing and Evaluating: Analyzing your
current network and identifying specific
requirements.
Tailoring Recommendations: Proposing
solutions aligned with your business
objectives while balancing CAPEX and
OPEX considerations.
Vendor Selection and Relationship
Management: Identifying reliable SD-WAN
providers and managing vendor
relationships.
Providing Ongoing Support: Facilitating
seamless implementation and continuous
optimization.

Which Businesses Benefit
Most from SD-WAN?

Multi-Site Operations: Companies managing
significant traffic across multiple locations,
where delays can severely impact
operations, such as those in the retail and
banking sectors.
Cloud-Dependent Organizations: Businesses
relying on SaaS or cloud-based applications,
which are critical for the success of most
digital enterprises today.
Data-Sensitive Industries: Organizations
handling highly sensitive data, seeking to
enhance security and data isolation with SD-
WAN solutions. This includes sectors like
legal, education, government, healthcare,
and technology.
Legacy WAN Users: Businesses struggling
with outdated WAN infrastructure that
cannot meet the demands of modern IT
environments.
Cost-Conscious Organizations: Companies
burdened by legacy WANs with high CAPEX
and OPEX, looking for more cost-efficient
solutions.

References
"How SD-WAN is Changing the Game for IT Teams," TechRadar,
2023. https://www.techradar.com/opinion/how-sd-wan-is-
changing-the-game-for-it-teams

1.

IDC: Worldwide SD-WAN Infrastructure Forecast, 2024-2028:
https://www.idc.com/getdoc.jsp?containerId=US52449624

2.

Gartner Insights
https://techblog.comsoc.org/2023/03/14/gartner-changes-in-
wan-requirements-sd-wan-sase-assumptions-and-magic-
quadrant-for-network
services/#:~:text=By%202025%2C%2050%25%20of%20new,
services%20for%20their%20WAN%20connectivity

3.

Best SD-WAN Providers in 2024," Gartner, 2024. Available at:
https://www.gartner.com/reviews/market/sd-wan

4.

https://www.abadvisorydynamics.com/
https://www.techradar.com/opinion/how-sd-wan-is-changing-the-game-for-it-teams
https://www.techradar.com/opinion/how-sd-wan-is-changing-the-game-for-it-teams
https://www.idc.com/getdoc.jsp?containerId=US52449624
https://techblog.comsoc.org/2023/03/14/gartner-changes-in-wan-requirements-sd-wan-sase-assumptions-and-magic-quadrant-for-network-services/#:~:text=By%202025%2C%2050%25%20of%20new,services%20for%20their%20WAN%20connectivity.
https://techblog.comsoc.org/2023/03/14/gartner-changes-in-wan-requirements-sd-wan-sase-assumptions-and-magic-quadrant-for-network-services/#:~:text=By%202025%2C%2050%25%20of%20new,services%20for%20their%20WAN%20connectivity.
https://techblog.comsoc.org/2023/03/14/gartner-changes-in-wan-requirements-sd-wan-sase-assumptions-and-magic-quadrant-for-network-services/#:~:text=By%202025%2C%2050%25%20of%20new,services%20for%20their%20WAN%20connectivity.
https://techblog.comsoc.org/2023/03/14/gartner-changes-in-wan-requirements-sd-wan-sase-assumptions-and-magic-quadrant-for-network-services/#:~:text=By%202025%2C%2050%25%20of%20new,services%20for%20their%20WAN%20connectivity.
https://techblog.comsoc.org/2023/03/14/gartner-changes-in-wan-requirements-sd-wan-sase-assumptions-and-magic-quadrant-for-network-services/#:~:text=By%202025%2C%2050%25%20of%20new,services%20for%20their%20WAN%20connectivity.
https://www.gartner.com/reviews/market/sd-wan

