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PERIODIC TEST – I     SESSION 2021 – 22  

CLASS – X       SUBJECT: ENGLISH        

TIME: 1.5 HRS                                            M.M: 50  

Section   Total Weightage (50)  

A  Reading Skills  20  

B  Writing Skills and Grammar  16 

C  Literature Textbook  14 

 Total  50 

SECTION–A (READING)                     [20] 
1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.                (12) 
      (a) I was the last child of a small–time government servant, in a family of five  
      brothers. My very earliest memory of my father is as that of a district   
      employment officer in Koraput, Orissa. It was and remains as back of beyond  
      as you can imagine. There was no electricity; no primary school nearby and  
      water did not flow out of a tap. As a result, I did not go to school until the age  
      of eight; I was home–schooled. 

 (b) My father used to get transferred every year. The family belongings fit into the 
back of a jeep, so the family moved from place to place; without any trouble, my 
mother would set up an establishment and get us going. Raised by a widow who 
had come as refugee from the then East Bengal, she was matriculate when she 
married my father. My parents set the foundation of my life and the value system 
which makes me what I am today and largely defines what success means to me. 
(c) My father had been given a jeep by the government. There was no garage in the 
office, so the jeep was parked in our house. My father refused to use it to commute 
to the office. He told us that the jeep was an expensive resource given by the 
government; it was not „his jeep‟ but the government‟s. Insisting that he would use it 
only to tour the interiors, he would walk to his office on normal days. He also made 
sure that we sat in the jeep only when it was stationary. 
(d) That was our early childhood lesson in governance, a lesson that corporate 
managers learn the hard way. Indeed, some never do. 
(e) The jeep‟s driver was treated with respect like any other member of my father‟s 
office. As small children, we were taught not to call him by his name. We had to use 
the suffix „dada‟ whenever we were to refer to him in public or in private. When I 
grew up to own a car, a driver by the name of Raju was appointed. I repeated the 
lesson to my two small daughters. They have, as a result, grown up to call Raju, 
„Raju Uncle‟ – very different from many of their friends who refer to their family 
drivers as „my driver‟. 



(f) When I hear that term from a school or college–going person, I cringe. To me, 
the lesson was significant: You treat small people with more respect than big 
people. It is more important to respect your subordinates than your superiors. 
(i)  On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer any 
ten questions from the twelve that follow. (10 x 1 = 10) 
    (1) The narrator did not go to school until the age of eight because: 
         (a) there was no electricity in his village 
         (b) there was no primary school nearby his home 
         (c) water did not flow out of a tap 
         (d) All of these 
   (2) The narrator‟s family moved from place to place every year because: 
         (a) they did not get as good school as he desired 
         (b) they did not get as good home as he desired 
         (c) of lack of drinking water 
         (d) his father used to get transferred every year 
   (3) The narrator‟s father parked the jeep of his office in his own house as: 
        (a) he has too much spare space in his house 
        (b) it was the order of his senior 
        (c) he needed that car even in his house 
        (d) there was no garage in the office 
  (4) According to the narrator‟s father, the jeep given by government is: 
        (a) a luxurious resource 
        (b) a cheap resource 
        (c) a cause for dullness 
        (d) an expensive resource 
  (5) „As small children, we were taught not to call him by his name.‟ Here „his  
        name‟ refers to: 
       (a) the narrator‟s name 
       (b) the narrator‟s father‟s name 
       (c) the narrator‟s teacher‟s name 
       (d) the driver of the narrator‟s father 
  (6) Choose the option that best captures the central idea of the passage. 
        (a) The corporate sector 
        (b) The life of a government employee 
        (c) The hurdles in the life of a government employee 
        (d) The life of a servant 
 (7) Which of the characteristics are apt about the writer in the following  
     context: “We had to use the suffix „dada‟ whenever we were to refer to him  
     in public or in private.” 
      (a) Soft–hearted    (b) Kind 
      (c) Disciplined    (d) Timid 
      (e)  Obedient    (f) Patient 
     (i) 1 and 4     (ii) 3 and 5 



     (ii) 4 and 5     (iv) 3 and 6 
(8) Select the option that makes the correct use of „significant‟, as used in the  
      passage. 
    (a) The results of the experiment are not statistically ………………….. 
    (b) The application forms have now been …………………. 
    (c) The number of people are ……………… increased. 
    (d) The food was ………………. better like her words. 
(9) Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of „commute‟. 
    (a) To travel regularly by bus etc. to work 
    (b) Connected with studying things 
    (c)  To force somebody to do something 
    (d)  To replace one punishment with another 
        (i) 1 and 3    (ii) 1 and 4 
        (iii) 2 and 4    (iv) 3 and 4 
 (10) The author explains the importance of discipline and kindness using the  
        example of: 
        (a) the government job of his father   (b) his home–schooling 
        (c) his life                (d) the life of a driver 
(11) What is the message conveyed in the last paragraph of the passage? 
        (a) Respect others            (b) Be generous 
        (c) Be kind to everyone           (d) Respect your subordinates 

      (12) The narrator learnt a lesson that: 
             (a) big people should be treated with more respect than small people 
             (b) small people should be treated with more respect than big people 
             (c) Both (a) and (b) 
             (d) Neither (a) nor (b) 
2. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.                  (8) 
    (a) The epidemic of drug abuse in young generation has assumed alarming  

             dimensions in India. Changing cultural values, increasing economic stress and  
             dwindling supportive bonds are leading to initiation of drug abuse. 

    (b) Drug addiction causes immense human distress and the illegal production and  
          distribution of drugs have spawned crime and violence worldwide. June 26 is  
          celebrated as international day against Drug Abuse. It is an exercise undertaken  
          by the world community to sensitize the people in general and the youth in  
          particular to the menace of drugs. 
    (c) The pattern of drug abuse in India has undergone changes over the years. Use  
         of drugs like charas, ganja, and opium was a tradition in some places of India,  
         where they were mainly used for ritualistic purposes. 
    (d) According to a UN report, one million heroin addicts are registered in India, and  
         unofficially there are as many as five million. Inhalation of heroin alone has given  
         way to intravenous drug use that too in combination with other sedatives and  
         painkillers. This has increased the intensity of the effect, hastened the process of  
         addiction and complicated the process of recovery. 

(e)  A large number of people commit suicide due to drug/alcohol/addiction. Drug  



      abuse is a complex phenomenon, which has various social, cultural, biological,  
      geographical, historical and economic aspects. The disintegration of the old joint  
      family system, absence of parental love and care in modem families where both  
      parents are working, decline of old religious and moral values etc. lead to a rise  
      in the number of drug addicts who take drugs to escape hard realities of life. 
(f)  Drug abuse is primarily due to the nature of the drug abused, the personality of  
      the individual and the addict‟s immediate environment. The processes of  
      industrialisation, urbanisation and migration have led to loosening of the  
      traditional methods of social control rendering individual vulnerable to the  
      stresses and strains of modem life. Drug abuse caused a detrimental impact on  
      the society. 
(g)  It has led to increase in the crime rate. According to the World Health  
      Organisation report 2002, 8.9% of the total burden of disease is due to use of  
      psychoactive substances. Adolescent drug abuse is one of the major areas of  
      concern in adolescent and young people‟s behaviour. It is estimated that in  
      India, by the time most boys reach ninth grade, about 40% of them have tried at  
       least one of the substance of abuse nature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(a) . On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer any 

eight questions from the nine given below.                                       (8 x 1 = 8) 

(i) What are the factors that cause drug abuse in young generation? 

    (a) Changing cultural values                      (b) Increasing economic stress 

    (c) Dwindling supportive bonds         (d) All of these 

    (ii) What is/are the adverse impact(s) of drug addiction? 

        (a) Enormous human distress                    (b) Illegal production of drugs 

        (c) Illegal distribution of drugs                    (d) All of these 

    (iii) According to the graph, how many people out of one crore committed  

          suicide due to drug addiction in Maharashtra in 2019? 

        (a) Nearly 142      (b) Nearly 122 

        (c) Nearly 132              (d) Nearly 112 

   (iv) According to a UN report, how many heroin addicts are registered in  

          India? 

       (a) One lakh              (b) Ten lakh 

       (c) One crore                                                 (d) Ten crore 

   (v) Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that  
        lists the causes of the rise in the number of drug addicts. 
        (a) Disintegration of joint family system 
        (b) Absence of parental love 
        (c) Decline of old religious and moral values 
        (d) Absence of enough money 
   (iv) Stress in modem life 
        (a) 1,2 and 4             (b) 2, 3 and 5 
        (c) 2, 3 and 4             (d) 1,2 and 3 

(vi) As per the graph, how many people out of one crore committed suicide  
      due to drug addiction in Mizoram in 2019? 
      (a) Nearly 76             (b) Nearly 52 
      (c) Nearly 45             (d) Nearly 17 
(vii) In the line “………………… drugs have spawned crime,” the word  
     „spawned‟ DOES NOT refer to: 
     (a) give a rise to something   (b) follow an old ritual 
     (c) provoke someone/something   (d) trigger a particular action or situation 
 
 
 
 
 



(viii) As per the WHO, what percentage of the total burden of disease is due  
 
        to the use of drugs? 
        (a) 10%  (b) 5.6%  (c) 8.9%   (d) 10.2% 
(ix) Choose the option that lists the correct answers for the following: 
        (a)  Peter, a seventeen–year–old student believes that drugs can help to  
               improve his focus in school. What kind of a person is Peter? 
        (b)  Mr Paul is a sports–person. He often consumes drugs to boost his  
              performance. What kind of a person is Mr Paul? 
             (i) 1 is a drug addict and 2 is not a drug addict 
             (ii) 1 is not a drug addict and 2 is also not a drug addict 
             (iii) 1 is a drug addict and 2 may/may not be a drug addict 
             (iv) 1 may/may not be a drug addict and 2 often consumes drugs 
 

                                    SECTION – B (WRITING AND GRAMMAR)                         [16] 
3. Write a letter to the Editor of a local newspaper complaining about employing minor  
    children both boys and girls as full domestic help is a common feature, also  
    advocating the need to stop such practice which deprives the children of their basic  
    rights. You are Kunwar/Shubhangi, B–36, Mayur Vihar, Phase–II, Delhi in about  
    (100–150) words.                   (8) 
                                                  OR 
4. You are Sakshi/Saksham, a customer of Excitel Broadband. Write a letter to the  
    customer care department, Excitel, in about 100–150 words regarding the poor   
service of the internet connection. You are a resident of 485, Ram Nagar, Shahdara.                               
                  (8) 
5. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct options for any four of the six  
    sentences given below.            (4 x 1 = 4) 
    (i) He who ……………… solution of the problem will lead the team. 
        (a) bring   (b) brings   (c) shall bring (d) have bring 
    (ii) The Indian team is very strong. It ……………. win the match. 
        (a) ought to   (b) may   (c) can  (d) will 
   (iii) Ravi had to put in …………….. hard work to come out with flying colours in  
        the board examination. 
        (a) few   (b) several   (c) much  (d) many 
   (iv) When one of the candidates ……………… caught copying, the others became  
         cautious. 
        (a) is    (b) was   (c) were  (d) are 
   (v) Nobody ………………. ask him about his intentions. 
        (a) dare   (b) dares   (c) daring  (d) dared 
   (vi) One goes to …………….. university to receive education so that he could  
        become……………. good citizen. 
        (a) a, the   (b) the, a   (c) a, a  (d) the, the 
6.Rearrange the following words and phrases into meaningful sentences. (4x1=4) 
   (a) has a / range / Hyde Park / wide / of / facilities 



   (b) lake / is / for / the / popular / boating / and swimming 
   (c) fear / farmers / displacement / from / economic zones / special / large–scale 
   (d) carefully / walk / lest / fall / should / you 

SECTION - C (LITERATURE)                                            [14] 
7. Answer the following questions in not more than 40 words(any 4).                (8) 

(a) What was the reason of Tricki‟s disappointing condition? 
(b) Who was Max? Why did he come in Ausible‟s room? 
(c) Why did Hari Singh come back? 
(d) What according to the poet will be the reason for the end of the world? 
(e) Who responded to Lencho‟s letter to God? Why? 

8. Answer one out of the following questions in about 100 words.                      (6) 
   (a) Why did Mrs Pumphrey think that the dog‟s recovery is “a triumph of surgery”?     
         Elaborate.  

OR 
       Did Lencho try to find out who had sent him the money? Why/Why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


