
 

 

           SAMPLE PAPER 

 HALF YEARLY EXAM     SESSION 2024 – 25 
CLASS – X 

TIME: 3 HRS       SUBJECT : ENGLISH   CODE – 301                   M.M:80 
General  instructions.   
(a) All the questions are compulsory. 
(b) You may attempt any section at a time. 
(c) All the questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order.   

This question paper is divided into three sections. 
Section  A – Reading    –  20 
Section  B – Writing and Grammar  –  20 
Section  C – Literature     –  40 

SECTION – A (READING)                               [20]   
1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.        (10) 
  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.        (10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  



SECTION – B [WRITING & GRAMMAR] 
 

3. You are a resident of Ram Nagar, Goa. You are concerned about the increasing number of floods in 
your city. Write a letter to the editor of a local newspaper “Jan Chetna” highlighting the problem and 
suggesting measures to check the problem in 100-120 words.                   (5) 

OR 
Highlight the importance of proper sewage disposal with an aim to create awareness among the city 

residents. Write a letter regarding the same to the editor of a national daily “Times of India” in 100-120 

words. You are Rena/Rohan of Nehru Nagar, Pune 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



5. Attempt any ten questions.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

SECTION – C  [LITERATURE]                       [40]  
6. Read the extract carefully and answer the questions that follow.             (5x1=5) 

An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy 
As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down 
All his young days into the harbor where 
His ball went. 
(a) Name the poem and the poet. 
(b) Where has his ball gone? 
(c) Who is „he‟ in the above extract? 
(d) What does the poet want the boy to learn? 
(e) How has the loss affected the boy? 

OR  
Has given my heart  
A change of mood 
And saved some part 
Of a day I had rued. 
(a) Name the poem and the poet. 
(b) What is the rhyming scheme of this stanza? 
(c) What had the poet thought of that day? 
(d) What had given the poet „a change of mood' ? 
(e) How has the crow changed the poet‟s mood? 

7. Answer two out of the three short answer type questions given below in about 40-50 words  
    each.                      (2x3=6) 

(a) Did Ausable know that it was the waiter who had knocked at the door? How can you say so? 
(b) How did Horace Danby manage to get rare and expensive books? 
(c) What foods Mrs. Pumphery used to send at the Surgery?   

8. Answer four out of five short answer type questions given below in about 40-50 words each.  
(4x3=12) 

(a) “These truly did resemble new silver coins”. What does this line refer to? Why? 
(b) What happened after the Dakota 088 pilot interred the stormy clouds?  



(c) Why was Mr. Keesing annoyed with Anne? What did he ask her to do? 
(d) What happened when the pilot turned the aeroplane twelve degrees west towards England? 

9. Read the following extract ad answer the questions that follow.                                           (5x1=5) 
The policy of apartheid created a deep and lasting wound in my country and my people. All of us will 
spend many years, if not generations, recovering from the profound hurt. But the decades of 
oppression and brutality had another, unintended, effect and that was that it produced the Oliver 
Tambos, the WalterSisulus, the Chief Luthulis, the Yusuf Dadoos, the Bram Fischers, the Robert 
Sobukwes of our time-men of such extraordinary courage, wisdom and generosity that their like may 
never be known again. 
(a) What is apartheid? 
(b) On what occasion did Nelson Mandela speak these words? 
(c) Who are the people mentioned by the author in the above extract?  
(d) What phenomenal change has occurred recently, as discussed by the author in this chapter? 
(e) What affect did the policy of apartheid had on the people of South Africa? 

OR 
That evening, after I‟d finished the rest of my homework, the note about the essay caught my eye. I 
began thinking about the subject while chewing the tip of my fountain pen. Anyone could ramble on 
and leave big spaces between the words, but the trick was to come up with convincing arguments to 
prove the necessity of talking. I thought and thought, and suddenly I had an idea. I wrote three pages 
Mr. Keesing had assigned me and was satisfied. I argued that talking is a student‟s trait and that I 
would do my best to keep it under control, but that I would never be able to cure myself of the habit 
since my mother talked as much as I did if not more, and the there‟s no more, and that‟s there‟s not 
much you can do about inherited traits. 
a. What is the main feature of an essay according to Anne? 
b. What did Anne argue in the essay? Why? 
c. What inherited traits does Anne talk about? 
d. Why was Anne‟s entire class anxious and nervous? 
e. What does Anne write in her first essay to support the habit of talking so much? 

10. Attempt any one out of the two long questions given below in about 100-120 words.               (6) 
       Describe the first flight of seagull.  

OR 
       Describe the landlord‟s and his wife‟s experience with the strange scientist.  
11. Attempt any one out of the two long questions given below in about 100-120 words.               (6) 

What does Mandela mean to say that oppressor and the oppressed alike are robbed of their humanity?  

                                                                OR 

       What information did Ausable give to Max about the invisible balcony? Why?  


