
 

 

 

 SAMPLE PAPER 
 HALF YEARLY EXAM     SESSION 2025 – 26 

CLASS  – IX 
TIME: 3 HRS                           SUBJECT : ENGLISH                               M.M:80 
General Instructions: 

(a) All the sections are compulsory. 
(b) This paper is divided into 3 sections. (i) Section – A Reading (20)             
        (ii) Section – B Writing and Grammar (20)       (iii) Section – C literature (40) 
(c) Please write down the serial number of the questions in the answer script correctly before        

attempting it.  
(d) Separate instructions are given with each questions, wherever necessary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

SECTION - B (GRAMMAR AND CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS) 

3. Choose the correct option:                 (10) 

   (a) Rohan __________ the movie before he read the review. 

        (i) watches  (ii) have watched  (iii) had watched  (iv) was watching  

   (b)  He __________ in the States but he still does not have a command over the English language. 

        (i)  have been living      (ii) has been living  (iii) have lived   (iv) living  

   (c)  By the next month, we shall __________ the project. 

        (i) A has completed` (ii) Completing  (iii) Completed  (iv) Have completed  

  (d)  Every boy and girl __________ in the class today. 

        (i) are present  (ii) is present   (iii) have present  (iv) had present 

  (e)  You ________ respect your nation. 

        (i) ought to  (ii) have to   (iii) will    (iv) can 

   (f) The boy, _______ was standing near the gate, is my brother. 

        (i) whom   (ii) who   (iii) which            (iv) none of the above 

   (g) The upcoming season ______ be the coldest of all. 

        (i) may   (ii) will    (iii) would            (iv) none of the above 

   (h) Mary _______ have missed the train.  

        (i) shall   (ii) need   (iii) ought to   (iv) must 

   (i) _______ in the class was attentive. 

        (i) All   (ii) Everyone   (iii) Each   (iv) Anyone 

   (j) My father _______ across an old colleague yesterday.  

        (i) Came              (ii) Come   (iii) Was coming  (iv) None of these 

 4.      CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS              (10) 

(a) You are visiting Manali tomorrow with your cousins. Write a diary entry in not more that 100-120 

words describing how you feel regarding the same.                                                                       (5) 

(b) The school took all students to a visit to the butterfly park in your city. Describe the place and what 

all you saw there in a descriptive paragraph.                                                                                   (5) 

  



SECTION - C (LITERATURE) 

5. Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two given.                      (5) 

    A. I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree. 

        And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made 

        Nine bean rows will I have there, a hive for the honey bee 

        And live alone in the bee loud glade 

      (a) Who does ‘I’ refer to in the stanza? 

      (b) Where is he at the present moment? 

      (c) Where does he want to go? 

      (d) What does he wish to do there? 

      (e) Name the poem and the poet. 

OR 

 B. When the humid shadows hover 

      Over all the starry spheres 

      And the melancholy darkness 

     Gently weeps in rainy tears, 

     What a bliss to press the pillow 

     Of a cottage-chamber bed 

     And lie listening to the patter 

     Of the soft rain overhead! 

    (a) What does the phrase “humid shadows” refer to? 

    (b) What are ‘starry spheres’? 

    (c) Why does the poet call the darkness melancholy? 

    (d) Where is the poet at the moment? 

     (e) Name the poem and the poet. 

6. Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two given.                      (5) 

    A. Frail crumbling houses, crumbling doors, crumbling rafters, 

        Crumbling wood, crumbling bodies, crumbling lives, 

        Crumbling hearts- 

        The wind god winnows and crushes them all. 

       (a) Why are the houses, doors, rafters etc. crumbling? 

       (b) Explain the expression: “crumbling lives, crumbling hearts”. 

       (c) Why has the wind been called ‘god’? 

       (d) What does the wind god do? 

       (e) Which poetic device has been used in the first three lines? 

                                           OR 



They tell them a curious story 

I don’t believe this true 

And yet you may learn a lesson 

If tell the tale to you 

      (a) What is the curious story that the people tell? 

      (b) Who does not believe in the story? 

      (c) What lesson does it give? 

      (d) Why does the poet narrate this tale? 

      (e) Name the poem and the poet. 

7. Answer ANY FOUR  of the following five questions in about 40-50 words each.                 (4x3=12) 

(a) What was fun about the old schools, according to Margie? 

(b) How does Evelyn express her gratitude to God? 

(c) Who decided to improve the tone of pungi? How did he do it? 

(d) Why was Kezia afraid of her father? 

(e) Why is the little child too much excited? 

8. Answer ANY TWO of the following three questions in about 40-50 words each.                   (2x3=6) 

(a) Where was Toto kept after he was brought home? 

(b) How did Iswaran control the mad tusker? 

(c) How was the thief killed? 

9. Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions in about 100-120 words.                                  (6) 

       “If you work hard and know where you are going, you’ll get there,” remarks Evelyn Glennie. What 

does it reveal about her character? 

OR 

        Einstein wrote two letters to President Roosevelt and to the United Nations. Did his letters have the 

desired impact? Justify you’re  answer. 

10. Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions in about 100-120 words.                                  (6) 

       Do you think it is advisable to keep a monkey like Toto as part of pets in the house? Why/Why not? 

OR 

      The disciple in the story didn’t look into the depth of the matter and took a hasty decision of not leaving 

the kingdom of fools. What light does the story throw on the importance of good decision making in 

one’s life ? 


