
 

 

 
SAMPLE PAPER  

        HALF YEARLY EXAMS    SESSION 2025 – 26                
     CLASS – XII 

TIME : 3 HRS.                            SUBJECT  –ENGLISH CORE                            M.M:80 
                                                    SUBJECT CODE - 301   
General Instructions. 

 This question paper contains THREE sections. Section A(Reading Skills)Section B(creative 
writing skills ) Section C (literature) 

 You may attempt any section at a time. 
 All questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order. 

SECTION – A (READING SKILLS)       [20] 
1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.                                             (10) 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

2. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.                                               (10) 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

 

SECTION –B (CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS)   [20] 

3.Every year in the central part of the city a flower show is held in the month of February. Your school has 
received a circular from the District Collector inviting your students to visit it. Write a notice in about 50 
words informing the students about the show and advising them to go and enjoy it. You are 
Naveen/Navleen, Head Boy/Head Girl, Sunrise Public School, Sikkim.(5) 

OR 
An interschool Kabaddi Competition is organized by your school. Write a notice, in . not more than 50 

words, requesting the students to be present at the venue to encourage the players. Invent all the 
necessary details. You are Arjun, the sports captain of your school. 

 
4.Sunrise Global School, Agra is going to organize a one – act play competition in the school auditorium. 

You have decided to invite noted stage artist, Nalini to grace the occasion. Draft a formal invitation for 
her in about 50 words. You are Karuna/Karan, Cultural Secretary.     (5) 

OR 
You have received an invitation to be the judge for a literary competition in St. Ann’s School. Send a reply 

in not more than 50 words, confirming your acceptance. You are Mohan/Mohini. 
 
5.You are a student of Mahaan University, Indore. The university is not providing proper curriculum and 

guidance to the students because of which students are unable to learn. Write a letter to the editor of a 
student magazine, Yuva Chetna to highlight this issue in not more than 100 – 120 words.       (5) 

OR 
Bal Vidya Public School, Bhilai, urgently requires a post – graduate teacher to teach political science for 
which they have placed an advertisement in ‘The Bhilai Express’. You are Sanjay/Sanjana Sharma from 
21, Vasant Marg, Bhilai. Draft a letter including a CV/biodata, applying for the advertised post.(120 – 
150 words) 
 

6.As compared to the older generation the youth of today are greatly inclined to pursue adventurous 
activities either for money or for 
Fun. There is a latest craze for joining reality shows, rafting, rock climbing, mountaineering etc. Write an 
article in 150 – 200 words on which life you would prefer—safe or adventurous.                                 (5) 
 

SECTION –C (LITERATURE) 
7. Read the extract carefully and answer the questions that follow.   (6) 

Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool  
Find even the ivory needle hard to pull.  
The massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band  
Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand.  
(a) Which of the following themes is best represented in the given extract? 
(i) The maturity of adulthood    (ii) The glory of feminity  

(iii) Victim of male domination   (iv) The superficial beauty  
(b) State whether the following statement is True or False, with reference to the extract. 
Aunt Jennifer is nervous and traumatized because of the constraints of her marriage.  



 

 

(c) Complete the following sentence appropriately : 
The fingers fluttering through her wool symbolize __________. 
(d) Based on the rhyme scheme in lines 3 and 4, which word would rhyme with ‘band’ and ‘hand’? 
(i)Stand   (ii)Wind  (iii)bent  (iv)Tent  
 
(e)The heavy wedding ring is a source of : 
(i)Joy   (ii)Freedom.  (iii)Dignity  (iv)Burden 
(f) Name the poem and the poet. 

OR 
Read the following extracts and answer the questions : 

If we were not so single – minded 
About keeping our lives moving, 
And for once could do nothing, 
Perhaps a huge silence 
Might interrupt this sadness 
Of never understanding ourselves with death. 
Perhaps the Earth can teach us 
As when everything seems dead 
And later proves to be alive. 
Now I’ll count up to twelve 
And you keep quiet and I will go. 
(i) Complete the following suitably. 
The poet uses the expression ‘single minded’ to refer to ______. 
(ii) Why does the poet refer to silence as a welcoming interruption? 
(iii) Read the Assertion and the Reason below, with reference to the given extract. 

Assertion: The poet personifies Earth as a teacher. 
Reason: We learn from the Earth that pausing doesn’t mean the end. 

Choose the correct option regarding their relationship. 
(a)Both the Assertion and the Reason are true, and the Reason is the correct explanation of the Assertion. 
(b) Both the Assertion and the Reason are true, but the Reason is not the correct explanation of the 

Assertion. 
(c)  He Assertion is true, but the Reason is false. 
    (d)The Assertion is false, but the Reason is true. 
    (v) Complete the following suitably. 
By the expression “keeping our lives moving” the poet refers to __________.  
    (vi)Choose the correct option.  
The intention of the poet in the above extract is 
(a)To make us aware of the importance of Earth 
(b)To criticize our single mindedness.. 
(c)To highlight the reason for our sadness. 
(d)To highlight the importance of sustaining peace and silence. 
 
 



 

 

8. Read the following extracts and answer the questions :      (6) 
For a moment I thought of running away and spending the day out of doors. It was so warm, so bright! 

The birds were chirping at the edge of the woods; and in the open field back of the sawmill the 
Prussian soldiers were drilling. It was all much more tempting than the rule for participles, but I had the 
strength to resist, and hurried off to school.  

   (i)List two sensory details present in the extract. 
(ii) Why is the narrator tempted to spend the day out of doors? 
(iii) Complete the sentence appropriately. 
 I hurried off to school resisting _______________.  
(iv) Why does the narrator want to bunk school? 
       (a)He doesn’t like the teachers.   (b)He doesn’t like his classmates. 
(c)He wasn’t prepared for the test on participles. (d)He had forgotten to complete his homework.  
 (v) Which trait of the protagonist is revealed in the sentence ‘I had the strength to resist’? 
(i)Sincerity   (ii) determination  (iii)bravery (iv)kindness  
(vi)Which of the following headlines best suggests the central idea of the extract?  
(i)The Drilling of Prussian Soldiers    (ii)The Rule of Participles  
(iii)Strength to Resist      (iv)Out of Doors  

OR 
They have lived here for more than thirty years without an identity, without permits but with ration cards 

that get their names on voters’ lists and enable them to buy grain. Food is more important for survival 
than identity. “If at the end of the day we can feed our families and go to bed without an aching 
stomach, we would rather live here than in the fields that gave us no grain,” say a group of women in 
tattered saris when I asked them why they left their beautiful land of green fields and rivers. 
Wherever they find food, they pitch their tents. 

(i) The ragpickers have been living there for ____________ decades. 
(a) three  (b) four  (c) two   (d) five  
(ii)Why do these people have ration cards? 

     (iii)What do you infer about their lifestyle from the phrase ‘pitch their tents’? 
(iv) In spite of the hardships, they are not willing to go back to their homeland because__________. 
(v)The women had a/an __________ approach towards life.The women had a/an __________ approach 

towards life. 
(vi)What does the term ‘go to bed without an aching stomach’ indicate?  

9.  Read the extract carefully and answer the questions that follow.      (4) 
“If I am able, are you?” Sadao asked.  
“No,” Hana said, “But if you can do it alone…” 
Sadao hesitated again. “The strange thing is,” that if the man were whole I could turn him over to the 

police without difficulty. I care nothing for him. He is my enemy. All Americans are my enemy. And he 
is only a common fellow. You see how foolish his face is. But since he is wounded …” 

(a) Complete the sentence appropriately. 
The dilemma faced by the couple was _________. 

(b) What does Hana ask Dr.Sadao to do alone?  
(i)Treat the wounded soldier  
(ii)Give him shelter in the outhouse  



 

 

(iii)Throw him back into the sea  
(iv)Hand him over to the authorities  
(c)Explain the expression : “if the man were whole”. 
(d)Dr.Sadao says, “All Americans are my enemy.” What character trait of Dr.Sadao does it reflect? 

OR 
Read the following extracts and answer the questions : 
Anyway, here’s what happened at Grand Central. One night last summer I worked late at the office. I was in 

a hurry to get uptown to my apartment so I decided to take the subway from Grand Central because 
it’s faster than the bus. 

Now, I don’t know why this should have happened to me. I’m just an ordinary guy named Charley, thirty – 
one years old, and I was wearing a tan gabardine suit and a straw hat with a fancy band; I passed a 
dozen men who looked just like me. 

     (i) List any two details about how Charley was dressed up. 
(ii) Charley decided to use the subway because it was : 
(a) quicker    (b) cheaper  (c)ore fashionable  (d) safer 
    (iii) Complete the following sentence appropriately.  
Landing at the third level was due to Charley’s flight of ______. 
(iv)Which time frame is represented through the kind of outfit mentioned in the extract?  
(a)Pre world war era    (b)The present times  
(c)The eighteenth century   (d)In the future 
10. Answer ANY FIVE of the following six questions in about 40 – 50 words.          (5x2=10) 

(a) How is the mother tongue important to a person? What does M. Hamel, the teacher say about it? 
(b) How bad were the living conditions in which Mukesh and his family survived? 
(c)Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler? 
(d)Why was Charley fascinated with Galesburg? 
(e)Why was Sadao not sent to the battlefield? 
(f)Why did the Maharaja have to pay a bill of three lakh rupees to the British jewellers? 

11. Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions in about 120 – 150 words. 
How did Gandhiji succeed in getting justice for the Indigo sharecroppers? Explain in detail. 

OR 
“There was terror in my heart at the overpowering force of the waves.” When did Douglas start fearing 
water? Which experience had further strengthened its hold on his mind and personality? Explain in 
detail. 

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions in about 120 – 150 words. 
‘Take care of small things and big ones will take care of themselves.’ What is the relevance of this 
statement in the context of Antarctica? Explain in detail. 

OR 
The Maharaja justified his actions based on the maxim: ‘You may kill even a cow in self – defence,’ so 

there would be no objection to killing tigers in self defence.’ Do you think it is right to justify our actions 
in this way? Elaborate. 

 


