
 

 

 
SAMPLE PAPER 

 HALF YEARLY EXAM     SESSION 2025 – 26 
                                                      CLASS  – X 

TIME: 3 HRS                 SUBJECT  :  ENGLISH                           M.M:80 
General instructions: 

(a) The question paper contains three sections- Reading, Grammar & Writing 
and Literature. 

(b)  Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

  



 
 
 

  



 
 

SECTION - B ( GRAMMAR& WRITING SKILLS)                [20] 

2. Complete any 10 of 12 of the following tasks, as directed. 

      (i) Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line, from a Health Magazine. 

            As per the advisory issued by the government, proper distancing, regular service of the buses  

            and their proper disinfection __________ be ensured. 

(a) Ought   (b) Must  (c) Need to  (d) Have to 

     (ii)  Identify the error in the given sentence, from a school magazine report and supply the  

            correction. 

The heavy dose of chemicals that we ingest with every bite of fast food and carbonated drinks are  
a lethal combination for our health. 

      Use the given format for your response 
Error Correction  
  

   

   (iii) Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option, to complete the sentence. 

          ________ not talk to her  when she is in bad mood. 

             (a) Need  (b) May  (c) Dare  (d) Must 

   (iv) Identify the error on a shops, hoarding and supply the correction, for the following sales   
offer: 

Illegally parked vehicles will be fine. 
Use the given format for your response 
Error Correction  
  

      (v) Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the following line, 
from a  news report on the UNO. 

            The rebel troops crossed the bridge in boats over the Yamuna and stood clamouring for  

             admittance below the Red Fort walls. 

Option no.  Error Correction  
i.  troops troop 
ii.  in of 

   iii. over under 
   iv. for over 

        (vi) Complete Nelson Mandela’s by quote filling in the blank with the correct option. 

               “ The greatest glory in living _________ not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.” 

              (i) Lie    (ii) Lies   (iii) Lays  (iv) Laying 

        (vii) Fill in the blank with the correct option. 

             When one gazes at the sky, the glimmer of stars ________ the vastness above. 

  (i) Fill     (ii) Fills   (iii) To fill  (iv) Is filling 

(viii) Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete the live feed on a school 
news channel. 

The regional competition awards have been announced and our school music club _________ 
the first prize. 

                 (a) Had been won  (b) Was winning  (c) Will win (d) Has won 



          (ix) Identify the error and supply the correction for the following statement.  

The national team could adhere to a strict court of conduct, refraining from cheating and 
unethical behaviour, or else they will be disqualified. 
Use the given format for your response 
Error Correction  
  

          (x) Identify the error in the given sentence: 

  The ship, Titanic and her fate continues to fascinate the imagination of the people. 
  Use the given format for your response 
  Error Correction  
  

         (xi) Complete the given narrative, by filling the blank with the correct option 

          The two parks in our locality have virtually ________ over by undesirable elements. 

          (i) Been taking  (ii) Take  (iii) Taken  (iv)  Been taken 

        (xii)  Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line, from a magazine. 

       When our cherished ideas are contradicted by facts, we ___________ avoid the human tendency to  

       double down on those ideas. 

       (i) Must   (ii) Need  (iii) Could  (iv) Can 

       Creative Writing and Skills  

(i) You are Christopher, a resident of C-216, Margaret Green Avenue, Loni Road, Delhi. Three 
students of  grade 10 from your residential complex went around the city at midnight and 
covered shelterless  people with blankets without waking them up. You think that their work 
deserves appreciation and  recognition. Write a letter to the secretary of your society, seeking 
recommendation for these youth, to  be nominated for “Star Volunteers Award”. Suggest other 
ways how such acts of kindness could be  recognised and awarded in the future.   (5marks) 

(ii) 

 

 

 

  



 

 

SECTION - C ( LITERATURE).              [40] 
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8. Answer any four of the following five questions in about 40 to 50 words.                            (4x3=12) 
    (a) How did Mandela’s hunger for  freedom change his life? 
    (b) What is the theme of the poem “ A Tiger in the Zoo”? 
    (c) What did Lencho compare to new coins? Why? 
    (d) How does the Seagull express his excitement when he saw his mother bringing food for him? 
    (e) How does the poet suggest that you identify the lion and the tiger? When can you do so according to 

him? 
9.  Answer any two of the following in about 40-50 words each.               (2x3=6) 

(a) Why could tricky not be cured at home? 
(b) What are Hari Singh’s reaction to the prospect of receiving an education? Do they change over 

time? 
(c) State one likely reason that the writer of the midnight visitor chose to characterise possible as 

short and fat. 
10. Answer any one of the following about 100 to 120 words.               (6) 
     “The diary of Anne Frank” is a work of an insightful mind of a young girl. Explain. 

OR 
      How is the title of the story,” A Letter to God” apt and suitable? 
 
11. Answer any one of the following about 100-120 words.               (6) 
     The ultimate message that one can get from the midnight visitor is that in any situation, we should not        

panic. Instead, we should take a step and face the situation with our presence of mind. Explain. 
OR 

     The message of “A Question of Trust” is that we should not trust anyone without discovering out about 
that person. Analyse in detail with reference to character of Horace in the story. 


