
Elders & 

Deacons 
 

Acts 6:1–6 

Now in these days when the disciples were 

increasing in number, a complaint by the 

Hellenists arose against the Hebrews 

because their widows were being 

neglected in the daily distribution. And the 

twelve summoned the full number of the 

disciples and said, "It is not right that we 

should give up preaching the word of God 

to serve tables [literally translated, “to 

serve as deacons”]. Therefore, brothers, 

pick out from among you seven men of 

good repute, full of the Spirit and of 

wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 

But we will devote ourselves to prayer and 

to the ministry of the word." And what they 

said pleased the whole gathering, and they 

chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 

Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 

Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and 

Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These they 

set before the apostles, and they prayed 

and laid their hands on them. 

 

Acts 14:23 

And when they had appointed elders for 

them in every church, with prayer and 

fasting they committed them to the Lord in 

whom they had believed. 

 

Acts 20:17, 28–32 

Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and 

called the elders of the church to come to 

him… “Pay careful attention to yourselves 

and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 

has made you overseers, to care for the 

church of God, which he obtained with his 

own blood. I know that after my departure 

fierce wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock; and from among your 

own selves will arise men speaking twisted 

things, to draw away the disciples after 

them. Therefore be alert, remembering that 

for three years I did not cease night or day 

to admonish every one with tears. And now 

I commend you to God and to the word of 

his grace, which is able to build you up and 

to give you the inheritance among all those 

who are sanctified.” 

 

1 Timothy 3:1–7 

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires 

to the office of overseer, he desires a noble 

task. Therefore an overseer must be above 

reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-

minded, self-controlled, respectable, 

hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, 

not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not 

a lover of money. He must manage his own 

household well, with all dignity keeping his 

children submissive, for if someone does 

not know how to manage his own 

household, how will he care for God's 

church? He must not be a recent convert, or 

he may become puffed up with conceit and 

fall into the condemnation of the devil. 

Moreover, he must be well thought of by 

outsiders, so that he may not fall into 

disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 

 

1 Timothy 3:8–13 

Deacons likewise must be dignified, not 

double-tongued, not addicted to much 

wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. They 

must hold the mystery of the faith with a 

clear conscience. And let them also be 

tested first; then let them serve as deacons 

if they prove themselves blameless. Their 

wives likewise must be dignified, not 

slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all 

things. Let deacons each be the husband of 

one wife, managing their children and their 

own households well. For those who serve 

well as deacons gain a good standing for 

themselves and also great confidence in the 

faith that is in Christ Jesus. 

 

1 Timothy 5:17–20 

Let the elders who rule well be considered 

worthy of double honor, especially those 

who labor in preaching and teaching. For 

the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an 

ox when it treads out the grain," and, "The 

laborer deserves his wages." Do not admit 

a charge against an elder except on the 

evidence of two or three witnesses. As for 

those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the 

presence of all, so that the rest may stand in 

fear. 

 

Titus 1:5–11 

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you 

might put what remained into order, and 

appoint elders in every town as I directed 

you-- if anyone is above reproach, the 

husband of one wife, and his children are 

believers and not open to the charge of 

debauchery or insubordination. For an 

overseer, as God's steward, must be above 

reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-

tempered or a drunkard or violent or 

greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of 

good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and 

disciplined. He must hold firm to the 



trustworthy word as taught, so that he may 

be able to give instruction in sound doctrine 

and also to rebuke those who contradict it. 

For there are many who are insubordinate, 

empty talkers and deceivers, especially 

those of the circumcision party. They must 

be silenced, since they are upsetting whole 

families by teaching for shameful gain what 

they ought not to teach. 

 

Hebrews 13:17 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 

they are keeping watch over your souls, as 

those who will have to give an account. Let 

them do this with joy and not with groaning, 

for that would be of no advantage to you. 

 

1 Peter 5:1–8 

So I exhort the elders among you, as a 

fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings 

of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory 

that is going to be revealed: shepherd the 

flock of God that is among you, exercising 

oversight, not under compulsion, but 

willingly, as God would have you; not for 

shameful gain, but eagerly; not 

domineering over those in your charge, but 

being examples to the flock. And when the 

chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 

the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you 

who are younger, be subject to the elders. 

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 

toward one another, for "God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble." 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, casting all your 

anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

 

Ezekiel 34:2, 4-5, 23-24 

Son of man, prophesy against the 

shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to 

them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the 

Lord God: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have 

been feeding yourselves! Should not 

shepherds feed the sheep…? 

The weak you have not strengthened, the 

sick you have not healed, the injured you 

have not bound up, the strayed you have 

not brought back, the lost you have not 

sought, and with force and harshness you 

have ruled them. So they were scattered, 

because there was no shepherd, and they 

became food for all the wild beasts…. And I 

will set up over them one shepherd, my 

servant David, and he shall feed them: he 

shall feed them and be their shepherd. And 

I, the Lord, will be their God, and my 

servant David shall be prince among them. 

I am the Lord; I have spoken. 

 

Isaiah 56:10 - 57:1 

His watchmen are blind; 

    they are all without knowledge; 

they are all silent dogs; 

    they cannot bark, 

dreaming, lying down, 

    loving to slumber. 

The dogs have a mighty appetite; 

    they never have enough. 

But they are shepherds who have no 

understanding; 

    they have all turned to their own way, 

    each to his own gain, one and all. 

“Come,” they say, “let me get wine; 

    let us fill ourselves with strong drink; 

and tomorrow will be like this day, 

    great beyond measure.” 

The righteous man perishes, 

    and no one lays it to heart; 

devout men are taken away, 

    while no one understands. 

 

Jeremiah 23:1-4 

“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and 

scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares 

the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the 

God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 

who care for my people: “You have 

scattered my flock and have driven them 

away, and you have not attended to them. 

Behold, I will attend to you for your evil 

deeds, declares the Lord. Then I will gather 

the remnant of my flock out of all the 

countries where I have driven them, and I 

will bring them back to their fold, and they 

shall be fruitful and multiply. I will set 

shepherds over them who will care for 

them, and they shall fear no more, nor be 

dismayed, neither shall any be missing, 

declares the Lord.” 

 

Luke 12:42-44 

And the Lord said, "Who then is the faithful 

and wise manager, whom his master will set 

over his household, to give them their 

portion of food at the proper time? Blessed 

is that servant whom his master will find so 

doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, 

he will set him over all his possessions.” 


