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‘An Inspector’ is calling at TCNJ

An insi'p-_:q'{:i@? calis
Where: The Callege of New Jersey, Route
31, Ewing.
When: B.pim, Thursday through-Saturday:
Admission: $6 10:812 with discounts fof
seniors and groups; (608) 882-5978 ar
(woww.shakespeare?C.org)
BY ANITA DONOVAN
CSPECIAL TO THE TIMES:

In 1946, J.B, Priestley’s “An Inspector
Calls” was an entry in the popmnrnursmr:f
genme, but it signified far more — an ironic,
and mtaltngtethel: sanguine tﬂ{e unmnd
as then. As a thrice v.r.aumiad veteran of
World War1—"the war to end all wars" —
Priestley saw history repeating itself yet

: agam Eﬁm&rsiat&r

 Withdismay, hetumadlﬁsp]aafﬂrchr
{lity into an intngping enteﬁainmem Now
thie Shakespeare 70 company brings it {0

: h.fewfth mtemity and menace,

The piatmni;ers on ma Eirlmg, an af-
fluent family of England’s North Midlands.
Arthur and Sybil Birling are hosting a fam-
lly dinmer to celebrate tiie engagement of
their daughter Sheila to Geraid Croft, the
son of a peer. Just as they and thelr son
Eric are offering toasts to the happy cotl-
ple, an unexpected visitor arrives: police in-

spector Goﬂle. who requests a little nfthr_edr
time tﬂanswer questions mgardlng g
death that has oecurred that da}r

A young woman, it seems, has killed
herself this afternoon. Gﬂm thinks the

Birlings may have known her and migh be

able to shed some light on why she would

have taken her life. The Birlings do not rec-
ognize the woman's name, but when Gm]a'

pmduﬁes a phnbngmph she duea lnak fa-
miliarto sama of the famihf

Priestley sets thiswho-dmmitr-— of
who-knew-it — in 1912, bwo years before
the Great War and mtﬁinanw:&da.? ar
two. of the 'E'ﬁame disaster —which, ina
sense, becomes a symbol for the unfettered
optimism of the Birling family in particular,
and English- met:.rm general; Dnl:,rfa Tew
moments before Goole mtempatmmh
Birlingis hoId.T.‘ng forth about the new “un-
sinkable” ocean limrtha’f. has just left for
ﬂewYork

As e:vents unfold, both prﬁ*ate and pub-
lie, thefammr is forced to &mns&&ariia

r:amfﬂrtabie hstﬂ&ﬁid existence, as well a5

its good opinion of itself. The younger:

part of & larger, f:hangii:ggwqarld Sixty-years
after Briestley’s inspired fable, we're still
hard atit. 1

Director Carol Thompson leads an ex-

- perdenced cast that is well up to the subtle

‘demandsof the script and comforfable in

the pe:md of the piece, Gmrge Hartpence
leads the east as Inspector Goole, with a

«characterization that smoothly balances
“reality and fa:ntasy Brian Bara and Cather-
‘{ne Rowe are convinging as the self-satis-

fied Arthur and: Sybil, with Aaron Wexler
a5 theirindulged son Erie. Glen Calhoun
imbues Gerale Croft with-a: sense of enti-

tlement that: giveaw o humthty Susan

Blair is the timid housemaid who watches
a5 her employﬁrs ambruught to task,

‘Bride-to-be Sheila Birling, the pivotal char-

acterin the plot, is.called upon fo react

~and refleet on each and every disclosure,
-andGatMﬂlertumsmadamhugperfaﬂn
‘ance full of nuance.

To undeiﬁne the. eontraxt h&tween the

‘haves and haye-nots, Thompson enlists an

ensemble of what we might term “Third
World extras” who hang ouf in the street

‘outside the comfortable Birling home de-

gigmed and 1t by tee&uﬂml Eﬂl‘&ﬁtﬂr Dal&

Simon. Special care is given to authentic

- aceents, with assistance from dialect coach
Mort Patterson.

members, at least, recognize themselves as.

With! "&Mnspector Calls," Shakespeare
70 lives up to its reputation for fine classi-
cal theater and also does us a serviee by
hringing Priestley’s thought-provoking
work t0 our attention.




