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• Livonia’s Population  - 95,535 

• Tenth Largest Community in Michigan

• Over 4,000 Businesses Call Livonia Home in Addition to 

Several Corporate Headquarters

• Livonia Has the Second-most Public Parks And Nature

Preserves (Over 1,300 Acres) Among Municipalities In Michigan

• Next to Detroit, Michigan 

• Livonia is Home to 6 Institutions of Higher Education 

Livonia Today



Greenleaf Commission

History



Greenleaf Commission on Sustainability 

Mission:

“To Promote Efficiency, Conservation, and Environmentally 

Friendly Practices in the City of Livonia”



Environmental Leadership Awards    

Greenleaf Commission Website 

“Best Blogs to Follow”

ElectroSawHQ Blog 



Greenleaf Commission History    

Citizen 
Advisory 
Group

2013 -
2016

City 
Commission

2017 -
2021



Livonia Vision 21 Master Plan

• Greenleaf Plan Cited as Key Project 

in Livonia’s Planning History

• Proposed a Sustainability Initiative 

for the City of Livonia

Greenleaf Commission History

Livonia Vision 21 Master Plan     



2013 2014 2015 2016

Citizen Advisory Group History  

• Greenleaf Plan

Created

• Citizen Advisory 

Group Formed

• SEMCOG

Community 

Leader Award 

• Michigan 

Municipal League

Award

• Greenleaf Web Page

Launched

• Greenleaf Award

Launched

• Greenleaf

Facebook 

Page 

Launched

• MSU Internship

Completed

• Community Recycling

Event Conducted

• Participated in

Bike/Walk Steering 

Committee

• 2015 Greenleaf Award

Recipient Named

• City Commission 

Request Submitted

to Livonia

City Council

• Completed 64

Gallon Recycling

Cart Survey 

• Three Stage Recycling

Carts Placed at City 

Events 

• Potbelly Training Center

Sustainability Review

Conducted

• 2016 Greenleaf Award

Recipient Named



2017 2018 2019 2020

City Commission History  

• City Commission

Status Approved

• Launched Nextdoor

for Public Agencies

• Recycling Added to 

Passport to Safety 

Events

• Conducted Earth

Month Tree Planting 

Event

• 2017 Greenleaf Award

Recipient Named

• Participated in 

Livonia Vision 21 

Master Plan Steering 

Committee

• Completed 64 Gallon

Cart Study

• Attended Michigan 

Sustainability 

Conference

• Modified Recycling 

Information 

• Redesigned Greenleaf

Commission

Web Page

• 2018 Greenleaf Award

Recipient Named

• Launched 

Simple Recycling

Program

• Participated in 

Newburgh Mill 

Project  

• Identified Native 

Michigan Trees 

On City’s Suggested 

Tree Species List 

• Reviewed Renewable

Energy Plan Development

with Blue Stem Energy

• Reviewed DTE Renewable

Energy Program 

• 2019 Greenleaf Award

Recipient Named

• March 2020 

Meeting Postponed

(Pandemic)

• Simple Recycling 

Restart

• Master Plan

Sustainability Goals

Identified

• Climate Change

Recommendations 

Developed 

• Participated in 

QCI LLC Plant

Plant Tour

• 2020 Greenleaf 

Award Recipient

Named



Triple Bottom Line

Planet
Practicing Responsible Environmental 
Management and Conservation  

The Three P’s (People,  Planet, Profit)
People
Embracing Social Equity, Fairness, Health 
and Wellness

Profit
Supporting Local Economies and
Community Resources 



People



Nextdoor for Public Agencies 

Overview 

• Free, Private Social Network for Neighborhoods

• Over 60% of U.S. Neighborhoods Use Nextdoor (98,784 Neighborhoods)

Nextdoor for Public Agencies
• Free Service Provided by Nextdoor

• Allows Cities and Their Agencies (e.g. Police, Fire, Emergency

Management) to Communicate with Residents

• 1,500 Public Agencies in U.S. Use Nextdoor for Public Agencies

• Livonia Public Agencies Can Communicate

Directly to Livonia Nextdoor Neighborhood Sites



Nextdoor Neighborhood Networks 

Livonia v. Surrounding Communities
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Nextdoor Networks – February 2021

Greenleaf Commission Worked with Nextdoor and the City of Livonia to 

Update Neighborhood Maps (Drove Growth from 13 to 90 Networks in Livonia)

Nextdoor Neighborhood Networks 
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Nextdoor for Public Agencies 

Current Status 

14.5%

Increase in 

Livonia’s

Nextdoor 

Membership

42.0%

Of All 

Livonia

Households

Use Nextdoor

Source: City of Livonia Annual Report - 2021



Community Education   

Recycling! It Works!

Information Booths – City Events 

Earth Day Tree Planting

City Events

• Run 2 Save Our Youth

• Passport to Safety 

• Music From the Heart

• Take Pride in Livonia Day

• Ice Cream Socials 



Greenleaf Commission Web Page

Community Education     

City of Livonia Newsletters Greenleaf Commission Facebook Site



Community Awareness     



Greenleaf Commission Activities  

Information Tables

Recycling Cart Promotions



Planet



Average Annual Livonia Household Carbon Footprint  

by Zip Code (48150, 48154, 48152)

Livonia, MI

Livonia Carbon FootprintSource: University of California – Berkley 

https://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/index


Average Annual Livonia Household Carbon Footprint  

by Zip Code (48150, 48154, 48152)

Source: University of California – Berkley

Cool Climate Maps  

48152

48154

48150
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- Transportation
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Livonia, MI Climate Change  (1900 – 2011) 

• Open Circles - Average Temperature of a Single Year

• Solid Lines - Represents a 9-year Running Average of Temperature



Livonia, MI Climate Change – Future Trends 

Cities Impacts & Adaptation Tool (CIAT)

• Provides Climate-Trend Data for Climate Adaptation

• Groups by Counties with Similar Climates 

Livonia, MI 

Climate Change 

Forecast

Annual 

Average 

(1981 – 2000)

Projected Annual 

Average

(2041 – 2070)

Temperature 48.139 ℉ 53.02 ℉



Livonia, MI Climate – Projected Change

Season

Current 

Temperature (℉)

(1981 – 2010)

Observed 

Change (℉)

(1981 – 2010)   

v (1951 – 1980)

Projected

Change (℉) 

(2041 – 2070) 

v (1981 - 2010)

Annual 48.14 1.1 2.74 to 7.02

Winter 25.77 1.99 2.53 to 7.89

Spring 46.58 1.28 1.32 to 7.16

Summer 69.53 0.66 1.9 to 7.98

Fall 50.67 0.49 2.31 to 7.27

Average Temperatures – Livonia, MI



Livonia, MI Climate – Projected Climate Change

Livonia’s Projected Climate Change (2041 – 2070)

Existing Cities That Project Livonia’s Future Climate



Climate Change Impact 

Source: CDC

30



Livonia Environmental Town Hall    

• Greenleaf Commission Conducts ”Livonia Environmental Town Hall” 

with Livonia Residents 

• Zoom Meeting Format 

• Gain Livonia Resident Feedback on Environmental Issues 

• Incorporate Livonia Resident Feedback Into Climate Change Initiatives 



Livonia Sustainability Town Hall

April 27, 2021 
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• Session 1 – Livonia Climate Change Review 

• Climate Warming Review

• Climate Status – Livonia, Michigan 

• Resident Breakout Session 1 – Discussions 

• Group Report Out – Resident Breakout Session 1

• Session 2 – Addressing Climate Change in Livonia

• Resident Recommendations to Address Climate Change in Livonia

• Resident Breakout Session 2 – Discussions 

• Group Report Out – Resident Breakout Session 2

• Session 3 - What Can You Do to Address Climate Change?

• Discuss Resident Actions to Address Climate Change

“A Better Livonia Through a Better Environment “



Livonia – Recycling Recognition        

33

• Achieved Recycling Rate of +50% for Many Years

• Curbside Recycling (25+ Years)

• Household Hazardous Waste/Electronics Waste Disposal Practices 

• Wood Chips from Tree Maintenance 

• Strong Recycling Communication 

• Accepting a Wide Variety of Materials for Recycling 



Simple Recycling 

Launch Date: December 2019

• Curbside Collection of Used

Textiles and Small Household

Items 

• No Cost Service to City of Livonia



National Drive Electric Week - Livonia

September 25, 2021

Posts:

• City of Livonia (Livonia Community)

• Schoolcraft College 

• Friday Musings

• Tesla Motor Club

• West Michigan EV Club

• EV Connections Newsletter

• National Drive Electric Week

• AllEvents 

• Stayhappening.com 

Event Support:

• Plug-In America

• National Drive Electric Week 

• Consumers Energy 

• DTE Energy



National Drive Electric Week - Livonia

September 25, 2021



Profit



City of Livonia Greenleaf Award    

Award Trophy Created from a Historic Livonia Farmhouse

by The End Grain Woodworking Company



City of Livonia Greenleaf Award  

39



City of Livonia Greenleaf Award   
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Year Organization Recognition

2015 Kohl’s 

LEED Certification for Livonia store. Member of U.S. Green 

Building Council.

2016

Madonna 

University 

Franciscan Center Awarded Gold Level LEED Certification.  First 

LEED Certified Building in Livonia.

2017

Livonia Garden 

Club 

Supports Educational Programs, Environmental Awareness and 

Promotes Civic Projects in Livonia Community since 1969.

2018

The End Grain 

Woodworking 

Company 

Utilizes Wood from Deconstructed Buildings that would be 

Diverted to Landfills. Materials Used to Create Sustainable 

Products.  

2019

GLR Advanced 

Recycling 

Creative Approach to Recycling Scrap Vehicles and Diverting 

Them from Landfills.  Work with National Alliance on Mental 

Health Donation Program. 

2020

Aristeo 

Construction 

Received Wildlife Habitat Certification (WHC) for Pollinator 

Garden. Voluntary Sustainability Standard. Award is Unique to 

Livonia. 

2021

Livonia Public 

Schools

Greenhouse Gas Reductions Efforts in 19 LPS Schools and the 

Addition of 22 Propane-Fuel Buses to Fleet. 

2022

Storch Magnetic 

Company Inc.

Responded to COVID-19 Pandemic By Developing Magnetic Air 

Filter Which Facilitated a Safe Work Environment.

Greenleaf Award Recognizes Livonia Organizations for Environmental Leadership



Current Direction



Climate Change Actions - Recommendations 

42

1. Livonia Vision 21 Master Plan – Evaluate Progress on Sustainability Goals 

2. Adopt No Idling Guideline for City of Livonia Facilities

3. Promote Electric Vehicle Ownership in Livonia

4. Launch a Livonia Greenhouse Gas Emission Measurement Process 

5. Launch a Livonia Tree Inventory Process – Based on I-Tree Software Suite

6. Evaluate Livonia Transition to Renewable Energy  

7. Develop a Climate Action Plan for the City of Livonia



Recommendation

Livonia Vision 21 Master Plan    
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# Livonia Vision 21 Master Plan Objective 

1 1.4 Promote the development of multiple small-scale and walkable commercial and service districts that serve the 

immediately adjacent neighborhoods.

2 2.2 Promote the use of alternative modes of transportation such as ridesharing, bicycling, walking, and transit 

throughout the metropolitan area.  

3 2.3 Improve the City’s network of trails, bicycle amenities, and other connections.

4 2.4 Implement a comprehensive pedestrian network that focuses on creating safe intersections and crossings, 

encourages pedestrian-scale streetscapes, and supports walkable land use arrangements.

5 2.5 Prepare for the emergence of new transportation technologies by revisioning traditional uses of the transportation 

network and by investing in innovative mobility strategies and "smart" infrastructure.

6 3.1 Promote land use patterns that increase sustainability, support broadband provision and green technology, and 

resiliency in buildings and transportation systems by making sustainability a critical element when developing new 

zoning regulations and modifying old regulations and the Future Land Use map. 

7 3.2 Conserve and restore open spaces, waterways, tree canopies, and other natural resources to increase resiliency, 

adaptability, and biological integrity.

8 3.3 Commit to mitigating the City’s climate impacts, including reducing energy, land, and water consumption and 

improving outdoor and indoor air quality. 

9 3.4 Think beyond first costs and consider long-term, cumulative impacts when making infrastructure and policy 

decisions.

10 7.4 Increase the use of renewable resources to reduce dependence on fossil fuels

11 Livonia Bike Loop: Continue efforts to construct the Livonia Bike Loop recommended in the 2015 Bike Walk Livonia 

Plan.
12 Transit and Innovative Mobility Study: Enhance the City’s transportation vision by exploring a new vision for transit and 

shared mobility in Livonia.

1. Recommendation: Evaluate Progress on Sustainability Goals in Master Plan 



Greenleaf Commission – Current Initiatives    
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Green Infrastructure

Tree Replacement/Tree Ordinances 

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure

Recycling & Solid Waste Policies



2022 Initiative Teams 

Green 
Infrastructure

• Terry Cullum

• John Grzebik

• Nikki Mehelich

Tree Ordinance 
& Tree 

Replacement

• Jim 
Baringhaus

• John Grzebik

• Nikki Mehelich

• Katie Mullett

EV 
Infrastructure

• Jim 
Baringhaus

• Betsy Calhoun

• Terry Cullum 

Recycling & 
Solid Waste

• Betsy Calhoun

• Terry Cullum

• Katie Mullett

• Mike 
Shesterkin
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