














THE BAD NEWS: “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom

of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).

THE GOOD NEWS: “And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11).

Washedrefers to baptism of a penitent believer (Acts 2:38; 22:16).
Sanctifiedrefers to setting that person apart from the world for
God’s holy purposes. Justifiegfers to the person’s new stand

ing with God.

THE PROMISE: “Be faithful until death, and | will give you the
crown of life” (Revelation 2:10)pavid Jones

“The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, | bring

you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.
LUKE 2:10
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of the church.

Godis amazing. No one else could put the shadow of future things
into the past. Types and antitypes are examples of God prefig-
uring the future. Types are the shadow in the Old Testament of
things that were to come (antitypes) in the New Testament.

Galatians 4:26 and Hebrews 12:22-23 identify Jerusalem as a type

TYPE

Is referred to as the “city of
God”

Was the location of the
Temple, the central place of
worship for Israel

Acted as the unifying center for the
twelve tribes of Israel

Was the dwelling place of God in
the Temple

Was the city of divine
blessings

Was the target of attacks and persecutions
for several empires

Is depicted as being inhabited
forever

Stood as a symbol of hope and future
restoration of prophecies

THE CHURCH

ANTITYPE

Is described as the household of God
and city set on a hill (HEBREWS 12:22-23;
1 TIMOTHY 3:15; MATTHEW 5:14-16).

Is the spiritual house where believers
are the living stones and offer
spiritual sacrifices (1 PETER 2:5).

Acts as the unifying body for believers
from every nation (EPHESIANS 2:14-19).

Is the dwelling place of God
(1 CORINTHIANS 3:16).

Is now the place of divine blessings
(ACTS 2:47; HEBREWS 12:22-24;
EPHESIANS 3:6; COLOSSIANS 1:13-14).

Faces persecution, as Jesus warned
it would (JOHN 15:18-20).

Will never be destroyed (DANIEL
2:44; MATTHEW 16:18; 2 PETER
1:5-11; HEBREWS 12:28).

Is a beacon of hope, looking forward
to the return of Christ (TITUS 2:13).

Jesus went to the temple when He was
a 12-year-old boy (Luke 2:40-52). | wish
| could have been sitting in a corner. All
of the wise doctors, the learned theo-
logians, were questioning Jesus. They
might have said to Him, “Well, son, how
old are you?”

He could have said, “Well, on my moth-
er's side, | am 12 years old; on my Father’s
side, | am older than my mother and just
as old as my Father,” because there never
was a time when Jesus was not.

On His mother’s side, He got thirsty;
on His Father’s side, He created every
ocean, every brook, every lake, and ev-
ery spring. He said, “If anyone thirsts, let
him come to Me and drink” (John 7:37).

On His mother’s side, He got hungry;
on His Father’s side, He fed 5,000. He
said, “l am the bread of life” (John 6:35).

On His mother’s side, He lived in pov-
erty and was homeless; on His Father's
side, He created the universe and owns
the cattle on a thousand hills (Psalm
50:10-12).

On His mother’s side, with a broken
heart, He wept at the tomb of Lazarus;
on His Father’s side, He said, “Lazarus,
come forth!” (John 11:43), and Lazarus
came out of that grave. —Anonymous
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Too Late?
Dale Hoggatt

t would be easier now if | hadn't tried

that first drug or taken that first drink, if
I hadn’t acted on my curiosities or allowed
my peers to coax me into doing some-
thing | knew was wrong. But | just let it
happen and didn't think anything about
it.

Now | look at my life, and I'm tired of
the buzzing flies. I'm tired of wading
through the sludge. I'm sick of the smell.
For whatever reason, my life has been
filled with sin. My mind has been corrupt-
ed with talk shows, graphic movies, and
sensationalized news reports. My heart
has been stained with pornographic im-
ages, dirty politics, and false religion. Is it
too late to clean up?

| think of the story of the prodigal son
in Luke 15. The boy asks his father for his
inheritance. Then he squanders that mon-
ey with loose living, ending up wallowing
with pigs, even desiring the food. Is it too
late for him to clean up his life? Of course
not. The story also tells of the glorious re-
turn of the son to his home and family. He
is embraced, kissed, given his father’s best
robe, jewelry, and shoes, and fed heartily.

As low as he had sunk, his father still
showers him with love and forgiveness
when he humbly and passionately re-
turns. As bad as he had allowed his life to
become, the son in this beautiful story is
accepted back, forgiven, and celebrated,
showing me that no matter how bad it is,
it is absolutely possible to return.

Carthage church of Christ
P.O.Box 157
Carthage, MO 64836

C.H.A.R.G.E.

at Carthage church of Christ

C.H.AR.GE. is a class that connects context to Scripture
through a study of Culture, History, ARchaeology, and
GEography.

Make plans to join us each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. as we
study the Bible in a very different way.

Culture, History, ARchasalogy, and GEoqgraphy in the Bihla
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