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Founded by Christ---Grounded in His Word---Committed to His Love

THE HARD WORK OF UNITY 

by Chris McCurley
Mark Twain once said, “What gets us into trouble is not what we don’t know. It’s what we know for sure 

that just ain’t so.” For most, the term “sacred cow” has come to represent a stubborn loyalty to a long-standing 

tradition or institution that impedes natural processes. For as long as the church has existed, differences have 

existed among the brethren and will continue to exist among the brethren until the Lord comes back. How we 

handle these differences is the key to church unity. A crucial part of the Christian life is getting along with the 

brethren.

Unity did not come easily in the Lord’s church of the first century, and it certainly doesn’t come easily 

in the Lord’s church today. People fill our auditoriums every Sunday and Wednesday with all sorts of 

personalities from a variety of backgrounds with many personal scruples.

There is a wide variation from one brother or sister to another. Some have been Christians for many 

years, and others are babes in Christ. Some have deep biblical knowledge, and others have much to learn. Some 

tightly cling to certain sacred cows because to let go of them would violate their conscience. And some see 

these sacred cows as, perhaps, silly or splitting hairs.

Personal opinions are not always wrong. Everyone holds opinions, and everyone is entitled to do so. But 

when it comes to opinions and the Lord’s church, some guidelines have to be set.

Many opinions have absolutely nothing to do with biblical truth. They are personal opinions. Many who 

hold these views do so with such deep conviction; they become matters of salvation in their own minds. When 

this happens, opinions are forced on others within the congregation. What was once a personal religious opinion 

becomes a matter of life and death spiritually and, in turn, a source of contention among the brethren for all 

those who refuse to accept the scruple as absolute truth.

As a minister of the gospel for 18 years, I have come in contact with many individuals who promoted 

their personal sacred cows. Sadly, these sacred cows became a point of contention and threatened to divide the 

congregation. Opinions such as the King James Version of the Bible as the only valid translation or men 

wearing a tie and women wearing dresses to worship are just a few of the issues I have witnessed threaten the 

unity of the local church. This should never be. There is nothing inherently wrong with many of the scruples 

people adhere to; however, we are wrong to bind these opinions on the brethren.

Paul approached the subject of religious scruples in Romans 14 where he discussed the contrast between 

the weak and the strong brother. The weak brother is not as mature in the Christian faith. He has some doubts 

(v. 1). He sees meat and wine as a stumbling block (v. 21). His conscience is not ready to accept certain things 

God has allowed. Paul characterizes the weak brother as being unable to clearly discern between matters of 

faith and matters of opinion. Paul exhorts the weak brother not to violate his conscience; however, he is not to 

sow discord among the brethren either.

It would be easy for one to make the passing judgment that the weak are the ones who need to step it up. 

After all, they’re weak. They need to get stronger. They need to get over their little hang-ups, move past them 

and get with the program. But notice that the bulk of Romans 14 is not focusing on the weak brother but, rather, 

the strong brother.

The strong brother is confident that God has accepted him (Romans 14:3). He is strong in the faith. He 

is a Christian who enjoys the freedom of being in Christ without violating his conscience. Paul admonishes the 

stronger brother to accept his weaker brother. He is not to despise him (v. 3). He is not to show contempt (v. 10). 

He is to get along with his brother, even though they differ on matters of opinion (15:1). The stronger brother 

should not destroy his brother with his liberty (14:15, 20).
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Assignments for this week:  

Sunday AM:  2-23-2020:

Announcements:  Alan Cook

Greeter:  Durham

Opening Prayer: Robert Smith

Lord’s Supper: Larry Lawhon

Gary Beach

Marty Block

Jeremy Jadwin

Scripture Reading:  Carl Lucas

Closing Prayer: Takota Anderson

Song leader AM:   David Lawhon
Communion to Shut ins:  Durham

In Our Thoughts and Prayers:

Ron Gibson:  cancer

Vicki Fieker’s husband Ron:  

Health issues

Audrey Hoggatt (friend of 

Clements): health concerns

Jadwin Family:  the recent passing 

of Jeremy’s grandmother

Lawson family:  recent passing of 

Mike’s mother and Becky’s sister

Robin Thompson (sister of Lindia 

Kisling): blood cancer

Malcolm Scott:  preacher at the 

Pea Ridge (AR) Church of Christ:  

cancer/heart issues

Sharolet Trease (sister of Charlie 

Baker): cancer

Ben Quade (brother-in-law of Bev 

Baker) undergoing cancer 

treatments. 

Priscilla Lorton: Health issues

Jo Shrum:  illness/falls

Barb Durham’s sister-in-law’s 

sister: cancer and her (Barb’s) sister.

Kathy Brewer:  Health issues

Please continue to pray for our 

brothers and sisters serving in the 

military and their families. 

Elders:

Dennis Hartley   417-674-0018

Larry Lawhon     417-310-2107

JR Sampson      417-674-0980

Deacons:

Takota Anderson  417-389-7449

Charles Baker      417-673-5237

Marty Block 417-388-2147

Josh Clements     417-850-0654

David Lawhon 417-388-1232

Steve Teel 417-359-6958

Minister:

John Johnson      417-434-0754

Worship Times:

10:20 AM Sunday

6:00 PM Sunday

Bible Class:

9:30 AM Sunday

7 PM Wednesday

Address:

3122 S. Grand Avenue

Carthage, MO 64836

Phone: 

417-358-3661

Website:

carthagecoc.org

********************************

Supported Works:

Fair Haven Children’s Home

Search Program

Gary Reaves

House to House

**********************************

Weekly Record:

Sunday AM Worship: 77

Sunday PM Worship: 54

Wed. Night Class: 32

Contribution:  $2250

Sunday PM:  2-23-2020:

Opening Prayer:  Richard Lyons

Closing Prayer: Alan Cook

Song Leader:  Clay Johnson

Wednesday: 2-26-2020:

Song Leader:  Richard Lyons

Devotional:  Takota Anderson

Dates to Remember:
3/1 TSYS @ Choteau, OK
3/8 Fellowship Lunch
3/14 Youth: games and pie 

A strong brother must care more for his brother than for meat. He must 

care more about the Lord and His church than for trivial scruples. In short, he 

must care more for the brethren than for himself. We must be prepared to restrict 

our rights or our freedom for the benefit of others. We may have to give up 

personal freedom to do things that are unimportant in the grand scheme of things 

but may negatively impact others. The goal is unity. That is the thrust of Paul’s 

admonition to both the strong and the weak.

When all was said and done, Paul’s resolution to the matter was to accept 

one another in spite of scruples. Paul was not only suggesting that strong 

believers accept weak believers but also commanding it. To accept or receive 

them means to treat them as a brother or sister in Christ, to swallow our pride and 

to set aside our petty differences for the sake of the church.

We must not be stricter than God is. If God has accepted a brother or 

sister, so should we. We cannot unite on falsehood. We must be united in the 

truth, not opinions.

Here’s a truth we all need to see when it comes to scrupulous matters that 

often divide us – somebody doesn’t have to be wrong. Seeing things from two 

different perspectives doesn’t necessarily mean that one person must be wrong 

while the other must be right. Opinions should never be bound on another or 

present a stumbling block to fellow Christians.

Fair Haven Children’s 

Home food list on 

bulletin board in foyer.


