Town of Bellmont
Regular Meeting
July 20, 2026

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Bellmont, County of Franklin and State of New York was held at the Bellmont Town Hall, Monday, July 20, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.

Attendance
Present:		Sara Titus			Town Supervisor
			Greg Langdon			Councilman
			Jeff Manley			Councilman
			Wayne Rogers			Councilman
			Harley Titus			Councilman
			Lee Davis			Highway Superintendent
			Stacey Mailloux		Bookkeeper
			Lisa Vanier			Town Clerk
Candace Charland, Brenda Perreault, Crystal Narduce from Friends of the North Country, Bruce Berditt of MVLA, David Stewart, Daniel Kelly, Sandi Riley, Cynthia Lecery, Marsha and Jerry Hickey, Mary and Steve Valley, Jane Blyth & Doug Mesara, Jennifer Blyth-Schmaudt, Amy Farmer 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.
A motion was made by Jeff Manley to accept the minutes of the June 15 Regular business meeting, seconded by Harley Titus.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Wayne Rogers to accept the minutes of the July 8 Public Hearing, seconded by Greg Langdon.  Motion carried.

Bruce Burditt of the MVA reported on the efforts to control milfoil on the local lakes.  No ProCella treatments are necessary this year.  Divers are clearing milfoil in other areas.


Friends of the North Country
Crystal Narduce from Friends of the North Country shared the services offered to the Town in applying for HSBC grants.  The cost to the Town is $1,650 for Friends to complete the process for the Town.  A motion was made by Jeff Manley for the Town to move forward with Friends of the North Country acting on its behalf in completing the Grant application.  Seconded by Harley Titus.  Motion carried.

BESS Moratorium
Supervisor Titus read aloud an email received from Katherine Brickley in which she requests the Town consider a moratorium on BESS.
Resolution #11
Resolution No. 11 of 2026
Adopted July 20, 2026

Introduced by Harley Titus
who moved its adoption

Seconded by Wayne Rogers

RESOLUTION ADOPTING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW
[bookmark: _Hlk187230614]IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON LOCATING BATTERY 
ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS IN THE TOWN OF BELLMONT

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 10 of the NYS Municipal Home Rule Law, the Town Board of the Town of Bellmont (the “Town”) has the authority to adopt local laws to protect the health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the Town; and

WHEREAS, a sudden increase in developmental pressures within the Town with respect to development of battery energy storage systems have given rise to concerns relative to the potential impacts of such systems on the health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the Town; and

WHEREAS, battery energy storage systems present unique fire and safety concerns requiring additional research to evaluate these risks; and

WHEREAS, a proposed local law enacting a moratorium on locating battery energy storage systems in the Town has been prepared to address the concerns; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board scheduled a public hearing to be held before the Town Board on Wednesday, July 8 at 6:00 p.m. at the town hall to hear all interested parties regarding the adoption of a proposed local law imposing a moratorium on locating battery energy storage systems in the Town; and
		
	WHEREAS, notice of said public hearing was duly posted by the Town Clerk on the Town’s official sign board, and then published in the official newspaper of the Town, pursuant to and in conformance with Section 20 of the Municipal Home Rule Law; and	
						
	WHEREAS, said public hearing was duly held and all parties in attendance were permitted an opportunity to be heard relative to the proposed local law; and 

	WHEREAS, the consideration of the proposed local law, is a Type II action pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), as codified under 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(36) et. seq.  
	
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
	
	RESOLVED, the Town Board, upon due deliberation of the proposed local law and the comments presented at the public hearing, finds that the adoption of the same shall be in the best interests of the Town and protects the public health, safety and welfare. The proposed local law is limited in its duration and scope to permit the Town Board time to evaluate the impacts of such battery energy storage systems and draft regulations or local law provisions, if deemed necessary by the Town, regarding such systems; and be it further

	RESOLVED, the proposed local law is hereby adopted, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof; and be it further  

	RESOLVED, the Clerk is hereby instructed to file a certified copy of the local law in the Office of the Secretary of State; and be it further
				
RESOLVED, this resolution shall take effect immediately.



Vote		Greg Langdon			Yes
		Jeff Manley			Yes
		Wayne Rogers		Yes
		Harley Titus			Yes
		Sara Titus			Yes

Signed ____________________________________________________________
	Lisa Vanier, Town Clerk



Supervisor’s Financial Report Dated June 30, 2026
Copies of the monthly financial reports were distributed to the board with additional copies available for the public in attendance.
Motion made to accept the Town Supervisor’s Financial Report by Greg Langdon, seconded by Jeff Manley.  Motion carried.
Code Officer Report
5 permit applications were received in June for a total of $342.55.
Highway Superintendent’s Report
· The Town received a CHIPS reimbursement on July 14 in the amount of $283,000.
· Roadside mowing is in progress.
· Blacktopping should begin by July 22, 2026.
· The crew handled washouts quickly and effectively.

Town Supervisor’s Report
· Thank you to Owls Head Mountain View Community Connections for hosting our Town meeting.
· The Audit of Fiscal Year 2024 is complete.  Copies have been shared with the Board and will be posted on the Town website.
· Dedication plaque for Revolutionary War Veterans is on display at the Chateaugay Town Hall.  Supervisor Titus is working on acquiring flags for the gravesites of the 2 veterans from the Town.
· Franklin County Land Bank in partnership with Homes and Community Renewal is launching an Owner-Occupied Repair Program.  This program will provide up to 12 qualified homeowners with financial assistance.
· NYMIR training must be completed before the end of the year.  There is a session available on August 12, 2026.
Committee Reports
Food Pantry: 	Food Pantry received an $800 grant.  The Committee is looking for possible uses for the grant money.
	Highway: 	Nothing new to report.  
Insurance: 	Nothing new to report
Old Business
The Forge Dam gazebo is taped off.  The Highway Crew will do what can be done to straighten it.  If repairs are not possible the Town will look into purchasing a new smaller gazebo.
Public Comment
Jerry Hicky expressed appreciation for the Town’s support of the work on the lakes in the Town.
Mary Valley expressed appreciation to the Town for holding meetings in Owls Head.  She also asked about regulations for short term rentals and whether the Town was plans for future regulations.  The Town has no plans for either.
Cindy Lemery shared that the stop sign at the end of Brown Benoit Road where it meets County Route 27 moves considerably in the wind and is hitting a power pole, causing damage to both the sign and the pole.  She also expressed concern about speeding vehicles on County Route 27.  Highway Superintendent Davis will check out the sign and move it if necessary.
Jane Blyth asked about rumors that Indian Lake Road and Papoose Lane were being paved.  Highway Superintendent Davis shared that neither road was slated for paving, and Papoose Lane was a private road, and not under the care of the Town.
Town Clerk Report
Income: Dogs = $36.00, Genealogy = $22.00, Bingo Proceeds = $8.73, Certified Copies = 10.00
Disbursement: NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets = $4.00

The next regular Town Board Meeting will be held on Monday, August 17, 2026, at the Owls Head Mountain View Community Center at 6:30 p.m.
Motion to audit and pay General Fund Abstract #6 Vouchers #123 – 149 in the amount of _______ and Highway Fund Abstract #5 Vouchers #77 – 91 in the amount of $159,523.60 made by Greg Langdon, seconded by Jeff Manley.  Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn made by Wayne Rogers, seconded by Jeff Manley.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m.
