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Social Services Glossary

Social worker – This is a worker that supports children and young people who are looked after by the Local Authority. Child and family social workers protect vulnerable children and support families in need of assistance. Social workers help people to solve and cope with problems in their everyday lives. One of the roles of social workers is to help others overcome their hardships and live promising lives.

CA 1989 - The Children Act (1989) – The Children Act 1989 is a United Kingdom Act of Parliament which allocates duties to local authorities, courts, parents, and other agencies in the United Kingdom, to ensure children are safeguarded and their welfare is promoted.

Children and family court – The Family Court and Family Division deal with all kinds of legal disputes to do with children and the breakdown of relationships.  Most seriously, the Family Court will deal with cases where the government (local councils, in practice) intervenes in a family to protect children from harm. That can lead to the children being taken into care and eventually adopted or placed with extended family.
Family lawyers sometimes refer to this as “public” family law, because it has to do with disputes between individuals and the state. The Family Court also deals with family ‘private family law’, such dispute between individuals, i.e. divorce. Working out where children live after their parents split up, and other disputes having to do with children.

Guardian Ad Litem - The role of a children’s guardian is to act on behalf of a child in Family Court proceedings with the duty of safeguarding the interests of the child. The court will decide about whether a children’s guardian should be appointed and if so, Cafcass will allocate one of its officers to the role of children’s guardian.
[bookmark: _Hlk66597750]Dols – Deprivation of Liberty order – Usually granted by the court to ensure safety of the child and denial of some liberty, going out, or phone can be removed, and general putting some limitation in place for the child to keep them safe.  Dols can be renewed, on giving reason this is still necessary. 
Your liberty can only be taken away under the Mental Capacity Act if:
· you are 16 or over
· you lack capacity to agree to the restrictions
· the care home or hospital where you are staying has successfully applied for an authorisation from the local authority
· the deprivation of liberty safeguards have been followed
· or where the Court of Protection grants permission.


CAWN – Child abduction warning notices (CAWN) CAWN’s are a tactic used by police and social care to protect children from people that may place them at risk. They are warning letters to those that are believed to be involved in harbouring children, which is the reason that until recently they were commonly known as ‘Harbourers Warnings".
They are relevant to the following criminal offences:
Sec 2. Child Abduction Act 1984
Sec 49. Children Act 1989
There are two types of CAWN to reflect the two offences above:S2 - for a child under 16, where the more serious offence of Child Abduction applies
S49 - for the alternative offence involving a child over 16 years and who is subject to a Full Care Order or emergency protection (Emergency Protection Order or Police Protection).


Foster placement – This is taking a child’s in to care and caring for them as part of your family. There are different types of foster placements, short-term, long term and respite placements.

Foster carers -Foster carers usually specialise in caring for children of a particular age. For example, some will foster babies or very young children before they are adopted or move in with a friend or family member. Other foster carers look after primary-school-aged children or prefer to offer a home to teenagers.

Long-term fostering -The expression “long-term foster care” is not purely about the length of time, but rather refers to the care plan and the type of care which will be best for the child. Long-term foster care means that the care plan for the child is to remain in a specific fostering placement, usually until reaching adulthood and leaving care, and certainly for the foreseeable future.

Stability / Permanence - Stability means ensuring that every child in care is found the right placement as soon as possible. Where this is with a foster family, both child and carer are supported to help make the placement work for as long as the child needs. Careful matching between the child and the foster family is the first step in achieving stability.

Attachment -   Attachment is a deep, emotional bond that forms between two people.  Most children looked after may not have developed attachment to a care giver.

Bonding –the formation of a close relationship, gained through frequent or constant association

Legal status –A person under the age of majority who has been granted the legal status of adulthood. Legal status is under the children Act 1989. i.e. s.38, s.31 etc.

Care Plans - Every child and young person who is looked after will have a Care Plan which sets out what services and other help will be provided to them and their family. The Care Plan will say what the council and other agencies will do to meet the child’s needs including Placement, health, education, identity, family relationships and hobbies. The care plan will set out the needs of the child or young person, the planned outcomes and the way in which services should respond to these needs.

LA – Local Authority - an official organization that is responsible for governing an area of the country.

LADO – Local Authority Designated Officer, investigate harm and serious injury to a child and this investigation can lead to a child to be looked after. The Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) responds to allegations made about people who work or care for children. 

IRO – Independent Reviewing Officers are social workers, who are also experienced social work managers whose duty is to ensure the care plans for children in care are legally compliant and, in the child’s best interest. All local authorities have a duty to appoint an IRO to every child in care. Independent Reviewing Officers (IROs) protect children’s interests throughout the care planning process, and they are to ensure that children’s care plans do not 'drift', and that recommendations meet the needs of the child and are implemented. They have an important role in deciding what happens in your future. Independent Reviewing Officer’s duty is to review, plan, monitor performance  of the local authority and to identify areas of poor practice, raise disputes resolution as appropriate, if there is a drift in the child’s care plan. The Independent reviewing officer ensure permanency is achieved for the child, through long term foster care, adoption, special guardianship, or residence order – could be through connected carers / family.
IFRO – Independent Fostering Reviewing Officers. The purpose is to review the foster carer’s approval to determine whether the foster carer and their household continue to be suitable to foster and, if so, whether the foster carer’s terms continue to be appropriate.
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