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January was Human Trafficking Month
According to the Polaris Project* in 2019:

« Traffickers prey on vulnerable victims. Runaway homeless youth was the second
biggest risk factor to someone becoming trafficked.

o The top 5 forms of force are substance abuse issues, physical abuse, sexual
abuse, intimidation, and emotional abuse.

o The Inland Empire is one of the top places across the nation where human traf-
ficking situations happen.

o The average age at time trafficking began is 17.

At YouthHope, we regularly help youth who have or are being trafficked. As you can see
from the stats above, our youth are prime targets for Traffickers.

*3 things we do at YouthHope to STOP Human Trafficking:

1. Work with local law enforcement and safe houses to help our youth escape these terrible
situations
2. Educate our youth to spot red flags of trafficking before they become victims to it.

3. Earn the trust of our youth so they can be truthful with us and tell us when they find
themselves in a bad situation.

*https:/ /polatisproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Polaris-2019-US-National-Human-
Trafficking-Hotline-Data-Report.pdf

Meet YouthHope Staff

Corinne is our Director of Fundraising! She started at YouthHope in 2020.

Corinne is a mom of 2 who has her Bachelors Degree in Public Health. She puts on
~ fundraisers for YouthHope which has become even more dif-
ficult due to COVID-19. She is also our Girls House RA. She
does a great job at making our girls feel loved and safe.

She wanted to work for YouthHope because she wanted to
help youth and see them become self-sufficient. Her favorite
part of working at YouthHope is being able to connect with the

youth at the local park and on the street by spending time
with the youth and getting to know them while we feed them.

When she’s not working, Corinne loves being active through
running, biking, and playing with her kids. She also loves writ-
ing music and wrote a song for YouthHope that you can listen

to at www.youthhope.org.

We love having Corinne at YouthHope. Her positive spirit and hard working mindset is
contagious!
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I've Never Had To Ask For Help

A Note From the Founder

our youth. They are prime
targets and Traffickers know
how to make it sound ap-
pealing.

This year is starting off great
here at YouthHope. We are serv-
ing our youth and our community
through food and groceries.

We’'re also working on how to
safely put on a few fundraisers
this year. Make sure you are fol-
lowing us on our social media
pages to stay up to date with
what is happening weekly at
YouthHope.

As we reflect on Human Traffick-
ing, my mind goes to one of our
youth that just escaped the hor-
ror of being trafficked.
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She was visiting an old friend
when she realized that this friend
only invited her over to get her
into a trafficking ring.

After a horrendous 48 hours of
being raped over and over, and a
gun pointed at her head most of
the time, she fought her way out
and was able to escape. Youth-
Hope was her first call! Unfortu-
nately, the traumatic situation led
to a relapse in drug use, but we
are working with her to help her
overcome this time.

This is not the first instance of
trafficking that we have seen in

Through our skills class, we
are able to teach our youth
about the warning signs and
how to avoid these situa-
tions.

My heart breaks for the vic-
tims and | hope we can see
an end to human trafficking!




