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• Vans Shoes 

 

The YouthHope Post 

YouthHope invites you to our 13th annual benefit dinner and evening of 
awareness and Open House. 

 
Thursday May 16, 2024 

YouthHope Drop-In Center  
1175 W. Redlands Blvd. Redlands, CA 92373 

Awareness Hour: 5:30pm 
Dinner and Program: 6:30pm 

Sign up at www.youthhope.org/walk-in-their-shoes 
 

Walk in Their Shoes 

Meet our Supporters 

This month we want to highlight another amazing supporter, Tom Kaney. If you 

don’t know Tom, you are missing out. Tom heard about YouthHope through 

one of our Board Members, Chris Martin.  

Tom attended our Walk in Their Shoes Dinner and was touched hearing the 

youth speak. He wanted to learn more about YouthHope after that and met with 

Heidi at our Drop-In Center so he could see where we help our youth. He was 

drawn to support YouthHope because of how conscious we are about how we 

spend our money. He saw that donors money was being spent on our solid pro-

grams.  

Tom tells other people thinking about supporting YouthHope that YouthHope 

helps the most at-risk youth. We are taking on extreme cases and our programs 

are saving lives. We’re getting youth off the street and into jobs and housing. 

YouthHope’s programs are essential! 

Tom also sees the passion and commitment at YouthHope. Since Heidi doesn’t 

take a salary, he sees how committed she is to helping the youth in our commu-

nity. 

Thank you so much Tom for supporting YouthHope. You are an incredible per-

son and we are so thankful for all that you have done and continue to do for 

YouthHope. 

 



 I’ve known and have 
been a part of YouthHope for 
years. I come regularly, I use 
the resources all the time, 
and I consider the people at 
YouthHope to be my family. 

My own family abandoned 
me  early on in my life. I only 
have rare contact with my 
sister, but even that relation-
ship is rocky. 

I was doing good. I was in 
school, working, and living in 
a decent place. I thought that 
I had everything figured out. 

But then I had a bad week-
end. I ended up back in old 
habits, with old friends, and 
substances. 

I knew that what I was doing 
wasn’t good, but I couldn't 
stop. My anxiety and depres-
sion were coming back and I 
just wanted to escape reality 
for a bit. 

The next day when I was 
hungover and even more de-
pressed and suicidal, I came 
to YouthHope.  

I wasn't scared to tell Heidi 
what had happened and I 
knew that she would help. I 
guess that’s what happens 
when you are loved uncondi-
tionally. I knew that they 
would still love me even 
when I made such a huge 
mistake. 

I came in crying and asking 
for help because I didn't trust 
myself.  

There’s Always Another Chance 
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A Note From the Founder 
I hope your year has started 

off great. Our year has started 

off busy! We have already 

seen so many youth who 

need help with year.  

We have helped youth get 

into housing, helped them 

with Food Handler’s Certifi-

cates, given them boxes of 

groceries, and have been a 

support for them in any way 

they need. 

I am really excited for our 

Walk in Their Shoes Benefit 

Dinner. This year we are hav-

ing our dinner at our Drop In 

Center. We want to be able to 

show everyone where  we 

help our youth. I know its go-

ing to be a great night with 

dinner, stories from our 

youth, and a chance to help 

YouthHope continue our mis-

sion. I hope you all are able 

to make it. Space is limited so 

make sure you sign up soon. 

We saw over 400 brand new 

youth last year. These are 

youth who have never 

stepped into YouthHope be-

fore. That means we are 

needed more than ever. 

There are more at-risk and 

homeless youth that need 

our resources to become 

self-sufficient.  

Thank you so much for sup-

porting us as we continue to 

help every youth that needs 

assistance in our communi-

ty. 

I am so thankful for each 

and every one of you. 

  

 

We saw 792 different youth last year. 

Did You Know? 

Heidi got me immediate 
medical help and also help 
with my substance abuse. 

I’m on my way to a rehab 
where I will work on healing 
myself. I want to get back to 
the healthy version of me so 
I can continue to succeed. 

I know that I will eventually 
get through this, but I also 
know there are always sec-
ond chances at YouthHope. 

Thank you for loving me 
YouthHope, even the hard 
and broken parts. 

  


