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The YouthHope Post 

Back-To-School Event at YouthHope 
The week that school started, we let our youth go “shopping” for school sup-

plies, shoes, and clothing that was so generously donated. Our youth loved it 

and left YouthHope ready to start school. 

-126 youth attended our back to school event 

-92 youth got a new pair of shoes 

-162 youth got a hot meal that day  



My life has sucked from the begin-
ning. I don’t say that lightly. It has 
SUCKED! I don’t know my parents. 
They bailed early on because of 
drugs and left me and my sister with 
my grandma. My grandma seems to 
have it together and seems to be 
strong, but there’s one person that 
makes her weak and cower in the 
corner… Her nephew. He has lived 
with her nearly his whole life, which 
means we have all lived together for 

a long time.  

My earliest memories of him are ones 
of him yelling at me, pushing me, and 
raping me. I don’t have a single 
memory that doesn't involve some 

kind of abuse.  

CPS got involved early on and me 
and my sister were in and out of fos-
ter care the majority of my life. My 
grandma’s nephew served time in 
prison for what he did to me and my 

sister. 

When I turned 16 and I knew he was 
going to be released, I left. I didn't 
have anywhere to go, but I knew that 
if I stayed at my grandmas house, I 
would be back in the same abuse 

cycle. 

I found YouthHope and started com-
ing as much as I could. I was home-
less and was either sleeping under 
freeway overpasses or on a friends 

couch if I could find one.  

I remained focused on school and 
knew that if I didn't finish high school 
then I wouldn't be able to move for-
ward. I graduated high school when I 
turned 17. As I was walking across 
the stage to get my diploma, I looked 
out and didn't see one single family 
member there. But do you know who 
was there? The staff from Youth-
Hope. They have been there for me 
from the moment I walked into Youth-

Hope. 

So now where am I? 

I’m Stronger Than I Look  
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A Note From the Founder 
Our Day in the Park Car Show is 

coming up really soon. It is a big 

day and we hope you will join us. 

We have some great cars signed 

up, amazing vendors to shop 

with, a fun kids zone with games 

and activities, and many ways to 

support YouthHope. 

We will have a silent auction and 

opportunity baskets and all pro-

ceeds from the Kids Zone goes 

directly to YouthHope programs.  

It’s going to be a full day of fun 

and we hope that you will come 

out and experience it with us.  

This is a great opportunity for the 

community to learn more about 

YouthHope in a family friendly 

environment. So invite your 

friends and coworkers and family 

and come to the park! 

It’s been a busy start to the 

school year. We had a back-to-

school event where youth got to 

come and shop our school sup-

plies and clothes so they would 

be prepared for the first day of 

school and we had a great turn-

out. Many youth came to get the 

essentials so they can have a 

great year and not allow barriers 

to stop them from succeed-

ing this year.  

I’m so excited to see all that 

our youth will accomplish this 

year.   

I can’t wait to see you all at 

Sylvan Park September 7 

between 8am-3pm.  

Thank you for supporting 

YouthHope and believing in 

our mission to help homeless 

and at-risk youth! 

I recently got accepted into the mili-
tary. I just have to wait until I’m 18 to 
head out. So until then, I’ve been 
spending my days volunteering any-

where that I can. 

You can find me at YouthHope help-
ing where I can and trying to make 
the days go by quicker. I can’t wait to 
start my military life and get out of this 

town.  

Thank you YouthHope for being there 
when I literally had no one. Without 
your help, I wouldn't have had the 
drive and determination to fight for my 

future.  

 

   

 

168 different youth attended our Skill Classes in 2018! 
These classes teach skills such as nutrition, exercise, dan-

gers of drugs, etc.  

Did You Know? 


