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Our world loves to talk about the pursuit of peace. This is a big discussion since every person on planet earth desires peace. In this pastor’s page I would like to explain what true peace is according to Scripture. When we think of the word peace there are a few definitions we can put forth. One is that peace is the absence of conflict. When we hear of a peace treaty what this means is that a lack of conflict is desired between two (or more) nations. Our world loves the thought of wars stopping and enjoying a prolonged period of peace. There have been many conflicts in history, and what this world knows is the earth would be a much better place if conflict ceased. But the greatest conflict this world has ever known is the conflict between God and sinners. The Bible teaches that, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Scripture also teaches that man’s sin has made him an object of God’s just wrath (Ephesians 2:3). The holy God of the universe will bring every sin into account. But the good news for humanity is that Jesus was sent into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). 
Jesus died on the cross to reconcile sinners to God (1 Peter 3:18). This leads to an objective peace in the world that all can have if they receive Christ. As the apostle Paul wrote to believers, “since we have been justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” This is one of the ways that Scripture defines peace, the peace between God and man established through Christ. 
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But the remainder of this article will focus on personal peace that can be had in the human heart. As I mentioned, everyone desires peace, but how can it be achieved? The Bible makes it clear that true peace only comes from God, and only his people have it. A benediction in the earlier part of Scripture states that God’s peace is with believers (Numbers 6:26). The Hebrew 
Shalom 
was the blessing that God gave to his people. 
When the apostle Paul wrote to the churches in the New Testament he reminded them of the peace they had in the Lord. He often started off his letters by writing, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 1:7). 
So
 what is this biblical peace that all believers have?
True biblical peace is the absence or diminishing of distress. When Jesus was about to be crucified he knew his disciples would be tempted to be overwhelmed with distress. 
This is why
 he told them, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27). Jesus did not want his disciples to be overwhelmed by distress, so he told them he would give them his peace. As he tells them not to be troubled, this does not mean that distress would be entirely absent in very difficult situations. Jesus himself was distressed when he was in the Garden of Gethsemane awaiting his arrest (Mark 14:34). But we know that this distress did not overtake him. We know this number one because Jesus never sinned (1 Peter 2:22).
  
To be overtaken by distress is sinful. We do not often think of anxiety in this way, but it is true. Jesus commanded us, “Do not worry about your life (Matthew 6:25) and the apostle Paul wrote, “Do not be anxious about anything” (Philippians 4:6).
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To let worry overtake us is to sin because we are not trusting God to handle the situation. This is doubt and all doubting of God is sin (James 1:6-8). But Christ in Gethsemane did not sin. We know that anxiety did not overtake Christ because of how he carried himself through the trial and the crucifixion. The overwhelming anxiety that Jesus had was short lived and did not rule the day. When Jesus was unjustly under trial he either calmly did not speak (Mark 14:61) or he boldly spoke about his identity as God’s Son (Mark 14:62). This was a man who had the peace of God. 
The apostle Peter described Christ in these moments as one who was “entrusting himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23). The author of Hebrews stated that because of the joy that was set before him Christ was able to endure the cross (Hebrews 12:2). Anxiety did not overtake Christ; rather his trust in God gave him peace. This shows us that anxiety and peace can be intermingled at times. But what makes the presence of this distress not sinful is that anxiety does not rule the day, rather the peace of God does. This intermingling of emotions is consistent with the rest of Scripture. The apostle Paul wrote that he was “sorrowful yet always rejoicing” (2 Corinthians 6:10), and Paul also wrote that Christians should rejoice always (Philippians 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:16). True peace is always accompanied by joy. This does not mean that when you have peace you will be happy go lucky all the time, but rather a constant satisfaction in the Lord will be present. The peace and joy 
is
 not in the circumstances but in the Lord (Nehemiah 8:10). The example of Christ shows that He was in a place of tranquility, and an unshakable joy was present in him as he endured the distress of the cross event. This is the peace that Jesus gives his people. True peace only comes from him and nowhere else. Scripture tells believers to pursue peace when distressing times come (Psalm 34:14). The way to pursue this from God is through prayer (Philippians 4:6). This is what the world is searching for, and until people find Christ they will always long after this peace. Let us be grateful that as Disciples of Christ we have this “peace of God that surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7).  
 
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Seth
) (
Eureka Baptist Church
2393 210th Avenue
St. Croix Falls, WI  54024
715-483-9464
www.eurekabapchurch.com
Sunday Morning Service
: 
10:00am
*Kid's Church during Service
Adult Sunday School
: 
9:00am
Bible Study: Wednesdays 6:30pm
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A Note from Pastor Seth
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Eureka Baptist Church Women’s Retreat
  
 
 
  
During the last weekend of October, sixteen women gathered for a Women’s Retreat at the Brick House Getaway outside of 
Centuria
, Wisconsin. It was an opportunity to consider things of the Lord and to get to know one another better. I would say these objectives were met!
We began by partaking in a meal on Friday evening. Everyone contributed to our Faith Soup, and it was a delicious blend of beef, green beans, wild rice, carrots, tomatoes, black beans, celery, onion, potatoes, and probably other things I am forgetting. It was the perfect meal for a cold and rainy evening. 
Our facilitator for the retreat, Cyndee Buck, a creative arts consultant from Plymouth, MN reminded us that our God is a creative God, and, as creatures formed in His image, we also are creative! With the goal of the retreat being building relationships, we each made a prayer journal and decorated the cover to visually reflect what was on our hearts. Sharing them with one another was meaningful! 
Some ladies did not spend the night, but Brianna led us in song before they departed. The remaining ladies played an insightful “getting to know you” game before retiring for the night in quaint bedrooms.
The next morning coffee, an egg casserole (Thank you, Karen!), toast and bagels, and fruit got us off to a good start before we had a short but focused Bible Study on our key verses for the weekend: Matthew 18:20, Hebrews 3:13, and Hebrews 10:24-25. Using those verses as inspiration, we decorated small canvases. We concluded our gathering with prayer.
It was a wonderful time of fellowship, and plans are in the works as to what aspects should be kept and what should be changed for our next gathering.
  
Thank you to all who attend
ed, thank you to all who prayed!
2018 Harvest Festival
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CHRISTMAS TRUCE OF 1914
In the midst of
 the unrelenting violence of World War I, a ceasefire suddenly swept across areas of the Western front in 1914. Massive amounts of life had already been extinguished, but there was one circumstance that halted the brutality and bloodshed.
It was the first Christmas of the war. It was a day for peace – if only fleeting.
On the night before Christmas, Captain Arthur O’Sullivan of the British army’s Royal Irish Rifles was stationed in Rue du 
Bois
, France. He heard a German accent float from across the barracks. It said, “Do not shoot after 12 o’clock and we will not do so either.” Then, “If you English come out and talk to us, we won’t fire.”
One Irish rifleman ventured out of his trench to test the invitation. After arriving back safely with a German cigar as a gift, others made their way onto the still battlefield. No Man’s Land filled with soldiers meeting each other halfway.
And 
so
 began the unofficial Christmas Truce of 1914. 
Along the lines in France and Belgium, soldiers began hearing carols in the distance. German troops sang “
Stille
 Nacht, 
Heilige
 Nacht” (“Silent Night, Holy Night”) and the Allied troops chimed in – singing in alternating languages.
Cautiously, more soldiers began emerging. Germans held up lanterns and called to the British – assuring them in broken English that they wouldn’t shoot. Instead, they wished them a Merry Christmas. Men from both sides intermingled, shook hands, and shared cigarettes and food
.
            
)[image: ][image: ][image: ] (
Women’s Bible Study
Saturday, 
December 1st
9:00am
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Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, 
December 8th
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Some, despite a great debate of the event, even say that a soccer game broke out. Historian Alan Wakefield said, “If it happened — and there’s very few collaborative accounts — there’s second, third-hand accounts of somebody hearing of a game going on somewhere.” However, if you’re keeping score, those who heard about it happening said the game ended three to two for the Germans.
Photograph of soldiers playing football in no man’s land during The Christmas Truce.
The Christmas Truce also provided a time for the armies to collect their deceased soldiers from the fields. This gesture meant a lot in terms of respect for the dead for both sides.
Many generals and senior officers were not on board with this overall show of goodwill. In some areas, peace lasted until the first few days of 1915 without many shots fired. The military made it clear that this was not acceptable wartime behavior. Another holiday truce of this kind was never recorded.
Fighting did still occur on Christmas in some areas. Corporal Clifford Lane of H Company Hertfordshire regiment explains that upon seeing some Germans emerge from the trenches with lanterns, he was ordered to open fire.
“The Germans did not reply to our fire and carried on with their celebrations.” Corporal Lane 
remember
ed
. “They ignored us and were having a very fine time indeed and we continued in our wet trenches 
trying to make the most of it.”  
He later regretted not engaging in the truce with the Germans. “It would have been a good experience,” he said.
But back in 1914, things magically aligned to allow for some holiday spirit. The soldiers involved in the Great War were either green newcomers or weathered veterans. They’d expected the fighting to be short and done by Christmas. The war wasn’t too ‘dirty’; the propaganda machine hadn’t churned up the seething hatred against sides.
The truce is attributed to the last of the romanticized, ‘gentlemanly’ soldiers of the era. These men confronted their enemies face to face. Military strategies may have certainly changed, but it’s comforting to know that on one frosty Christmas morning, adversaries laid down their arms. That they extended hands in a gesture of peace; however temporary it may be.
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Bible Study
Wednesdays
6:30pm
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Kids Church
Sunday mornings during Morning Service
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Morning Service
Sunday Mornings
10:00am
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Adult Sunday School
Sunday Mornings
9:00am
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March Kid’s Night
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No 
Adult Sunday School
 classes on Sunday, December 23
rd
.
Join us for the
 
CAROL SING
!  December 16
th
 at 6:30pm.  It’s always a popular event, so make sure to let friends and family know about it early!  A great tradition for the Christmas Season!
We’re updating 
church records
.  If we do not have your birthday and anniversary, please email Amber – 
j.a.lindo@hotmail.com
We’re keeping everyone up to date with 
WEEKLY NEWS BLASTS
.  If you’d like to receive them, please contact us!  A lot of important information is included in these emails.  
Parents of children
 – if you have any questions about the children’s portion of the Christmas Service, please see Abby Swanson.
No 
Bible Study
 on Wednesday, December 26
th
.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!
) (
2018 Board Members
Deacons
Shaun Anderson
Gordon Trombley
Elders
Mark Brooks
Rob Mickelson
Trustees
Randy Clark
Jeremiah Johnson
Shaun Anderson
Deaconess
Barbara Trombley
Amber Lindo
Hansi
 
Stridde
Abby Swanson
Secretary
Amber Lindo
Treasurers
Hansi
 
Stridde
Abby Swanson
) (
Christmas Service
Sunday, December 23
rd
Treats, coffee and cider
9:20am
Christmas Service
10:00am
Please invite friends and neighbors to celebrate the birth of our Savior!
If you’d like to contribute to the Christmas Service, please talk with Pastor Seth.  
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Eureka Baptist Church
CAROL SING
Sunday, December 16
th
6:
00
pm
Bring your family, friends and neighbors to enjoy an evening of singing Christmas songs in a candlelit church.  
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Thank you, Eureka Baptist Church!  Your generosity provided 16 shoeboxes to children 
all across
 the world. Every recipient will hear the gospel in their own language, so be sure to pray for them. Those of you who are following your boxes online be sure to keep us posted about where your box is delivered. May God be glorified!
-Karen Mickelson-
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Submitted by Abby Swanson
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Happy Birthday!!
Pastor Seth 
Brickley
 12/3
Jeff Lindo 12/7
Teresa Crowder 12/7
Shaila
 Johnson 12/11
Brianna 
Brickley
 12/14
Shaun Anderson 12/20
Patsy Anderson 12/30
Do we have your birthday and ann
iversary
? We’d love to pray for you on your special day!  Please 
email your information to Amber!  J.a.lindo@hotmail.com
)
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Eureka Baptist Church
2393 210th Avenue
St. Croix Falls, WI  54024
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Every new snotflake comes to the earth
as a picture of our Saviour’ birth,
because they are sent from up above
and remind us of God's care and love.

Each one s o intricate and small
because Christ sees the details of us al,
and just as two are never the same

the Lord knows and calls us each by name.

Snowflakes gently cover the world in white
and hide what's unlovely from our sight

showing us how He covers our sin

and gives us His grace when we come to Him. o

So may every snowflake bring Christ to mind 3
and i every bit of white may you find

a reason to celebrate anew
: .
and a reminder of His love for you. *.

—Holley Gerth— 5





image35.png
KING SIZE BED





image36.jpeg
Thisis the

season

Thisis the





image37.jpeg
EUREKA BARTIST
CHURCH
FOUNDED 1381

un
Morning Worship... 0am
Wesw! b . TH





image38.png




image1.png
t ‘“’L} ‘ ‘ ‘ \\?, | a A
B @“ L W & ] ﬁg\ |
v I"/ | A ? \ ¥ //‘

JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE JESUS THIS CHRISTMAS
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