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A Note from Pastor Seth 
 We live in a world where people are 

fascinated with greatness. People ask 

who is the greatest musician? Who is 

the greatest artist? Who is the greatest 

athlete? Who is the greatest inventor? 

Who is the greatest president? People 

are fascinated by greatness and we even 

have rankings as to who is the greatest. 

Historians rank presidents from the 

worst to the best. Usually when people 

talk about greatness what they have in 

mind is the level that one rose to in this 

world as one maximized his or her 

ability. In one sense greatness can be 

defined this way. I remember hearing a 

story about the environment when 

Boston Red Sox great Pedro Martinez 

pitched. When he pitched everyone was 

riveted; the hallways of the concourse 

were empty. No one was standing in 

line at the concession stand and no one 

was using the restroom. Everyone had 

to see this man pitch. In a similar 

fashion in the early 1970s there was a 

young runner from Oregon by the name 

of Steve Prefontaine. He died tragically 

at the age of twenty-four in a car crash 

but what he accomplished as a young 

runner was remarkable. He once held 

every American record from 2,000 to 

10,000 meters. When people saw him 

run they said, “we have never seen 

anything like it.” People know greatness 

when they see it. Greatness can be 

defined this way. When one sees 

another excel at something far beyond 

what is normal it is correct to call this 

greatness, but when the Bible talks 

about human greatness this is not the 

focus. 

During Jesus’ ministry the disciples 

were having a conversation about who 

was the greatest among them, and 

noticing that their understanding of  

greatness was skewed Jesus took the 

opportunity to tell them about true 

greatness. As Mark 9:35-37 Jesus said, 

“If anyone would be first, he must be last 

of all and servant of all. And he took a 

child and put him in the midst of them, 

and taking him in his arms, he said to 

them, ‘whoever receives one such child 

in my name receives me, and whoever 

receives me, receives not me but him 

who sent me.” The disciples 

understanding of greatness was one 

selfishly rising to heights beyond others. 

But Jesus makes it clear that it is not 

those motivated by selfish ambition that 

are the greatest. Rather, Jesus used the 

lowly child to show that in God’s eyes it 

is those who are humble and live to serve 

others who are truly great. Great ones 

serve others when no one is looking and 

even help the downtrodden of the world. 

Those who humble themselves and live 

with a servant’s heart are the ones who 

are great. But the ones who the world 

considers great are not in God’s eyes. 

These are the people who want to be 

great for selfish reasons, stepping on 

others in the process to arrive at certain 

heights. But the great ones in God’s eyes 

love Him with all their heart and this 

shows through the way one lives. Those 

who love God with all their heart take 

the focus off of self to love others. The 

great ones in God’s sight do the hard, 

non-flashy, often unnoticed tasks that 

help others and bring glory to God. 

As we think about this true 

understanding of greatness it is a good 

reminder that the Bible often defines 

things differently than the world does. It 

is noble to desire greatness, but only in 

the way God defines it. To pursue true 

greatness is a rare sight in a world 

engulfed in self-love. 
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The greatest example of greatness is 

Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul tells us to 

follow Jesus example when he wrote to, 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. Let 

each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of 

others…he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:3-4, 

8). It was also written in another place 

about Jesus, “though he was rich, yet for 

your sake he became poor, so that you by 

his poverty might become rich” (2 

Corinthians 8:9). Jesus is the ultimate 

example of greatness. He was the greatest 

in mind and power, and that is a 

greatness that we cannot emulate. 

However, the greatness we can follow is 

one of reflecting his character. Christ 

humbled himself, thinking of others and 

we are to follow his example. In this way 

we will fulfill what Jesus said, “The 

greatest among you must be your 

servant” (Matthew 23:11). 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Seth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE CAMP – SUMMER 2021 

Registration for Bible Camps are 

due soon.  We are encouraging 

grades 1-12 to attend either 

Grindstone Lake Bible Camp 

located in Sandstone, MN, or 

Arrowhead Bible Camp, located in 

New Auburn, WI.   

Please be on watch for scholarship 

opportunities from Eureka Baptist 

Church! 
 

 

 



  

 

 

Penney Family 

 

Progress on the Dakar Church 

 

Imagine a five-story church building in a downtown section of the capital city of a Muslim country!  That is precisely the 20-

year-old dream that has been rising out of the ground in Dakar these days. We’ve given periodic updates on this before, but our 

Senegal colleagues, Steve and Laura Newkirk, recently reported that construction has reached the top floor (see pics, below). 

  

Another cool story from this project is that the building’s neighbors are commenting that it must be an important building, 

because of the quality of the work and materials going into its construction. Even the mayor was impressed and has asked for an 

audience with those behind this work. 

  

Steve and Laura also report the following: 

Someone has offered to help furnish and staff the library level. 

The evangelical seminary has asked about using the classroom level. 

The owner of the building immediately to the right (the yellowish building in the pictures) has provided free water for the 

construction when the city’s pressure fails—which happens frequently. She said, “You have been good neighbors to me, offering 

me use of your land to build my building before you built.” Already a good testimony is being laid. 

Of the $500,000 cost for this land and building, only $75,000 remains to be donated in order to complete it (a bit more will be 

needed for furnishing). 

God is literally building his church in Dakar, Senegal!  Pray for the success of this important venture—most importantly, its 

spiritual success. 

      

 

Above – Men’s Retreat in April.  Not pictured, Ray Chupp. 

Right – The 140th Anniversary Celebration Cookbooks will be here soon!  Once they are 
delivered, we will be selling them.  Please let friends and family know!  Lots of wonderful 

recipes are included! 



  

  Monthly Events 

 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

Saturday, May 1 

9:00am 

 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, May 15 

8:00am 

 

 

 
 

Marriage Bible Study 

Monday, May 10 

6:30pm 



 

  

Weekly Events 

 
 

Sunday School 

Sunday Mornings 

9:00am 

 
 

Morning Service 

Sunday Mornings 

10:00am 

 
 

Kids Church 

Sunday mornings during 

Morning Service 

March 

Kid’s 

Night 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2020 Board Members 

 
Deacons 

Shaun Anderson 

Gordon Trombley 
 

Elder 

Mark Brooks 
 

Trustees 

Randy Clark 
Shaun Anderson 

 
Deaconess 

Barbara Trombley 

Amber Lindo 
Hansi Stridde 

Abby Swanson 

 
Secretary 

Amber Lindo 

 
Treasurers 

Hansi Stridde 

Abby Swanson 

 

Church Announcements 

- Men’s Breakfast will be the third Saturday in May. 

- Marriage Bible Study – Monday, May 10 at 6:30pm 

- Women’s Group is meeting Friday mornings at 9:30am in the Matson Building. 

- Thank you to Hansi Stridde for cleaning the church in April. 

- The Cleaning Schedule and Mowing Schedule is now posted.  Please sign up if you 

are able to help out. 

- Mark your calendars!  140th Anniversary Celebration is Sunday, June 13th! 

- We will start selling the cookbooks in May.  Please watch for more information. 

- Youth Group will be making Communion bread on Saturday, May 1 at 9:00am in 

the church kitchen. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Jadon Taylor 5/9, Chase Talmadge 5/11, Dan Meyers 5/11, 

Mick Ward 5/11, Elijah Braund 5/13, Sam Leggitt 5/17, Jason Taylor 5/29 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Doug & Lisa Olson 5/10, Jeremiah & Shaila Johnson 

5/20  

Church Cleaning Schedule: May – Trombley Family, June – Brooks Family 

Mowing Schedule: May – Jeremy Hall, June – Ray Chupp 

 
 

Sunday, August 9th 

after morning service 
 

*Due to COVID, each 

family is asked to 

bring their own meal.  

Beverages will be 

provided by the 

church. 
 

Skonewood  

Christian Retreat 

2104 260th Avenue 

Cushing, WI  

In April, the Church Youth 

Group cleaned the road ditches 

along 210th Avenue.  They 

managed to fill a lot of garage 

bags!  They enjoyed Dairy 

Queen treats after the roads were 

clean.  Thank you to everyone 

that came and helped.  The drive 

to church is a pretty one! 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who gave us diapers! 

What a blessing to have such a stash! We are 

so lucky to have such a wonderful church 

family who are always willing to help at a 

moment's need. We truly are blessed to have 

you all in our lives. – Kyle & Abby Swanson 
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