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Riding the Dragon Tail

Last weekend, | joined this year’s Tail of the Dragon Rennsport Porsche Fall Rally
2023 with my son Marvin and a group of friends. Organized independently for
Porsche enthusiasts from across North America, the event brings together a
passionate community for a three-day driving experience on the winding roads of
the Smoky Mountains. Although not officially affiliated with Porsche, it has earned
a reputation among participants as the “Super Bowl” of Porsche driving events.

Roughly 300 Porsches participated, tackling daily routes of about 250 miles. The
undisputed highlight is the legendary Tail of the Dragon, an 11-mile stretch with an
astonishing 318 curves. Itis a public road, but during the rally, it becomes
something far more: a proving ground for precision, discipline, and driving skill.

Participants are grouped into three categories, Cruising, Touring, and Extreme,
based on experience and confidence. Each group typically consists of about
twenty cars, led by an experienced leader who sets the pace. Communication is
handled via small FM radios, which are essential in an area with virtually no cell
service. The final car, known as the sweeper, maintains contact with the leader,
ensuring the group stays together and alerts the leader to any delays or slower
traffic.

On the first day, | rode as a passenger in a Cayman GTS driven by Adisson, one of
the Touring group leaders, an ICU nurse by profession and a highly skilled rally
driver by passion. Having grown up in Germany, just 50 miles from the
Nurburgring, and having spent countless hours on that legendary circuit, |
assumed the Dragon would be familiar territory.

| was mistaken.

The intensity, rhythm, and sheer technical demands of the Dragon are unlike
anything | had experienced, even on a racetrack. Adisson’s precision through the
curves, often at speeds far exceeding posted limits, was both exhilarating and
humbling. The road demands absolute focus, with every turn flowing immediately
into the next, leaving no margin for hesitation. Videos of the Dragon capture the
scenery, but not the sensation, the speed, or the adrenaline.




This was my first time attending the rally, and it exceeded every expectation.
Perfect weather, vibrant fall colors at their peak, exceptional driving, and, most

importantly, a remarkable group of people who share a deep passion for these
cars and for the driving experience.

My sincere thanks to the Rennsport team for organizing such a professional and
unforgettable event. A special acknowledgment to Adisson. Your driving made this

an experience | will never forget.

A truly memorable weekend.

// lc nywlo
SR ot oo TAIL OF THE DRAGON .com
:I'-;BCAT BEND 5 S
BRIOGE Ny omn AT DEALS GAP
o M,,J,t’,:"‘:‘:’ﬁ;mm
ROCKET 12 HORNS OF 31 8 CURVES
MR O PEARLY 0G yrTiE 47880
cupemme 16 GATTAIL BEND p 1 % /\ IN 11 M"_ES
B/ I copgegpgo
N . i
g TALOFTHE ff — “HCUIF { oodced © FCORER,T
\ %%?( \ 4, ¢ €sses ".‘onuou ESSES

\:\

TOLL BOOTH
7.8
Daley: g etpume THE HUMP
w30 BLAEY AKA GRAVITY
CAVITY
MINE-HUMP
8.0
(9) THE cHICANES
811089

J:ﬁ COOPER

© 9.7 STRAIGHT
108 CRUD
CORNER
10.9

THEDIPS (18 “BeamneR's
102and104 (/Eﬁon.o

™
/

DEALS GAP
STATE LINE 111

f &5 o
I o & CROSSROADS _
WHEELIE
| 4 \F 4\“ HELL 18
\\“ — __'(‘0 ATERF. ) @
W RFALL ¢ teFontena
U \ os EA 2/ [/ Vil
\ STRATTON ™ .? £y
STRAIGHT /09
™ Q'azyg% & N
FUGITIVE 1,
ol \  BRIDGE
@ \ 13.9 SLIDE
Q_% . 13.6
4’
D N W.R E
ﬁ\ Oam !

APOCO 0 Robdinsyile
Pt iny -t S




