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The work of God is quiet.  It is hidden.  You seldom see it as it is going on. 
You only see it in its results, which often appear out of nowhere and require 

us to believe and use our patience. 
 

This is hard to understand.  We naturally want God’s actions in our life to be 
grand, glorious, and obvious.  How frustrating it can be that the work of God 

is beyond our seeing or grasping. 
 

I grew up in the days of the grand epic movie, and one of my favorites was 
the 1956 film by Cecil B. DeMille called The Ten Commandments.  Charlton 

Heston played Moses, who was to lead the Israelites out of Egyptian slavery.  

The movie depicts in cinematic glory the deliverance of God’s people, 
including the parting of the Red Sea. This is the kind of stuff a powerful God 

is supposed to do! Most people expect and wait for God to act in dramatic 
ways like this.  

 
The New Testament, however, does not support this idea.  Much to the 

contrary. We are taught that the work of God is quiet and hidden. God 
chooses to work almost invisibly in this world and in your life. It is a truth we 

accept in order to grow into the fullness of God’s call to us. 
 

The picture of God at work in the world is that of a seed.  Small and 
insignificant, rarely good to eat in themselves, the insignificance of seeds is 

very deceptive.  They seem to be nothing at all when you look at them or 
hold them in your hand.  Put into the soil and properly nurtured, however, 

they are among the most powerful pieces of God’s creation.  They produce 

food in abundance, and beauty beyond comprehension.   
 

A man scatters seed on the ground.  He sleeps and rises day by day, and the 
seed grows.  He does not know how.  The earth produces of itself.  The soil 

produces a harvest, first in the stalk, then in the head, then in the full grain. 
The harvest comes on its own. The harvest is all out proportion to the size of 

the seed. 
 

Jesus teaches us that in this metaphor of a seed, quiet and invisible, is the 
meaning of the Kingdom of God. The powerful work of God begins with the 

small and the insignificant at work in us when we think we are doing other 
things. 

 



Jesus takes it even further.  He compares the Kingdom to a mustard seed, 
the smallest and most insignificant of all seeds.  Not a peach seed, which is 

large and notable, but a mustard seed. The salvation of the world comes 
from such insignificance. 

 
Christian discipleship is a long process, taking one’s entire life.  One of our 

foundational principles is that God is at work in you in ways you do not know 
nor can you understand.  You can cooperate with this and you can even 

learn to love it but you cannot control it.  In the same way that a farmer can 
only cooperate with the processes of nature to grow a crop, you can only 

plant seeds all around you and wait for God to give the increase. 
 

Let me give you a few examples of what a seed in your life might look like. 
 

An act of devotion is a seed. 

 
Acts of devotion are things you do to draw yourself closer to God. How do 

you do that?  One way is this worship service, week by week, in the 
presence of brothers and sisters in Christ.  This seemingly benign activity is 

a rich breeding ground for growth.  This time is not particularly impressive, 
and some would even say it is boring. Perhaps you have noticed that what 

we do here every week is relentlessly the same, with variations only in 
particular scripture texts, pieces of music, and selection of prayers. There is 

a reason for that. The regularity and predictability of worship is like the 
regularity and predictability of working in a garden. The garden produces a 

crop not based on novelty, trend, or on the preferences of the gardener, but 
on the nature of soil and seed.  The Christian liturgy is like that. 

 
An act of kindness and love is a seed.  

 

An act of service to another person, given without judgement or thought of 
reward or repayment is the most potent kind of spiritual seed. God 

particularly uses acts of service to others as a way to build blessing into our 
lives and to affect the world around us.   

 
The determination to be positive and hopeful is a seed.  

 
Optimism is a choice. You can choose to be positive and not cynical, which 

can be a hard choice in our political and social climate. As First Presbyterian 
Church comes out of pandemic there are many challenges ahead of us, some 

of which will cause us to wring our hands as we experience disagreements 
and anxiety. Rich fruit can be harvested by those who decide that hope is 

our currency, not fear. 
 



These, and likely hundreds of small decisions like them, are seeds planted in 
the soil of your life. Do what you do with no regard for the results. The 

results belong to God.  The blessing is yours for simply having done the right 
thing. 

 
Live by faith and not by sight. The promise is that there will be a harvest. 

 
 

 


