
 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
September 26, 2021 

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE                 Bell Choir 

 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 
OPENING SENTENCES 

 
Let our words and thoughts be acceptable to God; 

The Lord is our rock and our redeemer. 

 
GATHERING PRAYER 

 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly cares, but to love the 

which is above, and even now, while we live among transient things, 
to hold fast to those things that shall endure; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

HYMN No. 714               “God of the Fertile Fields” 
 

 
CONFESSION AND PARDON 

 

In the name of Christ, I urge you to be reconciled to God. 
 

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost.  We 

confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your 
way.  We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we 

are stained, and great when we are small.  We have failed in love, 
neglected justice and ignored your truth.  Have mercy, O God, and 
forgive our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 

 
Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith. 
 



 

 

Beloved people of God, believe the good news; through the grace of Jesus 
Christ we are forgiven. 

 
Thanks be to God! 

 
GLORIA PATRI 

 
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.  World without end, Amen, Amen.” 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Charlotte Diana Browning, 
Infant daughter of James and Joann Browning 

 

ANTHEM                         “I’ll Fly Away Medley” 
         Chancel Choir  

 
         THE WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

 Reading from Mark 9:38-50 
 

 The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

 
SERMON                          “You Have To Choose”  

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostle’s Creed) 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, 



 

 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (with the Lord’s Prayer) 
 

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth… 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE          Chancel Choir 

 

OFFERING MUSIC           “O Happy Day”                     Tommy Clay, Jr    
           

DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

 
SENDING 

 

 
HYMN No. 688     “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 

 
BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                              “The Family Of God” 

 
“I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God, I’ve been washed in the 

fountain, cleansed by his blood! Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 

for I’m part of the family, the family of God.” 
 

POSTLUDE                        
 

******* 
 

Lectionary texts for September 26 are Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22; Psalm 
124; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50. 

 
 

 
   


