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PART 1 — QUICK MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST

Use this checklist during seasonal inspections, after major storms, or anytime you notice signs of wear.

Safety Before You Start
m Wear gloves, eye protection, sturdy shoes, and appropriate PPE before approaching the roof.
m Set ladders on stable, level ground — extend at least 32 inches above the roof edge.
m Maintain three points of contact while climbing.
m Never work on a roof during rain, high wind, or unsafe weather conditions.

m Be aware of overhead power lines, roof edges, and nearby hazards.

Use fall protection on steep roofs or when working near the edge.

Stop work if you feel fatigued or conditions become unsafe.

Visual Inspection
m Look for missing, cracked, curled, or damaged shingles or tiles.
m Check flashing around chimneys, skylights, vents, and penetrations for gaps, lifting, rust, or deterioration.
m Inspect caulking and sealant for cracking, peeling, shrinkage, or failed joints.
m Check gutters and downspouts for clogs, overflow, or loose sections.

m Inspect skylights, vent boots, and roof penetrations for wear or broken seals.

Look inside the attic for moisture, staining, mildew, or signs of poor ventilation.

Check interior ceilings and walls for water stains or active leaks.

Cleaning & Preventive Care
m Remove leaves, branches, and debris from the roof surface.

m Clean gutters and downspouts so water can drain properly.

Remove algae, moss, and mold using methods appropriate for the roof type.

DO NOT pressure wash roofing materials — especially shingles.

Trim overhanging branches that drop debris or shade the roof excessively.

Check for ponding water on flat or low-slope roofs.

Material-Specific Iltems
m Asphalt shingles: check for curling, granule loss, and missing tabs.

m Metal roofing: inspect for corrosion, loose fasteners, and finish damage.



m Tile or slate: check for cracked, broken, or slipped pieces.
m Wood or cedar: inspect for rot, moss, insect activity, and moisture damage.
m Flat roofs: inspect seams, drains, flashing, and coating condition.

m Synthetic roofing: follow manufacturer cleaning and maintenance guidelines.

Ventilation & Moisture
m Make sure soffit vents are open and not blocked by insulation or debris.
m Check ridge, gable, or static vents for blockage or damage.
m Watch for condensation, musty odors, damp insulation, or mold in the attic.

m Confirm airflow appears balanced and moisture is not accumulating.

Documentation
m Take photos before and after inspections or repairs.
m Keep notes with dates, weather conditions, and areas of concern.
m Save inspection reports, quotes, invoices, receipts, and warranty paperwork.

m Maintain a dedicated roof file, whether digital or paper.

m Call a professional if you notice: active leaks, storm damage, rusted or failed flashing, cracked vent
boots, ponding water, attic mold, or damage affecting warranty or insurance.

PART 2 — HOW-TO GUIDE

Why Roof Maintenance Matters

Routine roof maintenance helps preserve the appearance, structural integrity, and long-term value of a property.
Regular inspections and timely repairs reduce major repair costs, support energy efficiency, limit water damage, and
help property owners stay aligned with insurance and warranty requirements.

How to Inspect Your Roof Safely

Use proper protective equipment, place the ladder on a stable surface, extend it at least 32 inches past the roof edge,
maintain three points of contact, and avoid working in unsafe weather. If the roof is steep or access is risky, stay off
and inspect from the ground, from inside the attic, or call a qualified professional.

How to Perform a Basic Visual Inspection

Begin with the exterior roof surface — look for damaged, missing, curled, or broken materials and pay close attention
to flashing. Next, inspect sealants and caulking for cracking, peeling, or gaps. Check gutters and downspouts for
blockage or loose attachment. Finish inside: look in the attic for staining, damp insulation, musty odors, mold, or any
sign that moisture is entering the structure.

How to Clean Debris the Right Way

Remove leaves, twigs, and loose debris regularly so water can flow properly. Clean gutters and downspouts in the
same maintenance cycle. If algae or mold is present, use cleaning methods appropriate for the roofing material. Do not
pressure wash — high-pressure water can damage the roof surface, underlayment, flashing, and seals, and may void
manufacturer warranties.



How to Check Flashing and Sealants

Inspect chimney, skylight, step, valley, and vent pipe flashing for separation, cracks, rust, loose attachment, or failing
sealants at least twice a year and after severe weather. Use products compatible with the roofing material. Roof
cement may be appropriate around certain flashing details. Vent pipe penetrations may require a new rubber boot or
fresh sealant when gaps appear.

How to Check Ventilation

Check soffit vents, ridge vents, gable vents, or static vents for blockage and inspect the attic for heat buildup,
condensation, damp insulation, mold, or musty odors. Proper ventilation regulates attic temperatures, reduces
moisture, and supports energy efficiency. If problems persist, have a roofing professional evaluate the system.

What to Do After a Storm or Active Leak

Secure the area and protect people first. Temporary measures may include tarping damaged sections, placing
containers to catch interior water, and documenting damage with photos and written notes. Contact a roofing
professional for emergency response and notify your insurance company when damage is significant. Temporary
repairs should never replace a full professional inspection and long-term repair plan.

How to Protect Warranty and Insurance Coverage

Keep records of inspections, maintenance, and repairs. Save photos, service reports, invoices, receipts, warranty
documents, and contractor agreements in one place. Many roof warranties exclude normal wear and tear,
storm-related damage, lack of maintenance, unauthorized repairs, non-approved materials, and certain secondary
damage. Good documentation supports claims and clarifies the roof's history.

Roof Type Quick Reference

Roof Type Key Maintenance Points

Asphalt Shingles Inspect for curling, granule loss, missing tabs. Clean algae with diluted bleach solution.
Metal Roofing Check for rust, loose fasteners. Avoid chemical cleaners that discolor the finish.

Tile / Slate Inspect for cracked or slipped pieces. Check mortar joints and flashing.

Wood / Cedar Watch for rot, moss, insect activity. Trim branches to allow sunlight and airflow.

Flat / Low-Slope Clear drains, check for ponding water, inspect seams, reapply coating as needed.
Synthetic Follow manufacturer guidelines for cleaning and inspection.
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