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Lawrence Old Fashioned
Christmas Parade

The 2024 Lawrence Old Fashioned Christmas Parade was a
huge success, a warm thank-you goes out to all who

volunteered, and those who participated. Please enjoy some
pictures of this fun yearly tradition.





American Horse Council Seeking
Speakers for Conference



The American Horse Council invites members of the equestrian
community to speak at the 2025 AHC Conference, which will be held
June 22-25, 2025 at the Omni Shoreham Hotel in Washington DC.
The AHC Conference provides a unique platform for experts to share
information, ideas, and insights to attendees, which includes both
members and nonmembers and AHC and equine
association/organization leaders, industry professionals,
suppliers/manufacturers and stakeholders.

The theme for 2025 is "Harness the Power of Collaboration for Greater
Achievement" which highlights the power of teamwork, collaboration
and consensus to create success. It emphasizes that when individuals,
teams, or organizations come together their combined efforts yield
something far greater than the sum of their individual contributions.
“We invite all kinds of experts within the horse industry, or those with
interesting or important horse-related topics, to speak at the AHC
Conference,” said Julie Broadway, AHC President. “We always strive
to provide a wide variety of topics from knowledgeable sources. In the
past, speakers have covered a range of topics from science and
research, technology innovation, membership and development, etc.
Consistent with our theme, we encourage speakers who have bridged



disciplines, sectors, and industries, to apply."

The AHC Conference is the premier educational conference provided
by AHC where attendees of all ages come together to learn, network,
and share ideas to grow the horse industry. Individuals with expertise,
passion, and a desire to share knowledge are encouraged to submit
workshop abstracts. Presentations can be 45 minutes.
Abstracts for workshops should be submitted to
info@horsecouncil.org, no later than January 15, 2025 and should
include a workshop title and a short (100 words or fewer) description
of the workshop, including the key take aways audience will get along.
Please also include a copy of the presenter's CV/resume. 

More Information

The Power of the Pony

Help grow the next generation of horse enthusiasts and encourage

mailto:info@horsecouncil.org
https://horsecouncil.org/project/american-horse-council-request-for-conference-speakers/


some reading time with your little ones. Check out "Power of the
Pony" today!

Heidi and Savannah Melocco introduce their new children's book, The
Power of the Pony. The photo book details what it's like to have a pony
at home—and all the life lessons and character-building that come
with having a hooved friend to care for. The book combines rhythmic
rhyme stories with notes from a child's perspective and facts about
ponies. The amazing Romeo is a white pony who loves to be brushed
and groomed by his girl, Savannah. She feeds him daily, grooms,
rides, preps for horse shows, and shares her pony with her friends.
Join in on the adventure and find out what it's like to have your dream
pony—or just find a great place to ride.

"The Power of The Pony" Children's
Book

Equine Sector Session 2024
Thank you to those who joined us for
the Equine Sector Session—if you
missed the session, the recording is
available here.

To guide the work that the Kansas
Horse Council will do over the next
year, please participate in the poll
below.

The poll will allow you to select
multiple equine sector priorities,
please choose only your top three
priorities.

Equine Sector Priorities (PICK 3)
(View/vote in browser)

1.         Adding/Improving Equine
Expo Infrastructure

2.         Defining Horses as Livestock

3.         Appointing a dedicated Kansas
Equine Extension Specialist

4.         Supporting consumer demand for entry-level experiences to equine activities

5.         Restoring Federal Appropriations for USDA inspectors as it applies to horse exports
and horse processing

6.         Establishing an Equine Check-Off Program

7.         Sharing Equine Economic Impact

8.         Support KS Horse Racing as needed

9.         Develop equine handling protocol for emergency response & law enforcement

10.       Increased trail maintenance, trail riding promotion, and opening of new trails for
equestrian use

https://store.bookbaby.com/book/poweroftheponypaperback?fbclid=IwY2xjawHEQ2lleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHdXol3UcaHU9HAKkVijki9lKAHfUq8swXfL58cuVf8_HJYkHE3U6Af0-Nw_aem_rsA1vKnnw7FnBwXaAc_fwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHuVftLJtkg


11. Other: please respond via email with "other" sector priority

Thank you to those who joined us for
the Equine Sector Session—if you
missed the session, the recording is
available here.

To guide the work that the Kansas
Horse Council will do over the next
year, please participate in the poll
below.

The poll will allow you to select
multiple equine sector priorities,
please choose only your top three
priorities.

Equine Sector Priorities (PICK 3)
(View/vote in browser)

1.         Adding/Improving Equine
Expo Infrastructure

2.         Defining Horses as Livestock

3.         Appointing a dedicated Kansas
Equine Extension Specialist

4.         Supporting consumer demand for entry-level experiences to equine activities

5.         Restoring Federal Appropriations for USDA inspectors as it applies to horse exports
and horse processing

6.         Establishing an Equine Check-Off Program

7.         Sharing Equine Economic Impact

8.         Support KS Horse Racing as needed

9.         Develop equine handling protocol for emergency response & law enforcement

10.       Increased trail maintenance, trail riding promotion, and opening of new trails for
equestrian use

11. Other: please respond via email with "other" sector priority

VOTE HERE

2024 Equine Sector Session Recording Link

2023 Equine Sector Session Recording Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHuVftLJtkg
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AYGu3C3JDEi8Q8Z2HMzMWrZ1qoZwNuZLjIjUCdFEKVBUODI1TUlXTUJTWktLUlNNVUNVNjVMN0gzTy4u
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHuVftLJtkg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2x8FcvngWpQ


AHC Reel of Industry Updates

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vlHXconqZk


2024 Upcoming Events and Calendar
This month there are shows, rodeos, trail rides, and more!

See them here:
Calendar of Submitted Events

Any questions regarding events, please call us at
785-776-0662

If interested in more information or to register for an event,
please email us at

https://kansashorsecouncil.com/event-calendar%2Fflyers%2Freg


director@kansashorsecouncil.com

Renew Your Membership

https://kansashorsecouncil.app.neoncrm.com/forms/membership


Register Here

http://www.aqha.com/academy


Attend

December Inspiration

https://www.equifestofks.com/attend






The holidays are fast approaching and you’re thinking- “OMG, I need to
find the perfect gift for my horse-loving family or friend – where do I
start?”
The American Horse Council is here to help you sort this out! AHC’s
monthly podcast on Horse in the Morning Radio Network for December
2024 will feature three outstanding guests to talk about gift-giving ideas
for all budgets and interests.
AHC President Julie Bradway and Co-Host AHC Staffer, Emily Stearns,
will chat with Martha Cook of Trafalgar Square Books, Amanda Bodkin of
SmartPak, and John Nicholson of Old Friends Farm about all kinds of
amazing gifts for the horse lover. Ideas that are novel, unique,
customizable, educational, or heartwarming – we have many suggestions!

Holiday Gifting for Horses and
Human

https://www.horseradionetwork.com/2024/12/ahc-holiday-gifting-for-horses-and-humans-for-december-3-2024/


Winterizing Horses
Posted by Nancy S. Loving, DVM , Featured in The Horse

Take a few simple precautions and management
approaches to help your horse weather winter safely.

Looking out upon a wintry farmscape it’s common to see equine forms
silhouetted against the snow, huddled against the wind. Or, you might
glimpse the glow of lights from a barn housing blanketed equine
charges. In northern climes winter generally is a time of slowed
activity for both horse and rider, but attentiveness to horses’ health
and management is just as crucial during these chilly months as it is
during the warmer ones.
How should you prepare your horse so he will thrive in winter and
emerge from it in robust condition, ready for a busy riding season?
Let’s look at some steps you can take to protect your horse’s body
systems.

Read Article Here

https://thehorse.com/1author/nancy-s-loving-dvm/
https://thehorse.com/118527/winterizing-horses/




Strangles was one of the first equine diseases to be described by the
early writers of veterinary science (was first reported in 1215) and is

one of the most commonly diagnosed contagious diseases of the horse,
worldwide. Though strangles is highly contagious and can affect many

horses on a farm, particularly young animals, most horses with
infection recover without complication.

It is not uncommon for strangles infections to recur on a farm with
previous outbreaks of the disease. The bacteria can survive in water

sources for over a month, but the primary source of recurrent
infections is most likely asymptomatic carrier horses. Anywhere from

4-50% of the horses on farms with recurring strangles are
asymptomatic carriers of the infection, and they may continue to shed
the bacteria for months to even years, serving as a continual source of

new infections.

If you suspect a strangles outbreak, be sure to involve your
veterinarian right away to determine the diagnosis and the best

control practices for your particular farm. Strangles is a reportable
disease in some states. Movement of any horses on or off the farm

should be stopped, and new horses should not be introduced.



Monitoring the temperature of all horses daily and isolating horses at
the first sign of fever is one of the most effective ways to stop the
spread of infection. Infected horses can transmit the bacteria to

healthy horses one to two days after they develop a fever.

That Time Of The
Year

by Del Shields Cowboy Music and
Poetry

Sure is brisk this morning. It’s
that chill that pierces through. 
There’s no doubt on days like
this, the days of Fall are few. 

There’s a glaze upon the water.
Not a ripple nor a wave. 
The air is still. There’s not a
sound. The world is silent as a
grave. 

A blanket of frost covers the horses backs. They stand with heads hung
low. 
My mind drifts off with dreaded thoughts, of the soon impending
snow. 

As I rattle the latch on the feed room door, the dark world comes to

https://www.facebook.com/delshieldscowboymusic?__cft__[0]=AZU6dQMW0OptXoVHt7Q-g4q6smHvbAyOeErCRGLh0jW3eaufxYg4-v53UZ1sEtQIVsD0yIQSdxXUeZjtqFvJRvpmYgxALzdS2P-KGTZJaOZHgwVY5qxiDVtj9uNlrxn7jyV2yAm8Gd7jcH0LXo3Hfa1bdDhEhpFW-oh9fOYfyMrXOZTD-emR_V9429XxNNnDTNBNWOaRgGJNI6iIYKckzIUG&__tn__=-]K-R


life. 
Horses nicker. Some beef calves ball. I get a feeling that is free of
strife. 

I saddle a cold back grey hoss. He’s broncy but not too bad. 
Once he sorts it out and gets his mind in the game, he’s one of the best
I’ve had. 

This morning sun sure feels good. It’s puts a little heat in my bones. 
As I gather up these yearling colts, I sure am liking them roans. 

Yeah it’s that time of year that sort of keeps me restless, and tossing in
my bed at night. 

It’ll soon be upon us and there’s nothing we can do, when we’re
covered neath a blanket of pure white. 

To a rancher it’s a hardship. To a child it’s pure fun. On Christmas Day
it brings a world of thrill. 

Though you’ll never hear me curse it, for it comes from God above, it’s
the challenge that I face each winter still. 

But today’s another beauty, as I unsaddle this ol grey. Thankful I’ll be
when I bow my head tonight. 

If I open my eyes tomorrow, and I’m given another day, I’ll be thankful
again no matter what be the sight.



DID YOU KNOW...It's FREE to Access the Horse Trails of America
Map 

THE map is free to access, but we do ask that all sign in and make an account
so that we can keep our community safe. Here's where to make your
membership (or take advantage of the six-month free trial for the Trail &
Travel Membership): https://www.horsetrailsofamerica.com/start-
membership. Or if it’s easier to remember, HTA.horse will take you to the same
spot.

Watch the Video
Want more help? Here's a how-to video to walk you through all the features
and what to do. Watch the YouTube channel—and be sure to hit subscribe and
like once you’re there: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rQm8Lnd3ko

The map is up to 1400 locations. If you’re looking for a layover or have one to
add please make http://HTA.horse your first resource. You can review what’s
up already and post more! We would love to have you post fairgrounds too!

https://www.horsetrailsofamerica.com/themap
https://www.horsetrailsofamerica.com/so/5aOhIVdhB/c?w=p1Ydvcq9nw6cQvF0FuT9-6-EN1INANkavh-Oeld62e4.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaG9yc2V0cmFpbHNvZmFtZXJpY2EuY29tL3N0YXJ0LW1lbWJlcnNoaXAiLCJyIjoiOWEzMjNmNGQtYWIyNS00OTc5LTFkZjUtNmYzYjA4ODNjOTYyIiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiN2ZjZjRmMTQtMTM1Yy00MWFiLTljYzktNzM4ZTExYWQ4ODMyIn0
https://www.horsetrailsofamerica.com/so/5aOhIVdhB/c?w=8ZGDC6YRzvoqT41qRsYEtvpPSypyClVwkinmVfwHKxo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cDovL0hUQS5ob3JzZSIsInIiOiI5YTMyM2Y0ZC1hYjI1LTQ5NzktMWRmNS02ZjNiMDg4M2M5NjIiLCJtIjoibWFpbCIsImMiOiI3ZmNmNGYxNC0xMzVjLTQxYWItOWNjOS03MzhlMTFhZDg4MzIifQ
https://www.horsetrailsofamerica.com/so/5aOhIVdhB/c?w=REblw5UptmwsYr8OPnOz8xpUmcjNXwm8Crcri3ZxoB4.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj0yclFtOExuZDNrbyIsInIiOiI5YTMyM2Y0ZC1hYjI1LTQ5NzktMWRmNS02ZjNiMDg4M2M5NjIiLCJtIjoibWFpbCIsImMiOiI3ZmNmNGYxNC0xMzVjLTQxYWItOWNjOS03MzhlMTFhZDg4MzIifQ
http://hta.horse/?fbclid=IwAR3Zc_WaaAeOCsA3ClePoW7YF9MVdz9IPvzPjYA4odwfzuEeaYDkI8NAyeU




As social animals, horses are a lot like humans. They have different
personalities and hierarchies in their social structures, which include, at
times, challenging one another in those roles. It can be easy to resonate

with the similarities horses have to our own lives, which provides
opportunities to learn from them that feel relevant to other life and

relationship situations.
Horses provide a safe and dynamic environment, where peace and healing

come through the relationship facilitated by trained professionals.

Visit our Website

https://horsesformentalhealth.org/


Horses impact our lives in many powerful ways. At Here For
Horses, we are here to help you encounter the power of
these animals and the impact they can make on your life.
Whether through riding, attending an event, or pursuing
equine-assisted services, Here For Horses is your gateway to
connect with equines and unlock a world of possibility. ​

www.hereforhorses.org

https://hereforhorses.org/


Attention Kansas lesson barns, you too
could become an (IEA) Interscholastic

Equestrian Association facility and
partake in shows & awards!

Checkout their Facebook page and
website, www.rideiea.org

CHECK IT OUT

https://www.rideiea.org/
https://www.rideiea.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawErYS5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZ_yoa_0_oMN2j-jW4qSB18H8U03mkNJMkXQ8UBsTEZIiS0-KELWFNtYgw_aem_DZdNd2FcoyV_8XLgZ6eglw


NEW for 2024 and beyond!

When you set up an account and you are logged in, any purchases you
make are listed in your personal account, so you can always see your
transactions and you'll always have your member number handy.

HRP, Lifetime Insurance, Signs and Guides are in the "store" options,
just under the Membership options page.



We hope you like the changes. We'll still be able to take memberships
over the phone or check by mail...this online provides convenience and
an auto-renewal option if you'd like!

Feel free to email or call if you have any questions.
director@kansashorsecouncil.com, 785-776-0662







SIGN UP FOR HRP
HERE

https://kansashorsecouncil.com/horsemanship-rewards


Kansas Horse Council
Specialty License Plate



Kansas Horse Council license plates
are available at your local County
Treasurer's office.
You don't have to be a member to
sport one, on your car, truck or
trailer!
​Show your love of horses with this
colorful statement plate!

KHC License Plate Info

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF KANSAS

What’s the best way to stay informed of BCHKansas news and activities?

Follow Facebook.

There are several Facebook pages set up to keep BCHKansas members
and all equestrians up-to-date on activities on several of our public trails. Here's a list:

Back Country Horsemen of America Kansas Chapter
Sunflower Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Kansas

Saddle Ridge Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Kansas
Tuttle Creek Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Kansas

Saddle Ridge Chapter
Big Hill Lake Riders

Friends of Randolph State Park
Friends of Rockhaven Park

Let’s Ride—Perry Lake
Kanza Rail Trails Conservancy

Receive notifications of workdays or see reports on trails-
maintenance or campground improvements. Join in on workdays

https://kansashorsecouncil.com/khc-license-plates


whenever possible!

Follow the www.bchkansas.com website.
Encourage a new member to join BCHKS and be entered into an end-of-year drawing. ​

Joi ​nt membership with KHC & BCH-KS for you!

Trails Advocate Level Individual: $ ​80
Trails Advocate Level Family: $100

One enrollment to support two organizations!
Simple and makes sense!

http://bchkansas.com/
https://kansashorsecouncil.app.neoncrm.com/forms/membership
https://kansashorsecouncil.app.neoncrm.com/forms/membership


Learn About Kansas Horse
Trails! RIDE Kansas!

​Saddle Up and RIDE Kansas! Visit our
Kansas Department of Wildlife and U.S.
Corps. of Engineers equestrian
facilities. Visiting and riding or camping
shows support of our parks, and keeps
them open for future use and possible
funding of improvements. Always leave
only hoofprints behind. Share our
multi-use trails. Call before you haul if
in doubt before your visit.
KDWP State Parks info.

Do you have your copy of our
Equestrian Trails in Kansas?

https://ksoutdoors.com/Services/Outdoor-Activities/Equestrian-Trails-Campgrounds


Copies are provided FREE at all
Kansas Horse Council events, or
$3 for s/h and we'll mail you one.
These guides are also available at
all KDWP offices.
Trail info is also available
online here:
Public Trails in Kansas

DILLONS COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM:
When you shop at Dillons and use your Rewards card, KHC will
earn a percentage rebate based on your Dillon's purchases!

To link & register your rewards card click here: Dillons Rewards
Link and log into your existing account. Search for Kansas Horse
Council or enter our NPO number, KS920 and click Enroll. New users
will need to create an account which requires some basic information,
a valid email address and a *Rewards Card. *You must have a
registered Dillons Food Stores rewards card account to link the
Community Rewards program to Kansas Horse Council. (Cards are
available for FREE at any Dillon's customer service desk.) SHOP:
Purchases will not count towards rebates for KHC until you register
your rewards card and link to Kansas Horse Council here: DILLONS
REWARDS LINK Registered Rewards Cards must be swiped at

https://kansashorsecouncil.com/public-trails-in-kansas
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LVNoSV4Q3pnhXWvJqx572gTHrNKFrsFFXS5CBhk_aUQJdDjUDjxiprk5dI3_wCwByNkF8jHrIVhH9ud0lassVImBN_MfsCENQWjoezafOs4T91dYuddKKbmVH_M3mHIysEKAFsNn8heGOCk2RnqcTrfrkHXvwt6eX0WJmn2YkhBQMrabxvO8GYdeo3kwrB7ghzVkxkV5KHc6R-oxP24BkQ==&c=&ch=


checkout or use your phone number registered with your Rewards
Card when shopping for purchases to count. This program does not
affect your Fuel Points balance. Points will still accumulate for your
personal use. Rebate program is based on purchases at Dillon's stores
payable to Kansas Horse Council as a Non-Profit Organization. Thank
you for your continued support to the voice of equine enthusiasts in
Kansas!

Register Here

Kansas Horse Council | 8831 Quail Lane Suite 201 | Manhattan, KS 66502 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LVNoSV4Q3pnhXWvJqx572gTHrNKFrsFFXS5CBhk_aUQJdDjUDjxiprk5dI3_wCwByNkF8jHrIVhH9ud0lassVImBN_MfsCENQWjoezafOs4T91dYuddKKbmVH_M3mHIysEKAFsNn8heGOCk2RnqcTrfrkHXvwt6eX0WJmn2YkhBQMrabxvO8GYdeo3kwrB7ghzVkxkV5KHc6R-oxP24BkQ==&c=&ch=
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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