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KANSAS TRAIL
HIGHLIGHTS:

Randolph State
Park at Tuttle
Creek Lake



Situated at the north end of Tuttle Creek Reservoir, the Randolph State Park
boasts 15 miles of multi-use trails with 2 trailheads. Trails are well marked through
mostly wooded and some open areas. There's a bit of an Ozark feel in the hills
alongside the lake. You'll find both the north side and south side of the park worthy
of riding. These are split by Highway 16. Two options for accessing both sides: cross
the road or go under the bridge!

Here you'll find both primitive and modern campsites. There are 20 electric w/ water
sites and a dump station, plus a newer bathroom/shower facility. There's usually a
camp host on site.

Map of Randolph State Park Trails is on pages 59 & 60 of the Equestrian Trails in Kansas
guide. Also available online at www.kansashorsecouncil.com. This guide is a great resource for
the many equestrian public access trails in Kansas! Don't forget, a Kansas Dept. of Wildlife &
Parks Permit is needed when you visit the park. You can get an annual pass good for all the
Kansas State Parks or buy just a day permit. Here's a link to purchase passes online or for
more information. Camping fees are extra. These fees help maintain the park and provide
updated amenities.

Interested in doing more than just riding? Get involved! There's a Friends of the
Randolph State Park Group and they are soon to be an official chapter of the Back
Country Horsemen of Kansas! Find out more by contacting Pattie Stalder
(backdoor@bluevalley.net) or Gabby Hamler (gabbyb63@gmail.com).

The group has been busy blazing new trails and reclaiming old trails that were badly
damaged from the flood of 2019.

Join them for a Benefit Trail Ride on Saturday, June 5th at Randolph State Park.
Mounted and ready to ride at 9am!

Directions: From Manhattan, North on Hwy 24 to Hwy 77, to Hwy 16. Go east across
mile long bridge then watch for turn in on your right just past the bridge. Questions
about the park? Contact the State Park office at 785-539-7941. Reserve a campsite:
https://ksoutdoors.com/state-parks/locations/tuttle-creek

Flint Hills Rodeo

Looking for something fun to do with the whole family?

The Flint Hills Rodeo in Strong City, KS is coming up on June 3, 4, and 5!
Tickets on sale now!

Reserved: Can pre-purchase or buy at gate. Prices range from $12-20.
General Admission: Can pre-purchase or buy at gate. Prices range from $11-15. Thursday night,

children under age of 12 get in for FREE!

For more information, see flyer attached!

https://ksoutdoors.com/State-Parks/Park-Fees
https://ksoutdoors.com/state-parks/locations/tuttle-creek


Oldest Continuous Rodeo In Kansas Returns 
To True Flint Hills Tradition At Strong City

By Frank J. Buchman

“The show will go on.” E.C. Emmett Roberts insisted that a number of times when
workers contended that the Flint Hills Rodeo should be canceled. Nope, in 82 years,
the real-life Western tradition continued without fail even when Roberts wasn’t
horseback guiding the action. However, exception, which surely would have been the
founder’s dismay, came in 2020, with the rodeo cancelation due to coronavirus. 



“The ‘show will go on’ this year,’” exclaimed Buck Bailey, rodeo association
president. “We’re moving forward with the 83rd Flint Hills Rodeo at Strong City,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings, June 3-4-5. “After cancelation in 2020,
the Flint Hills Rodeo Association is working to make this year’s rodeo the best ever,”
Bailey assured. “The rodeo actually began with regular practices to becoming pasture
rodeos at Mr. Roberts’ ranch,” Bailey said. “The year 1937 is marked as the birthdate
of the rodeo. It was only a natural step when Mr. Roberts put on the Chase County
Rodeo in 1938.  Name was officially changed to Flint Hills Rodeo the following year.
“The rodeo kept going without fail until 2020,” Bailey clarified. “Still, we insist our
rodeo has the distinction of being the oldest consecutive rodeo in Kansas.” 

From the meager beginning, Roberts Rodeo Company provided livestock for the rodeo
in the association arena built in 1948. The senior Roberts ramrodded the action while
serving as pickup man, and three children became rodeo champions. Marjorie,
generally called Marge, Roberts’ first child, won women's bronc riding at Cheyenne,
Wyoming, a world's championship equivalent, in 1940. Ken Roberts was the world
champion bull Rider in 1943, 1944, and 1945. Gerald Roberts was the first Kansan to
become a world champion all-around cowboy in 1942 and again in 1948. Riding broncs
and bulls, Gerald Roberts was the only cowboy winning both Turtle Association and
Rodeo Cowboys Association (RCA) championships.

The RCA was predecessor to the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA)
under which the Flint Hills Rodeo is now sanctioned. Emmett’s wife Clara kept ranch
home fires burning while their other children Clifford, Howard, and Gloria always had
rodeo duties. A legend in his own time, Roberts was recognized “Mr. Rodeo” at the
1979 National Western Livestock Show, Denver, Colorado.
A six-by-20-foot mural honoring the Roberts family is displayed on the Flint Hills
Rodeo grounds. Roberts Rodeo Company was dispersed to the Flint Hills Rodeo
Association which had the rodeo livestock several years. However, being a rodeo
contractor became too much for the local board of directors. They sold out and the
association directors have now hired major acclaimed professional rodeo producers
for some time. 

“Rodeo weekend schedule features evening performances Thursday, Friday and
Saturday at 8 o’clock,” said Toni Schneider, rodeo board member. “The rodeo museum
and a trade show open each evening at 5:30,” noted Schneider, Chase County Chamber
of Commerce director. “There will also be a kid’s ‘buckaroo/ buckarette’ rodeo at 6
o’clock, with all youngsters invited to participate.” Thursday, June 3, is Family Night
at the rodeo with children 12 and under admitted free. The first 200 kids through
the east gate are to receive a free hot dog. Friday, June 4, is Military Night including
recognition and free admittance with identification for all who’ve served in the
military.  Dances for all cowboys and cowgirls with a rodeo ticket are planned after
both Friday and Saturday evening performances. Music on Friday is to be provided by
Braxton Keith & The Contraband, while Whiskey River Band plays Saturday
evening. “The rodeo parade Saturday beginning at 2 o’clock in Cottonwood Falls will
end at the Strong City arena,” Schneider said. “Everybody is welcome to participate
or bring chairs and watch along the parade route.” Cowboys and livestock are key
ingredients of rodeo. “We’ll have the best of both at this year’s rodeo,” promised
Bailey, grandson of Elmore Stout, former rodeo association president.
 “Several present and former world champions plus leaders in the PRCA standings at
this time will be entered,” Bailey added. Contestants come to compete in bareback
bronc riding, tie-down roping, steer wrestling, saddle bronc riding, team roping and
bull riding. There will be professional sanctioned barrel racing for cowgirls as well as
calf scramble and mutton busting for children.
 
Binion and Chase Cervi of Cervi Championship Rodeo, Greeley, Colorado, are again
contracting the livestock including National Finals Rodeo qualifiers. When their dad,
Mike purchased the company in 1967, all he wanted was to provide quality livestock
for fans’ enjoyment. “Today Cervi Championship Rodeo performs beyond his dreams,
as they are one of the leading professional rodeo producers,” Bailey



added.  Womanizer, born and raised on the Cervi Ranch, was voted as the 2020 PRCA
Saddle Bronc Horse of the Year. “Even though his career has just begun, Womanizer
has consistently been one of the highest marked horses at every rodeo where he’s
bucked,” Bailey said. 

Announcer Roger Mooney is also in a repeat performance calling the action and
excitement for this year’s Flint Hills Rodeo. Born and raised in Ellijay, Georgia,
Mooney’s career began by accident in 1984. While in college, he stepped in for the
scheduled rodeo announcer who became ill. Mooney has announced the National Finals
Rodeo, Calgary Stampede, the Circuit Finals Rodeo, and the National High School
Rodeo Finals. “Justin Rumford, Abbyville native, will provide rodeo entertainment as
the clown and funnyman,” Schneider said. “Now of Ponca City, Oklahoma, Rumford won
the PRCA Clown of the Year Award, a record-breaking nine times, from 2012 through
2020.” Jimmy Lee, San Angelo, Texas, will serve as the rodeo bullfighter, distracting
angry bulls after their riders are bucked off. “I’ve always liked to help people. When
a cowboy is in a bind, I try to help them out,” said Lee, a former firefighter.
 “Cattle country is the Flint Hills where working cowboys make their living; no more
appropriate place for rodeo,” Schneider commented. “Entertainment takes many
forms, and the Flint Hills Rodeo withstands test of time as best for family
enjoyment,” Bailey declared. 

Information can be found at www.flinthillsrodeo.org. 
 
CUTLINES: 
 

In tradition began more than eight decades ago, the annual Flint Hills Rodeo at
Strong City remains in the former front yard of E.C. Roberts who started the
longtime Western action. Contestants from throughout United States will
gather June 3-4-5, for the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association
competition. 

Womanizer, the 2020 Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association Saddle Bronc
Horse of the Year, performed at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in
front of 75,000 fans. He’ll be in action this weekend during the Flint Hills
Rodeo at Strong City. 

World champion all-around cowboy Gerald Roberts rides A Wild One at the
Flint Hills Rodeo in the 1940s. This year’s rodeo is at Strong City, June 3-4-5. 

E.C. and Clara Roberts and family were instrumental in formation of the Flint
Hills Rodeo at Strong City more than eight decades ago. Gathered in the early
1940s, they’re Ken, Gerald, Clifford, Howard, E.C., Clara, Marge and Gloria. 

http://www.flinthillsrodeo./




JJ Western

Some people may know the name J.J Western. This iconic company located
in Mullinville, KS created handcrafted western horse tack and supplies. J.J

Underwood, owner and creator, moved his business to Mullinville in 1990
and has continued his practice to this day.

Full article on JJ Western below:



Due to JJ and Doris' retirement, they are hosting a public auction
on June 8th at 10:00 in Mullinville.

More information about equipment and supplies in flyer below:



Saddle Up for St. Jude

Garnett Saddle Club is hosting a benefit trail ride for the cancer patients
of St. Jude Children's Hospital.

When: June 26th
Time: Registration - 9:30, Morning Ride - 10:00

Lunch - 12:00
Afternoon Ride - 1:00



Cost: $20/individual, $30/family

Below is flyer with directions to location of trail ride

Bunker Hill Founders Day Parade

With everything opening back up again, it is time to start going
back out into the world. What better way to do that then a parade

full of interesting and fun horse attractions!

The town of Bunker Hill in Russell County, KS is putting on a
parade for their 150th anniversary!

Come help them celebrate!

If you would like to have an entry in the parade to participate,
contact Parade Chairman, Alison Foos.
Information on attached flyer below.



Kansas Ag Summit

SAVE THE DATE!!

Equine Session
July 28 from 2:00 - 4:00

via zoom
Details Coming Soon

Sixth annual Kansas Ag Summit
August 26 at the Manhattan Conference

Center



Ride Prosperously 2021
Agape Ranch Ministries Production Sale

and Horsemanship Clinic

Agape Ranch Ministries is gearing up for their 4th annual production sale
and horsemanship clinic. A weekend full of equine events you don't want to
miss! The sale will include 36 colts and fillies that are around the age of 3
that have been started and are ready for their every day jobs! Also being

consigned to the sale will be some horses from a Merck Animal Health
program.

Agape Ranch Ministries was founded with the interest in helping boys
overcome emotional obstacles within their life. Within the program, the
boys learn many new life skills to help them everyday. Each boy is paired
up with a horse and works with them everyday; training, grooming, and

building everyday life skills.
For more information about this amazing program, here is a video link!

Agape Ranch Ministries Informative Video

Location: Stockton, MO
Date: June 18-19th

Schedule:
Horse Sale - Saturday June 19th @ 2:00pm

Free Clinic and Preview of Sale Horses - Friday, June 18th @ 3:00pm &
Saturday, June 19th @9:00am

Ranch Horse Futurity - Friday, June 18th @ 9:00am

Free meal served on Saturday!

https://youtu.be/Rhqq688KeDY


If you would like to view the catalog or want more information
about the sale, click the link below!

Agape Ranch Ministries Sale Catalog 2021

https://www.agaperanchministries.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Catalog-2021.pdf


LOTS OF GREAT STALLIONS AVAILABLE FOR BREEDING!

Make your Next Prospect for Barrels, Versatility, Jumping,
Cutting and more! All Breeds Here!

Check them out at www.perfecthorseauctions.com and look for the
Fundraiser Auction for Kansas Horse Council bottom of the AUCTION

CATALOG page!

Stallion donations accepted until June 1. All breedings are "buy now", priced at 60% of value.
Proceeds of sale are a donation to Kansas Horse Council.

Breeding arrangements are between Stallion Breeding Service Donor and Buyer.

Any questions please contact our office at (785)-776-0662

Or email: director@kansashorsecouncil.com for more information or to register!

https://www.perfecthorseauctions.com/equine/sale-catalogs.html




KHC Foundation Scholarship Program

CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Jodi Banks
Caitlyn Champagne

Courtney Clinesmith



2021 Kansas Horse Council
Foundation Scholarship Winners

have been selected!

Wednesday June 9, 2021, Kansas
Horse Council will be hosting the
scholarship awards banquet to
recognize the 2021 recipients!

Chancy Johnson
Kirsten Miessler
Collin Champagne

Morgan Clinesmith
Marcus Hetherington

Ryan Klamm
Megan Miller

Megan Newlon
Brook Staten

Shelbey Taylor

Most Versatile Lifetime Yet Still Young; All-Around 
Cowgirl Anticipates Rodeo World With Ranch Ties

By: Frank J. Buchman

“I fell in love with horses when my parents got me started riding when I was two-
years-old.”  Chancy Johnson of White City fondly remembers her pony Pepper. “He
was just perfect and positive experiences with Pepper are probably why I still enjoy
horses so much,” she verified.   “Pepper was a good one even though he did buck me
off a couple times,” Chancy admitted. “But that was okay, because it helped me learn
to ride better.”  

Since starting, Chancy has had several horses and become an outstanding all-around
cowgirl and leader among young people.  “I’ve been so fortunate that my parents and
family have been such strong supporters of all I’ve done,” Chancy
appreciated.  Eighteen-year-old daughter of ranchers Chad and Janon Johnson,
Chancy has a younger brother Colter. “Dad and Mom have always seen that I had nice
horses, provided coaching and hauled me to activities,” she added. “They’ve been so
very helpful.” 

 While horses are high on priorities, Chancy has a very busy life beyond the ranch
and arena. She graduated last week as valedictorian of her class at White City High
School in White City.  “It’s been a crazy busy year, but oh what fun,” she
declared.  Active in other athletics, Chancy has played high school basketball four
years being a starter. “We had a good team this year, but it didn’t go as well as we



had hoped,” she noted. “I also played volleyball this year for the first time, and it was
sure exciting, too.”  Active in 4-H work, besides showing horses, Chancy has exhibited
other projects and served as a club leader. “I’ve shown several top steers and
heifers, which means a lot to me and my ranch family,” she commented.  Serving
leadership roles in several community and school activities, Chancy was an FFA
officer four years including the presidency. “It has been a great learning experience,
especially participating in the contests. Livestock judging was quite educational and
enjoyable,” she insisted.  Whenever there has been need, Chancy stepped up to help
at many school, horse, and rodeo activities. 
 
First competition experience for the cowgirl was in the Eastern Kansas Horseman’s
Association.   “I started riding our big bay ranch gelding called Tex in about every
event,” Chancy said. “He was a great all-around horse. I’d ride Tex in shows and Dad
also used him in the pasture and at ranch rodeos, a cool deal. Tex is now 29-years-old
out in retirement.”  From horse shows, Chancy started competing in junior rodeo
associations collecting a number of championships in several events. “I competed in
about everything there was at one time or another,” she said. “I’ve had some top pole
bending, barrel racing and roping horses, even tied goats for a while.”  

Highlight of Chancy’s accomplishments to date she said was being reserve world
champion Little Britches breakaway roping. “I’m pretty proud of that because there
were more than a thousand contestants in the finals at Guthrie, Oklahoma,” Chancy
remembered. In the two-head, long go-round, the cowgirl was 7-seconds, and came
back to rope her short-go calf in 5-seconds.  Competing in the Kansas High School
Rodeo Association the past four years, Chancy has concentrated on barrel racing and
breakaway.  

To be a winner at that level requires lots of practice and Chancy has a dedicated
work ethic. “When I’m out for school sports I still work my horses two or three times
a week,” she said. “Now, I ride just about every day, giving them a day off
occasionally. Not always in the arena, but often in the pasture to keep the horses
legged up.”  That’s no small workload coupled with her new job at Building Blocks
childcare in Council Grove.  Lay people have not an inking what a science it is to be a
top roper. “I practice roping every day,” Chancy said. “I like to rope live calves, but
when that’s not possible, I spend time practicing on the roping dummy."  

How long practice is and how many loops are thrown depend on how the session is
going. “In order to be as sharp as possible, I want every loop to be perfect,” Chancy
said. “What I like to see is a perfect figure eight with the rope going around the
calf’s head.”  While she has done limited team roping, Chancy wants to stay more
focused on breakaway. “Different loops are required for each event,” she said. “I may
start doing more team roping, but I have to make sure I rope in breakaway the best I
can.”  Ranking in high school rodeo standings, Chancy is anticipating the Kansas
yearend finals at Mulvane. “I sure want to qualify for the National High School Rodeo
Finals. That’s my main goal,” she said.  

Arena achievements have earned Chancy a rodeo scholarship to attend Northeastern
Oklahoma A&M (NEO) at Miami, Oklahoma, this fall. “I will major in agriculture
business and accounting while competing in the National Intercollegiate Rodeo
Association (NIRA),” she said. “I plan to live in the dorm and have two or three
horses there at the college facilities.”  Following classwork team members practice
daily with guidance from highly successful NEO rodeo coach Kolby Ungeheuer.  

While she’s had hard luck with top horses in the past, Chancy is confident of her two
present college mounts. “I’ll be riding Leo in barrel racing and roping off of my bay
gelding Mack,” she said.  Looking toward qualifying for the NIRA Finals while
attending NEO, Chancy will move from there to a four year school. “I’m uncertain if
it’ll be K-State or Oklahoma State,” she said. “I may continue to college rodeo
depending on how it goes at NEO. I sure want to concentrate on my studies the final
two college years.”  Upon graduation, Chancy looks to a career in accounting and
agriculture business management.   “I have a small cow-calf operation of my own and



will always maintain my ties at our family ranch,” she assured. “Breakaway roping is
becoming a major event in professional rodeo. So I see a strong future there along
with whatever else I do.” 

 
Fun Facts: See Pictures above.
 

Competing in barrel racing, Chancy Johnson, White City, is on Leo at a rodeo in Garden City. 

Leo, Mack and Saber are the mounts for Chancy Johnson, White City, who will be on the Northeast Oklahoma
A&M (NEO) Rodeo Team at Miami, Oklahoma, this fall. 

Chancy Johnson, White City, was reserve world champion in breakaway roping at the National Little Britches
Finals Rodeo. 

Be sure to fill out the survey
for the

Kansas Horse Council!
To request a paper copy, please call or email

KHC Office.



LINK TO KANSAS EQUINE ECONOMIC SURVEY HERE!
Takes about 15 minutes. Together we can show everyone that horses are a vital part of the

economy. Where would we be without horses?

Healing Of Our Veterans Equine Services
H.O.O.V.E.S

Transforming Post Traumatic Stress into Post Traumatic
Growth

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1FGRRV1DWJetvxj
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1FGRRV1DWJetvxj


This is a mini-retreat opportunity for veterans, public safety officers,
first responders, or trauma survivors looking to gain tools to help cope

with stress and trauma.

You can participate or observe

Amanda Held, founder of H.O.O.V.E.S, will lead all exercises for those who
are in attendance

Will be hosted in Wichita on June 19th from 8-5pm

‘One-Of-A-Kind’ Cowboy Saddle Maker 



Storyteller Honored In Memorial Services

By Frank J. Buchman

“It was almost like turning pages of the True Old West back more than a century-
and-a-half.” John’s Shoe and Saddle Repair on the southeast corner of Wamego’s
Main Street certainly gave many such a warming feeling. Walking into the rattily 156-
years-old original front door, whoever it was their eyes brightened in the dingy-
lighted dusty business foyer. Well-used cowboy saddles lined both sides of the room
as bridles, halters and every imaginable piece of tack hung nearby. Then, “What can I
do for you,” was the greeting from the back working area of the shop. John Lyon
welcomed cowboys, of course, and many others from a wide area anxious to service
their leather needs. 

Now, each and every one who knew the cowboy-at-heart, talented-leatherworker,
highly intelligent diversely-capable gentleman miss him so much. Lyon, congenially
acknowledged as John, or Johnny to perhaps even more, has gone to the Great
Beyond.

John Albert Lyon succumbed April 4, 2021, to world-dreaded coronavirus in a Topeka
hospital. Stories are completely unending from those who knew Johnny. Usually, he
was first recognized for his quality leather work then, more so, for being such a nice
guy. “I think of myself in the oral tradition, as a troubadour, a village tale-teller, the
man in the shadows of the campfire. That’s the way I’d like to be remembered, as a
storyteller, a good storyteller.” Renowned Western novelist Louis L’Amour first said
it. 

Johnny Lyon brought cowboy storytelling to real life. In what became a most familiar
kindly drawl, Johnny always had true cowboy stories to tell. They weren’t made up
tales like the famous author but, revealed the cowboy life Johnny continued to
live. Yet, those true cowboy stories had a certain artistic background with the
undeniably realistic presentation. 

Seldom if ever was there not leather work to be done. But when such time came or
not, Johnny would sometimes be cocked back in his easy chair reading. He might
relate some Western novel excerpts, comment what book was next, or more likely
share his cowboy life’s stories. “When going in to get work done, you’d better plan on
spending an hour even if it was a 15-minutes job.” That’s an often-repeated comment
from nearly every one of Johnny’s most dedicated customer friends. Work and talk
went together keeping the customer intrigued with both, such that visitors
frequently just stopped in to listen. They may have heard the story before, but it
was always fun to hear again in often apparent exaggerated variations. 

Now, don’t be misled. Johnny Lyon was not-even-arguably “the best” at his trade.
There is no shortage of wannabes in working with leather, but quality of product is
widely different. “If Johnny fixed shoes or boots, built a saddle, made tack, or
repaired horse equipment, it was done to last.” Again, a frequent appreciative remark
said about the artisan. Never criticizing, yet recognizing, an added comment was
often made. “Leather might not match, the job may not be the prettiest, but it would
work for a long time.” 

Always anxious to share whatever he had; Johnny trained Fort Riley’s Commanding
General’s Mounted Color Guard members in leather work. Born April 21, 1949, to Fort
Riley-based parents, Johnny lived in Pottawatomie County since adolescence becoming
a star multisport athlete. Following graduation at Wamego, Johnny’s strong military
heritage prompted him to be a Navy aviation machinist mate. His athletic skills were
demanded playing football, baseball, and softball on championship Navy
teams. Completing military career, Johnny returned to Wamego and married his
beloved Valerie (Vernese).



Rodeo, horses, and cowboy work became his life with diverse machinist and welding
employments. With his brother-in-law Mike Vernese, Johnny owned, trained, and
merchandized a number of quality horses. Many were of strong racing lineage and
high value prompting sales throughout the country. One of which Johnny was
proudest frequently showing its picture decades later was Shelljet, featuring a Jet
Deck pedigree. Additional elite speed offspring including that of renowned Go Man Go
were among his horse entrepreneurships.

 Johnny’s masterful welding skills were sought to assist his brother-in-law construct
elaborate horse facilities. The vast equine breeding, training, fitting, sale
accommodations remain just north of I-70 near McFarland. Competing in rodeos and
jackpots, Johnny started the leather business five decades ago. He’s been at the
present historic two-story native stone building location nearly 40 years. 

Proudest day was birth of his namesake son destined to of course be a cowboy and
all-around talented industrialist. Often confusing, Johnny named his boy, John, also
called Johnny at school, and nowadays Matt, or Matthew, his middle name. “There
were four of us named John Lyon, before Dad passed, so some call me Matt,
preventing mix-up,” son explained. In the saddle at an early age, Matt followed
Johnny’s abilities becoming a proficient roper collecting arena titles. “I wasn’t much
into leather but still like Dad, a cowboy, machinist, welder, truck driver,” Matt
said. Literature interests flowed through genes too. “We wrote a self-published book
about my great-great-grandfather Pressler’s service during the Civil War,” younger
Lyon added. 

A 12-acre tract purchased northeast of Wamego became The Lyon Family Farm
providing relaxing cowboy pastime for Johnny and Matt. Together they built a high
quality steel fenced roping arena and nearby three-stall horse barn. A park area was
established to host crowds of friends for Johnny’s birthday, Fourth of July, and a
soup supper. Cattle were acquired with regular practice sessions and occasional
jackpot events. “We bought, tuned, traded and sold a lot of horses, more than a
hundred through the years,” Matt counted. 

The Lyon Family Farm was most appropriate for remembrance of John Albert Lyon
1949-2021. Bright warm sunshiny afternoon, American flags were flying in the
breeze. More than a hundred cowboys, customers, motorcyclists, friends of every
caliber gathered. Marty Robbin’s “Strawberry Roan” and George Strait’s “A Love
Without End Amen” set the tone. Dan Biedenbender of the Cowboy Country Church
officiated with reflections and Biblical appropriates. Remembrances of Johnny by
several attendees brought agreeable nods from everybody there. American Legion
Post 172 conducted military honors with ceremonial flag folding presentation, rifle
firing salute and Taps. Family placed a military market at the Wamego City
Cemetery. 

Johnny Lyon’s generosity was acknowledged during the Running Raged Youth Rodeo
Finals and a BlackJack Saddle Club Show. Vince Mowry led a symbolic riderless horse
tacked with equipment Johnny had made and the fallen cowboy’s own boots. Johnny’s
donations of leatherwork given for yearend awards were recognized with plaques. A
Johnny Lyon Benefit Memorial roping is planned Saturday, June 5, in the Onaga
Arena, at 1o’clock. Entire proceeds from the jackpot competition presented by
Rafter GB Productions will benefit the John Lyon Memorial. Additional
information and sponsorships are available by calling 785-844-0941. 

John’s Shoe and Saddle Repair is now closed with future
undetermined. Remembrances of the “one-of-a-kind” cowboy saddle maker storyteller
are welcomed at https://everloved.com/life-of/john-lyon/. 

 

https://everloved.com/life-of/john-lyon/


Fun Facts:
John Lyon of Wamego was a cowboy with arena success competing in team roping events. 

John’s Shoe and Saddle Repair in Wamego was the place to go for anything leather that needed made or
repaired and to hear true stories about cowboy life. 

Memorial services in appreciation of Johnny Lyon’s generosity giving leather products as event awards was
recognized during the Running Ragged Youth Rodeo Finals at Diamond L Arena, Dwight. Vince Mowry lead a
symbolic riderless horse tacked with equipment Johnny had made and the fallen cowboy’s own boots.

Albert De La Garza, president of the BlackJack Saddle Club, presented a plaque to John “Matthew” Lyon in
appreciation for his dad Johnny Lyon’s generosity sponsoring horseshow awards. 

During Johnny Lyon recognition ceremonies before a Blackjack Saddle Club show in Manhattan, good friend
Vince Mowry lead a symbolic riderless horse tacked with equipment Johnny had made and the fallen cowboy’s
own boots.

Cowboys and friends from all walks of life attended celebration of life for John Albert Lyon at the Lyon Family
Farm northeast of Wamego. Military honors including flag folding, gun firing salute and Taps were presented by

American Legion Post 172. 



St. Francis Ministries
Book and Video Donations

St. Francis Ministries is a Non-Profit program
serving 6 states, providing services of
adoption, foster care, family preservation and
more.
A state-of-the-art residential care campus is
set among gentle rolling hills west of Salina
where young people, ages 6-18 can heal from
traumatic experiences and broken
relationships. There they find hope and begin
anew.

St. Francis Ministries helps youth overcome
severe mental and behavioral health struggles,

often trauma related, so they can return to families and communities and
lead healthier lives. An equine therapy program is one way St. Francis
Ministries is providing healing to hurt children. Program Director, Angela
Price, often looks for new ways to further develop a love for horses in
these children. Her latest endeavor is a Book Drive for building a library in
the barn.



Angela is requesting new and gently used horse themed books and videos
for kids of all ages! She envisions the kids coming to the barn, learning
about horses, maybe grabbing a book and spending time reading to a horse
or taking a book or video back to the dorm where the learning and
enjoyment can continue. All things horse is the source! 

If you would like to donate any books or videos, Kansas Horse Council is a
collection site. For questions and donations, call the KHC office, 785-776-
0662, email director@kansashorsecouncil.com, or drop by the office at
8831 Quail Lane, Suite 201, Manhattan, KS 66502 or you can mail your
gifts.

These will be hand delivered to the Saint Francis Ministries Equine
Therapy Program. There is not an end of collection date yet, it will remain
open until abundant inventory is acquired.

A tax-deductible letter can be provided for your donation value. Please
provide your contact information, request for tax deductible letter and
approximate value with donation.

To learn more about the program, read their online newsletter here:

HiLites 2021: Spring e-zine • Saint Francis Ministries

Kansas Horse Council Specialty
License Plate

Kansas Horse Council license plates are
available at your local County
Treasurer's office. You don't have to be
a member to sport one, on your car, truck
or trailer! Show your love of horses with
this colorful statement plate!

KHC License Plate Info

mailto:director@kansashorsecouncil.com
https://saintfrancisministries.org/hi-lite-e-zine-spring-2021/
https://kansashorsecouncil.com/khc-license-plates


BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF KANSAS
What’s the best way to stay informed of BCHKansas news and activities?

Follow Facebook.
There are several Facebook pages set up to keep BCHKansas members

and all equestrians up-to-date on activities on several of our public trails. Here's a list:

Back Country Horsemen of America Kansas Chapter
Sunflower Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Kansas

BCHA Saddle Ridge Chapter
Big Hill Lake Riders

Friends of Randolph State Park
Friends of Rockhaven Park

Let’s Ride—Perry Lake
Kanza Rail Trails Conservancy

Receive notifications of work days, or see reports on trail maintenance
or campground improvements. Join in on work days whenever possible!

Follow the www.bchkansas.com website.
Encourage a new member to join BCHKS, and be entered into an end-of-year drawing.

(Membership Form Here)

Listed below are some BCHKansas sponsored activities scheduled this year:

June 5 - Randolph State Park BCHKS Informational Trail Ride, Tuttle Creek (Details pending)
Sept. 18 – 200 th Anniversary of the Santa Fe Trail Ride on the Flint Hills Trail,

Bushong to Council Grove (Details pending)

Spring is here, get out and enjoy our Kansas public trails.
Be sure to thank the park managers and staff you see

for making these trails and campgrounds possible,
and definitely thank any trail workers you may run across!

Steve and Priscilla Lindsey;
Dedication to Kansas Equine Trails

BCHKansas Honors Lindseys
The Kansas chapter of Back Country Horsemen of America recently honored Steve &

http://bchkansas.com/
http://bchkansas.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/BCHA-KS-brochure.pdf


Priscilla Lindsey with the BCHKS Lindsey Grant in appreciation of a lifetime of
dedication to trail building in Kansas. Steve and Priscilla were founding members of
BCHKS in 2013 and have since held leadership positions at both the state and
national levels. The Lindsey Grant will be awarded annually to members and regional
chapters in amounts from $100 to $500 in support of projects that meet BCHA's
Mission. Steve also served several terms on the board of the Kansas Horse Council.

Steve and Priscilla’s interest in trail building began in 1982, when they were asked by
the US Army Corps of Engineers to develop equestrian trails at Kanopolis Lake, a
3,500-acre reservoir in the Smoky Hills region of north-central Kansas. Steve
remembers having no GPS or Google Earth in those days, but he had experience laying
out and maintaining logging roads as a forester in southern Missouri. Over 30 miles of
trails were developed at Kanopolis, with many of those original routes still in use.
Kanopolis trails are a favorite among Kansas equestrians.

As Steve’s career transplanted him and Priscilla to different parts of Kansas, there
always seemed to be a lake nearby with trail potential. They spent two years cutting
brush and developing trails at LaCygne Lake on the eastern border and became
involved with the initial scouting and layout of trails at John Redmond Reservoir. In
the early 90’s, the Lindseys moved to southeast Kansas near Big Hill Lake. Trails were
already developed there, and Steve and Priscilla became active with trail maintenance
through the Big Hill Lake Development Committee. The Lindseys also saw potential
for 35 miles of virgin trail in Chautauqua County. Again, without GPS or Google Earth,
Steve spent a year marking, mapping, and riding. The North American Trail Ride
Conference held the Championship Challenge Distance Ride there in 1998.

The next move took Lindseys to northeastern Colorado. There were no mountains, but
the headwaters of the Republican River featured rough prairie with deep canyons.
With access to 30,000 acres of private ranch land, Steve and Priscilla again saw
potential for a competitive ride. In developing a trail for this ride, they gained
permission to cross another ranch in the middle of the area. They remember the
rancher in the middle changing his mind about letting them cross his property about a
week before the scheduled ride! Thankfully, GPS was now available in primitive form;
Steve got on his horse and rode and timed the new route with a GPS. Following his
crude map, Priscilla and her sister marked the trail with ribbons and painted rocks
just in time to welcome nearly 60 competitors.

In 2005, Steve and Priscilla returned to north-central Kansas. They jumped right
back into trail work and were very involved in competitive riding and raising Arabian
endurance horses. Steve remembers their business partner, Erin Glassman, talking
about a trail organization she had read about, Back Country Horsemen of America. In
doing some research, Steve and Priscilla discovered an organization with the same
mission they had devoted their lives to. Steve started thinking, why couldn’t Kansas
get involved with an organization like this? In the fall of 2012, they invited every
Kansas equestrian they knew to a trail ride weekend at Kanopolis Lake to explore the
possibility. In 2013, Kansas was chartered and became the connecting BCHA link
between eastern and western states.

Steve and Priscilla have served as National Directors for Kansas and have attended
many BCHA national meetings, where Steve could often be found conducting the
fundraising auctions. In 2014, Steve accepted an appointment to the Expansion
Committee; in five years in that position, he helped charter Iowa, North Dakota,
Wisconsin, Alaska, and Louisiana. Steve was also serving as President and Treasurer
of the BCHKS chapter during this time.

In 2020, a long-term goal was met. After a four-year process, Steve was able to get
a Memorandum of Understanding developed between BCHA and the US Army Corps
of Engineers. This agreement will be invaluable to the Plains states, where a large
share of public land is USACE property.

Steve and Priscilla are proud of the growth of BCHKS. A partnership was recently



formed recognizing BCHKS as the trails division of the Kansas Horse Council. Positive
working relationships have been formed between BCHKS and public land managers
throughout the state.

Many of the trails on Kansas public lands have Steve and Priscilla’s bootprints, and
they are known among equestrians throughout the state. It is hoped that the Lindsey
Grant will continue their legacy of providing trails for the enjoyment of generations
to come. As Steve and Priscilla settle into retirement, they will continue to be
involved in trail building and maintenance in Kansas. Their advice and experience will
always be welcome!

Steve and his wife Priscilla have a passion for equestrian trails across the
U.S and have played a huge role in the development of many trails in

Kansas. The purpose of this grant is to continue what they started by
funding projects to help better the trails of Kansas and keep their legacy

moving forward!

If you would like more information or want to apply for the
Steven E. Lindsey Grant, click the link below!

Visit our website

TheThe Lawrence Christmas Lawrence Christmas
ParadeParade is one of the most is one of the most
unique parades in the nation.unique parades in the nation.
Authentic horse-drawnAuthentic horse-drawn
carriages parading downcarriages parading down
Massachusetts Street is theMassachusetts Street is the
perfect way to kick off theperfect way to kick off the
holiday season. Cozy up withholiday season. Cozy up with
hot cocoa and blankets. Feelhot cocoa and blankets. Feel
the true holiday spirit whilethe true holiday spirit while
watching dozens of beautifulwatching dozens of beautiful
horses and wagons adornedhorses and wagons adorned
in garland and bells. Join usin garland and bells. Join us
to celebrate Americanto celebrate American
heritage and keep ourheritage and keep our
tradition alive this holidaytradition alive this holiday
season.season.

Need to know who is INNeed to know who is IN
for 2021! Come Horseback,for 2021! Come Horseback,
Driving or In Hand!Driving or In Hand!

Marty Kennedy is presidentMarty Kennedy is president
of the Paradeof the Parade
board/committee, and she isboard/committee, and she is
asking who might beasking who might be
interested in participating ininterested in participating in
a 2021 Lawrence Horsea 2021 Lawrence Horse
Parade on December 4th.Parade on December 4th.

If you would be interested inIf you would be interested in
participating this year or inparticipating this year or in
the future, please contactthe future, please contact

It's Never TOO early to thinkIt's Never TOO early to think
about Christmas!about Christmas!

https://files.constantcontact.com/3570abde001/2ef083f4-9acf-4770-8208-071fad25a19d.pdf


Marty by email atMarty by email at
martyk9541@gmail.com

Kansas Horse Council Rewards Programs

DILLONS COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM:
When you shop at Dillons and use your Rewards card, KHC will earn a
percentage rebate based on your Dillon's purchases!
To link & register your rewards card click here: Dillons Rewards Link
and log into your existing account. Search for Kansas Horse Council
or enter our NPO number, KS920 and click Enroll. New users will
need to create an account which requires some basic information, a
valid email address and a *Rewards Card. *You must have a
registered Dillons Food Stores rewards card account to link the
Community Rewards program to Kansas Horse Council. (Cards are
available for FREE at any Dillon's customer service desk.) SHOP:
Purchases will not count towards rebates for KHC until you register
your rewards card and link to Kansas Horse Council here: DILLONS
REWARDS LINK Registered Rewards Cards must be swiped at
checkout or use your phone number registered with your Rewards
Card when shopping for purchases to count. This program does not
affect your Fuel Points balance. Points will still accumulate for your
personal use. Rebate program is based on purchases at Dillon's stores
payable to Kansas Horse Council as a Non-Profit Organization. Thank
you for your continued support to the voice of equine enthusiasts in
Kansas!

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM:
Kansas Horse Council Foundation (Scholarship Fund) is also now
enrolled in the Amazon.com Smile Program! When you shop
Amazon.com you may select Kansas Horse Council Foundation as your
Non-Profit charity upon Checkout! KHCF will receive .05% of your
total purchase, of Amazon SMILE program eligible products! To learn
more about this program and how it works go here:
smile.amazon.com 

mailto:martyk9541@gmail.com
https://www.dillons.com/signin?redirectUrl=/account/communityrewards
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F


Saddle up with
Kansas Horse

Council
Horsemanship

Rewards
members only
program! Earn

prizes for
spending time
with horses!

Be sure to renew your 2021 membership
and pay your fees to rollover your hours

for the New Year!
Logs are submitted quarterly.

Saddle up, ride and earn rewards...it's a
great way to start a NEW year!

For more details visit:
Horsemanship Rewards Info

https://kansashorsecouncil.com/horsemanship-rewards
https://kansashorsecouncil.com/horsemanship-rewards


Thanks to our Friends of KHC Sponsors below
for their support of the HRP program!

Visit our Kansas Equestrian Parks! RIDE Kansas!

Saddle Up and RIDE Kansas! Visit
our Kansas Department of
Wildlife and U.S. Corps. of
Engineers equestrian facilities.
Visiting and riding or camping
shows support of our parks, and
keeps them open for future use
and possible funding of
improvements. Always leave only
hoofprints behind. Share our
multi-use trails. Call before you
haul if in doubt before your visit.
KDWP State Parks info.

THANKS TO THESE FINE SPONSORS
OF EQUIFEST 2021!

WE APPRECIATE THEIR SUPPORT!

https://ksoutdoors.com/State-Parks/Locations


Equifest 2022...the 25th Anniversary-
We Look Forward To Seeing You There!

Check our website or Facebook page for updates and news
regarding Equifest! More information will be released soon!

www.equifestofks.com

Facebook Link: EquiFest of KS

https://equifestofks.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Equifestofks


Do you have your copy
of our Equestrian Trails

in Kansas?
Copies are provided
FREE at all Kansas

Horse Council events, or
$3 for s/h and we'll

mail you one.
These guides are also
available at all KDWP

offices.
Trail info is also

available online here:
Public Trails in Kansas

Do you have your copy of our Equestrian Trails in
Kansas?

Copies are provided FREE at all Kansas Horse
Council events, or $3 for s/h and we'll mail you

one.
These guides are also available at all KDWP

offices.
Trail info is also available online here:

https://kansashorsecouncil.com/public-trails-in-kansas


Public Trails in Kansas

https://kansashorsecouncil.com/public-trails-in-kansas

