‘Twas a night like all others, 
all snug in our beds,
We were sleeping quite soundly
with dreams in our heads.

When out at our door 
there arose such a clatter,

We sprang from our beds 
to see what was the matter.
Away to our front room, 
we flew o’er the floor.
We unlocked the deadbolt 
and opened the door.
When what to our wondering ears
we received,

A message telling us

We had five minutes to leave.
With our plans all in place, 
we were lively and quick,

We knew in a moment
just what to pick.
Off to our closet, 

our family did fly,
For disaster supply kits
were ready nearby. 

More rapid from practice, 

we called out each name,

And gave each their kit, 

as they quickly came.

And then, off to the fridge 

where each would assist 
To gather some items
from their last-minute list. 
Important documents—

insurance policies, 

ID, birth certificates, 
thumb drive, and keys.
Packing our cooler with foods 

ready-to-eat; 

Grabbing meds, photos, and pets; 

our lists were complete.

We sprang to our car,

with our gear in hand,

Put pets in their carriers,

just like we’d planned.
After locking our doors,

we were all on our way,

Texting our out-of-state contact

Where we would stay.

   (       (      (
So, what would you 

and your family do

If someday something like this 

happened to you?

We have a few items 

to help you get started, 

Please continue preparing 
with the list we imparted.

Small, lightweight, and useful 

is P-38;

For opening cans,

it works really great.

Five dice for seven games

that are easy to play

And will help calm your mind

for enjoying your day.

Add tissues and matches, 
partial roll of toilet paper

With the roller removed,

sturdy bottle of water and filter.
Work gloves, dust mask, 
clothes, notepad and pencil.
Cash in small bills, 

solar charger, and whistle.
Flashlight and batteries, 

pocketknife, blanket,

Toothbrush, toothpaste, hair brush,

first aid kit and booklet.

Ear plugs and compass,

pack what you need,

Be ready to go,
we earnestly plead.

Plan for adventure 
and practice some drills,

It’s fun to prepare

and learn useful skills.

Give yourself peace of mind

while nothing is lacking.

“Merry Christmas, dear friends—
and happy packing.”
