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Icona owner says OC hotel plan likely off

Cites lack of
support from city

to look elsewhere
at this point;” Mita

Last week, his
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ere there are now sand dunes

and a line of beach valleyball

proposal for 3
siLLBaRLow high-rise hotel, Mita argued the city has been
staff writer with an estimated ~steadily losing hotel rooms over

OCEAN CITY — Eustace Mita costofcloseto$175  the past two decades, which will

seemns ek i ol up his pars o e

325-room hotel on the Bcardwalk seashore resort.

million, sent shock
waves through the

eventually starve businesses and

downtown and along the Board-

guing the proposed hotel, if built,
would fundamentally change the

nature of Ocean Gity,long billed
25 “America’s CreatestFamilyRe-
sort?

In a message posted to the city
website Tuesday, Gillian said he

would not back Mita’s plan.

said he spoke with Mita about his
restaurants in the Asbury Avenue ~concerns.
“Itold Mr. Mita that while Jun-
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“T'm very surprised? Mita said
Wednesday. He said his proposal
would benefit the city's businesses
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tiful property that would last for
He generations.
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Tion-dellar payment o purchase

After his presentation at an
otherwise Qust Esbruary ol
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il Gillian

Mita said he had heard that

Mita family’s investment
would keep Gillian's Wondenand
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Section Forest Fire Warden Tom Gerber sets fire to a grassy field Wednesday during a prescribed burn in the Atsion Lake section of Wharton State
ty.
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el ﬂ' t0 have other veterans re-
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his leg about 20 years ater du
to complications from his inju-
vics., His trials have never kept
Tohnson from moving forward,
and he spoke about his cxpes
iences, eventually oblaining
commercial drone leense and
getting involved in the film in-
dustry through the Veterans Film
Apprenticeship program.
“My journey has never been
casy, that's ane sure truth” John-
son said, “The other sure truth
is that it could have always been
arder and it wasn*t, and along
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Relired Army Capt.
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feedback throughout the class
v me such arenewed sense of
confidence and empowern
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Actor Joe Mantegna appears on screen behind Lisa Regina, creator of the

cHRis Dovie
Staff Writer
OR TOWNSHIP —

fednesday to extol the grow-
ing Veterans Film Apprentice-
ship program, foretelling how it
ould expand opportunities for
area military veterans to enter
the film and aviation industries
ok tha ot diones

 program is being funded
bya nso 000 Sederal rant.
cnmis povee, sTass warer Al cials, indus-

try leadirs nd vetencs spol i

news conference at the National

ch & Tecinol-

., an innovation hub for

e eviation industry in Attntie
anty.

Amspses Sosaar
ogy P

O %en. Cory Booker, D-N.J.,
was the headline speaker for the
event, having helped secure the

funding in Congress.

Appearing virtually onatrio of
Screens hanging over a hoisted,
sample drone, Booker thanked

areaveterans for thei

ir service and
said they werecritical to unlock-
ing the potental of the aviaton

Officials tout film, drone programs for vets

“We got to build on the eco-

umism. We got tostart
tomaking sure that our commu-
nity is ready to seize these eco-
nomie opportunitis that come
from it” Booker said. “This is
cuniing to me. You place your
veterans first, our veterans, it has
amultiplier effect throughout re-
gional economies.”

Lisa Regina, founder of the
nonprofit comy i
Heal, created the Veterans Film
Apprenticeship program. The
programaiers waiingandstudy

industries in Atlantic

Veterans Film Apprenticeship program. in person and virtually at the Cmmly Please see VETERANS, Page A2
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streamline ans” Regina said. erations Desert Storm and Des-  with Regina andattended anact-  support of the Veterans Film Ap- - Contact Chris Doyle
i The success of the program ert Shield during the first Gulf ing class. She sald she was ex- prenticeship program was part cdeyle@oressolac.com
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Atlantic County Economic Alliance,
Booker tout film and drone programs to
help veterans

-

EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP — The Atlantic County Economic Alliance hald a news
conference Wednesday to extol the growing Veterans Film Apprenticezhip program,
foretalling how it wounld expand opportunities for area military veterans to enter the
film and aviation industries through the use of drones.

The program is being fandad by a $150,000 federal zrant.

Alliance officials, industry leaders and veterans spoke in person and virtnally at the
news conference at the National Aerozpace Research & Technology Park, an

innevation hub for the aviation industry in Atlantic County.

U.5. Sen, Cory Bocker, D-N.J,, was the headline speaker for the event, having helpad
secure the fanding in Congress.

Appearing virtually on a tric of screens hanging over a hoisted, sample drons, Bocker
thanked area veterans for their sarvice and =aid they were critical to unlocking the
potential of the aviation and film industries in Aflantic County.

“Wa got to build on the economic dynamism. We got to start to making surs that onr
community is ready to seize thess economic opportunitiss that come from it,” Booker
said. “This is exciting to ms. You placs vour veterans first, our veterans, ithasa

multiplier effsct thronghout regional economiss.”

Lisa Ragina, founder of the nonprofit company A Write to Heal, created the Veterans
Film Apprenticeship program. The program offers training and study materials to
veterans, so they can obtain commercial licenses to pilot drones, technology that is

taking on a growing rolz in the film industry.

She said the program also helps provide mentorship and job training services, helping

veterans forge connections in the film and aviation industries,

Above all slss, Regina said the program was meant o help veterans taks their skills to
a new profession =o they can assimilate back into civilian life. She spoks at length
about her experience with veterans on set and how she saw them inspire her while

finding a renewed purposs for themselvas,

“I realized if all thesz vaterans on my film set felt this way, then this conld have a

ripple effect, an impact, on 5o many more veterans,” Regina said.
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The soccess of the program was facilitated by local economic programs meant fo
catalyze the aviation business. Feonomic Alliance Chair Brett Matik noted that Ragina
and Write to Heal had participated in the aviation-businass accelerator program at
the technology park. The program, adminiztered by the Smart Airpert and Aviation
Fartnership, helped prepare Regina to launch the veterans apprenticeship program.
The accelerator program is funded by a $1.6 million grant that the U.S. Economic
Development Administration awarded to the Economic Alliance in 2015,

“When we first laarnad about thi= opportunity, we were excited, becansza the Veterans
Film Apprenticeship program combines aviation, workforce development in a unique
way to help thosa who sacrificed =0 much for this country,” Matik said.

Air Force veteran Frank Sean Johnson said he served in Operations Desert Storm and
Desart Shiald daring the first Gulf War, After his service, Johnson was shot in his
neighborheod in 2 read-rage incident, losing his leg about 20 years later due to
complications from his injuries. Hi= trials have never kept John=on from moving
forward, and he spoke about his experiences. eventually obtaining a commercial
drone licenza and getting invobved in the film industry through the Veterans Film
Apprenticeship program.

“My journsy has never been easy. that’s one sure truth,” Johnzon said. “The other surs
trath is that it could hawve always been harder and it wasn't, and along the way [ had

balp, along the entire way.”

Retired Army Capt, Lesliz Nicole Smith said she served in Bosnia and Herzegovina in
2002, where she sustained a near life-threatening injury that cansed her to lose her
left laz and become lagally blind. Mot ons to be discouraged, Smith connected with
Regina and attended an acting class. She zaid she was excited to have cther veterans
receive the opportunitiss she had,

“Her encouragement and feadback threughout the class gave ms such a renewed

sense of confidence and empowerment, and I was hooked immediately,” Smith said.

“Criminal Mind=" and “The Simpsonsz” actor Joe Mantegna, an advocate for the Gary
Sinize Foundation, zaid he felt he had a duty to support veterans. He praized the
drone program as a way the film and aviation indusiries could leverage modern

inventions te provide veterans more opportanities,

“What you're doing. Lisa, and thiz whole thing about emplovment is so important.”
Mantagna said. “This thing abount the dronas, to work with the cutting-edga
technelogy, and we're going in that direction, is wonderful and smart.”

Economic Alliance President Lauren Moore said the alliance’s support of the Veterans
Film Apprenticeship program was part of a broader effort to sirengthen and diversify
the Atlantic County zconomy, He said the federal grant was a promising feature that

portended more succsss to come.

More aid is fortheoming,. Bocker said Tuesday he and fellow U.5, Szn, Ecb Menendesz,
D-N.J., had zecured $4.8 million in fedsral fanding for Atlantie City International
Airport to replace twe passenger-loading bridzes.

Regina zaid she plans to create a television show called “Hercic Epizodes” to be shaot
in the Aflantic City area, adding there are plans to featurs some of the veterans
involred in the film apprenticeship program.

“This pilot, we'rs hoping, is going to take off, no pun intended, and we're able to
secure more fanding and continue to have this kind of a program mature and zrow,”
Moore said.
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Alsg orhand for Wednesday's press confirence was Lisa Regina, 2 licensed drone pilat, fimmaker; and weierans
achrcase. Regina's norqprofit, A Wiite to Heal, focuses on offesing training opportunitias 5 veterans in drone and
aviation technologies. She has also developed the Veberans &pprenticeship program, alowing thas
seek new opporbunities the :E-'r"w"lg drone and aviation field, The funds seoured will oover the
weierans in recsiving ther Part 107 commertial drone piot's fiomnse and aliow thase indriduals to sesk waork i r'lhe i

of aviation ard fim, 25 wel 25 memioning.
Ry S Kk
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Regina has used drones exiensively in filmmaking and plans to utdiz= them for production of a new belevision video
series callad “Hamic Epsodas” a new feature ta ba filmed in and arund the Atlantic City anss. Participants in the

Weterans Fim Appremticaship program will be given opportunities 1o have filmmaiting svperience warking on the series

1o [T S TR e S 0k, v iAo I phoaring fuada Tanosgh ohal preg i,
oo vl b mdmirdid £y thal LLE. Dapa bt 2 Labe. "Shawing rwdud 6 or sl asnd maand [raising T
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For people ke & Foroe ran Frark S=an Johrson, be is taking his drons pilts b pe el Jonson
fanmery served in Operation Desert Sionm and Desert Shisld, and lost use of one of his legs due to complications from

"My joumey haz never been sasy; it could heve always been harder” He has sincs

& road rage incide taenty years ag

taioen an interest in photography and acting and bas sinoe obtained his drone pilots cense. “You see mone drone
artivity out thers, and this iz l=ading edoe shuff and something | want o be apart of

ience. & member of the 297 Infamtry, Smith was

Retiresd ILLE. Aty Capt. Lesdie Smnith shaned her experience with the
fiman 2o Basnia as part of Oparation Joint Forpe. She developed a blood dot during deployment and was adm
\Walter Aeed. Overcoming a skew of challenges, Smith defeated the: odds and sureived, all while losing her left
rmast of her vision. In the y=ars since, she folizasd bar heart and pursisd acting clasoss shortly thereafier, 2 budaet st

itern acconding to Smith. *1 came to understand that it is tnuy a gift and a blessing to be given a sscond chance.”

Crher attendess included Tamy-Award-ainning and directar Jo= Mart=gna. Sppearing remobely, he chaned his gratude
and support for veberans in the workforoe. Mantegna shared his imeobvement in the Mational Memarial Day Concert in
-

\Wachingtan, DL in 2002, “That experisnce really charged my e, and created shat bat button for people who havwe
dione o much forus”

In & statemer, ACEA President Lauren Moore says that addtional training apportunities will soon be coming ta the
£yiation Inmovation Hub very soon. The ACEA has teamed up with Embry-Riddie Armonautical University, Atlartic Cape
Community Collegs, and L5 Air Foree 305 Maimeranos Group in 2 partnarship ta co-desslop the Svition Training
Aradermy of the Futune (ATAF). The facility will be located at Attarmtic City Imemational Airport, with authorization for
funding mcamtly spproved in the Mational Defenes & thortation Act

Migre infonmation on the Veterans Film &pprenticeship program and 'Wite 1o Heal is available online at

awriteinheal com or by calling (609) 266-7474, The program is currently sseking partnerchips in the community. To

eam more abowt the ACEA and all thesr inisiatives, go to wwiw.acean].com
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Veterans Film Apprenticeship Program Wins
Funding: Drone Pilot Training for Veterans

ACEA Recelves $150,000 in Funding for
Veteran Drone Training Program

by DRONELIFE Staff Writer lan M.
Croshy

The ACEA’s President, Lauren Moore, Jr.,
introduces U.S. Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ)
during a hybrid press conference announcing
funding for a program to train veterans to
become licensed drone pilots in southern
New Jersey.

The Atlantic County Economic Alliance (ACEA) has received $150,000 in congressionally
directed funding for a training program helping veterans to become drone pilots and find
jobs in the aviation and film industries. The funding was announced during a press
conference held at the National Aerospace Research & Technology Park in Egg Harbor
Township, NJ.

“Showing gratitude to our veterans means providing them with the support and resources
they need to thrive in civilian life,” said Senator Cory Booker, who helped to secure the
funding for the program. “I'm proud to secure funding for ACEA's drone training program
to provide veterans with in-demand skills training and job opportunities, as well as
strengthen New Jersey’s aviation and film industries.”

The Veterans Film Apprenticeship program was created by filmmaker and drone pilot Lisa
Regina, whose company A Write to Heal provides veterans with training opportunities in
drone and aviation-related technologies. This new funding will be leveraged to mentor and
train veterans to receive their Part 107 commercial drone pilot's license, as well as help
them find work in the film and aviation industries.
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ACEA Announces $150,000 Award to Fund Drone
Training Program for Veterans

Aarch S, 2023 & Kim Stevens B Mew Jersey, Unmanned

The Atlantic County Economic Alliance (ACEA) has announced that it has received congressionally
directed funding in the amount of $150,000 for a training program intended to assist veterans
become drone pilots and find jobs in the aviation and film industries. The announcement was
made during a press conference held at the National Aerospace Research & Technology Park in Egg
Harbor Township, NJ, where the ACEA offices are located.

Senator Cory Booker, who helped to secure
the funding for the program, which will be
administered through the U.S. Department of
Labor, attended the event via livestream from
Washington, D.C.

"Showing gratitude to our veterans means
providing them with the support and

said Sen. Booker. *I'm proud to secure funding

for A drone training program to provide

The ACEA's Presial

veterans with in-demand skills training and P -
Sen. Cony Booker (D-Nf). inga b

o program

nities, as well as strengthen New PR troin veterans 1o

Jersey’s aviation and film industries.”

become licensed drone pilots in southern Mew fersey.
The Veterans Film Apprenticeship program

was created by Lisa Reging, a filmmaker who is a licensed drone pilot and an advocate for veterans.
Her company, A Write to Heal, concentrates on offering training opportunities to vets in drone and

other avia related technologies. The $150,000 in funding will cover the cost of training veterans
o receive their Part 107 commercial drone pilot’s license and then help them find work in the film

and aviation industries, with mentoring offered throughout the process.

“We reached out to Senator Booker's office 2 year ago and submitted a request for $150,000 to
fund this worthy program that will give vets the training they need to be successful drone pilats”
said Lauren Moore, Jr., President of the ACEA. “We were pleased that this request was fully funded

and put those who served on a career path to success as a drone pilot, a position in demand in

filmmaking, search and rescue, real estate, and aviation innovation companies, Just to name a few
of the opportunities.”

Regina uses drones extensively in filmmaking and plans to utilize them while producing a television
video series about veterans entitled, "Heroic Episodes,” which will be filmed in and around Atlantic
City. Some participants in the Veterans Flm Apprenticeship program may be offered opportunities
to gain real filmmaking experience by working on the series.

A Write to Heal partidipated in an accelerator program for early-stage aviation-related companies in
2021. The accelerator program, administered by the Smart Airport and Aviation Partnership (SAAP),

is funded by & $1.6M USEDA Innovation Challenge Grant awarded to the ACEA in late 2015,

According to Carole Mattessich, Director of the SAAP, "We are so proud to see Lisa Regina and
Write to Heal come through the SAAF's Aviation Business Accelerator program and create this
opportunity for veterans to take advantage of uncrewed aerial systems technaologies to create
fantastic career opportunities. Veterans are a principal area of focus for the SAAP and we are
confident that participants in the Veterans Film Apprenticeship will find opportunities with the
numerous drone companies that have been a part of our aocelerator program.”

"The Veterans Film Apprentic veterans to heal from the traumas of war and

hip is a chance for
assimilate back inta civilian life,” said Regina. "l am a drone pilot and | went through the [Part 107
drone license] test; it's not easy. 50, mentoring and support are important. Once they pass the test,

they receive their license, but the program doesn't end there. We want them to be able to make a

iving, so job placement is & big part of this program. | have many inroads in the filmmaking
community and made so many fantastic connections with drone companies thanks to my
company's recent participation in the flightPlan Aviation Accelerator program, so we have lots of
ways to help these veterans netwark and find opportunities for wark as a commerdal drone pilot.”

As a high-profile example of Regina's inroads with the filmmaking community, Tony-Award-winning

actor Joe Mantegna, best known for his starring role in CBS TV series Criminal Minds, also appeared

during the press conference via livestream. Mantegna called in to voice his support for Regina's
dronefilm apprenticeship program for veterans.

“This training program is yet anather sign of the positive interplay between the ACEA, the SAAP,

and the NARTF as we work together to build out the southern Mew Jersey Aviation Innovation Hub,”

said the ACEA's Moore. *The SAAP's flightPlan Aviation Accelerator program is incubating early-
stage aviation businesses like Lisa Regina's Write to Heal to become thriving participants in the
avistion ecosystem here, Some of them might even become tenants at the MNARTP, where we hawve

just cleared the ground to begin construction on a second building where aviation companies will
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make advances in aviation research technologies just steps from the FAA's William ). Hughes
Technical Center and the smart airport testbed at Atlantic City International Alrport.”

Moore added that mare training oppartunities for veterans will be coming to the Aviation
nnovation Hub in the not-too-distant future. The ACEA has partnered with Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University, the U.5. Air Force 305th Maintenance Group of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst, and Atlantic Cape Community College to co-develop the Aviation Training Academy of
the Future (ATAF) at Atlantic City International Airport. Authorization to fund initial design and
architectural work on the ATAF was recently approved in the National Defense Authorization Act.

For more information about the Veterans Film Apprenticeship program, visit awritetoheal.com or
call Write to Heal at (609) 463-7474.

For rore information about the ACEA, visit aceanj.com or contact the ACEA's Lauren Moore, Jr. &t

(609) 245-0019 or Imoore@acean].com.
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Links: https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kbcreedy acea-announces-150000-award-to-fund-drone-activity-
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.f" Kathryn Creedy « 2nd + Follow +--
Editar In Chief at Future Aviation/Aerospace Workforce News

The Atlantic County Economic Alliance [ACEA) received congressionally directed
funding in the amount of $150,000 for a #training program intended to assist
#veterans to become #dronepilots and find jobs in the #aviation and #film

industries. The #VeteransFilm #apprenticeship program was created by Lisa Regina,
a filmmaker who is a licensed #dronepilot and an advocate for veterans. Her
company, A Write to Heal, concentrates on offering training opportunities to #vets
in #drone and other aviation-related technologies. The $150,000 in funding will
cover #trainingcosts for veterans to receive their Part 107 commercial drone pilot’s
license and then help them find work in the #film and aviation industries, with
mentoring offered throughout the process. https://Inkd.in/gmxoxBSe Emanda
White Black Women Drone Women And Drones DoD-SkillBridge
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ACEA Announces $150.000 Award to Fund Drone Training Program for Veterans

stateaviationjournal.com » 5 min read
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