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Happy 2024 to our wonderful members and supporters. Although we are 
closed for tours right now, the museum is still buzzing with activity.  
 

We would also like to welcome our newest board members Todd LaRosa, 
Gina New and Shannon Panetta.  These individuals bring a vast variety of 
experience and knowledge that will assist in the future of our organization. 
 

Our volunteers carry on with the many research requests we receive through 
our email system. Taking inventory of our collection continues and is com-
bined with a deep cleaning of the museum as the inventory team progresses 
through each room of the museum.  
 

Byron House is slated for clean-up and organization as we find spots to 
house items that migrated there from the museum offices. The many dona-
tions we’ve recently received are waiting to be catalogued in our database 
and properly stored.  
 

Be sure to check the “Save the Date” in this publication for the events we 
have planned for you in 2024. First up is the annual pottery lunch on April 
6th with the theme of “My Favorite Things.”  This event returns to Zuc-
caro’s Banquet Hall on Gratiot in Chesterfield. Table decorators are the key 
to the success of this event and we need you!  Are you interested in setting a 
table, but you’re not sure how to do it? We have an article in this newsletter 
on tablescaping that may help you.   If you would like to decorate a table 
please contact Alex at 586-465-2488 . We also seek raffle baskets for this 
event. Thank you so much for the baskets we’ve received so far. 
 

We are also looking for sponsors for the publication of the Crocker Chroni-
cle.  If you would like to sponsor our publication, please reach out to us and 
we will publicize you or your business as a sponsor in our next issue. 
 

Membership dues reminders will be sent out this spring as all dues are 
scheduled for payment by May 1. 
 

We wish you the very best in this new year, as we look forward to an inter-
esting and productive 2024.  
 

  -Macomb County Historical Society Board of Directors 
 

Barb Dempsey-President,   Ross Champion-Vice President,   Paula Loviner,-Treasurer,   Diane Dueweke-Secretary, 

Gary Baarck, Mike Bradley, Joy Glover, Brian Korth, Todd LaRosa, Diane McDougall, Gina New, Shannon Panetta  
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Tablescaping or table decorating is defined as “the act of creatively and intentionally arranging a tabletop so that it conveys a specific 

theme, mood, or experience.” It includes arranging items on a table in an attractive and decorative way, often with matching plates, bowls, 

etc. and adding things such as napkins, flowers, and candles. In the case of the pottery lunch, it includes a centerpiece and decorations that 

convey the theme for your table.  

  

Nina Hendrick of  Nina Hendrick Home provides the following tips and ideas to decorate a table:   

1.) Find Your Inspiration. 

  

This year’s pottery lunch theme “My Favorite Things,” lends itself to an infinite variety of ideas.  What is your favorite thing? Examples 

could be flowers, birds, a hobby, food. The options are endless and reflect what you like. 

  

2.) Consider your event. What size is the table, how many guests will you have? Zuccaro’s banquet tables are 66 inch round and seat eight 

guests. Zuccaro’s does provide a white table cloth with each table.  If you chose to add your own tablecloth, a 120” round would reach to 

the floor and 108” will also work well. 

  

3.) Gather your materials: Basics: dishes, flatware, charger plates, glasses, nap-

kins, tablecloth 

  

You will need: 

  

8 luncheon or dinner size plates 

8 cups and saucers 

8 salad or dessert plates 

Centerpiece  

A small table favor for your guests (i.e. candy, candle) 

Please no paper or plastic plates.  Thank you! 

  

Optional: Stemware, chargers, flatware (Zuccaro’s does provide flatware), sugar 

& creamer, salt & pepper shakers, napkins, tablecloth. 

 

4.) Centerpiece 

  

This is where your creativity will shine.  The purpose of the centerpiece is to 

showcase your favorite thing, whatever it may be.  The centerpiece may be sim-

ple or complex.  It is entirely up to you.  As an example, are flowers your favor-

ite thing?  Then a lovely arrangement of flowers placed in the center of the table 

makes for a simple, but elegant centerpiece. You can add candlesticks, flower 

themed favors or whatever else you chose to decorate your table. 

  

5.) Create your place setting 

  

Begin with your charger or placemat, then a plate. From there add any additional items, a salad plate, possibly a favor for your guests.  Nap-

kins may be placed on top of the plates with a pretty fold or a napkin ring.  Utensil may be arranged around the charger or wrapped in the 

napkin. 

  

6.) Chair Decorations 

  

Although not necessary, you can also decorate the chairs which add a little something extra to your design.   Chair covers, tied ribbons, 

wrapped lace sashes, hats or small wreaths all work.  

  

The possibilities for creative tablescapes are endless. The real purpose is to have fun with your idea and enjoy the results.   If you  are in 

need of any items such as Chargers, tablecloths/napkins, silverware, dishes please contact Barb at (586) 489-9358 or Alex at 586-465-

2488.   
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Macomb County Historical Society  

Crocker House Museum & Gardens                                   

11 AM on Saturday, April 6th, 2024 

Zuccaro's Banquets & Catering  

46601 N. Gratiot Ave, Chesterfield, MI 48051 

Tickets are now available for the 2024 Pottery Lunch, which honors the memory of 
Yvonne Leslie.  This years theme for the tablescaping competition is, “My Favorite 
Things.”  At this event, you will view beautifully decorated tables inspired by the 
table designer’s favorite things.  There will be a delicious luncheon buffet served 
and a cash bar.   There will be raffles, door prizes and a grand prize raffle to a 
fun destination.  Doors open for table viewing at 11 AM with lunch being served at 
12:15 PM. 

Group seating reservations must be made together with tables seating eight people.  
Seating accommodations will be accomplished to the best of our ability.  Tickets 
are $50 and may be purchased by using the included ordering form or call the mu-
seum at 586 465-2488. 
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Come see a replica of the Crocker House Museum 
as an ice sculpture at the 18th Annual Down-
town Mount Clemens Ice Carving Show.    

 

Saturday Feb. 3rd & Sunday Feb. 4th, 2024 

 

Downtown shops will be open for dining and shopping.  

Crocker House Ice Sculpture  

 

 

Join us for a tea 

1 PM on Saturday, June 22nd, 2024   

Tickets: Members $35, Non-Members $40 
Tickets include tea and lunch followed by presentation by Dave Putt: MSUE Master 
Gardener & Former President of the Macomb County Master Gardener Association. 

To purchase tickets, please call 586 465 2488 

“To Find A Use For Every Plant: 
A History Of The Old Herbals” 

with Dave Putt. 
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Hallowe’en at the Crocker House was held on Saturday, October 28th 
and catered to both adult and kids.  The house was candle lit and 
guests were able to experience the house with all new exhibits.  We 
had fortunes being told in the dining room, funeral traditions in the 
formal parlor, antique Hallowe’en exhibits and even ghost hunting.  If 
you missed this event, be sure to get it on your calendar for 2024.   
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We hope you were able to join us at our annual Holiday Open House. It was 
a huge success with a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus, children’s scavenger 
hunt and crafts, tunes with Marge, displays of vintage Christmas items and 
Mount Clemens Pottery Christmas pattern dishware. The gift shop was busy 
with sales all day and we sold out almost all of the bake sale items. This 
year we partnered with the Mount Clemens Historical Commission and their 
home tours. Shuttle buses for the home tour departed from the museum.  
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Please contact the Museum at (586) 465-2488 or info@crockerhousemuseum.org for additional info about these events.  

April 5: Pottery Lunch Setup 
 

April 6: My Favorite Things Pottery Luncheon, Zuccaros Banquet Center 
 

May: Tuesday Tea Talk (Date and topic TBD) 
 

June 22: Garden Tea (see flier) 
 

July 20: Annual Garden Walk 
 

August 3: Mount Clemens Historical Commission Road Rally 
 

August: Summer Tea (Date and topic TBD) 
 

September 10: Member Meeting and Picnic  
 

October 5: Cemetery Walk, Clinton Grove Cemetery 
 

October 19: Hallowe’en at the Manor 
  

November 2: Lunch with John Cohassey, Civil War author of the Michigan 22nd and the Road to  Chickamauga 
 

November 12: Holiday Decorating 
 

December 7: Holiday Open House 
 

December 14, 2:00 pm: Polish Christmas Supper  


