
Southern Towers Project The Southern Towers Project 
is a photographic documentation 
of pre-war iron water towers in 
the American South. These aging 
structures were once central 
elements of the urban landscape, 
and an essential utility to the 
manufacturing economy of its 
time. Now they anonymously 
remain as metaphors of the 
economic engines that once 
dominated the region and have 
since disappeared within a 
generation. 

The elegance of their designs, 
the patina of their vine-covered, 
metal bodies and the engineering 
intricacies of their rivets, iron 
beams and support struts are 
explored in these black and white 
photos. The photo composition of 
this series places these towers in 
the context of the of the industries 
and communities that these 
towers were built to serve.  A 
visual hint of these architectural 
wonders appears in each photo 
and connects the series to create 
a story of an economy that once 
dominated the South.

These abandon factories, and 
distressed communities have 
stories to tell and support graphics 
and text provide a historic context 
for the viewer experience.
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Palmetto Manufacturing Co. / Palmetto, GA / 2026

A photographic essay of pre-war water towers in the American South 
in the context of the industries and communities they once served.
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Artist Statement

Kevin M. Coleman   (407) 353-3123   kevin@kevinmcolemanphotography.com

kevinmcolemanphotography.com/southern-towers

As an architectural photographer 
I appreciate the form, function and 
beauty of these aging structures 
and became interested in the iron 
construction and design used prior 
to the introduction of the big modern 
water towers of today. The beauty 
of their designs, the patina of their 
metal bodies and the intricacies 
of their engineering were subjects 
worthy of exploration.
This photographic survey 

originally began as an architectural 
documentation of pre-war water 
towers in its surroundings. But 
eventually I realized the project was 
also about the evidence of shifts in 
labor, industry, and community in 
the American South. The existence 
of these iron water towers became 
metaphors of distressed communities 
and the economic engines that once 
dominated the region and have since 

disappeared within a generation. 
These antiquated towers linger in 
the white noise of the landscape long 
after the economy has moved on. 
  This project primarily concentrates 

on pre-war towers in the style of the 
traditional hemispherical bottom 
and “Tin Hat” tops. It is not a 
documentation of water towers as 
stand-alone subjects. Each photo 
composition includes elements 
of the industry and community 
these towers were built to serve. To 
establish a visual thread, the photos 
are composed to show a tower in 
some form within the composition.  
All photos were shot in black & 
white. This medium was best used 
to show the aging and texture of the 
metal and brick subjects.

Artist Bio
Kevin Coleman is a real estate / 

architectural photographer based 
in Longwood, Florida. Kevin 
graduated with a photography 
degree from the Southeast Center 
for Photographic Studies located 
at Daytona State College and 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Journalism from the University of 
Central Florida.

Kevin participated in Crealde 
School of Art’s  group exhibition 
“It’s a Wonderful Life in Winter 
Garden” in December of 2024. 

“Building Boom” by Kevin M Coleman 
featured in the West Orange Times article 

about the exhibition
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Palmetto Manufacturing Co. / Palmetto, GA / 2026

Griffin Manufacturing Co. / Griffin, GA / 2026

No Dollar in the Holler / Ellaville, GA / 2024
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Exhibit Prints 
and Wall Text
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R.B Kelly Cotton Gin/ Chauncey, GA / 2025Hotel Willard/ Helena, GA / 2025
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and Wall Text
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Donalsonville Grain Co. / Donalsonville, GA / 2025

Rosedale Cemetery / Cuthbert, GA / 2025

Full Moon Tower / Winter Garden, FL / 2024

Exhibit Prints 
and Wall Text
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Fort Valley Water Works / Fort Valley, GA / 2025

Dixie Plywood and Lumber Co. / Savannh, GA / 2026

Piggly Wiggly / Jeffersonville, GA / 2026

Exhibit Prints 
and Wall Text
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Bibb City Mill / Columbus, GA / 2026

“Chain Gang” Wes / Bartow, GA / 2026

 Manchester Cotton Mill / Manchester, GA / 2024

Exhibit Prints 
and Wall Text
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TyTy Tire/ TyTy, GA / 2024 Collin’s Service Station/ Stillmore, GA / 2024

R&L Lift Trucks/ Morven, GA / 2025Notchaway Tractor CO. / Shellman, GA / 2025

Exhibit Prints 
and Wall Text
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Southern Towers Project Exhibit Information

11” x 14” print / 16” x 20” Frame 
black Metal Frame

Museum Plexi
Rag Matt

5” x 7” Photo Wall 
Text Card

11” x 14” Exhibit Wall Posters

Gallery Wall Schematic

Framed Print & Wall Text Information
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Southern Towers Project Exhibition Support

Southern Towers Book

 Postcard Mailer / Give-a-Way

For Exhibit Information Contact:

Kevin M. Coleman
(407) 353-3123

kevin@kevinmcolemanphotography.com  /  kevinmcolemanphotography.com/southern-towers

Southern Towers is a self-pub-
lished book that is available for 
display for the exhibition. As well 
as featuring  photos chosen for the 
exhibition, additional images that 

were produced during the photo 
project are also included. The text 
and graphics explain the evolu-
tion of the industrial design of the 
water tower.

A 5” x 7” postcard / announce-
ment is available for mailing and 
or distrubution during the exhibit.


