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A Brief History of Lessons & Carols 

For millions around the world, Christmas isn’t Christmas until they’ve heard the lone treble voice sing the 

opening verse of “Once in Royal David’s City” broadcast from King’s College Chapel in Cambridge. 

Every Christmas Eve since 1918, King’s College has held a service called A Festival of Nine Lessons & 

Carols, which features a mix of carols and readings from the Bible. Though it is now inextricably linked 

with King’s College and its renowned choir, you may be surprised to learn that the first lessons and carols 

service was actually held in Cornwall, not Cambridge. 

King’s A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols grew out of the ashes of the First World War. In 1918, a 34-year-

old former army chaplain, the Reverend Eric Milner-White, was appointed Dean of King’s College. 

Nothing could prepare him for the atrocities he witnessed on the Western Front when he volunteered for 

service in 1914. He came home believing that the church was failing the troops. How could he 

communicate a message of God’s love to those who had been brutalised and traumatised by war? 

Milner-White devised A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols as a means of outreach to those who felt alienated 

by the church or religion as a whole. Instead of a traditional Mass, the carols service was simpler, 

alternating between choral anthems, congregational hymns, and Bible readings. The resulting service had 

more drama and colour, was thought to be more accessible and meaningful, and acknowledged the 

suffering of those impacted by The Great War. This gesture was particularly important to the town of 

Cambridge, which had lost over 200 men from King’s College alone during the war. This loss prompted 

the Dean to include a prayer to honour the fallen, which is still read at the beginning of the service to this 

day. 

Milner-White based the service on an order created in 1880 by Edward White Benson, the first Bishop of 

Truro, for use in the wooden shed that served as the temporary worship space while Truro Cathedral was 

being built. Benson’s intention was partly to keep his parishioners from revelling too much in the “wrong” 

kind of Christmas spirit down at the pub. But it was also a way to bring together his congregation at a 

time of uncertainty while they awaited the completion of their cathedral. 

Bishop Benson excerpted nine lessons from the Old and New Testaments and interspersed them with 

familiar hymns, carols, and three movements from Handel’s Messiah in order to tell the Christmas story. 

The first lesson was read by a young chorister, and each subsequent lector progressed through the church 

hierarchy, with the final lesson being read by the bishop, a tradition that endures to this day at King's and 

in many, many other places throughout the world. 

Benson’s service was an immediate success, tapping into the carol revival that was then taking place in 

Victorian England. Similar carols services spread outside of Cornwall, but it wasn’t until King’s College 

adapted it that the service was truly put on the map. The popularity of King’s service was hastened by the 

first radio broadcast in 1928, and it soon became a global phenomenon when the BBC began broadcasting 

the service overseas in the early 1930s. 

Except for 1930 and 2020, the service has been broadcast live every year since, even during the Second 

World War. Though the structure of the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols—the readings and prayers—

remains consistent, the music changes from year to year. It is an occasion of particular joy that this 

beautiful and moving festival has returned to St Mary of the Angels after many, many years. 

 

—Adapted from an article by Katie Buzard for Illinois Public Media, 2022©. 

Edited and expanded by J Anthony McAlister, OSV, FSA Scot. 

  



A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols 

18 December 2022 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

4 o’clock 

 

Music Before the Service 

The two-manual, 17-rank organ is played by Dr James Vail, Organist & Choirmaster of St. Mary’s, 

Honourary Canon of the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles, and Professor Emeritus of Music at the 

University of Southern California.  

 

Organ Voluntary – Saviour of the Nations, Come, BWV 558 

Johan Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750  

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

At the sounding of the Sacring Bell the Congregation stand. A choral soloist sings the first verse of the 

Hymn. At the second verse, the Congregation, Choir, and Organ join as the Procession moves from the 

West Door to the Sacrarium. Hand candles are lit at the beginning of the Hymn and extinguished upon 

the conclusion of  The Bidding. 

 

Hymn – Once in Royal David’s City 

Choral Soloist 

Once in royal David’s city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a Mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed; 

Mary was that Mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

Congregation, Choir & Organ 

He came down to earth from heaven, 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and mean and lowly 

lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And our eyes at last shall see him 

through his own redeeming love, 

for that child, so dear and gentle, 

is our Lord in heaven above; 

and he leads his children on 

to the place where he is gone. 

Not in that poor, lowly stable 

with the oxen standing by 

we shall see him, but in heaven, 



set at God’s right hand on high; 

when, like stars, his children, crowned, 

all in white shall wait around. 

 

 

 

No. 236, Verses 1, 2, 5, 6, The Hymnal 1940. Words: C. F. Alexander, 1848 

Music: H. J. Gauntlett, 1858. Tune: Irby 

 

All remain standing as the Priest-in-Charge welcomes the Congregation before bidding all to prayer by these 

words: 

The Bidding 

Beloved in Christ, be it our care and delight at the close of this season of Advent to 

prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go even 

unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

Therefore, let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God 

from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this 

Holy Child; and let us make this Church, dedicated to Mary, His pure and holy Mother, 

glad with our carols of praise.  

But first, let us pray for the needs of His whole world; for peace and health over all the 

earth; for unity and goodwill within the Church He came to build, and especially for these 

United States, for this State and City, and most especially for Shane, our Primate; Juan, our 

Archbishop; for Owen, our Bishop; and for this Parish Church of St Mary of the Angels.  

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his 

name the poor and the helpless, the cold and the hungry, the abused, the exploited and the 

oppressed; the sick and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the 

little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love Him not, or who by sin have 

grieved His Heart of love. 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore 

and in a greater Light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the 

Word made flesh, and with Whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forevermore are one. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of heaven, in the words 

which our Saviour Christ Himself hath taught us:  

All: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them 

that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. Amen.  

The Almighty God bless us with His grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and 

unto the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all.  

All: Amen. 



The Congregation’s hand candles now extinguished, all remain standing for the First Hymn. 

Hymn – From Heaven High I Come to You 

From heaven high I came to you, 

I bring you tidings good and new, 

Good tidings of great joy I bring: 

Thereof will I both say and sing: 

For you a little child is born 

Of God’s own chosen maid, this morn: 

A fair and tender baby bright, 

To be your joy and your delight. 

Lo, he is Christ, the Lord indeed, 

Our God, to guide you in your need: 

And he will be your Saviour, strong 

To cleanse you from all sin and wrong. Amen. 

No. 22, The Hymnal 1940. Words: M. Luther, 1535; trans. W. Douglas, 1939 

Music: Leipzig, 1539; harm. W. D., 1940. Tune: From Heaven High 

 

The Congregation are seated for the First Lesson, which is read by the juniormost member of the Parish. 

The First Lesson – Genesis iii. 8-15 

"God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of Woman shall bruise the serpent's head.” 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: 

and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the 

trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art 

thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 

and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the 

tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 

And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 

and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? 

And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 

above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 

shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 

and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

℣. Here endeth the Lesson. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 



Carol – Adam Lay Ybounden 

Adam lay ybounden, 

Bounden in a bond; 

Four thousand winter 

Thought he not too long. 

And all was for an apple, 

An apple that he took. 

As clerkës finden written 

In their book. 

Ne had the apple taken been, 

The apple taken been, 

Ne had never Our Lady, 

A-been heaven's queen. 

Blessed be the time 

That apple taken was! 

Therefore we may singen 

Deo gratias! 

Music: Boris Ord, CBE, 1897-1961. 

Words: Unknown, c. 15th century 

 

All stand and join in the singing of the Hymn. 

Hymn – Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Choir Only 

Of the Father’s love begotten, 

Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 

He the source, the ending he, 

Of the things that are, that have been, 

And that future years shall see, 

Evermore and evermore! 

Congregation & Choir 

O that birth for ever blessed, 

When the Virgin, full of grace, 

By the Holy Ghost conceiving,  

Bare the Saviour of our race; 

And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 

First revealed his sacred face, 

Evermore and evermore! 

 

 

 

 

O ye heights of heav’n adore him; 

Angel hosts, his praises sing; 

Powers, dominions, bow before Him, 

And extol our God and King; 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, 

Every voice in concert ring, 

Evermore and evermore! 

Christ, to thee with God the Father, 

And, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, 

And unwearied praises be: 



Honour, glory, and dominion, 

And eternal victory, 

Evermore and evermore! Amen. 

 

 

 

No. 20, verses 1, 2, 3, 5, The Hymnal 1940. Words: Prudentius, 348-413; trans. J.M. Neale, 1854, H. Baker, 1859 

Music: 13th-century Plainsong, Mode v. Tune: Divinum Mysterium 

 

The Congregation are seated for the Second Lesson.  

The Second Lesson – Genesis xxii. 15-18 

"God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed." 

And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And said, 

By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 

withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 

multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; 

and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations of 

the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

℣. Here endeth the Lesson. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol – Jesus Christ the Apple Tree 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 

Laden with fruit and always green; 

The trees of nature fruitless be, 

Compared with Christ the Apple Tree. 

His beauty doth all things excel, 

By faith I know but ne'er can tell 

The glory which I now can see, 

In Jesus Christ the Appletree. 

For happiness I long have sought, 

And pleasure dearly I have bought; 

I missed of all but now I see 

'Tis found in Christ the Appletree. 

I'm weary with my former toil - 

Here I will sit and rest awhile, 

Under the shadow I will be, 

Of Jesus Christ the Appletree. 



With great delight I’ll make my stay, 

There’s none shall fright my soul away; 

Among the sons of men I see 

There’s none like Christ the Appletree. 

I’ll sit and eat this fruit divine, 

It cheers my heart like spiritual wine; 

And now this fruit is sweet to me, 

That grows on Christ the Appletree. 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 

It keeps my dying faith alive; 

Which makes my soul in haste to be 

With Jesus Christ the Appletree. 

Music: Elizabeth Poston, 1905 - 1987. 

Words: The Rev’d Richard Hutchins, c. 17th century 

 

Organ Voluntary – Saviour of the Nations, Come, BWV 599 

J. S.  Bach, 1685-1750  

 

The Third Lesson – Isaiah ix. 2-7 

"The prophet fortells the coming of the Saviour." 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of 

the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, 

and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men 

rejoice when they divide the spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the 

staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but 

this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 

justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

℣. Here endeth the Lesson. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



All stand and join in the singing of the Hymn. 

Hymn – God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

Let nothing you dismay, 

Remember Christ our Saviour 

Was born on Christmas Day; 

To save us all from Satan’s power 

When we were gone astray. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy! 

From God our heav’nly Father 

A blessed angel came; 

And unto certain shepherds 

Brought tidings of the same; 

How that in Bethlehem was born 

The Son of God by name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Fear not, then,” said the angel, 

“Let nothing you affright; 

This day is born a Saviour 

Of a pure virgin bright, 

To free all those who trust in him 

From Satan’s power and might.” 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy! 

No. 40, Verses 1-3, The Hymnal 1940 

Words: Trad. London Carol, 18th cent. Music: London Melody, 18th cent., harm. W.D., 1940. 

Tune: God Rest You Merry 

 

The Congregation are seated for the Fourth Lesson. 

The Fourth Lesson – Isaiah xi. 1-9 

"The Peace that Christ will bring is foreshown." 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 

his roots: And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 

the Lord; And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall 

not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: But with 

righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: 

and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall 

he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 

girdle of his reins. 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and 

the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And 

the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall 

eat straw like the ox and the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 

child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 



holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 

the sea. 

℣. Here endeth the Lesson. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem – E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come 

Peace be to you and grace from him 

Who freed us from our sins 

Who loved us all and shed his blood 

That we might saved be. 

Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord 

The Lord, Almighty God 

Who was, and is, and is to come. 

Sing Holy, Holy Lord. 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within. 

Rejoice on earth, ye saints below 

For Christ is coming, is coming soon, 

For Christ is coming soon. 

E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come 

And night shall be no more. 

They need no light nor lamp nor sun 

For Christ will be their All! 

Music: Paul Manz, 1953. 

Words: The Revelation of St John the Divine, Chap. 22, Verse 5, adapt. Ruth Manz 

 

The Fifth Lesson – St Luke i. 26-38 

"The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary" 

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 

Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; 

and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that 

art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. 

And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner 

of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 

found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 

son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 

Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he 



shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 

power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be 

born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 

And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is 

the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be 

impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to 

thy word. And the angel departed from her. 

℣. Here endeth the Lesson. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 

Motet – Ave Maria 

Ave Maria, gratia plena,  

Dominus tecum, ave Maria. 

Benedicta tu, benedicta tu in mulieribus, 

Et benedictus fructus ventris tui Jesu. 

Sancta Maria, ora, ora pro nobis, 

Sancta Maria, ora, ora pro nobis, 

Sancta Maria, ora, ora pro nobis. Amen. 

Hail, Mary, full of grace, 

The Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, 

And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, pray for us... 

Amen.

Music: attrib. Jacques Arcadelt, 1507-1568; arr./comp. Pierre-Louis Dietsch, 1842. 

Words: The Gospel of St Luke, Chap. 1, Verses 28, 41-43 

 

All stand and join in the singing of the Hymn. 

Hymn – A Message Came to a Maiden Young 

A message came to a maiden young; 

The angel stood beside her 

In shining robes, and with golden tongue 

He told what should betide her: 

The maid was lost in wonder; 

Her world was rent asunder; 

Ah! how could she 

Christ's mother be 

By God's most high decree! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



No greater news could a messenger bring; 

For 'twas from the young mother 

He came, who walked on the earth as a king, 

And yet to all a brother: 

His truth has spread like leaven; 

'Twill marry earth to heaven, 

Till all agree 

In charity 

To dwell from sea to sea. 

He came, God's Word to the world here below; 

And round him there did gather 

A band who found that this teacher to know 

Was e'en to know the Father: 

He healed the sick who sought him, 

Forgave the foes who fought him; 

Beside the sea 

Of Galilee 

He set the nations free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And sometimes trumpets from Sion ring out, 

And tramping comes, and drumming; 

"Thy kingdom come," so we cry; and they shout, 

"It comes!" and still 'tis coming. 

Far, far ahead, to win us, 

Yet with us, nay within us; 

Till all shall see 

That King is he, 

The Love from Galilee!

No. 317, The Hymnal 1940. Words: stz. 2-4, Percy Dearmer, 1928. 

Music: Trad. Dutch Melody, pub. 1896; harm. D. M. Williams, 1940. 

Tune: Annunciation 

 

The Congregation are seated for the Sixth Lesson, which is read by the Junior Warden. 

The Sixth Lesson – St. Matthew i. 18-23 

"St. Matthew Tells of the Birth of Jesus" 

Now the birth of JESUS Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused 

to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then 

Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was 

minded to put her away privily. But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of 

the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take 

unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 

people from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 

of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 

forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with 

us. 

℣. Here endeth the Lesson. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Anthem – God is With Us 

God is with us. O ye nations, understand, and submit yourselves: for God is with us. 

Give ear, all ye of far countries: 

Gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken to pieces. 

Take counsel together, and it shall come to naught; 

Speak the word, and it shall not stand: 

Neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid; 

He shall be for a sanctuary; 

And I will wait upon the Lord, and I will look for him; 

Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me; 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

They that dwell in the shadow of death, upon them, hath the light shined; 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 

And the government shall be upon his shoulder; 

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end; 

And his name shall be called; 

Wonderful, Counsellor; 

The mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Music: Alexander Dmitriyevich Kastalsky, 1856-1926. 

Words: adapt. from the Russian Orthodox Christmas liturgy. 

 

The Seventh Lesson is read by the Senior Warden. 

The Seventh Lesson – St. Luke ii. 1-16 

"The Shepherds go to the Manger" 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that 

all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor 

of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem; because he was of the house and lineage of David: To be taxed with 

Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, 

the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her 

firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 



And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, 

the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 

which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with 

haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

℣. Here endeth the Lesson. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand and join in the singing of the Hymn. 

Hymn – In the Bleak Midwinter 

In the bleak midwinter 

Frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, 

Water like a stone: 

Snow had fallen, 

Snow on snow, snow on snow, 

In the bleak midwinter, 

Long ago. 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 

Nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 

When he comes to reign: 

In the bleak midwinter 

A stable place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty, 

Jesus Christ. 

Enough for him whom cherubim 

Worship night and day, 

Abreastful of milk 

And a mangerful of hay: 

Enough for him 

Whom angels fall down before, 

The ox and ass and camel 

Which adore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angels and archangels 

May have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim 

Thronged the air, 

But only his mother, 

In her maiden bliss, 

Worshiped the Beloved 

With a kiss. 

What can I give him, 

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, 

I would bring a lamb, 

If I were a wise man 

I would do my part, 

Yet what I can I give him, 

Give my heart. 

No. 44, The Hymnal 1940. Music: Gustav Holst, 1906. 

Words: Christina Rossetti, c. 1872. Tune: Cranham 

 



The Congregation are seated. 

Motet – O magnum mysterium 

O magnum mysterium, 

et admirabile sacramentum, 

ut animalia viderent Dominum natum, 

iacentem in praesepio. 

O beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt 

portare Dominum Iesum Christum. 

Alleluia. 

O great mystery, 

and wondrous sacrament, 

that beasts should see the newborn Lord, 

lying in a manger. 

O Blessed Virgin, in whose spotless womb 

was carried the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

Music: Tomás Luis de Victoria, c. 1548-1611. 

Words: From the Responsory for Mattins of Christmas 

 

The Eighth Lesson is read by the Master of Ceremonies. 

The Eighth Lesson – St. Matthew ii. 1-12 

"The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus" 

Now when JESUS was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of 

the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he 

demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, in Bethlehem of 

Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art 

not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall 

rule my people Israel. 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what 

time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently 

for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come 

and worship him also. 

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 

went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw 

the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, 

they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and 

when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and 

frankincense, and myrrh. 

And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed 

into their own country another way. 

℣. Here endeth the Lesson. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 



All stand and join in the singing of the Hymn. 

Hymn – We Three Kings of Orient Are 

Gaspard, Melchior, Balthazar 

We three kings of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 

Congregation & Choir 

O star of wonder, star of light, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 

Gaspard 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 

gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, 

over us all to reign. 

Congregation & Choir 

O star of wonder, star of light, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 

Melchior 

Frankincense to offer have I; 

incense owns a Deity nigh; 

prayer and praising, voices raising, 

worshiping God on high. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregation & Choir 

O star of wonder, star of light, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 

Balthazar 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

Congregation & Choir 

O star of wonder, star of light, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 

Glorious now behold him arise; 

King and God and sacrifice: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 

sounds through the earth and skies. 

O star of wonder, star of light, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 

No. 51, The Hymnal 1940. Music & Words: John Henry Hopkins, Jr, 1857. 

Tune: Three Kings of Orient 

 

 

 



All remain standing for the Ninth Lesson, which is read by the Priest-in-Charge. 

The Ninth Lesson – St John i. 1-14 

"St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation." 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 

same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was 

not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man 

sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of 

the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to 

bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh 

into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew 

him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received 

him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 

name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 

but of God. [Here BOW] And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 

beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

℣. Here endeth the Lesson. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 

The Congregation are seated. 

Carol – Sans Day Carol 

Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk, 

And Mary bore Jesus, all wrapped up in silk, 

And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be, 

And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly. 

Holly! Holly! 

And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly! 

Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass, 

And Mary bore Jesus, who died on the cross, 

And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be, 

And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly. 

Holly! Holly! 

And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly! 

Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal, 

And Mary bore Jesus, who died for us all, 

And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be, 

And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly. 



Holly! Holly! 

And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly! 

Now the holly bears a berry as blood is it red, 

And Mary bore Jesus who rose from the dead, 

And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be, 

And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly. 

Holly! Holly! 

And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly! 

Music: Trad., arr. John Milford Rutter CBE, b. 1945. 

Words: Trad. Cornish Carol 

 

All kneel for the Collect and Blessing. 

The Collect and Blessing 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with thy spirit.  

Let us pray. O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Thy 

only son, JESUS Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him for our Redeemer, so we may 

with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.  

All Amen.  

Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 

peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the Divine Nature; and the blessing of 

Almighty God,  the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain 

with you always.  

All: Amen. 

 

All stand and join in the singing of the closing Hymn, during which the Procession is formed in the 

Sacrarium before returning to the West Door. 

Hymn – Good Christian Men, Rejoice 

Good Christian men, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ was born today. 

Ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 



Christ is born today! 

Christ is born today! 

Good Christian men, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven's door, 

and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! 

Christ was born for this! 

Good Christian men, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave: 

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! 

Christ was born to save! 

No. 31, The Hymnal 1940. Words: John Mason Neale, 1853 

Music: Trad. 14th-Cent. Melody; harm. W. D., 1918. Tune: In dulci jubilo 

 

Music After the Service 

 

Organ Voluntary – O Thou of God the Father, BWV 600 

J. S. Bach, 1685-1750  
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