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Interpretation:  This is a normal Holter recording. No ventricular premature complexes (VPCs) 

present on this Holter. The cut off for large breed dogs is 50 VPCs/24 hours.  The presence of 

pairs or triplets with less than 30 VE is still considered normal.  If pairs or triplets are present 

with 30 to 50 VE then this is considered equivocal. The presence of 100-2000 VE singles in 24 

hours is considered mild increase. 

 

Conclusions: No significant arrhythmias present.  No evidence for occult dilated cardiomyopathy 

(oDCM) on this Holter.   oDCM is the presence of cardiac changes on ECG or echocardiogram 

prior to the dog becoming symptomatic.  I recommend to further screen the dog for oDCM with 

an echocardiogram with a Board-Certified Cardiologist is recommended since dogs with a 

normal Holter can still have oDCM.  

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Carl Sammarco BVSc MRCVS, Diplomate ACVIM (Cardiology) 

Red Bank Veterinary Hospital 100 Schulz Drive, Red Bank, NJ 07701   F: 732-924-5458       

email carl.sammarco@rbvh.net 
 


