
“Plug-In” Format


Goal:  To become familiar with how to tour an artwork of your choice at the 
Palm Springs Art Museum’s main site.  Know your audience and tailor the 
presentation to them (i.e. adults vs children).  Depending on your audience, 
suggestions for your short presentation might include some (not all) of the 
following details:  

• Title of artwork selected 
• Artist’s name 
• Medium (i.e. Glass, Mixed Media, Painting, Photography, Sculpture, 

Textile, etc.) 
• Art movement represented and why (i.e. Abstract Expressionism, Modern, 

Contemporary, Pop, Western, Mixed Media, etc. - see “Glossary of Art 
Terms & Movements” in binder for further detail) 

• Ask your audience open-ended questions about the artwork - “How would 
you describe this artwork?”, “Is this artwork telling a story?”, “How was this 
artwork made?” - see “Questions to Ask About Art” in binder for more 
examples 

• Comment on the artist’s possible inspiration for the artwork (i.e. Deborah 
Butterfield’s “Ryuanji” horse sculpture inspired by her life-long love and 
ownership of horses) 

• What cultural or personal influences might have led the artist to create this 
artwork? (i.e. Mark Bradford’s “Rat Catcher of Hamelin IV” as a reaction to 
what he saw as an insult to the African American population of South 
Central Los Angeles, Anselm Kiefer’s “L’Ascension” being influenced by his 
troublesome youth in post-WWII Germany) 

• Tell a story about the art or artist (i.e. Louise Bourgeois’ “Spider II” as an 
homage to her mother who was a weaver) 

• Quotes by the artist pertinent to the chosen artwork (i.e. Helen 
Frankenthaler’s “April Screen” as an example of her “Soak Stain Method” 
of painting - “There are no rules. That is how art is born, how 
breakthroughs happen. Go against the rules or ignore the rules. That is 
what invention is about.” 

• What is unique about this artwork? (i.e. Timothy Tompkins’ “After 
Caravaggio” uses the technique of progressively stacking pools of paint in 
amorphous shapes from large to small to create the artwork) 
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• What are your impressions of the artwork? 
• When touring school children, guide them as to how to look at the art (see 

“Visual Analysis” handout in binder), relate the artwork to their learning 
goals (i.e. balance and symmetry/asymmetry), and academic subjects 
(math, science, social studies, etc.) 

As A Collective Example:  

Title, Artist’s Name, Medium: “Man In Space” by Gino Severini, 1955, Gouache 
on Board


Movement: Italian Futurist Movement - painting shows examples of technology, 
transportation, and motion - all components of Futurism.


Question: “Where is the artist directing your eye in this painting?”


Inspiration: Themes of manned flight and space exploration.


Story: Artwork was done as a commission for Alitalia Airlines and originally hung 
in their corporate offices in Beirut but was sold in 1979 to raise money for the 
financially struggling airline.


Quote: “Art is nothing but humanized science.” 

Uniqueness: Note that the artwork is composed of six smaller boards fastened 
together to form one large painting.


School Children: What colors, shapes, and objects do you see in this painting? 
What is the main subject of this painting?  Is this painting balanced?  Have you 
learned about outer space in school?


Etc.  
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