Eighty @ Eighty

Recent Gifts to the Permanent Collection

Ralph Gibson

Ralph Gibson (American, born 1939 in Los Angeles) first became
interested in photography while serving in the United States Navy from
1956-1960. Afterwards, he was an assistant to Dorothea Lange and
eventually worked under Robert Frank at Magnum Photos, where he
realized photojournalism wasn’t the right fit for him. In 1970 Gibson’s
reputation was secured with the publication of his self-published
photographic book The Somnambulist, a work that identified him with
dreamy sequences and the Leica camera, which he uses exclusively.
With the founding of his own company, Lustrum Press in 1969,

he produced over 40 monographs of his own work and of others
who also use hand-held cameras.

Gibson is known for his use of high contrast images that nevertheless
retain extensive tonal ranges. His photographs also fragment his
subjects, creating narrative readings that are mysterious and erotic
through their surreal juxtapositions. They are thus simultaneously
descriptive and abstract: “It occurred to me that my camera as an
instrument had located a dream reality,” he has said. Other surrealist
tropes are evident in his carefully cropped and printed images, including
surprising contrasts meant to convey irrational connections and
subconscious desires. Along with the fragment, Gibson’s use of shadows
is a favorite strategy to evoke the psychology of the uncanny, a strange
or foreboding mood that accompanies unsettled perception.

All prints on view here are gifts of Clay Ide and David Shaw.



Ralph Gibson, American, born 1939, gelatin silver prints
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Object Name / Title, Date Image

Palm Springs Art Museum, Jorgenson Gallery, Summer 2018

Object Number Classification Attribution

1. 2015.29

PHOTOGRAPHY

Ralph Gibson
American, born 1939

Untitled (nudes), 2014, 2014

2. 2015.30 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson Untitled (nudes), 2010, 2010; printed
American, born 1939 2014

3. 201531 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson Untitled (nudes), 1989, 1989; printed
American, born 1939 2014

4. 201532 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson Untitled (nudes), 2012, 2012; printed
American, born 1939 2014

5. 2015.33 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson Untitled, 1991, 1991; printed 2014
American, born 1939

6. 2015.34 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson Untitled (France), 2005, 2005; printed
American, born 1939 2014

7. 2015.36 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson Untitled (from "New York" series),
American, born 1939 1961, 1961; printed 2014

8. 2015.37 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson Untitled (music), 1983, 1983; printed

American, born 1939

2014
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Ralph Gibson, American, born 1939, gelatin silver prints
Eighty @ Eighty: Recent Gifts to the Permanent Collection

Palm Springs Art Museum, Jorgenson Gallery, Summer 2018

Classification Attribution

9. 2015.38 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson
American, born 1939

Object Name / Title, Date Image

Untitled (music), 1968, 1968; printed
2014

10. 201539 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson
American, born 1939

Untitled (music), 2011, 2011; printed
2014

11. 201540 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson
American, born 1939

Untitled (portraits), 1984, 1984; printed
2014

12. 201541 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson
American, born 1939

Untitled (from "Pharonic Light" series),

1990, 1990; printed 2014

13. 201542 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson
American, born 1939

Untitled (nudes), 1986, 1986; printed
2014

14. 201544 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson
American, born 1939

Untitled (tables), 1988, 1988; printed
2014

15. 2016793 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson
American, born 1939

Untitled [Sleeping Man], 1960

16. 2016794 PHOTOGRAPHY Ralph Gibson
American, born 1939

[The Sailor], 1986
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