
Gallery Exercise:  
Engage Museum Visitors 

with these 7 Artworks





“George” Deborah Oropallo
• What do you see?


• What characteristics do George Washington & the dominatrix have? (power, 
control) Are their characteristics similar? (yes)


• What do you see in the gray to white tones of the background? (Painting 
George Washington at the Battle of Princeton by Charles Willson Peale”)


• What components of George & the dominatrix do you see that identifies each 
of them? (George - outline of hair, arms, coat, boots, left hand on canon, etc; 
dominatrix - cap, midriff top, underwear, garter belt, stockings, platform 
boots, riding crop, etc)  


• What is this artwork about? (gender, women are as powerful as men)


• Talking Points - inspiration The Tapestry Project, photo of painting & photo of 
dominatrix superimposed then digitized & woven as a jacquard tapestry in 
Belgium, discuss why curators may have grouped these particular artworks 
in this gallery (use of photos in creation of Tompkins, Muniz, & Abramovic) 





“First American Girl Series: Naomi” Cara Romero

• What are you looking at here? (photograph)


• What stands out in this photograph?


• What do you make of the pink? (female color, nod to CA mod)


• What do you make of the pattern? (triangular as in pinecones 
depicted)


• Talking Points - photo has many cultural symbols of artist’s 
tribe, artist’s husband collects GI Joes, inspiration after 
shopping for doll for daughter that was representative of their 
culture & not finding one, based on American Doll series





“Canopic Jar Fox” William Morris
• What do you see here?


• What are your fist impressions of this piece?


• What do you see that makes you say that?


• Is it all glass?


• What do you make of the finish? Is that what makes it look old?


• Why foxes?


• Why is one fox more human-like than the others?


• If the artist were standing here with us, what would you like to ask 
him? Talking Points - artist is more interested in viewer’s impressions 
rather than his own, Egyptology 





“Indigo Danced” Sam Gilliam

• Look through your hands at only right side of the artwork then do the 
same for the left lower side - what do you see? What is the difference? 
(texture, colors, materials - metal & canvas)


• Is it a painting or a sculpture? Why?


• What does the title have to do with it?


• What color runs through both sections of the artwork & why? (indigo, 
unifies the composition)


• Might you take it apart and rearrange it? How & why?


• Would you like to take this artwork home? Why or why not?


• Talking points - relate to adjacent John Altoon painting





“Pair of Standing Figures: Female Holding a 
Bowl, Man Holding a Rattle” Nayarit

• What do yo see?


• Can you imitate their stiff posture?


• Why might their lower portions be so rectangular? Why are their feet so large? (stability, 
not representational)


• Does their color play a role? (no, mostly form & shape)


• What are they holding? Significance of objects? 


• What is the expression on their faces? (grimace, intensity)


• Might the woman be pregnant?


• What purpose might these have served in the Nayarit culture? (funerial, would represent 
the dead) 


• Would you like these in your home? Why or why not?


• Talking Points - Nayarit known for ‘shaft graves’, from a sophisticated culture of the Pacific 
coast of Mexico, 101 BC, note the tears on the woman (mourning) & earrings on both, may 
have influenced other later artists such as Diego Rivera & Henry Moore 





“Sacrifice III” Jacques Lipchitz
• What do you see? Look at all the intertwined parts, front and back, what are 

they? (dominant figure, rooster, dagger, lamb, etc)


• What is the emotional tone of this artwork? (predatory, violent, ferocious) What 
words might you use to describe this artwork? (powerful, foreboding, 
intimidating, evil)


• Describe the animal that is being choked (fighting, struggling), describe the 
entity that is doing the choking, is it human? (brutish arms, muscular legs, cape-
like back, unreal face, helmet on head, etc), describe the entity that is at the foot 
of the large figure - what is their demeanor & how is it different than what is 
going on above it? (peaceful, shielded from violent act above)


• What might these three figures symbolize? 


• Talking Points - discuss artist’s relevant history of fleeing the Holocaust, peace 
vs violence, stronger vs weak in society, ‘Sacrifice’ may refer back to Judaic 
ritual of imbuing all sins of people in an animal, or sacrificing good in favor of evil 


