Agriculture
The Parable of the Sower.

Seed Sowed

Plowing

• And although it may sound strange to our eyes, what the
farmer does—what the sower does—was actually fairly
common according to the custom of the day. People
owned a field, and they would not plow it up in advance
the way we do. But commonly at least, the farmer—the
sower—would sow his seed broadly, holding it in a bag
and just casting it about. And wherever the seed fell, it
fell. Then, after the seed had been cast over the ground,
the farmer would go and plow it up.
• Daniel M. Doriani, NT252 Parables of Jesus, Logos Mobile
Education (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014).
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Matthew 13

• 10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why
speakest thou unto them in parables? 11 He answered
and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is
not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given,
and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath
not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.
13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they
seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they
understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of
Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not
understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not
perceive: 15 For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears, and should understand with
their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal
them. 16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your
ears, for they hear.
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Isaiah 6: 9-13

Go, and tell this people,

•

tHear ye indeed, but understand not;

•

And see ye indeed, but perceive not.

•
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And make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes;

•

Lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,

•

And understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

•
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Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant,

•

And the houses without man,

•

And the land be utterly desolate,

•
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And there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

•
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Make the heart of this people fat,

Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered,

And the LORD have removed men far away,

But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten:

As a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast
their leaves:
So the holy seed shall be the substance thereof.

The Holy Bible: King James Version, Electronic Edition of the 1900 Authorized
Version. (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 2009), Is 6:9–13.
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• The word of God must first be
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15 But that on the good ground are
they, which in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word, keep
it, and bring forth fruit with
patience.

• The Holy Bible: King James Version,
Electronic Edition of the 1900
Authorized Version. (Bellingham,
WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
2009), Lk 8:14–15.

• First, the preciousness of the Seed. If there were only one grain of wheat left in the
world today, and it was lost, all the efforts of man could not reproduce it. Thus it is
with the Word: were it taken from us all the wit and wisdom of man could not
replace it. Then let us value, love, and. study it more.

The Seed.

• Second, the inconspicuousness of the Sower. Scarcely anything at all is told us in
the parable about Him, beyond the simple fact that He actually sowed the Seed.
The emphasis is upon the Seed, the various kinds of soil and the obstacles to and
conditions of fruitfulness. Why is this? Because the personality of the sower and
the method of sowing are of secondary importance. A little child may drop a seed
as effectively as a man; the wind may carry it, and accomplish as much as though
an angel had planted it! All—not merely preachers only—may be “sowers.”
• Third, the conditions of fruitfulness. There is much “rocky ground” in the garden of
each of our souls: then despise not God’s hammer and ploughshare. There are
many “thorns” in each of our lives which must be plucked up if there is to be more
room for fruit! Finally, there needs to be much prayer for “understanding,”
“patience,” and hiding of the Word in our hearts so that we shall “keep” it.

• Arthur Walkington Pink, The Prophetic Parables of Matthew Thirteen (Bellingham,
WA: Logos Bible Software, 2005).

Deuteronomy
28 Choice.

• 46 And they shall be upon thee for a sign and for a wonder,
and upon thy seed for ever. 47 Because thou servedst not
the LORD thy God with joyfulness, and with gladness of
heart, for the abundance of all things; 48 Therefore shalt
thou serve thine enemies which the LORD shall send
against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and
in want of all things: and he shall put a yoke of iron upon
thy neck, until he have destroyed thee.
• The Holy Bible: King James Version, Electronic Edition of
the 1900 Authorized Version. (Bellingham, WA: Logos
Research Systems, Inc., 2009), Dt 28:46–48.
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And hide my commandments with thee;

•
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And apply thine heart to understanding;

•
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And liftest up thy voice for understanding;

•
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And searchest for her as for hid treasures;

•
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And find the knowledge of God.

My son, if thou wilt receive my words,
So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom,
Yea, if thou criest after knowledge,
If thou seekest her as silver,
Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD,

• The Holy Bible: King James Version, Electronic Edition of the 1900
Authorized Version. (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,
2009), Pr 2.

