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As you are aware the new coronavirus disease, officially named COVID-19, has been
declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization. As the virus continues to
spread extensively, it’s posing a significant challenge to many organisations.
As of 16.03.20, the Government has said that wherever possible people should work
from home, therefore Wear Rivers Trust are now working remotely.
To avoid being caught flat-footed when government Corvid 19 guidelines permit
outside working again, we are preparing risk assessments which will enable lone
working and small group practical activity to take place, with the minimum of delay,
whilst maintaining social distancing. Activities will include Riverfly, other monitoring
and survey work, INNS management and tree planting in season. We will keep in
touch with volunteers during this time of uncertainty. If you wish to get involved as
Corvid 19 restrictions loosen, please contact Admin@wear-rivers-trust.org.uk
Wear Rivers Trust wishes to send their best wishes to one and all and hope that this
situation resolves quickly.
Stay safe and take care.

We are very sorry to announce that David Tompkins our Volunteer Co-ordinator has
now left WRT due to being offered another position with RSPB in Inverness. Since
David joined WRT he has been a valuable and well respected member of our team
who will be greatly missed. We wish him good luck for the future and bid him a
happy farewell.
The attached link is from the Bishop Auckland and District Angling Club who
participated in one of the volunteer tasks David set up.
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On a happier note we would like to announce the arrival of two new Project Support
Officers to our team Bethan Rogers and Rebekah Bainbridge.

Rebekah joined the Trust in January 2020
as a Project Support Officer. She has a
degree in Environmental Geography and
an MSc in Ecology and Wildlife
Conservation. Rebekah has previous
experience of working with volunteers to
carry out habitat improvement and is
particularly passionate about conserving
the uplands for the benefit of both wildlife
and future generations.

Bethan also joined the trust in January
2020, as Project Support Officer. She has
a degree in Environmental Science with a
focus on biodiversity and ecology. She
has a broad background in conservation,
having volunteered and worked for several
environmental charities. In her spare time,
she pursues many outdoor activities
including climbing and mountaineering
and is passionate about enhancing river
habitats for both wildlife and people.

Topsoil Project
Wear Rivers Trust presented at the Climate Resilient Europe conference (Oct 23rd-25th)
held in Horsens, Denmark, where through the Topsoil project the Trust was able to engage
and discuss innovative ideas around groundwater and soil health in the context of climate
change. Additionally, the event facilitated cross European project discussions with sister &
peripheral Interreg projects, all working towards a common goal. The event focused on end
of project results, work package framework finalisation and the proposal of an extension to
2021 of the €7 million project.
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Wear Rivers Trust also presented at the WaterCOG conference Watercog Conference in
Oldenburg, Germany which shared learning about sustainable water governance and
improving the effectiveness of technical measures through communication and cogovernance approaches.

Farming Rules for Water Event
Soil, manure and nutrient management to protect profits and the environment.
This successful event was held on 4th December at Nafferton Farm and 5th December
2019 at Houghall College.
In 2018 the new Farming rules for Water were introduced to help protect water quality. In
simple terms the rules require farmers to:
keep soil on the land;
match nutrients to crop, and soil needs, and
keep livestock, fertilisers, and manures out of the water.
To learn more about this outstanding new initiative please follow the link attached.

(h ps://wear-rivers-trust.org.uk/frfw

HLF Project
We are proud to report that the ‘River Gaunless for People and Wildlife’ was Highly
Commended in the ‘Partnership Working’ category of the County Durham Environment
Awards last October. The two year project delivered in partnership with Groundwork North
East and Daisy Arts was funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, Northern
Heartlands and the Greggs Local Community Projects Fund. It aimed to raise awareness
amongst the local community of the River Gaunless and the fantastic wildlife, recreational
and historical resource that it represents whilst involving people in activities to protect and
restore their river.
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community and youth groups involved in researching, monitoring, managing and
celebrating the River Gaunless through activities including school projects, river history
and geography trips, river safety training, river surveys, practical habitat management,
musical performances, outdoor adventures and fly-fishing lessons. Nova Talbot, Positive
Futures worker for Cockton Hill Junior School said - ‘Before the project started, the pupils
had very little experience or knowledge of the River Gaunless however since getting
involved, children and their families have been exploring the amazing river which they
weren’t aware even existed on their doorstep which for us has been a real bonus.
We are currently seeking funding to build upon the partnership working and positive school
and community relationships established during the project to deliver further opportunities
for children and adults in Bishop Auckland and the Gaunless Valley to discover and protect
their amazing river. Find out more about the project in this short video clip https://wearrivers-trust.org.uk/gaunless-lmg

Wear Invasive Non Native Species
Training
Nigel Wall and Paula Allam recently completed their training in the safe use and application
of pesticides and are now fully qualified to help us tackle invasive species in the Wear
catchment. This takes the total number of volunteers trained in using pesticides up to 13,
putting us in a much better position to stop the spread of these species.
Surveys
Considerable progress has been made in our efforts to map the locations of INNS and we
now have a good idea of the situation in much of the Wear catchment. However, some
areas are still in need of surveying, particularly many of the smaller tributaries. Areas we
are especially interested in include:

Upper Weardale
Waskerley Beck
River Gaunless
Beechburn Beck
River Browney
Brancepeth Beck
https://mailchi.mp/7ab2002d7552/march-2020-newsletter?e=aefeea29c8
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If you would like to perform a walkover survey in these, or other locations, subject to
Government guidelines, it would be much appreciated. Please contact us and we will
supply an information pack for you. Walkover safety guidelines and also our Lone Working
Policy links can be found on our website under the Home page / Corona Virus update.
http://wear-rivers-trust.org.uk/ Please send your results including date, location of any INNS
(a grid reference and photo would be useful, if possible) and an estimation of the number
of individual plants in the stand to : rebekah.bainbridge@wear-rivers-trust.org.uk.

Map of INNS information collected by Volunteers up to January 2020 listed below
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‘We are delighted to have been awarded funding by the Gaunless Gateway Big Local
Partnership to work with primary schools in Bishop Auckland to help pupils gain their John Muir Discovery
Award as part of our ‘River Gaunless for People and Wildlife Project’. The funding will enable pupils to
spend a week exploring and conserving the River Gaunless as well as spending a day with local arts
group Daisy Arts sharing and celebrating their experiences during the week.’

http://wear-rivers-trust.org.uk/
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